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0 HISTORY. 
The Iuris u 


ways been conſidered as the light of ages, the 
depoſitory of events, the faithful evidence of 
truth, the ſource of prudence and good coun- 

ſe], and the rule of conduct and manners. 
Confined without it to the bounds of the age and 
rountry wherein we live, and ſhut up within the 
arrow circle of ſuch branches of knowlege as are 
peculiar to us, and the limits of our own private 
eflections, we continue in a kind of infancy, which 
eaves us ſtrangers. to the reſt of the world, and 
profoundly ignorant of all that has preceded, 
or even now ſurrounds us. © What is the ſmall 
number of years, that make up the longeſt life, or 
what the extent of country which we are able to 
poſſeſs or travel over, but an imperceptible point in 
ompariſon of the vaſt regions of the univerſe, and 
he long ſeries of ages, which have ſucceeded one 
1 another 


| T is not without reaſon, chat Hiſtory has al- 


: Hiſtoria teſtis temporum, lux veritatis, vita memoriae, magiſtra 
itae, nuncia vetuſtatis. Cic. lib. 2. de Orat. n. 36, | 

> Neſcire quid antea quam natus ſis acciderit, id eſt ſemper eſſe 
verum. Cic. in Orat. n. 120. | | 

Terram hanc cum populis urbibuſque . . . puncti loco ponimus, 
id univerſa referentes : minorem portionem aetas noſtra quam pun- 
i habet, fi tempori comparetur omni. Senec. de conf, ad Marer- 
IM, cap. 20. . % 

Nullum ſeculum magnis ingeniis clauſum eſt, nullum non cogi- 
ationi pervium. Id. 

Si magnitudine animi egredi humanae imbecillitatis anguſtias li- 
et, multum per quod ſpatiemur temporis eſt, .,.Licet in eonſor- 
um omnis aevi pariter incedere. Id, de brey. vitae, c. 14. 


2 Of the Uſefulneſs of Hiſtory. 
another fince the creation of the world ? And yet 
all we are capable of knowing muſt be limited to 
this imperceptible point, unleſs we call in the ſtudy 
of hiſtory to our affiſtance, which opens to us every 
age and every country, keeps up a correſpondence| 
betwixt us and the great men of antiquity, ſets all 
their actions, all their atchievements, virtues, and 
faults before our eyes ; and by the prudent reflec- 
tions it either preſents, or gives us an opportunity: 
of making, ſoon teaches us to be wiſe before our 
time, and in a manner far ſuperior to all the leſſons 
of the greateſt maſters. 5 
Hiſtory may properly be called the common ſchool! 
of mankind, equally open and uſeful both to great 
and ſmall, to prigces and ſubjects, and ſtill more 
neceſſary to princes and great men, than to all o- 
thers. For how can awful truth approach them a- 
midſt the crowd of flatterers, which ſurround them 
on all ſides, and are continually commending and 
admiring them, or, in other words, corrupting and 
poiſoning their hearts and underſtandings ; how, If 
fay, can truth make her feeble voice be heard amidſt 
fuch tumult and confuſion ? How venture to lay be · 
fore them the duties and flaveries of royalty ? how 
ſhew them wherein their true glory conſiſts, and re 
preſent to them, that if they will look back to the r 
original of their inftitution, they may clearly find d. 
they were made for the people, and not the 8 
for them? how put them in mind of their faults, 
make them apprehend the juſt judgment of poſteri- 
ty, and diſperſe the thick clouds, which the vainſf 
phantom of their greatneſs, and the inchriation 0 
their fortune, have formed around them ? 
Theſe ſervices, which are ſo neceſſary and impor - · 
tant, can be rendered them only by the aſſiſtance off * 
hiſtory, which alone has the power of ſpeaking freely 
to them, and the right of paſſing an abſolute judgment: 
upon the actions of princes, no leſs than Ae e Pars 
78 | | ICNCCq 


8. Affidvis bonitatis argumentis probavit, non rempublicam ſuam Ann 
elle, ſed ſe reipublicae. Senec. de Clem. lib. 1. cap. 19. 
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Seneca calls liberrimam principum judicem. Their 
abilities may be extolled, their wit and valour admi- 
red, and their exploits and conqueſts boaſted; but if 
all theſe have no foundation in truth and juſtice, hi- 
Iſtory will tacitly paſs ſentence upon them under bor- 
rowed names. The greateſt part of the moſt famous 
onquerors they will find treated as public calamities, 
he enemies of mankind, and the f robbers of nati- 
ons, who, hurried on by a blind and reſtleſs ambi- 
tion, carry deſolation from country to country 8, 
and, like an inundation, or a fire, ravage all that 
hey meet in their way. They will ſee a Caligula, a 
Nero, and a Domitian, who were praiſed to exceſs 
during their lives, become the horror and execrati- 
on of mankind after their deaths; whereas Titus, 
Tajan, Antoninus, and Marcus Aurelius, are ſtill 
ooked upon as the delights of the world, for having 
made uſe of their power only to do good. Thus we 
may ſay, that hiſtory is to them a tribunal raiſed in 
their lifetime, like that which was formerly erected 
amongſt the Ægyptians, where princes, like private 
„Ahnen, were tried and condemned after their death; 
dſtſand that hence the may learn beforchand the ſen- 
be · tence, which will . ever be paſſed upon their re- 
dutation. Tis hiſtory, in fine, h which fixes the 
ſeal of immortality upon actions truly great, and ſets 
n mark of infamy on vices, which no after age can 
ver obliterate. "Tis by hiſtory that miſtaken me- 
Fit, and oppreſſed virtue, appeal to the uncorrupti- 
„ple tribunal of poſterity, which renders them the 
er zuftice their own age has ſometimes refuſed them, 
V2 Jand without reſpect of perſons and the fear of a 
* power, 


Sen. de conſol. ad Mareiam, cap. 4. 
e off praedo gentium levavit ſe. Jer. iv. 7. | 
* ely 4 Philippi aut Alexandri latrocinia caeterorumque, qui exitio 
g ˖ gentium clari, non minores fuere peſtes mortalium, quam inunda- 
neniffio, qua planum omne peil fuſum eſt, quam conflagratio, qua magna 
hich pers animantium exaruit. Senec. lib. 3. Nat. Quaeſt. in praefat. 
nec Praecipuum munus annalium reor, ne virtutes ſileantur, utque 
Fravis dictis factiſque ex poſtetitate et infamia metus ſit. Tacit. 
ſuan 1 anal, lib. 3. Cap. 65. E WEE. ; 
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power, which ſubſiſts no more, condemns the un. 


Juſt abuſe of authority with inexorable rigour. 


There is no age or condition, which may not de. 
rive the ſame advantages from hiſtory ; and what | 
have ſaid of princes and conquerors, comprehend; 
alſo, in ſome meaſure, all perſons in power, miniſters 
of ſtate, generals of armies, officers, magiſtrates, go- 

vernors of provinces, prelates, eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors 
both ſecular and regular, fathers and mothers, maſters 
and miſtreſſes; in a word, whoever have authority o- 
ver others. - For ſuch perſons have ſometimes more 
haughtineſs, pride and humour, in a very limited ſta. 


tion, than kings in theirs, and carry their deſpotic dil- 
poſition and arbitrary power to a greater length. Hi. 
ſtory therefore is of great advantage, to lay down uſe: 
ful leſſons to them all, and preſent them with a faith 
ful mirror of their duties and obligations by an unſu 
ſpected hand, and thereby make them ſenfible, that 
they are all conſtituted for the ſake of their inferiors 
and not their inferiors for them. 

Thus hiſtory, when it is well taught, becomes : 
ſchool of morality for all mankind. It condemn: 
vice, throws off the maſk from falſe virtues, lays oper 
popular errors and prejudices, diſpels the deluſiv: 
charms of riches, and all the vain pomp, which daz 

zles the imagination, and ſhews, by a thouſand exam 
ples, that are more availing than all reaſonings what 
ſoever, that nothing is great and commendable but ho 
nour and probity. From the eſteem and admiration 
which the moſt corrupt cannot refuſe to the great and 

| mer actions, that hiſtory lays before them, it con 
rms the great truth, that virtue is man's real good 


and alone renders him truly great and valuable 
by 'Thi 


i $i quemadmodum viſus oculorum quĩibuſdam medicamentis ac 
olet et repurgari, ſic et nos aciem animi liberare impedimentis ve 
luerimus, poterimus perſpicere virtutem, etiam obrutam corport 
etiam paupertate oppoſita, et humilitate, et infa nia objacentibus 
cernemus, inquam, pulchritudinem illam, quamvis ſordido obtt 


{ 
{ 
c 
{ 
1 
1 


t 
a 


* 


dam. Rurſus aeque malitiam et aerumnoſi animi veternum perſſume 

eiemus, quam vis multus circa divitiarum radiantium ſplendor i 
pediat, et intuentem bine honorum, illinc maguarum potcſiatui 
falſa lux verberet. Senec. Ep. 115, 


Cic, | 
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This virtue we are taught by hiſtory to revere, and 
to diſcern its beauty and brightneſs through the 
veils of poverty, adverſity, and obſcurity; and 
ſometimes, alſo, of diſgrace and infamy; as, on 
the other hand, it inſpires us with the . 
and horror of vice, though clothed in purple, fur- 
rounded with ſplendor, and placed on a throne. 
But, to confine myſelf to my own ſcheme, I look 
upon hiſtory as the firſt maſter to be given to chil- 
dren, equally ſerviceable to entertain and inſtruct 
them, to form their hearts and underſtandings, and 
to enrich their memories with abundance of facts 
as agreeable as uſeful k. It may likewiſe be of great 
ſervice, by means of the pleaſure inſeparable from 
it, towards exciting the curioſity of that age, which 
is ever defirous of being informed, and inſpiring a 
taſte for ſtudy. Thus, in point of education, it is 
a fundamental principle, and conſtantly obſerved in 
all times, that the ſtudy of hiſtory ſhould precede 


tarch tells us, that Cato the elder, the famous ccen- 
ſor, whoſe name and virtue brought ſo much ho- 
nour to the Roman commonwealth, took upon him- 


without truſting to the care of maſters, and drew 
up a collection of hiſtorical facts exprefly for his 
uſe, and wrote them over in large characters with 
his own hands, that the child, he ſaid, might be a- 
ble from his infancy, without going from home, to 
become acquainted with the great men of his own 
country, and form himſelf upon thoſe ancient mo- 
dcls of probity and virtue, 

It is by no means neceſſary that I ſhould dwell 
any longer upon proving the uſefulneſs of hiſtory ; 
it is a point generally enough agreed on, and which 
few people call in queſtion, It is of moſt concern 


. | 5» B 1 


k Fatendum in ipſis rebus, quae 1 et cognoſcurtur, i invi- 


Joewenta ineſſe, quibus ad diſcendum cognoſcendumque moveamur, 


Lic. lib. 5. de fin. bon, et mal. n. 2. 


all the reſt, and prepare the way for them. Plu- 


ſelf a peculiar care in the education of his ſon, 


Y 


J” 
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to know what is neceſſary to be obſerved, in order 


to render the ſtudy of it uſeful, and reaping the 
benefits to be expected from it. 
now attempt to lay down. 


And this I thall | 


That IL may throw what I have to ſay upon hiſto- | 


ry into ſome order, I ſhall divide. this diſcourſe into 
'The firſt ſhall treat of the taſte of fo- | 


three parts, 
lid glory and real greatneſs, and ſerve to caution 


youth againſt the falſe ideas which the ſtudy of hi- | 
ſtory itlelf may raiſe in them upon this ſubjett. The | 


ſecond ſhall be upon ſacred hiſtory. The third up- 
on profane. And in the laſt I ſhall ſay ſomething 
of fable, of the ſtudy of the Greek and Roman 
antiquities, the authors from whence we are to bor- 


row our knowledge of hiſtory, and the order | 


wherein they are, to be read, 

I make no mention here of the hiſtory of France, 
as it is but natural that ancient hiſtory ſhould pre- 
cede the modern ; and I ſcarce think it poſſible for 
boys to find time whilſt they are at ſchool, to apply 

themſelves to that of France. But I am far from 
lookin: upon it as an indifferent ſtudy, and am con- 
cerned to ſee it fo much neglected as it is by abun- 
dance of perſons, to whom it might notwithſtanding 
be very uſeful, not to ſay neceſſary. In talking thus, 
I farit of all blame myſelf; for I own I have not ap- 
plied myſelf to it in the manner it deſerves, and I 
am aſhamed to be in ſome meaſure a ſtranger in my 
OWN country, after having travelled through ſo ma- 
ny others. And yet our hiſtory ſupplies us with 
ren exaniples of virtue, and abundance of beauti— 

ul actions, which remain for the moſt part buried 
in obſcurity, either through the badneſs of our hi- 
ſtorians l, who have wanted the talents for treat- 
ing them accoring to their dignity, like the Grecks 
and Romans, or in .conſequence of a bad taſte, 


which inclines to admire highly what paſſcs at a di- 
ſtance 


1 Quia provenere ibi magna ſcriptorum ingenia, per terrarum or- 
bem (veterum) ſacta pro maximis celebrantur. Salluſt, in bel 
Catil. 


LIL 


: Or-; 
bel, 
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tance from our own age and country, whilſt we re- 
main cold and indifferent to ſuch actions as paſs be- 
fore our cyes and in the age we live, But though 
we have not time to teach youth the hiſtory of 
France, we ought at leaſt to cultivate a taſte in them 
for it, by quoting ſuch paſſages out of it from time 
to time, as may induce them to a farther applicati- 
on to it, when they thall have leiſure. : 


— 


F 
Of the Tas TE of SOLID GLORY and REAL GREAT - 
NESS. 


LL the world agrees. that one of the firſt cares 

in training up youth to the ſtudy of polite learn- 
ing, is previoutly to lay down ſuch rules and princi- 
ples of good taſte, as may ſerve to guide and direct 
them in the reading of authors. Tis the more ne- 
ceflary to give them this aſſiſtance in the caſe of hi- 
ſtory ; which may be regarded as the ſtudy of mora- 
lity and virtue; as it is of far more importance to paſs 
a right judgment upon virtue.than eloquence, and 
leſs ſhameful and dangerous to be miſtaken in the 
rules of diſcourſe, than in' thoſe of morality. 

Our age, and our nation in particular, ſtand in 
need of being undeceived concerning a great num- 
ber of miſtakes and falſe prejudices, which daily pre- 
vail more and more, upon the points of poverty and 
riches; modeſty and preſumption; fimplicity of 
buildings and furniture; coſtlineſs and magnificence; 
frugality and delicacy in diet; in a word, upon al- 
moſt every thing that is the object either of the con- 
tempt or admiration of mankind. In matters of this 
nature the à public taſte becomes a rule to youth. 
They look upon that as valuable, which they ſee e- 

B 2 very 


E * Recti apud nos locum tenet error, ubi publicus factus eſt. Sen. 
p. 123. ; 
Nulla res nos majoribus malis implicat, quam quod ad rumorem 
componimur; optima rata ea, quae magno aſſenſu recepta ſunt. . ... 
nec ad rationem, ſed ad ſimilitudinem vivimus. Id. lib. de vit. 
beat. Cap. 1. | | 
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very body ſet a value upon ; and are guided, not by 


reaſon, but cuſtom Þ . One ſingle bad example ſhall 


ſuffice to corrupt the minds of youth, which are 


ſuſceptible of every impreſſion : What then have we 
not to apprehend for them, at a time when cvery Þ 
kind of vice is the common practice, and e the} 
groſſeſt paſſions perpetually buſy in extinguiſhing all 


ſentiments of honour and probiry ? 


How neceſſary then is this ſcience to them d, whoſe | 


Principal effect is to remove the falſe prejudices, which 


ieduce, becauſe they pleaſe us; whoſe office is to cure | 
and deliver us from the popular errors we have ſucked | 


in with our milk; to teach us how to diſcern betwixt 


true and falſe, good and evil, folid greatneſs and vain 
oſtentation e, and to prevent the contagion of bad ex- 


amples and vicious cuſtoms from infecting the minds 
of youth, and ſtiſſing in them the happy ſeeds of virtue 
and probity, which we obſerve nature to have implant- 


cd there f? Tis in this ſcience, which conſiſts in judg- 


ing of things, not by common opinion, but by truth, 
not by a ſpecious outſide, but by real merit, that So- 

crates has placed all the wiſdom of man. 
I have therefore thought it my duty to begin this 
treatiſe of hiſtory with laying down principles and 
1 s rules 


d Unnm exemplum, aut luxuriae, ant avaritiae, multum mali fa- 
cit. quid tu accidere his moi ibus credis, in quos publice factus eſt 


impetus? ... adeo nemo noſtrum ferre impetum vitiorum tam mag-þ 


10 comitatu venientem poteſt. Sen, ep. 7. 

Deſinit eſſe remedio locus, ubi quae fuerant vitia, mores -ſunt, 
Ep. 39, : 

< Certatur ingenti quodam nequitiae certamine? major quotidie 
peccandi cupiditas, minor verccundiae eſt. Id. lib. 2. de Ira, c. 8. 

s Sapientia animi magiſtra eſt. . , Quae fint mala, quae videantur, 
oſtendit. Vanitatem exuit mentibus, dat magnitudinem ſolidam; nec 
ignorari ſinit, inter magna quid interſit et tumida. Ep. go. 

Inducenda eſt in occupatum locum virtus, quae mendacia contra 
verum placentia exſlirpet; quae nos a populo, cui nimis credimus, 
ſeparet, ac ſinceris opinignibus reddat, Ep. 94. 

© Tanta eſt corruptela malae conſuetndinis, nt ab ea tanquam ig- 
niculi extinguantur a natura dati, exorianturque et confirmentur vi- 
tia contraria. Cic. lib. 1. de leg. n. 33. | 

f Socrates hanc ſummam dixit eſſe ſapientiam, bona malaque di- 
Finguere. Sen. Ep. 71. | 
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rules how to paſs a ſound judgment upon great and 
good actions, to diſcern wherein ſolid glory and real 
greatneſs conſiſt, and to diſtinguiſh expreſly what is 
worthy of eſteem and admiration, from what meritson- 
ly indifference or contempt. Without theſe rules and 
precautions, young perſons, who have noother guides 
than their own inclinations or the popular opinions, 
may form themſelves upon models entirely azrecable 
to theſe falſe ideas, and give into the paſhons and 
vices of thoſe, whoſe actions make a figure in hiſto- 
ry indeed, but are not always virtuous or eſtimable. 


Properly ſpeaking, the Goſpel only and the word 


of God can preſcribe fure and infallible rules to di- 


rect us in judging rightly of all things; and it feems 
my duty to borrow ſolely from ſo rich a ſource the 
inſtructions I undertake to give youth on ſo impor- 
tant a ſubject. But to make them the better eompre- 
hend, how blameable the errors are which I oppole, 
and how contrary even to right reaſon, I {hall ex- 
tract my principles only from heathen writers, who 
will ceach us. that what renders a man truly great: 
and worthy of admiration, is neither ciches, magni- 
ficent buildings, coſtly habits or ſumptucus furni- 
ture, neither a luxurious table, great employments 
or high birth, neither reputation, famous exploits, 
ſuch as victories and conqueſts, nor even the moſt 
valuable endowments of the mind g; but that a man 
owes his real worth to the heart, and that the more 


| truly great and generous he is, in that reſpect the more 


he will deſpiſe what ſeems great in the eyes of the reit 
of mankind, At firſt my examples were taken only 
from ancient hiſtory ; but certain perſons of ability 
and underſtanding have fince adviſed me to add o- 
thers from modern hiſtory, and eſpecially that of 
France, and have been pleaſed to ſupply me with ſe- 
veral themſelves, for which I take this opportunity 
of making my acknowledgments. 

| 223 But 


© Cogita in te, praeter animum, nihil eſſe mirabile, cui magno ni- 
bil magnum eſt, Sen. Ep. 8. 

Hoc nos doce, beatum elſe illum, cui omne bonum in animo, eſt 
ulum exrectum, et cxeclſum, et mirabilia calcantem. Id. Ep. 48. 
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But though I have taken all my principles, and 
moſt of my examples, from heathen writers, and have 
avoided uſing thoſe of the many illuſtrious ſaints, 


Chriſtianity might ſupply for all ſtates and conditions, 


t 

t 

| 

t 
it does not follow that my deſign has been only toe 
recommend virtues purely pagan. One may conſider p 
t 

Ic 


things in an human way, without conſidering the) 


laſt end and prime inducements for purſuing them. 


And thus by degrees we may rife to a purer and more v 


perfect virtue, and by becoming attentive and obe-Mn 
dient to reaſon, be prepared to ſubmit to religion 


and faith, which command the ſame duties, but up-Þ at 


ON higher motives, and with the promiſe of far} tu 
more glorious rewards. m 

Laſtly, I deſire the reader would remember, that he 
this work is not deſigned for the learned, who are al-Þ re 
ready well vers'd in hiſtory, and may think the greatÞ ea 
number of facts I have cen tedious, as containing pr 
nothing new to them, b; but that my deſign is prin- Rur 
cipally to inſtruct young ſtudents, who may often we 
have ſcarce any other notion of hiſtory, than what ha 
they find in this; which has obliged me to be ſome- ] an 
what more prolix, to produce a great number of ex-|mi 
amples, and to add more reflections, than otherwiſe pr 


I ſhould have done. na 
re! 
I. RIcHES. PoveRTY. Bio 


i As riches purchaſe EARLY is moſt eſteemed andÞſer 
fought after in life; as honours, employments, lands, of 
houſes, ornaments, luxurious boards, and all the trainlan 
of vulgar pleaſures; it is by no means ſurpriſing thatſ try 

them- mo 


bk Nos inftitutionem profeſſi, non ſolum ſcientibus iſta, ſed etiam 
diſcentibus tradimus: 1deoque paulo pluribus verbis debet haberiell, 
venia. Quintil. lib. 11. cap. 1. {ch 

i Hacc ipſa res tot magiſtratus, tot judices detinet, quae magiſtra- the 
tus et judices facit, pecunia; quae ex quo in honore elle coepit, ve- C. 
rus rerum honor cecidit. . . . . Admirationem nobis parentes auri 
argentique fecerunt: et teneris infuſa erpiditas altius ſedit, crevit- * 
que nobiſcum. Deinde totus populus, in alia diſcors, in hoc con. 
venit: hoc ſuſpiciunt, hoc ſuis optant . . . Denique eo mores redacti 
ſent, ut paupertas maledicto probroque lit, contempta divitibus, 
inviſe pauperibus, Sen. Ep. 115. 
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| themſelves ſhould be more eſteemed and ſought after 


than all the reſt, This notion, too natural to children 
in itſelf, is cheriſhed and ſupported in them by every 
thing they ſee and hear. All ends to reſound the praiſ- 
es of riches. Gold and filver are the only or the 
principal object of the admiration of mankind, of 


their deſires, and labours. They are regarded as a- 
lone capable of making life eaſy and happy, and po- 
verty on the other hand as the cauſe of ſhame and 
misfortune. 


& And yet antiquity (to our great ſurpriſe) gives us 
an inſtance of a whole nation exclaiming againſt 
fuch ſentiments, Euripides had put an high enco- 
mium of riches into the mouth of Bellerophon, which 


he concluded with theſe words, Riches are the ſove- 


retgn happineſs of mankind, and tis with reaſon they 
excite the admiratien of gods and men, Theſe laſt lines 
provoked the whole people of Athens. 'They roſe 
up with one common voice againſt the poet, and 
would have immediately baniſhed him the city, if he 
had not beſought them to ſtay till the play was done, 
and they ſhould ſee his idolater of riches come to a 
miſerable end. A bad, a wretched excuſe ! The im- 
preſſion, which ſuch maxims make upon the imagi- 
nation, is too ſtrong and lively to wait for the flow 
remedies, which an author may bring at the conclu- 
ſion of his performance. ; 

The people of Rome were no leſs noble in their 
ſentiments, Their ambition was to gain a great deal 
of glory and little wealth. Every one ſought, | ſays 
an hiſtorian, not to enrich themſelves but their coun- 
try; and they rather choſe to be poor in a rich com- 
monwealth, than to be rich themſelves, whilſt the 
commonwealth was poor. The Camilli, the Fabri- 
ct, and the Curii, were formed we know in the 
ſchool and boſom of poverty, and 'twas uſual with 
their greateſt men not to leave wherewithal to de- 

h fray 
* Senec. Epiſt. 115. 


© Patrize rem uruſqviſque, non ſuam, avoere properabat, payper= 


qve in divite, quam dives in pavpere imperio verſari malcbat. Val. 
lax lib. 4. cap. 4. | 
= Horat. Od. xii, lib. 2. 
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fray the expences of their funerals, or to portion 
out their daughters. | : 
Such alſo was the diſpoſition of our ancient magi- 
ſtrates, and we read with pleafure in the hiſtory of the 
premier preſidents of the univerſity of Paris, that the 
famous John de la Vacquerie died richer in honours 
* and reputation, than in the goods of fortune. For 
* having left behind him three daughters, the heireſſcs 
* only of his virtues, his maſter K. Lewis the XIth, 
in acknowledgment of his ſervices, took care to 
* marry them according to their condition, and paid. 
their fortunes out of his own treaſury.” 
An expreſſion of the Emperor Valerian's ſhews us|} 
how much poverty was eſteemed even in the lower 
age of the empire, He had nominated Aurelian, who ſc 
was afterwards Emperor, to the confulſhip; and as he 
was poor, he ordered the keeper of his treaſury to 
ſupply him with all the money he ſhould want forſ#] 
the expences he was to be at upon his entrance into a 
that office, and wrote to him in theſe terms, n Youſcc 
*« ſhall give Aurclian, whom I have nominated con- ot 
“ ſul, whatever ſhall be neceſſary to detray the char- 
“ges of the cuſtomary ſhews. he deſerves this affiſt· M. 
% ance by reaſon of his poverty, which renders him 
„ truly great, and ranks him above all others.” e 
Thus we ſee the ſentiments of the truly generou got! 
and noble, in all ages, and nations. Thoſe great 
men were of opinion, ® that nothing was a ſurer 
mark of a little abject ſpirit than the love of richesſ fhe 
and nothing on the other hand more great and ge- fur 
nerous than to deſpiſe them; and thought it the bigh- 
eſt pitch of virtue to bear up nobly under poverty, 
and to look upon it as an advantage rather than 1 


misfortune. According to them, the ſecond degree off ma 
virtue 
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» Aurcliano, cui conſulatum detulimus, ob paupertatem, qua Ille 
magnus eft, ceteris major, dabis ob editionem Circ enſium, &c. Vo de 
piſe. in vita Imper. Aurel. 

© Nihil eſt tam angufti animi tamque parvi, quam amare di vii 
as: nihil honeſtius magnificentiuſque quam pecuniam contemnere 
6 non habeas; ſi habeas, ad beneficentiam liberalitatem que conver 


tere. Cic. lib. 1. Offic. n. 68. 
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ion] virtue conſiſted in making a good uſe of riches, when 
they poſleſſed them; and they judged it moſt agree- 
igi-Jable to the end for which they were deſigned, and 
the moſt likely to draw upon the rich the eſteem and 
the love of mankind, to make them ſubſervient to the 
urs good of the ſociety. In a word, p they counted no- 
For] ching really their own, but what they had given away. 
Ah Cimon, the Athenian general, thought his poſſeſ- 
th, {ſions were given him by fortune for no other end 
tos than to be diſtributed amongſt his fellow citizens, to 
aid clothe ſome, and to relieve the wants of others. 
What Philopemen gained from the enemy, he be- 
ſtowed in ſupplying ſuch of the citizens with arms 
and horſes, as ſtood in need of them, and in ran- 
ſoming ſuch of them as had been made priſoners of 
war. Aratus, general of the Achzans, made him- 
ſelf univerſally beloved, and ſaved his country, by 
applying the preſents he received from the kings in 
appealing the diviſions, which prevailed among his 
countrymen, in paying the debts of ſome, aſſiſting 
Jothers in their neceſſities, and redeeming captives. 
To give but one ſingle inſtance among the Ro- 
mans, Pliny the younger diſburſes confiderable fums 
for the ſervice of his friends. 4 He forgives one 
perſon all he owes him. He pays the debts of an- 
other, which he had contracted for juſt reaſons. 
s He encreaſes the portion of another's daughter, 
that ſhe might keep up to the dignity of the perſon 
s {he was about to marry. t He ſupplies another with 
e{ums to make him a Roman knight. u To gratify 
Janother, he ſells him a piece of land below its value, 
* He gives another wherewithal to return into his 
own country, and end his days there in quiet. Y He 
makes himſelf eaſy in the differences of his family, 
-and 


Nihil magis poſſidere me credam, quam bene donata. Senec 
de vita beat. cap. 20. ; 

Hoc habeo, quodcumque dedi. Lib. 6. de benef. cap. 3. 

1 Lib. 2. Ep. 4. r Lib. 3. Ep. 11. Lib. 6. Ep. 32. 

t Lib. x. Ep. 19. * Lib. 7. Ep. 11 & 14. 

* The poet Martial. Lib. 3. Ep. 27. 

Lib. 4. Ep. 10. Lib. 8. Ep. 2. Lib. 5. Ep. 7. 
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and voluntarily gives up his own right. y He be 
ſtows upon his nurſe a piece of ground, big enoughlFhe 
for her ſubfiſtence. 2 He preſents his country withſh: 
a library, and a revenue ſufficient to maintain ite 
He ſettles ſalaries upon profeſſors for the inſtruci 
tion of youth. b He erects a ſchool for the educa} 
tion of orphans and poor children, of which ther 
are {ome footſteps remaining to this day. And al 
this he does with a moderate fortune. But his fru4|f, 
gality, as he declares himſelf, was a rich fund, whicl 
ſupplied whatever was wanting to his revenue, and r 
enabled him to beſtow with ſuch liberality, as is af@n{ 
ſtoniſhing in a private man. © Puod ceſſat ex redituhy | 
Frugalitate ſuppletur ; ex qua, velut ex fonte, libera " 
litas noftra decurrit. | dd 

Let any one aſk the boys what they think of ſuchhan 
an example, after having compared this noble andÞai! 


amiable uſe of riches with the behaviour of ſuchis 


unnatural perſons, who live as if they were bornrd 
only for themſelves, who ſet no other value on riches 1 
than as the means to indulge their paſſions, to ſupÞlu 
port their luxury, and gratify the love of pleaſuresÞo1 
a vain oſtentation, or a reſtleſs curioſity ; who arqynd 
ſerviceable neither to their relations, their friendsau 
nor their moſt ancient and faithful domeſtics ; ane 
who think themſelves under no obligation by thqpaſk 
ties of blood, friendſhip, gratitude, merit, or huÞhi 
manity, nor even to their country, is 

d When M. de Turenne undertook the commangJing 
of the army in Germany, he found the troops in {aff } 


bad a condition, that he ſold his own plate to clothqndi 


the ſoldiers, and mount the horſe, which he didff t 
more than once. Though his eſtate amounted tYor! 
no more than e forty thouſand livres a year, he neJiſt; 
ver would accept of the conſiderable ſums his friendsÞlur 

| offered B 


Y Lib. 6. Ep. 3. * Lib,r. Fp-8. Lib. 4. Ep. 13s c 
> Lib. x. Ep. 8. Lib. 2. Ep. 4. 
4 Hommes llluſtres de M. Perrault. 


When he died, he had not fifteen hundred livres by him i e 


ready money. 
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pffered him, nor take up any thing on truſt from 
he tradeſmen, for fear, he ſaid, that if he fell, 
2lhey ſhould loſe a good part of it. And I know 
ithhhat all the workmen, employed about his houſe, 
it ere ordered to bring: in their bills before he ſet 
put for the campaign, and were regularly paid. 
2 Whilſt he commanded in Germany, a neutral 
own, which thought the King's army was marching 
Howards them, offered this general an hundred thou- 
and crowns, to engage him to take another rout, 
nd make amends for a day or two's march, which 
might coſt the army more. I cannot in conſcience, 
nſwered M. Turenne, accept of this ſum, for I had 
wo intention to paſs by that town, _ 

The action of the great Scipio in Spain, when he 
dded to the portion of a young captive princeſs the 
Fanſom her parents had brought to redeem her, 
gained him no leſs honour than the moſt famous of 
is conqueſts, A like action of the chevalier Bay- 
Ird merits no leſs praiſe, h When Breſſe was taken 
y ſtorm from the Venetians, he ſaved a houſe from 
plunder, whither he had retired to have a mortal 
Found dreſt, which he had received in the ſiege, 
Ind ſecured the miſtreſs of the family and her two 
aughters, who were hid in it, At his departure 
he lady, as a mark of her gratitude, offered him a 
tha aſket containing two thouſand five hundred ducats, 
huFphich he obſtinately refuſed, But obſerving that 

is refuſal was very diſpleaſing to her, and not ca- 
landing to leave her diſſatisfied, he conſented to accept 
n {oFf her preſent, and calling to him the two young 
othqhdies to take his leave of them, he preſented each 
f them with a thouſand ducats to be added to their 
Portion, and left the remaining five hundred to be 
iſtributed among the inhabitants that had been 
lundered. 

But that we may have the better notion of the 
obleneſs and greatneſs of a diſintereſted mind, let 
. 15s conſider It, not in n and princes, whoſe 

glory 
im if e Letters de Bourſault. b Vie du Chey. Bayard. 


door-keeper to a boarding-houſe in Milan, found af 


care to advance them as occalion offered, 
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glory and power may ſeem perhaps to heighten the 
luſtre of this virtue, but in perſons of a lower rank, 
who have nothing about them but the virtue itſclf 

to raiſe our admiration. A poor man, who Was, f 


purſe with two hundred crowns in it. The man, 
who had loſt it, informed by a public ad vertiſe- 
ment, came to the houſe, and giving good proof 
that the purſe belonged to him, the door-keeper re. 
ſtored it to him. The owner full of joy and grati-fy 
tude, offered his benefactor twenty crowns, which! 
the other abſolutely refuſed, He then came don 
to ten, and afterwards to five. But finding hin 
ſtill inexorable, he throws his purſe upon the ground Wl 
and in an angry tone, I have left nothing, ſays he, by 
nothing at all, if you thus refuſe to accept of an) p 
thing, The door-keeper then accepted of five crowns, 
which he immediately diſtributed among the poor. IA. 
J have heard a li-utenant-general in the king's ar- 
my ſay, that upon a certain occaſion, when the {ol-W. 
diers were buly in {tripping the bodies of the flain in 
the commanding officer, to encourage them to pur vn 
ſue the enemy, and at the ſame time make amend 
for their loſs, threw down among them forty or fifffan 
ty piſtoles, which he had in his pocket. The greatKYeq 
eſt part of them refuſed to ſhare in this liberalityhHe 
and thought it would diſhonour them to want preÞhyy 
ſents for doing their duty, and ſerving their king, 
The late M. de Louvois, being informed of this ac Fra 
tion, highly commended them, gave each of chen bro 
a ſum of money in fight of the ar my, and toohtim 


W hoever reads ſuch ſtories as theſe, cannot bu 
be ſenſible of the impreſſion they make upon his 
heart. Let us then compare ſo noble and generuu 
a conduct with the low ſentiments of abundance o 


0 
1 


perlons, wiro ſeem to regard and value nothin; i ix 
the great places they enjoy, bit the opportunity to * 
enrich themſelves with cafe, and we ſhall not ſcru 


0 
ple to conclude with Tully, that there is no vice I 
infamous 
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infamous, eſpecially in perſons of rank and office, 
as avarice. i Nullum igitur vitium tetrius quam ava- 


1 ritia, praſertim in Principibus, et rempublicam guber- 
nantibus. Habere enim quaſiui rempublicam, non mo- 
do turpe eſt, ſed ſceleratum etiam et nefarium. 

I} This paflion for money is a fault extremely diſho- 
aun nourable to men of learning, as on the other hand 
e nothing gains them a greater reputation, than the 
of looking upon riches with indifference. 

HF Seneca, after ſuch frequent and high encomiums 
i of poverty, k had great reaſon to reproach himſelf 
cop for his extravagant attachment to wealth, and thoſe 
Fun numberleſs acquiſitions he made of lands, gardens, 
un and magnificent buildings, not {crupling the practice 
x of the moſt enormous uſury to obtain them, and 
a6 


bringing a diſgrace entirely, if not upon philoſo- 
phy, at leaſt upon the philoſopher. 
nl All chat he has ſaid in one of his 1 diſcourſes in 
r. defence of his conduct, will never convince us that 
au he had not a ſtrong inclination for riches, and that 
lol. he gave them entrance only into his houſe, and not 
uu into his heart. Sapiens non amat divitias, ſed ma- 
ar vult; non in animum illas ſed in domum recipit. 
ny Iam concerned m that Amiot, who was ſo great 
lit an honour to learning in his age, ſhould have ſulli- 
calYed his glory in ſome meaſure by this ruſt of avarice. 
litye was a poor boy, and as is ſuppoſed the ſon of a 
Pp: Wbutcher, and raiſed himſelf by his merit. He was 
ing) made biſhop of Auxerre, and grand almoner of 
ac France. Charles the IX th, whom he inſtructed and 
h em brought up, always called 555 his maſter, and ſome- 
,00Ftimes diverting himſelf with him, would jeſtingly 
reproach him with his avarice. One day as Amiot 
t billkras aſking for a rich benefice, 4h! maſter, ſays the 
2 hb ting, you uſed to J, ang if you had but a thouſand 


YOU Vol. III. Crawns 
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— = 


12 i Lib. 2. Offic. n. 77. . 
y to Ubi eſt (addrefine himſelf to Nero), animus ille modicis conten, 


(cv us? Tales hortos inſtruit, et per haec ſuburbana incedit, et tantis 
a agrorum ſpatiis, tam lato fœnore exuberat? Toru Annal. I. 14. c. 53. 
os L. de Vit. Beate & 27, . | ” Diet, de * 


nus 
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crowns a year, you ſhould be ſatisfied. I . 50 
have that, and more. Sir, anſwered he, my appetite 
encreaſes with my food, He conſtantly obtained 
what he aſked for; and died worth above two hun- : 


dred thouſand crowns. 3 

There is one now in the univerſity, whom I dare r 
not venture to name, becauſe he is {till living, but“ 
I cannot paſs over in mieser his noble and diſinte-“ C 
reſted diſpoſition. After he had taught philoſophy} + 
in the college of Beauvais with great reputation, x 
where he had been brought up as a ſcholar of the“ 
houſe, and was afterwards elected principal; at the & 
very time he was poſſeſſed of the higheſt dignity | in A 
the univerſity, he was called to court to affiſt in the”? 


education of the preſent king of Spain, and has 
fince had the honour of attending upon the young 
monarch, now on the throne, The two courts of 
France and Spain have ſtrove to expreſs their ac- 
knowledgments by offering him benefices and pen- 
ſions, which he has always conſtantly refuſed, al. 
ledging for a reaſon, that his ſalary was more than 
ſufficient to ſupport him according to his ſtation, in nc! 
which his different employments, how diſtinguiſh- ww 
ed ſoever, have never cauſed him to make the leaſt 85 
alteration. iu. 


TI.  Bv1iLDINGS. 


We ſeldom form a right judgment of A that 
have a ſplendid outſide, and ſtrike the view by the! 
external luſtre. There are few perſons, who he: 
of the famous pyramids of Egypt, without beingÞ 
tranſported with admiration, and extolling the gran 
deur and magnificence of the princes who raifc 
them. And yet I queſtion whether this admiratior 
he well grounded, or thoſe enormous piles of build 
ing, which coſt ſuch immenſe ſums, and occaſione 
the loſs of ſo many men who were employed abou 
them, and which were only intended for pom 
and oftentation, n and not for any ſolid uſe , Tac 

I queſ :- big 

" Pyramides, Regum pecuniae otioſa ac ſtulta oſlentatio. Pi 

ib. 36. hilt, nat. cap. 12. 
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I queftion, I fay, whether ſuch buildings deſerve to 
be ſpoke of with ſo much applauſe. | 

True greatneſs does not conſiſt in deſiring or do- 
ing what a diſordered imagination, or a popular er- 


re 


conſiſt in attempting difficult things, purely becauſe 
they are difficult. Nor is it affected with what ſeems 
«|| wonderful, or actuated by the pleaſure of ſurmoun- 
= ting impoſſibilities, as hiſtory relates of Nero, with 
hel whom whatever ſeemed impracticable had the idea 
nel ef grand. O Erat incredibilium cupitor. 
- || ' Cicero was of opinion, that only ſuch works and 
hel duildings really deſerve admiration, as were deſign- 
das ed for the public good, ſuch as aqueducts, city- 
walls, citadels, arſenals, and ſea ports. 
2 42 He obſerves, that Pericles, the principal man in 
Greece, was juſtly blamed for exhauſting the public 
treaſures in adorning the city of Athens, and enrich- 
ng it with ſuperfluous ornaments. The Romans., 
rom the foundation of the empire, had a very diffe- 
ent taſte, They had grandeur in their view, but in 
uch matters only as concerned religion, or the pub- 
ic emolument, 1 Livy obſerves, that under Tarqui- 
ius Superbus they finiſhed a work to carry off the 
vaters of the town, and laid the foundations of the 
apitol with ſuch magnificence as after-ages have 
thatſſcarce been able to imitate ; and we to this day admire 
heiihe ſtrength and beauty of the public ways, which 
heußpere raiſed by the Romans in different parts, and 
cingfill ſubſiſt almoſt entire after ſo many ages. 
ran} A like judgment is to be paſſed upon the buildings 
aiſeqhf private perſons. s Io examining what kind of 


ut 


.tioſpouſe is proper for a perſon in a great office and of 


uildgiſtinguithed rank in the ſtate, thinks lodging and uſe 
one; hat ought principally to be regarded; to which a 


oY C 2 ſecond 
YJOmy | . 
uſe ** Ann. lib. 15. c. 42. r Lib. 1. n. 86. ̃ 
P Lib. 2, Offic. N. 60. Lib. 1. Ofc, N. 138. 
QUE» Ibid, - 


Pull 


ror, repreſent as great and magnificent. It does not 
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ſecond view might be added, with regard to conve- | ; 
nience and dignity ; t but he particularly recommends | 
the avoiding all exceſſive magnificence and expence, 
as the example never fails of becoming pernicious 
and contagious, men being generally apt not only to 
imitate, but to exceed others in this particular, Who, 1 
ſays Tully, has rivalled the famous Lucullus in his : 
virtues ? But how many have followed his example : 
in the coſtlineſs of his buildings? And in our ownly 
days we could cite abundance of families, which havel « 
either been entirely ruined, or remarkably hurt 9 
madneſs for building magnificent houſes in town or, 21 
country, which are the tombs of the moſt ſubſtanrialſ? ft 
riches of a family, and ſoon paſs into the hands off 
ſtrangers, who reap the advantage of the firſt owner's 
folly. And this ſhould lead ſuch perſons, as are en- 
truſted with the education of youth, to caution them 
early againſt ſo common and fo dangerous a taite. 
u The ancient Romans were very remote from this, 
Plutarch mentions one AÆlius Tubero in the life of 
Paulus Emilius, * whom he calls an excellent man 
and one that ſupported poverty in a more noble and 
generous manner than any other Roman, 'There wer: 
ſixteen near relations, all of the AMlian family and 
name, who had only one little houſe in town, andy: 
another in the country, where they all lived togethe 
with their wives, and a great many little children, 
Among the ancient Romans, it was not the houſc 
which honoured the maſter, but the maſter the houſe) 


A. cottage with them became as auguſt as a. temple 
whet tho 


* Cavendum eſt etiam praeſertim, ſi ipſe aedifices, ne extra modus 
ſumptu et m 8 prodeas: quo in genere multum mali etiat 
in exemplo eſt. Studioſe enim plerique, pracſertim in hae part 
ſacta principum imitantur, ut L. Luculli ſummi viri virtutem quis 
at quam multi villarum magnifcentiam imitati ſunt! Ibid, n. 46 

u Cic. lib. 1. de Offic. n. 39. 

* Aynp &pigog x KEY ANOTpE TEOFATH Pawwudiay 1 11 Xprodfevoc: 
Iſtud humile tugurium ... jam omnibus templis tormoſius eri 
eum illic juſtitia conſpectu fuerit, cum continentia, cum prudenti 
pietas, omnium officioram recte diſpenſandorum ratio. Nully 
anguſtus eſt locus, qui hanc tam magnarum virtutum turbam capi 
Senec. de conſol. ad Helv. cap. 9. 
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2 when juſtice, generoſity, probity, ſincerity, and ho- 
2 nour were lodged in it; and how can a houſe be 


Us 
e. called ſmall, which contains ſo many and ſo great 
us © virtues ? | | 


I be taſte for modeſty in buildings, and a diſre- 
2 gard for all expenſiveneſs in this particular, paſſed 
from the republic to the empire, and from private 
men to the emperors in perſon. 

Trajan placed a glory in building little, that he 
might be the better able to ſupport the ancient edi- 
fices. Idem tam parcus in adificando, quam diligens 
in tuendo. He ſct no value upon whatever admini- 


IF f l 
il ſtered to oſtentation and vanity. 2 He underſtood, 
oi fays Pliny, wherein the true glory of a prince con- 


ſiſted. He knew, that ſtatues, triumphal arches, 
and buildings, were liable to periſh by fire and age, 
or the fancy of a ſucceſſor; but that he who deſpi- 
ſes ambition, who governs his paſſions, and lets 
bounds to abſolute power, is extolled by all the 
world during his life, and even after his death, 
when no body is conſtrained to praiſe him. 

The event ſhewed that He was in the right. A- 
lexander Severus repaired ſeveral works of Trajan's, 
Band cauicd that emperor's name to bc fixed upon 
them all, without allowing his own to be placed in 
its ſtead. All the great emperors. acted with the 
ſame moderation; and we fee to. this day, that more 
medals have been itruck to the glory of ſuch prin- 
ces, as repaired public buildings and the monu- 
ments of their predeceſſors, than in honour of 
helthoſe who raiſed new ones. 

We have already obſerved, in another 3 place, that 
Auguſtus was always content with the ſame apart- 
ment and furniture during a reign of near fifty. years. 


C3 Veſpaſian 


* Scis ubi vera principis, ubi ſempiterna fit gloria: ubi ſint ho- 
ores in quos nihil flammis, nihil ſenectuti, nihil ſucceſſoribus li- 
Feat. Arcus enim, et ſtatuas, aras etiam templaque demolitur et 
bſcurat oblivio, negligit carpitque poſteritas. Contra, contemptor- 
Null mbitionis, et infinitae poteſtatis domitor ac fraenator animus, ipſa 

capi etuſlate floreſcit, nee ab ullis magis laudatur, quam quibus minime 
| zeceſſe eſt. Plin. 

Sueton. 
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b Vefpaſian and Titus looked upon it as an ho- Ir 
nour and a pleaſure to preſerve the little country 
houſe, that was left them by their anceſtors, with- i 
out making any alteration in it. V 

Thoſe maſters. of the world did not think them. 0 
ſelves too ſtraitly lodged in a houſe, which had been © 
built only for a private perſon. The ruins of A- te 
drian's country-ſeat are {till remaining, which docs, k 
not ſeem to have been larger than one of our com- a 
mon bouſes, and is by no means equal to that off a) 
feveral private perſons now living. 10 

For men now, who have no other merit than en 
their riches, (and often of how mean an original!) Um 


build magnificent palaces both in town and country; 
and, to the misfortune of all around them, ſooner ex 
or later their neighbour's. houſe, vineyard, and in- fo 
heritance, are ſwallowed up in their vaſt buildings, vj 
and ſerve only to enlarge their gardens and parks. 

What is told of Cardinal d*Amboiſe, archbi- 
thop of Rouen, and miniſter of ſtate under Lewis 
XII. is a very extraordinary example. A. gentle. 
man of Normandy had an eſtate in land not far 
from the beautiful ſeat of Gaillon, which at thatÞ Sp 
time belonged to the archbiſhopric of Rouen. He of 
had no money to give with his daughter in mar- hi: 
riage, and to procure a portion, offered to ſell his in 
land to the cardinal. at a cheap rate. Another 
would perhaps have taken advantage of the occaſi- 
on ; but the cardinal, knowing the gentleman's mo- 
tive, left kim his land, and freely gave him as much 
money as he ſtood in need of. 

We have had a prince d in our days, whoſe lof 
will be eternally lamented in France, as in many o- pla 
ther reſpects, ſo particularly for his extreme aver. the 
fion to all pomp, and uſeleſs expence. It was pro- rou 
poſed to him to put up finer and more faſhionableſf Th. 
chimney-pieces in one of his apartments; but ag; ſelv 
there was no neceſſity for the alteration, he choſcq eirc 

rathe!Fere 


> Sneton. in vit. Veſp. cap. 2. | 
© Vie du Card. d*Amboilſe, par Bandon | 3 1 
© Tac ara of Burgundy. vs Welt 


Ca; Saw 
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rather to preſerve the old ones. He was adviſed to buy 
ga bureau, worth fifteen hundred livres, but thinking 
h- it too dear, he had an old one brought out of the 
3 wardrobe, and contented himfelf with that. And 
thus he behaved in every particular, and out of no 
other motive, than that he might have wherewithal 
to be the more liberal. How great a bleſling to a 
: kingdom, and how kind a preſent from heaven, is. 
m-VJa prince of this character? in point of ſolid glory 
of and real greatneſs, how far preferable is a tender 
J love for the people, which extends to ſuch ſelf- de- 
an] nial for their benefit, to all the magnificence of che 
|!) moſt ſumptuous buildings ? 

i Tt was this that King Lewis XIV. when ready to 
ner expire, that is, at a time when the judgment is moſt 
in · found, recommended to the preſent king, who ſits 
gs, upon che throne. Amongſt other inſtructions, which 
;, have been juſtly deemed worthy of eternal remem- 
bi · brance, I have been tos fond of war d, ſaid he to him, 
wis do not follow me in that, nor in the very great expences 
le · ¶ I have run into. In the laſt diſcourſe he had with 
far his grandſon at Seaux, when he was ſetting out for 
hat Spain, he gave him the fame advice; and the King 
Hef of Spain told the perſon from whom I had it, that 
ar- his grandfather ſpoke theſe words to him with tears 
his} in his eyes. | 


aſi- III. FurniTure. Dress. EQUIPAGE. 


no-] Nothing of this kind makes a man greater or 
ach more deſerving, becauſe nothing of all this makes 
Ia part of himſelf, but is wholly external, and fo- 
loi reign to him. And yet the generality of mankind 
o. place their greatneſs in theſe. They look upon 
er- chemfelves as mixed and incorporated with all a- 
ro- round them, their furniture, dreſs, and equipage. 
able They {well and enlarge the idea they form of them- 
t ag felves, as much as they can, from theſe outward 
zoleeircumftances : By theſe they think they are very 
heil great, and flatter themſelves that they appear ſo in 
the eyes of others. But 


4 Dernieres paroles de Louis XIV. an Roi Louis XV. de 9 
met ic du cabinet du Roi, 
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e But to paſs a right judgment upon their great 
neſs, we ſhould examine them in themſelves, and 
ſet aſide for a few moments their train and retinue. 
We ſhould then find, that they appear great and 3 
exalted, by being beheld at a diſtance, and raiſed in aj 3a 
manner upon their baſis, Strip them of this ad- It 
vantage, and reduce them to their proper ſtandard, t 
to their juſt proportion, and the vain phantom va-· a 
niſhes. Their outſide is rich and fine, like the walls] k 

* 
C. 


j 
1 


of their apartments; within there is often noughtÞ 
but meanneſs, baſeneſs, and poverty, with an hi- 
deous void of every merit; and ſometimes even] 
this fine outward ſhew conceals the moſt enormous! 
crimes and the moſt infamous vices. * 
God, f ſays Seneca, could not have caſt a greater 
reproach and diſgrace upon thoſe outward advanta- 
ges, which are the object of our deſires, than by con- n. 
ferring them, as he often does, upon forry wretches, h. 
and denying them uſually to men of the greateſtÞ ar 
probity. - To what a condition would the latter be th 
reduced, if men were to be judged by their outſide ? m 
How often has the moſt ſolid merit been miſtaken, ÞÞ fe 
and expoſed even to contempt, becauſe concealed] in 
under a mean habit, and an indifferent appearance? Þ na 
g Philopemen, the greateſt ſoldier of his age in] ſt 
Greece, who exalted fo much the glory of the repub-Þ ric 
lic of the Achæans, by his. extraordinary merit, and fu 
whom] wi 


© Nemo iſtorum,. quos divitiae honoreſque in altiore faſtigio po- * 
nunt, magnus eſt. Quare ergo magnus videtur? Cum baſi illum AC 
ſua metiris. . . . Hoc !aboramus crrore, fic nobis imponitur, quod iſ till 
neminem aeſlimamus eo quod eſt, fed adjicimus illi et ea quibus ad- as 
ornatus eſt. Atqui eum voles veram hominis aeſtimationem inire, far 


et ſcire qualis fit, nudum inſpice. Ponat patrimonium, ponat ho- 


nores, et alia fortunae mendacia. Sencc. Epiſt. 76. S +” me 
Auro illos, argento, et ebore ornavi: intus boni nihil eſt. Iſti, cat) 

quos pro felicibus aſpicitis, fi, non qus occurrunt, ſed qua latent, ; 

videritis, miſeri ſunt, ſordidi, turpes, ad ſimilitudinem parietum 


forum extiinſecus cuſti. Itaque, dum illis licet ſtare, et ad arbi- h 
trium ſuum ofter:di, nitent et imponunt: cum aliquid incidit quod x. 
diſturbet ae detegat, tunc apparet quantum altae ac verae fœditatis i 
alienus ſplendor abſconderit. Id. lib. de Provid. cap. 9. * 


f Nullo modo magis poteſt Deus concupita traducere, quam fi illa vic 
ad tur piſſimos defert, ab optimis abigit, Ibid. cap: 5. 
© Plut, in vit. Philo. 
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at- whom the Romans called by way of admiration the 
ind N laſt of the Greeks; this Philopemen was uſually clad 
ue. in a very plain dreſs, and often went abroad without 
nd any ſervant or attendance. In this manner he came 
na] alone to the houſe of a friend who had invited him 
ad- to dinner. The miſtreſs. of the family, who expected 


rd, - 


va. and begg'd he would give her his afliftance in the 
alls kitchen, becauſe her huſband was abſent. Philopemen 
ght without ceremony threw off his cloak, and fell to the 
hi- cleaving of wood. The huſband coming in that in- 
en] ſtant, and furprifed at the oddneſs of the fight, 
bus h How now, Lord Philopemen, ſays he, what's 
! © the meaning of this?“ „Oh, anſwered the other, 
ter © I am paying the intereſt of my bad looks.” 
ta- Scipio Æmilianus, who lived four and fifty years, 
n · never made any acquiſition in all his life, and when 
es, he died, left only four and forty marks of ſilver plate 
eſt and three of gold, though he had been maſter of all 
be the wealth of Carthage, and had enriched his ſoldiers 
e ? more than any other general. Being deputed dy the 
en, fenate of Rome, with full powers to reſtore diſcipline 
led in the towns and provinces, and to inſpect Kings and 
e : nations, though deſcended from one of the moſt illu- 
inÞ ftrious families in Rome, and adopted into one of the 
ib. richeſt, and though he had ſo auguſt a character to 
nd ſupport in the name of the Roman empire, he carried 
om] with him but one friend, and he was a i philoſopher, 
and five ſervants, one of which dying upon the road, 
25 he contented himſelf with the four that remained, 
0d till one came from Rome to ſupply his place. As ſoon: 
ad. as he came to Alexandria with his ſmall retinue, his 
"| tame diſcovered him notwithſtanding all the care his 
modeſty had taken to prevent it, and drew all the 
iti, city to meet him upon his landing. Kk His perſon a- 
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; * Cum per ſocios et exteras gentes iter faceret, non mancipia fed 
il vitoriac numerabaytur; nec quantum auri et argenti, ſed quantum 
; = amplitudinis 


the general of the Achzans, took him for a ſervant, 
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lone, without any other attendance than that of his 
virtues, his actions, and his triumphs, was enough to 
extinguiſh, even in the eyes of the people, the vain 
ſplendor of the King of Egypt, who was advanced to 
meet him with all his court, and drew upon him a- 
lone the eyes, the acclamations, and applauſes of all "YE 
the world. | 1 
Theſe examples teach us, that we ought not to va- - 
lue men by their outward appearance, any more than] 
a horſe by his trappings. An extraordinary meritÞ 
may lie hid under a mean habit, as a rich garmentÞ 
may cover enormous vices. They ſhew us in the 1ſe-Þ 
cond place, that greater courage and refolution, is. 
required, than one would eaſily imagine, to become] 
ſuperior to popular opinions, and to get the better] 
of the falſe infamy which the world is pleaſed to caſt | 
upon a plain, poor, and frugal manner of living. Se- 
neca, as much a philoſopher as he was, or had a 
mind to be thought, had always ſomewhat of this 
falfe ſhame hanging about him; and m he owns him- 
ſelf, that going down ſometimes to his country-ſeat 
in an ordinary chariot, he has bluſhed againſt his 
inclination at the being caught upon the road in fuch 
an equipage by perſons of diſtinction; a certain proof Neg 
as he ſays himſelf, that he had not thoroughly redu- 
ced to practice what he had faid and wrote upon the 
advantages of a frugal life. He that bluſhes at a mean 
chariot, adds he, is fond of a finer. And he has 
made little progreſs in virtue, who dares not openly 
declare in favour of poverty and frugality, and is at 
all concerned about the judgment of ſpectators. 
n Ageſilaus, King of Lacedæmon, was herein a 
greater 
amplitudinis pondus ſecum ferret, aeſtimabatur. Val. Max. lib. 4. 
cap. 3. n. 13. 1 8enec. Ep. 47- | 
m Vix a me obtinee, ut hoc vehiculum,velim videri meum. Dus 
rat adhuc perverſa recti verecundia. Quoties in aliquem comitatum 
lautiorem incidimus, invitus erubeſco: quod argumentum eſt, iſta 
quae probg, quae laudo, nondum habere certam fidem et immobi- 
lem. Qui ſordido vehiculo erubeſcit, pretioſo gloriatur. Parum ad- 
hue profeci, nondum audeo frugalitatem palam ferre: etiam nunc 


curo opiniones viatorum. Senec. Epiſt. 87. 
* Plut: in Vit. Ageſ. ; 
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greater philoſopher than Seneca. A Spartan edu- 
cation had arm'd him againſt this falſe ſhame. Phar- 
nabaſus, governor of one of the provinces belonging 
to the King of Perſia, had deſired to treat of peace 
to drith him; and the interview was appointed in the 
open field. The firſt appeared in all the pomp and 


al luxury of the Perſian court. He was dreſſed in a pur- 


ple robe embroidered with gold and ſilver. The 

ground was ſpread with rich carpets, and fine cuſhions 
an were laid to fit down upon. Ageſilaus, in a very plain 
dreſs, without any ceremony, ſat himſelf down upon 
_ the graſs. The pride of the Perſian was confounded 
© Fat his behaviour, and unable to ſupport the compa- 
riſon, paid homage to the plainneſs of the Lacedæ- 
monian, by following his example. And this, becauſe 
u quite different train, which far outſhone all the gold 
and ſilver of Perſia, ſurrounded Ageſilaus, and gain- 


ed him reverence; I mean, his name, his reputation, 


Fo is victories, and the terror of his arms, which made 
he King of Perſia tremble even upon his throne. 
"| The Emperors o Nerva, p Trajan, 4 Antoninus and 
5 Marcus Aurelius, ſold the palaces, the gold and 
5 ilver plate, the valuable furniture, and all the ſuper- 
0 f uities they could diſpenſe with, which their prede- 
to: eſſors had heaped up through a deſire of poſſeſſing 
he ſolely whatever was exquiſitely curious. Theſe 
an Princes, as alſo Veſpaſian, Pertinax, Severus Alex- 
Inder, Claudius II. and Tacitus, who were raiſed to 
5 he empire by their merit, and whom all ages have 
| l dmired as the beſt and greateſt of Princes, always 
at affected a great ſimplicity in their apparel, their fur- 
, Piture, and outward appearance, and deſpiſed what- 
ter Fer bad the leaſt tincture of pomp and dx N And 
© Þy retrenching all uſeleſs expences, s they found a 


1 Þreater fund in their own modeſty, than the moſt 
pu: Fwaricious in all their ſpoils; and without endea- 
um ouring to ſet themſelves off by an outward luſtre, 

. t ſhewed 


ad Dio. ? Plin. Paneg- Sages 
8 In Vit. Marc. Aurel. Vit. Epit. et Eutrop. 
l Plin. Paneg. 
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t ſhewed they were only Emperors by the care they 
took of the public. In every thing elſe, they reſem- 
bled other citizens, and lived like private men. Bui 
the lower they ſtoop'd in their condeſcenſions, tha 
greater and more auguſt they appeared. 7 
u Veſpaſian upon ſolemn days drunk out of a ſmall C 
ſilver cup, which had been left him by his grandmoÞ 
ther, who brought him up. * Trajan's retinue wal 
very modeſt and moderate. He had no body to clear 
the way before him, and was pleaſed ſometimes t 
be under a neceſſity of {topping in the ſtreets to le 

the attendants of others paſs by him. | 
y Marcus Aurelius was ſtill more averſe to every 
thing that had the air of pomp and luxury. He lay 
upon the bare ground ; at twelve years old he took 
the habit of a philoſopher; he forbore the uſe of 
guards, the imperial ornaments, and the enſigns o 
honour, which were carried before the Cæſars an 
the Auguſti. Nor was this conduct owing to his ig 
norance of what was grand and beautiful, but to thi 
juſter and purer taſte he had of both, and to an in 
timate perſuaſion that the greateſt glory, and princi 
pal duty of man, eſpecially if in power, and eminent 
ly conſpicuous, is ſo far to imitate the Deity, as tc 
throw himſelf into a condition of wanting as little as 
may be for himſelf, and doing all the good to others" 
he is capable of. fro 
z Arnold d'Oſſat, who is ſo famous for his won 
derful abilities in negotiation, though his furnitur: 
Fell far ſhort of the dignity of a cardinal, refuſed tf 
accept of the money, the chariot and horſes, and the 
damaſk bed, which the cardinal de Joyeuſe ſent hin 
as a preſent three weeks after his promotion, For 
a ſays he, though I have not all that is requiſite, i 
ſupport this dignity, yet I will not for that reaſon reg 
nounce the abſtinence and modeſty I have always olſer 
Ir | vt 


© Dio lib. 66. Tj Tpovoix Tov Hο⁰4, EvTOXpaTup evt xo. alu 
u Sutton. Vit. Velpal. cap. 2. - * Piin. Paueg. V 
Y M. Avr. vit. Dio. Julian. Caſ. 

2 Vie du card. d'Oſlat. Lett. 18. * Lot 
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m. ved. Such a diſpoſition is far more extraordinary and 
Zul valuable, than a magnificent equipage, and rich fur- 
tl miture. 

1 2 * The tribune of the people, who became an advo- 
cate for the Roman ladies againſt the ſeverity of Cato, 
Rand pleaded tor the reſtoring to them, after the ſe- 


n. : ond Punick War, the right of wearing gold and fil- 
cr in their apparel, ſeems to inſinuate, that dreſs or 


Sornament were in a manner their natural province; 
let Land that as they could not aſpire to any pr eferments 
to the prieſthood, or the honour of a triumph, it 
eri would not only be cruel, but unjuſt, to refuſe them 
lata conſolation, which the ſole neceſſity of the times 
doi had taken from them. This reaſon might affect the 
 offpeople, but was not very honourable to the ſex, as it 
of taxes them with weakneſs and meanneſs, in repre- 
andWenting them as fond of trifles. Virorum hoc animss 
; igYpulnerare poſſet, quid muliercularum cenſetis, quas et- 
tha am parva movent, 
in! Yet we learn from hiſtory, that the Roman ladies 
ncifgeneroully ſtript themſelves of all their jewels, and 
preſented all their gold and filver, bat one time, to 
nable the republic to diſcharge a vow made to A- 
ollo, for which they had honourable diſtinctions 
granted them; and at another, to redeem. Rome 
from the Gauls, which procured them the right and 
rivilege of being praiſed in funeral orations, as 
turdvell as the men, dn the ſecond Punick War, the 
mdows in like manner brought their gold and 
Wilver into the public treaſury, to aſſiſt the ſtate in the 
infſextreme neceſſity under which it groaned. 

The famous Cornelia, daughter to the great Scipio, 
and mother to the Gracchi, is univerſally known. 
„Her extraction was the nobleſt i in Rome, and her ta- 
ery the richeſt, e A lady of Campania, coming to 

vFnake her a viſit, and lodging in her houſe, diſplayed 
ith pomp whatever was then moſt faſhionable and 
aluable for the toilette, gold and Nec Jewels, dia- 


; Vol. III. D monds, 


© Liv. lib. 34. n. 74. ÞLiv. lib. 5. p. 25. © Ib. n. 50. 
Liv. lib. 24. n. 28. © Yaler, Nas. lib. 4. cap. 4. 
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monds, bracelets, pendants, and all that apparatus 
which the ancients called mundum muliebrem. She 
expected to find ſomewhat ſtill finer in the houſe of 
a perſon of her quality, and defired very importu. 
nately to ſee her toilette. Cornelia artfully pro- 
longed the converſation till ſuch time as her chil-þ 
dren came home, who were then gone to the public 
ſchools, and pointing to them as they entered, See 
« here, ſays ſhe, are my jewels.” Et hac, inquit, 
ornamenta mea ſunt, We need only examine our 
own thoughts in relation to theſe two ladies, to find 
out how far ſuperior the noble ſimplicity of the one 
was to the vain magnificence of the other, And 
indeed what merit or ability is there in buying up a 
large collection of precious {tones and jewels, in be- n 
ing vain of them, or in not knowing how to talk oo. 
any thing elſe? And on the other hand, how trulyuſ 
worthy is it in a perſon of the firſt quality to be aſſo 
bove ſuch trifles, to place her honour and glory in 1 
the good education of her children, in ſparing noſWul 
expence towards the bringing it about, and in ſhew- f þ 
ing, that nobleneſs and greatneſs of ſoul do equally 
belong to both ſexes ? 

f De Beaunes, archbiſhop of Bourges, in the 
e oration he made to the ſtates of Blois againſt lux-ſſi 
<< ury, and principally with reſpect to.coaches, which 
« ſeveral perſons of mean condition began to makehou 
uſe of, highly commends the modeſty of the pre- rta 

«© mier preſident du Thou's lady, who, to ſet an cx-ſpal 
« ample to other ladies of quality, was always conhey 
& tented to be carried behind another on horlcÞate: 
& back, when ſhe made her viſits in the town. ou 
What merits praiſe in this little ſtory, is not the viIf 
ſiting on horſeback (ſuch were the cuſtoms of thoſ 
times) but the noble greatneſs of ſoul in this lady 
who thought, that the giving others an example ol 
modeſty and ſimplicity was the beſt manner of 1up 
porting the dignity of her ſtation, and becoming imo 
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reality a premier preſident, 


cd opuſe. de Leyſel, 
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us 
heÞ Iv. 07 Loxvxv; in FaTING and DnintinG; 
of 
u. This was carried in the declenſion of the republic 
ro · to an almoſt incredible exceſs, and under the Em- 
fil perors they ſtill roſe upon the gluttony of their pre- 
licfeceflors. 
Zee s Lucullus, who in other reſpects was a man of 
lit excellent qualities, upon his return from the war, 
urfſyttempred to ſubſtitute the glory of magnificence to 
hat of his arms and battles, and turned all his ſtu- 
lies that way.. He laid out immenſe ſums upon his. 
ouſes and: gardens, and was ſtill more expenſive at 
is table. He required it every day to be ſerved up 
the ſame ſumptuous manner, though nobody was. 
> dine with him. As his ſteward was one day ex- 
ſing the meanneſs of his dinner, becauſe there was- 
Jo company, Did you not know (ſays he) that 
Lucullus was to eat at Lucullus's houſe to-day.” 
ully and Pompey not giving credit to the reports 
F his ordinary magnificence, were reſolved one day 
o ſurprize him, and be ſatisfied, whether it was ſo 
r not. And meeting him in public, they invited 
emſelves, and would not allow him to give- any 
Irections to his domeſtics. about their entertain- 
dent. He therefore barely ordered that dinner 
zould be ſerved up in the hall of Apollo. The en- 
pre: rtainment was got ready with ſo much celerity and 
ex. Pulence, as ſurprized and aſtoniſhed his gueſts, 
con qhey did not know that the hall of Apollo was a 
orſcFatch-word, and ſignified that the feaſt ſhould a-- 
wn. ſount to b fifty thouſand drachms. 
e vi If good g and drinking were capable of pro- 
ring ſolid glory, Lucullus was the greateſt man of 
age. But who ſees not, how pitiful and filly it: 
lc olfas to place his honour and reputation in making. 
ſupſſe world believe, that he every day ſquandered en- 
ng ifmous and ſenſeleſs expences for the gratification: 
his own private appetite ? I queſtion whether his 
EY 1 | gueſts, 
8 Plut. in Lucullo, | d 2500 livres. 
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gueſts, who mightily commended and admired, no 
doubt, ſuch prodigious magniſicence, were much 
wiſer than he. For twas they ſupported his folly : 
and diſtemper. i /rritamentum «jt omnium in qui 
1nſanimus, admirator et conſcius. And the ſame, may 
be ſaid of all that outward magniſicence, by whichÞ 
men ſtrive to make themſelves conſiderable, lar; vel ; 
apartments, valuable furniture, and rich garments|Þ 
k is all for ſhew, and not for eaſe; for the ſpect 
tors, and not for the maſter, Place him ia ſoltud? 
and you make him frugal and modeſt, and all thi 
vanity is at an end. | ae 
But to give a different inſtance of this folly, I. 
perſon, entering Anthony's kitchen, was ſurprizel 
to ſee. eight wild boars roaſting at the ſame time 
He judged there was like to be a great deal of com 
pany, but was miſtaken. Whilſt Anthony was a 
Alexandria, there was always a magnificent enter 
tainment ready to be ſerved up about ſupper time 
that whenever Anthony was pleaſed to call for it 
he might have his table covered with the moſt ex 
quilite MEALS, + +» e M 
I forbear to mention Re extravagant and wild ex 

ences, as a diſh made up of the tongues of the ſcar 
ceſt birds in the univerſe, or ſeveral pearls of nmmenl 
price infuſed and difolved in a certain liquor, for th 

leaſure of ſwallowing down a million at a draught 
To theſe monſters of luxury, who are a diſgrac 
to mankind, let us oppofe the modeſty and frugaliyf 
of a Cato, the honour of his age and common f. 
wealth; I mean the elder, who is uſually ſirname ſu 
the Cenſor. m He boaſted that he had never dran n 


hu > o- a. 


222 


any other wine, than ſuch as was drunk by his work ab 

men and domeſtics, never bought a fupper whid] © 

exceed W. 

1927 Ep. 94. ur 

„ Quid miraris? Quid ſtupes? Pompa eſt. Oſlenduntur iſtac | ha 

non poſſidentur. Senec. Bp. 110. pr 

Ambitio et luxuria ſcenam deſiderant; ſanabis iſta, ſi abſcond : 
ris. Id. Ep. 94. 


Aſſueſcamus à nobis removere rompam, et hs rerum non ( 
namenta metiri. Id. de tran. animae, ow 9 
2 Pjut. in vit. Anton. m Plut. in vit. Cat. Ceo! 
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exceeded thirty ſeſtertia, nor ever wore a garment 
which coſt above an hundred drachms of filver. He 
learnt to live thus, he ſaid; from the example of the 


famous Curius, that great man who drove Pyrrhus 


out of Italy, and had thrice the honour of a triumph. 
The houſe he had lived in, in the country of the 
Sabines, was near to Cato's, and for this reaſon he 
looked upon it as a model the more venerable from 
being in his neighbourhood; Twas this Curius the 
embaſſadors of the Samnites found in a poor little 


cottage, ſitting in the chimney corner boiling of 


roots, who rejected their preſents with diſdain, tel- 
ling them, that whoever could be content with ſuch 
a ſupper did not want gold; and that for his part 
he thought it more honourable to command over 
thoſe who had riches, than to have them himſelf. 
Theſe examples may. be too old perhaps to make 
any impreſſion upon the generality of mankind in 
our age; but they had ſuch an effect upon ſeveral of 
the greateſt Roman emperors; that though they were 
in full poſſeſſion of riches: and power, though they 
were to ſupport the majeſty of a large empire, and 
had the profuſion of their predeceſſors in every kind 


before their eyes, they thought they could not aſpire 


to be really great, but as they roſe above that cor- 
ruption of their own age, and reſembled thoſe vene- 
rable models of antiquity, formed upon the rules of 
the pureſt reaſan and the juſteſt taſte of ſolid glory. 

"Twas by ſtudying theſe great originals, that Veſ- 


paſian declared himſelf an enemy to all pomp, plea- 


ſures and entertatnments; and that he followed the 
modeſty and frugality of the ancients in every thing 


about him. Twas by. theſe virtues he check'd the 


courſe of public luxury and prodigality, eſpecially- 
with reſpect to eating. And this diſorder, » which 
under Tiberius ſeemed to be paſt all remedy, and. 
had increaſed exceſſively under the ſucceeding bad 
princes, and which the laws armed with all the ter-- 

. | rorss 


Tacit. Ann. lib. 3. cap. 2. 
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rors of puniſhment had not been able to ſuppreſs, 
o gave way to the bare example he ſet of ſobriety 
and temperance, - and the deſire others had of plea- 
ling him by doing as he did. p In the ſame manner 
he threw a ſcandal and diſgrace upon luxury and ef. 
Feminacy, by taking away a commiſſion. from a young 
man to whom he had given it, becauſe he was per- 
fumed when he came to thank him for it. {had} 
rather, faid he, you had flunk of garlick.. : 

The Emperors. Nerva, Trajan, Antoninus, Mar- 
cus Aurelius, Severus, Alexander, Pertinax, Au- 
relian, Tacitus, Claudius II. and Probus, all princes Þ 
who have done the greateſt honour to the throne, pr 
guided by the ſame taſte, and diſciples of the ſame Þ 
..maſters, always took care to be very frugal and mo- 
deſt in their tables, and baniſhed all expence and de- 
licacy from them with the utmoſt ſeverity. Moſt 
of them, whilit in the camp, 4 eat the common bre 
food that was given to the army; and Alexander, i 
to ſatisfy the ſoldiers that he fed as they did, cauſed 
his tent to be always open whilſt he was at his 
meals, When he was not in the field, the daily 
expence- of his. houſe, to our great aſtoniſhment, 
was ſo ſmall, that now-a-days it would ſcarce ſuffice 
à private family. He had no gold utenſils, and his 
filver plate did not amount to three hundred merks; 
fo. that when. much company was to dine with him, 
he would borrow the plate of his friends, with their 
ſervants to wait on them; not kœeping more officers 
in his palace, than he commonly ſtood in need of. 
And this is not out of any parſimonious diſpofition, 
for never prince was more liberal, 5 but. out of a 
thorough conviction, as he would often ſay, that þ 
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0 Praecipuns adſtricti moris auctor Veſpaſianus fuit, antiquo ipſe 
cultu victuque: obſcquium inde in principem et aemulandi amor, 
validior quam pena ex legibus et metus. Tacit. Annal. |. 3. c. 55. 

5 Sueton. lib. 8: c. 8. 4 Cheeſe,, bacon, beans, polſe. 

r Fiftcen pints of wine a day, thirty pound of meat, and eighty T 
pound of bread, Only they added a green goole on feaſt days, and MW 7; 
upon great ſoiemnities, a pheaſant or two, and two capons, Lamp S. 
in vit. Alex. | Lamp. in vit, Alex. ius, 
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„che grandeur and glory of the empire did not con- 
ſiſt in ſplendor and magnificence, but in the ſtrength. 
Jef the ſtate, and the virtue of thoſe who governed 
it. * Ptolemy, King of Egypt, had long before ſet, 
ſa like example of modeſty, He had very little plate 
in his palace, no more than was requiſite for his own. 
private uſe. And when he invited any of his friends 
to dine with him, he would ſend and borrow theirs, 
Þ declaring it was more my of a king to enrich 
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-- Jothers, than to be rich himſelf. 

1- | What is reported of the Emperor Probus, * who 
es holds one of the firſt places in the number of great 
e, Iprinces, and under whom the Roman empire arri- 


ved at the higheſt pitch of happineſs, is no leſs 
vorthy of admiration. During his war with Perſia, 
is he was. fitting at dinner upon the bare ground, 
and eating a meſs. of pork and peaſe, word was 
brought him that the Perſian embaſſadors were ar- 
x, (ived. Without changing either his poſture or dreſs, 
ed {hich was no other than a purple coat, but made of 
his @roollen, and a cap which he wore for want of hair; 
iy he ordered them to be introduced, and told. them 
nt, Phat he was the Emperor, and they might go and 
ice gell their maſter, that if he did not take care, he 
his (ould in a month's time lay all his fields as naked 
s; If trees and corn, as his head was of hairs; and at 
he ſame time, he took off his cap, to make them 
he better comprehend his meaning. He then invi- 
d them to eat part of his dinner, in caſe they were 


of, Pungry; if not, they had nothing to do, but to go 
on, Nack immediately. The embaiiadors made their re- 


f a ſort to their prince, who. was in a terrible fright, 

hat F well as his ſoldiers, that they had to deal with a 
the eople, who were ſuch profeſſed enemies to luxury 
Ind pleaſures. He came in perſon to meet the Em- 

ip Feror, and granted him whatever he demanded. 

5s. | | | : But 

ſe. | 

ighty “ The ſon of Lagus. Plut. in Apophthegm. | 

„ and * TY raourery FAE mo movie H PariaixoTepoys 

Lamp: Syneſins names him Carinus ; but Nl. Titlemont, after F. Peta- 

us, is of opinion, that it agrees better with Probus. 


36 Of the Tafte ſolid Glory 1 
But, comparing all I have hitherto mentioneſ 
concerning pomp and ſimplicity; on the one ſide 
whatever is moſt ſplendid, riches, magnificent build 
ings, furniture, fine clothes, and a table moſt ſump 
tuouſly and delicately ſpread; and on the other, po 
verty, ſimplicity, frugality and modeſty, but attend 
ed with victories, triumphs, conſulſhips, dictator'i; 
power; and even the empire of the world; I leay 
it to the judgment of any man of good ſenſe an 
reaſon, on which ſide lies the noble and great, an 
which he thinks deſerves moſt his eſteem and admi ( 
ration. The decifion will not be difficult. A 
it is this natural and unſtudied ſenſe of thing ; 
which I look upon as the rule of good taſte in I 
point of ſolid glory and real grandeur, 8 
In quoting theſe ancient examples of modeſty an o 
frugality, I have no deſign to propoſe them as per , 
fect models for our imitation, Our age and mai te 
ners cannot bear fo-maſculine and robuſt a virtue 
There are beſides certain rules of decency to be oi ſe 
ſerved, and in every ſtate and condition things m- 
be reduced to an honeſt and commendable medi th 
crity, which will juſtify and direct the uſe of then ha 
But how much ought we to be concerned, and i va 
ſhamed to obſerve to what a degree our manneſ for 
have degenerated from the virtue of the ancient Ih 
gans? And what efforts ought we not to make ha, 
conform in ſome meaſure at leaft to thoſe primit 1 
rules, though we are not ſo happy to have any long ces 
the courage and liberty entirely to come up to then len 
My deſign in thefe examples, is firſt to teafl gre 
youth, that they ought not to look upon ſuch age 
lead a poor and frugal lite, as contemptible or ef the 
unhappy. It is the reflection which Seneca draſ ven 
from the examples before us. Do we think, * 1 the 
| tion 


| | 1 
* Scilicet majores noſtri, quorum virtus etiam nune vitia n = 
ſuſtentat, infelices erant, qui ſibi manu ſua parabant cibum, qu 10 
terra cubile erat, quorum tecta nondum auro fulgebant, qui dra 
templa nondum gemmis nitebant. Sencc., de coulvlat. ad H of p 


cap 10. 8 him 
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he, that our anceſtors, whoſe virtues ſtill ſupport 


the empire, which our vices would have long ago 
J deſtroyed, were much to be pitied, for dreſſing their 
own dinners, for lying on hard; couches, or for ha- 
ving neither gold nor diamonds in their houſes and 
8 temples ? 


J am ſenſible that one objection may be made to 
all I can ſay of the ancient Greeks and Romans, 
For though we may reſpect the examples of fruga- 
lity, fimplicity and poverty, in Ariſtides, Cimon, 
Curius, Fabricius, Cato, &c. yet it is natural e- 
nough to make ſome abatements, from the perſua- 
ſion, that in poor republics it was ſcarce poſſible to 
live otherwiſe; and it is {ſtill doubtful with the ge- 
nerality of people, whether theſe examples can be 
of any uſe to our age, which is richer and more 
plentiful, and in which it would be ridiculous to at- 
tempt to imitate them. But, in my opinion, the 


example of che emperors amounts to full proof, and 


ſets the matter beyond exception. In ſhort, if thoſe 


maſters of the world, whoſe riches were equal to 


their power, and who ſucceeded to'emperors, that 
had carried luxury, pleatures, epicuriim and extra- 


vagance to the utmoſt heights of exceſs, were ſtill 


fond of frugality, modeſty, ſimplicity, and poverty, 
what reaſonable reply can be made to the maxims I 
have laid down upon this ſubject ? 7 
I would defire to know, whether thoſe great prin- 
ces I have ſpoke of, thoſe men of extraordinary ta- 
lents and ſuperior genius, had not the taſte of real 
greatneſs and ſolid glory; whether all nations and 
ages have been miſtaken in the high encomiums 


_U they have given them; and whether any one ever 


ventured to charge them with having debaſed either 
the nobility of their birth, the dignity of their ſta- 
tion, or the majeſty of the empire; and whether, 
on the other hand, theſe were not the qualities, 
which raiſed them the higher, and have univerſally 
drawn upon them the eſteem, love, and admiration 
of poſterity. Can any private perſon now imagine 
himſelf a better judge b. real glory than they were, 

or 
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or ſhould he think himſelf unhappy, or diſhonou- w 
red, by being found in fuch illuſtrious company, * 
and ſtanding by a Trajan, an Antoninus, or a Mar- fe 
cus Aurelius? Shall we pay a greater regard to an] de 
Apicius, who ſetting up for a perfect maſter in the 
art of cookery, infected and corrupted his age by that 
wretched ſcience? y Qui ſcientiam popine prqfeſſus, 
diſciplina ſua ſeculum infecit, Shall we prefer to the ob 
great examples I have quoted thoſe of Caligula, Nero,“ 
Otho, Vitellius, Commodus, or Heliogabalus ? For, 
to the ineſtimable good fortune of their people, all“ 
the good emperors in general, and without excepti- Wh 
on, have been of the character I here recommend; he 
and all the bad emperors in general are found in theo! 
oppoſite claſs, with all the vices which I condemn. Wati 
My deſign, ſecondly, is to inſtil into the boys a ve-· Ihe 
neration for the original ſource and principle from 
whence aroſe that generous contempt, which the! 
great men of antiquity ſhewed for what the greateſt 
part of mankind now admire and purſue. ' For it is 
this principle, this diſpoſition of the mind, which 
is really eſtimable. A man may be reſerved andÞlu: 
modeſt in the midſt of riches and honours, as hegen 
may be proud and avaricious in the obſcurity of 2 iſir 
Poor and wretched life. | hie 
2 The Emperor Antoninus is judged to be one off 
the greateſt princes that ever reigned. He was held 
in ſuch reverence by all poſterity, a that neither the 
Roman people, nor the ſoldiers, could: ſuffer any o- Neils 
ther emperor to be called after his name; and Alex - hic 
ander Severus himſelf found it too auguſt, to ven- ed: 
ture upon aſſuming it. b Antoninus, through anjſccon 
equality of mind and greatneſs of foul, which ren-pnte 
dered him independent of all without him, was u- + 
fually ſatisfied with what was moſt plain and mode - In 
rate. As he affected nothing particular in his food; pon 
lodging, bed, domeſties, or dreſs, wearing only theſe r 
common ftuffs, and ſuch as were readieſt to-be metÞrm; 
1 7h {52 FO, (if | with ;Þ m: 


Senec. de conſol. ad Helv. cap. 10. | 3 

* Dio lib. 70. Capitol. in vit. T. Antonin. * 

*. Capitol. in vit. Macrin: Diad. Getae. Lamprid. in vit. Alexand. "din 
M. Aurel. lib, 1. c. 18. et lib. 6. c. 23. 
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with; ſo he would make uſe of the conveniencies 
A Which offered, without rejecting them through af- 
fectation; equally ready to uſe every thing with mo- 
deration, or lay it aſide without uneaſineſs. | 
It was this diſpoſition of mind the wife of 'Tube- 
ro, whom I have already ſpoke of, particularly ad- 
mired in her huſband, according to the judicious 
Jobſervation of Plutarch. She was not aſhamed 
% d fays the hiſtorian, of her huſband's poverty, 
r,“ but admired in him the virtue which made him 
ur conſent to remain poor :” that is, the motive 
i- Nhich retained him in his poverty, by diſapproving 
|; {he means of becoming rich, which are uſually dit- 
ne honeſt and unjuſt. For the lawful ways of accumu- 
ating wealth were very rare to a noble Roman ; as 
e could not apply himſelf to buſineſs and trade, 
or expect any gratification, or penſion, or other 
ind of benefit, which officers alen now receive 
rom the liberality of our princes, by way of re- 
ompence for the ſervices he did the ſtate. There 
vas ſcarce any other way of becoming rich, but by 
plundering the provinces, as other magiſtrates and 
generals did. And it was this greatneſs of ſoul, this 
liſintereſtedneſs, this delicacy and love of juſtice, 
hich made him reject all unworthy means of 
hrowing off his poverty, that this lady ſo deſerved- 
y admired in him. Infinitely above the common 
entiments of the world, ſhe diſcerned through the 
o- eils of poverty and ſimplicity the greatneſs of. foul 
ex · Thich occaſioned them, and thought herſelf obli- 
en· Jed to reſpect her huſband ſtill more upon that very 
 anſſſccount, which might perhaps have rendered him 
en· Putemptible to other women; #uu3tvre ru aperi d 
GG wu Wevng v. 1 

de · In my opinion, the youth ſhould principally be put 
od; pon taking notice of ſuch paſſages as theſe, whilſt they 
theſſÞc reading hiſtory, as nothing is more capable of 
metÞrming their taſte and judgment, to which the care 
th; maſters ought entirely to tend, It 


: Our l xuvownivn v Teviey TY dv, & d Oavudlura r & t- 
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It is of ſervice alſo to confirm theſe inſtruQtioni 
by exam 1 7 2 taken from modern hiſtory, and oi 
cially of the great men, whoſe memory is ſtill re- 
cent. Who has not heard of M. de Turenne's ſim- j 
plicity and modeſty in his retinue and equipage ?Þ 
He ſtrives to conceal himſelf,” ſays M. Flechicr 
in his funeral oration, ** bur his reputation diſco- 
« vers him. He marches without a train of atten- 
« dants, whilſt every man in his own mind places 
him upon a triumphal car. As he paſſes by, the! 
“ enemies he has conquered are reckoned, and not t 
* the ſervants which followed him. Alone as heÞc 
& is, we imagine him ſurrounded in all places with n 
* his virtues and victories. There is ſomething ex-Wir 
* tremely noble in this elegant ſimplicity, and then 
« leſs hanghty he is, the more venerable he be-Wle 
comes.“ His character was exactly the ſame infſWſe 
all reſpects, in his buildings, his furniture, and hiſſo 
table. M. de Catinat, the worthy diſciple of fuchYſh 
a maſter, imitated him in his Bumpuckty, as well aw 
in his military virtues, 0 

I have heard ſome officers ſay, who had ſervedÞmo 
under theſe two great men, that in the army the! 


tables were well ſupplied, but with great plainneſs 
that they were plentiful, but military; that they eat 
only of common food, and drank only of the wing « 
of the country, where the troops lay. genẽ 
Mareſchal de la Ferte, when no longer able tu: 
ſerve, through his great age and infirmities, order Pagr 
ed his ſon's equipage for the campaign to be gohons; 


ready. His ſteward, having made ample proviſio fie. 


of trufles, morelles, and all the other materials tha efen 
were requiſite to make excellent ragouts, by th 
ſon's direction, brought in the bill. The MareſchqF*cs e 
had ſcarce caſt his eye upon it, before he threw i 
away in a paſſion, * It is not thus, ſaid he, that w 
„made war, Coarſe meat plainly dreſſed was 1 
the ragouts we had. Go, tell my fon, that I vi, 
«© not put myſelf for nothing to ſo fooliſh an cx A 


« pence, and ſo unworthy of a foldicr,” This it in 
W 
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was told by an officer that was preſent. And the 
c ſame gentleman obſerved, that in the late war the 
e. officers, that met at Paris, ſeldom entertained them- 
n. ſelves with any other food, than ſuch as they had 
eaten during the campaign. 
er Lewis XIV. in the military code he has left be- 
o- hind him, which contains divers regulations for the 
n · ſoldiery, beſides what relates to plate, equipage, and 
es dreſs, e particularly recommends plainneſs and fruga- 
he lity in cating ; and to this end enters into a very par- 
ot ticular detail, and forbids an expenſive and ſumptu- 
heÞÞ ous table, under ſevere penalties, Thus a prince, 
ith] who knows how to govern, eaſily comprenends how 
ex- important it is to the ſtate to banith all luxury and 
magnificence from the camp; f to ſuppreſs the ſenſe- 
leſs ambition of ſuch as ſtrive to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves g by a falſe politeneſs, and the ſtudy of what 
ſoftens and enervates mankind ; and to cover with 
ſhame ſuch profuſions as conſume in a few months 
what might ſerve for ſeveral years, or be ſo much 
ore nobly applied in relieving the diſtreſſes, and pro- 


ved noting the happineſs of mankind, 

heir ; | 

eſs Vol. III. E . 
= 


Wing Sa majeſte voulant par toutes voies 6ter les motens aux officiers 
genẽraux de ſes armes de ſe conſtituer en des depenſes inutiles et 
uperflues, comme celles qui ſe font en leurs tables, s'etant intro- 
uit une mEchante coutume de faire dans les armes des repas plus 
agnifiques et ſomptueux qu'ils ne font ordinairement en leurs mai- 
ons; ce qui non ſeulement incommode les plus riches, mais ruine 
ntierement les moins accommodes, qui à leur exemple, PAR UNE 
AUSSE REPUTATION, eroient Etre obliges de les imiter..... 
Defend ſa majeſté aux lientenans genẽraux, &c. qui tiendront table, 
y faire ſervir autre choſe que des potages et du röti, avec des en- 
Nes et ontremets qui ne ſeront que de yroſſes viandes, ſans qual 
Paiſſe y avoir aucunes aſſiettes volantes ni hors d'uvre, &c. RE- 
lemens du 24 Mars 1672, et du premier Avril 1705. 

f Ambitione ftolida luxurioſos apparatus conviviorum, et irrita- 
— libidinum, ut inſtrumenta belli, lucrantur. Tacit. hiſt. 1, 1. 
338. | 

Paulatim diſceſfam ad delinimenta vitiorum, balnea, et con vi- 
jorum elegantium ; idque apud imperitos humanitas yocatur. Ta- 
It in vit. Agric, cap. 21. a | 


» 
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V. Honours. DIC NITIESV. 


r * 


Poſts of preferment, and the marks of reſpect an- 
nexed to them, may Hatter the ambition and vanity 
of mankind, but in themſelves include no real glo-] 
ry or ſolid greatneſs, as they are foreign to them, as pi 
they are not always the proof and reward of merit, nc 
as they add nothing to the good qualities either ofÞÞn: 
body or mind, as they correct none of our faults, tee 
but often, on the contrary, ſerve. only to multiplyſan 
and make them more remarkable, by making them] hi. 
conſpicuous, and exhibiting them in a ſtrongerſy i 
light. Thoſe who judge beſt, without ſufferingſto 
themſelves to be dazzled by empty ſhew, have al- pir 
ways held dignities as burthens which they were#ge 
loaded with, rather than honoured by; and theſna 
higher they have been raiſed, the heavier and moreſſen. 
dreadful the weight has appeared. There is nothingMis 
ſo ſplendid in the eyes of mankind, as royalty andme: 
ſovereign power, and nothing at the ſame time is {ohi 
laborious and oppreſſive. The glory which ſurPt t 
rounds it, makes us with reaſon admire ſuch per 
ſons as have had the courage to refuſe it; and the 
labour and pains which are inſeparable from it 
make us {till more admire ſuch as rightly diſcharg 
all the duties of it. 

The young Sidonians, who refuſed the 8 
which was offered them, well underſtood, as He 
phzſtion tells them, that it was far more gloriou 
to deſpiſe, than to accept royalty; h Prim: inte/lÞmp 
xiſtis, quanto majus eſſet regnum faſtidire, quam acc! 
pere. And the anſwer of Abdalonymus, whon 
they had raiſed from the duſt to a throne, ſuffici 
ently explains his opinion of it. Alexander aſkin 
him how he had born his condition of poverty anecret 
miſery; * Would to God, ſays he, I could bear rojfnan 
4*alty with as much courage and reſolution !” Us! 

| nai 
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nam, inquit, eodem animo regnum pati paſſim! The. 


phraſe regnum pati, to bear royalty ” is very ex- 


preſſive, and plainly ſhews that he thought it a hea- 


ier and more dangerous burden than poverty. 


We ſhall ſee hereafter in what manner the Ro- 


ans were forced to offer violence to Numa Pom- 


pilius, the ſecond king of Rome, before he would 


accept of an authority, which ſeemed to him the 


more formidable, as it gave him an almoſt unlimi- 

ed power, and, under the ſpecious title of king and 
maſter, made him the actual ſervant and {ſlave of all 
his ſubjects. 85 9 


i Tacitus and Probus, who did ſo much honour 
o the royal dignity, were both advanced to the em- 


Pire againſt their will. The firſt urged his great 


ge and weakneſs, which made him incapable of 
narching at the head of an army; k but the whole 
nate anſwered, that the empire was entruſted tq 
is underſtanding and prudence, and that it was his 
erit they choſe, and not his body. And a letter, 
hich Probus wrote to one of the principal officers 
f the empire, fully explains his real ſentiments. 
I never deſired, ſays he, the place I pofleſs; IL 
was raiſed to it againſt my will, and continue in 
it only through an apprehenſion of expoſing the 
republic and myſelt to new dangers by deſerting 
re” | | 
| Upon the death of the Emperor Maximilian, 
nere aroſe very powerful factions in behalf of thoſe 
ho laid claim to the empire. The two principal 
dmpetitors were Francis I, and Charles V. The 
ectors, to put an end to theſe diſputes, reſolved 
) exclude them both, as being foreigners, and to 
ace the imperial crown upon one of their own na- 


on, and of the number of the Electors. They 


Screfore unanimouſly choſe Frederick of Saxony, 
named the Wiſe, who defired two days to conſi- 


E 2 der 


| Vopiſe. in vit. Prob ii et Taciti. 

Quis melius quam ſenex imperat? Imperatorem te, non mili- 
facimus. Tu jube, milites pugnent; animum tuum, non cor- 

eligimus. 1 Vie de Charles V. par Leti. 
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der of it; on the third he thanked the Eleftors 
with great modeſty, but told them that at his age he 
found himfelf unable to ſupport ſo great a burden, 
And continuing firm in this reſolution, notwith-Þ 
ſtanding all their remonſtrances, the Electors defi-M . 
red he would nominate the perſon he judged moſt 
proper, and afſured him they would conform to his 
advice. Frederick long refuſed it, but at laſt being 
forced upon it by the preſſing inſtances of the Elec- 
tors, he declared in favour of the Catholic King. F 
What we have here ſaid of ſovereign power may , 
be applied to all poſts in the ſtate, and all offices offt. 
magiſtracy. The wiſeſt princes have ſet aſide the 
ambitious, and raiſed ſuch as declined employments. 2 
m They ſaw, notwithſtanding the darkneſs of infide-W h 
ity, that the republic could only be truſted with . 
« ſecurity to ſuch as had merit enough to fear theft. 
« adminiſtration of it,” And they enquired with 
fo much care after perſons worthy of the great offi- 


w 
ces of ſtate, that they found men to whom it was £, 
neceſſary to uſe violence, Before they would acceplſf th 
of them, as Pliny obſerves of Trajan. . fil, 


All theſe examples prove, that there is nothing gr 
really great in honours and dignities, but the dan 
ger which ſurrounds them; that true glory conſiſtſ juc 
in knowing how to look upon them with a generou jj1 
contempt, or in accepting them only for the publid gli 
good; that folid greatneſs conſiſts in reaouncing ton 

greatneſs itſelf; that a man becomes a flave from gif; 
the moment he is fond of it, and that he is ſuperioſſit; 
to it only when he contemns it. Ino 


VI. Victories, NopzritY of Blood, Azif | 
| | LITIES. REPUTATION, 


I join all theſe under one title, though very diff 


rent in themſelves, becauſe they have all ſomething i 
then 


= Lamprid. in vit. Alex. Sever. 
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them extremely flattering, and deluſive, and ſeem to 
e have ſomewhat more directly perſonal and peculiar 
. to their poſſeſſors. But though they are far ſuperior 
„to the advantages already ſpoken of, yet ſolid glory 
i- and real greatneſs do not however conſiſt in them. 


9 VIcTORIES. 
1 
15 If there be any thing capable of exalting man æ- 


bove his nature, and giving him a ſuperiority that 
Tk diſtinguiſhes him from the reſt of mankind, it ſeems 
off to be the glory which reſults from battles and victo- 
he ries. A prince, a general, marching at the head of 
5B a numerous army, whoſe eyes are all bent upon 
le. him; who by a ſingle ſignal actuates that vaſt body, 
th of which himſelf is the ſoul, and ſets an hundred | 
hel thoutand arms in motion; who carries terror and 
ich conſternation along with him wherever he goes ; 
fi who ſees the ſtrongeſt ramparts and higheſt towers 
Vas fall down before him; at whole preſence, in a word, 
<P the whole univerſe trembling and affrighted keeps. 
I ſilence; ſuch a man ſeems to be fomething mighty 
ung grand, and to come very near the Divinity. 
an And yet if we coolly, rationally, and without pre- 
ſiſtſjudice examine the famous heroes of antiquity, thoſe 
EY illuſtrious conquerors, we ſhall often find that this. 
du glittering ſhew of warlike actions is but a vain phan- 
tom, which may impoſe upon us at a diſtance, but 
08 diſappears and vaniſhes in proportion as we approach 
Tit; and that all this pretended glory has often had 
no other principle and foundation, but ambition, 
avarice, injuſtice and cruelty. : | 
T- This Seneca obſerves of the greateſt warriors, 
Land ſuch as have had the largeſt ſhare in the admira- 
tion of all ages. We find, u fays he, abundance of 
heroes, who have carried fire and: ſword: into many 
nations, have ſtormed. towns. which till. their time 
vere held impregnable, have conquered and rava- 
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ged vaſt provinces, and marched to the utmoſt li. 
mits of the earth, covered over with the blood of ffi 
all oppoſers. But theſe conquerors of ſo many nu- Þ 
= tions were themſelves overcome by their paſſions. 
They found nobody that could reſiſt them, but 
were themſelves unable to reſiſt their own ambition; 
and cruelty, | 
| Can we call the furious diſpofition of Alexander, 
| which led him into diſtant and unknown countries, 
only with a view to plunder them, by any other 
name than madneſs? Was he wile, for depriving e- Wh 
very private man, every country of what was mot {War 
dear and valuable, and for ſpreading deſolation ſo 
wherever he came, beginning with Greece, to which! 
he owed his education? How intoxicated muſt he pv: 
have been with glory, who thought the whole world ſc 
too little for him? o He one day aſked a pirate, ſar 
whom he had taken, what right he thought he had Mui 
to infeſt the ſeas: The ſame, anſwered he boldly, Me 
that you have to over-run the world. But be- he 
* cauſe I do it in a ſmall veſſel, I am called a rob- s 
* ber; and you are named a conqueror, for doing We. 
te it with a great fleet.” A very tharp anſwer, and 
what is more, a true one. 

p What was it that extinguiſhed in the heart of 
Cæſar, all the ſentiments of fidelity, fubmiſſion, ju- 
ftice, humanity, and gratitude he owed to his re- 
public, which had choſen him from the, reſt of the 
citizens to advance him to the higheſt command, tri 
and laviſh upon him its honours and dignities, but 
an immoderate ambition, and an illuſion of falſe 
glory, which infpired him with an ardent deſire of 
| tceing all mankind under ſubjection to himſelf, and 
induced 
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© .* Fleganter et veraciter Alexandro illi Magno. qnidam compre- 
henſus pirata reſpondit. Nam cum idem rex hominem interrogaſſot 
quid ei viderctur, ut mare haberet infeſtum; ille lit era contumac ia: 
quod tibi, inquit, ut orbem ter rarum. Sed quia id ego exiguo na- 
vigio facio, latro vocor; quia tu magna claſſe, imperator. A frag: 
ment of Tully's third book, de Republ. quoted by 8 Avg. de Cie 
"wi Dei, lib. 4. c. 4. 

» Quid C Cacſarem in ſva fata pariter ac publica immiſit? Gloria 
BY ex ambitio, et nullus ſepra cacte: os eminendi modus. Sen. Ep. 94 
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induced him to ſay, that he would rather chuſe to 
be the principal man in a village, than the ſecond in 
Rome? What other motive induced him to turn 
thoſe very arms againſt his country, ſhe had put in- 
to his hands to be employed againit the enemies of 
the ſtate, and to make uſe of all the power and 
greatneſs he held only from her, to put her to the 
word, after having deluged her in the blood of her 
hildren ? 4 He doubtleſs thought, as Civilis the 
hief of the rebels, who endeavourcd to thake off 
the Roman yoke, expreſſed i ir, that nothing was un- 
awful to a man when in arms, nor any body ac- 
Lountable for a victory; viforie rationem non reddi, 
Every equitable and rational man, who thall read 
pver attentively all the lives of the famous men a- 
14 mong the Greeks and Romans, as they ſtand in Plu- 
te, March ; if he examines and atks his own heart the. 
ad meſtion, will find, that it is not Alexander or Cæſar 
ly, Me prefers before all the reſt; that they were neither 
be- ſhe greateſt, nor the moſt accompliſhed, nor ſuch 
zb- s did the moſt honour to human nature; and that 
ingſhe does not judge them to be the moſt deſerving of 
md is eſteem, love, and veneration, nor of the juſt - 
raiſcs of poſterity. | 
off Beſides, military valour often leaves the men, 
ju- hom conqueſts have made famous, very weak and 
re- Dean at other times, and with reference to other 
theppbjects. r Made up of good and bad qualities, they 
nd. trive to appear great, when expoſed to open view; 
but put return to their natural littleneſs, as ſoon as they 
alſe fre left to themſelves, and the eyes of mankind ta- 
offen off from them, *Tis ſurpriſing, when we ſee 
andÞem alone and without armies, what a mighty dif- 
cedſFErence there is between a general and a great man, 
| In order to their paffing a right judgment upon 
17 eſe famous conquerors, tis ncceſſary to teach youth 
ja: Prefully to diſtinguiſh what is valuable in them from 
o n. hat deſerves to be cenſured. In doing juſtice to 


frag the ir 
Ci. 


Tadit. hifi. lib. 4. c 14. 
r ns boniſque artibus mixtus, &c. Palam laudares: ſecrets 
& ardiebant. Tacit. hiſt. lib. 1. cap. 10. 


ror 
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their courage, activity, ability in buſineſs, and pru- 
dence, they muſt be blamed for frequently miſtaking 
the uſe they ſhould have made of thoſe great quali- 
fications, and employing ſuch talents as in them- 
. ſelves are always eſtimable, to the gratification of their 
vices and paſſions, which ſhould have been made ſub- 
| ſervient only ro virtue. For want of diſtinguithing 
things ſo different, it is but too uſual to confound 
their real with their pretended motives, the private 
ends they propoſed to themſelves with the means 0 
attaining them, and their abilities with the abut; 
j they have made of them, and by an error ſtill more 
| pernicious, in ſuffering ourſelves ro be too much 
carried away by their great actions, which have lu- 
ſtre enough to conceal their vices and injuſtice, we 
pay them an entire and unexceptionable regard, and 
accuſtom unattentive perſons to place vice in the 
room of virtue, and highly commend what deſerve 
to be blamed, Tis the juſtice of the war, and th 
wiſdom of the conqueror alone, which can render 1 
victory glorious and worthy our admiration, Fo 
it muſt be laid down as a principle, that glory and 
juſtice are inſeparable ; 5 Nihil honeftum ee poteſ 
quod juſtitid vacat ; and t if 'tis private paſſion, and 
not the public advantage, that puts us upon facing 
dangers, ſuch a diſpoſition does not deſerve the 
name of courage and reſolution, . but ſhould rathc 
be called ferocity and audaciouſneſs. * 

u A memorable ſpeech of the Chevalier Bayard's 
as he was dying, ſhews the truth of what I havgipe 
here been ſpeaking. He had received a mort 
wound, as he was fighting for his king, and was . 
ing down at the foot of a tree. The conitable dukt 
de Bourbon, who was purſuing the army of thi 
— French, paſſing by, and knowing him, told him h 

| was very much concerned to ſee a perſon: of his me 
Fit in ſuch a condition. Captain Bayard anſwere( 

him 


* Offic. lib. 1. n. 62. 
r Animus paratus ad periculum, fi ſua cupiditate, non ntilitaFlicae 
communi impellitur, audaciae potius nomen habeat, quam fortitu9os cl 


nis. Ibid. n. 63. = Hiſt, du Chet al Bayard. u] 
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him, Sir, there is no concern due to me, for I die like 
an honeſt man : but J am concerned for you indeed, ta 


ee you fighting againſt your prince, your country, and 


aur oath. And ſhortly after he gave up the ghoſt, 
Now where lay the glory? on the ſide of the con- 
queror ? or was not the fate of the dying perſon far 
preferable to his ? 


a 


NosBiL1TY of BiRTH. 


It muſt be owned there is a powerful charm u in 
nobility of birth and the antiquity of families, to 
procure eſteem, and gain upon the inclinations of 
mankind. This reſpe&, which it is natural to have 
for the nobility, * is a kind of homage we think 
ourſelves ſtill obliged to pay to the memory of their 
anceſtors for the great ſervices they have done the 

ate, and is the continued payment of a debt, which 
ould not fully be diſcharged to them in perſon ; 


- Hand for this reaſon extends to all their poſterity. 


y Beſides the tie of gratitude, which engages us not 
to limit our reſpect for great men to the time where- 
in they live, as they do not themſelves confine their 


Beal to ſuch narrow bounds, but ſtrive to become 


ſeful to future ages; ⁊ the public intereſt requires, 
nat we ſhould pay this tribute of honour and re- 


ard to their defcendants, as it is an engagement to 


hem to ſupport and perpetuate the reputation of 
aeir anceſtors in their family, by endeavouring to 


Perpetuate alſo the ſame virtues, which have render- 


d their predeceſſors ſo illuſtrious. 
: | | / But 


* Erat hominum orinioni nobilitate ipſa, blanda conciliatricula, 
dmmendatus. Cic, pro Sext. n. 21, 

* Qua in oratione plerique hoc perficiunt, ut tantum majoribus 
orum debitum eſſe videatur, unde etiam, quod polieris ſolveretur, 
edundaret. De leg. agr. ad popul. n. 1. | 

7 Senec. de Benef. lib. 4. cap. 30. 

* Omnes boni ſemper nobilitati favemns, et quia utile eſt reipu- 
licac nobiles homines eſſe dignos majoribus ſuis, et quia valet apud 
vs clarorum hominum, et bene de republica meriturum, memoria 
uam mortuorum. Cic- pro Scat. n. 21, 


. ) Of the Taſte of falid Chiry 
But to make this honour which is paid to nobili- 
ty, a real homage, it muſt be voluntary, and pro- 
ceed from the heart. The moment it is claimed as 
a debt, or forcibly demanded, the right to it is loſt, 
d it changes into hatred and contempt. People 
are too well pleaſed with themſelves not to be offend- 
ed at the haughtineſs of a man, who thinks every 
thing is due to him becauſe he is well-born, and 
Tooks down from the height of his rank with con- 
tempt upon the reſt of mankind. For what mighty 
glory is it in reality to reckon up a long ſeries of an- 
ceſtors illuſtrious by their virtues, without bearing 
auy reſemblance to them? Is the merit of others 
transferred upon us? 2 Or will a large collection of 
family pictures, hung round a hall, make a man con- 
fiderable ? If the honour of families conſiſts in being 
able to trace back their pedigree to diſtant ages, till 
they loſe themſelves in the darkneſs of an obſcure and 
unknown antiquity, Þ we are all equally noble in this 
reſpect; for we had all an original equally ancient. 
We mult therefore return to the only ſource of 
true nobility, which is virtue and merit, 4 Nobles 
have been ſeen to diſhonour their name by low and 
abject vices, and perſons of mean extraction have 
advanced and ennobled their families by their great 
qualities. Tis honourable to ſupport the glory of 
one's anceſtors by actions, which correſpond with 
their reputation; and it is alſo glorious to leave a 
titte to one's deſcendants, which is not borrowed 
from our predeceflors ; to become the head and au- 
thor of our own nobility ; and, to uſe the expreſ-· 
fion of Tiberius, who was deſirous of hiding the 
defect of birth in Curtius Rufus, though otherwiſe 
a very great man, © to be born of one's own 7704 
* 1 can- 


Non facit nobilem atrium plenum fumoſis imaginibus. . . . Ani- 
mus facit nobilem. Senec. Ep. 44. 

b Eadem omnibus principia, eademque origo. Nemo altero no- 
bilior, niſi cui rectius ingenium, et artibus bonis aptius. Senecc. 
lib. 3. de benef. cap. 28. 

© Nobilitas ſola eſt atque unica yirtus. Juv. lib. 3. ſat. 8. 

4 Senec. controv. 6. lib. 1. 

Curtius Rufus videtur mihi ex ſe natus. Tacit. annal. lib. rt. 
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li. I cannot,” ſaid formerly an illuſtrious Roman, 
rho was reproached by the nobility for his low ex- 
raction, publickly produce the ſtatues of my an- 
ceſtors, their triumphs, nor their conſulſhips; but 
ple if need be, I can produce the military rewards I 
d- have been honoured with, I can ſhew the wounds 
ry I have received in fighting for my country, f Theſe 
nd are my ſtatues, theſe my title to nobility, which I 
on- have not borrowed from my anceſtors, but acqui- 
ty red by the labours and dangers I have undergone.” 
un- There was at Rome, in the beginning of the re- 
ing public, a kind of open war between the nobility and 
ers Ihe people. The nobles at firſt thought themſelves 
of fWiſhonoured by marrying into a plebeian family. 
on- They looked upon themſelves as another ſpecies of 
ing nen. It ſeemed as if they could not bear that the 
til populace ſhould breathe the ſame air with them, or 
ind Enjoy the ſame benefit of the ſun's light. And they 
this pad ſet ſuch a barrier between the people and ho- 
at. ſours; that merit was ſcarce able afterward to break 
of ſhrough it. There always remained ſomething of this 
des ppoſition and antipathy between the two orders; 
and ſnd Salluſt obſerves, ſpeaking of Metellus, that his 
aveſkxcellent qualities were ſullied and tarniſhed by an 
reat ir of haughtineſs and contempt; a fault, ſays he, 
of hich is but too uſual among the nobility. h Cui 
vith Muanguam virtus, gloria, atque alia optanda bonis fu- 
'e aſerabanr, tamen inerat contemtor animus et ſuperbia, 
wed immune nobilitatis malum. 
au- We ſhould therefore conſider, that the nobility a- 
reſ· iſing from birth is by far inferior to that which pro- 
the ſeeds from merit; and to be convinced of it we need 
wile nly compare them together, i Pope Clement VIII. 
ade a promotion of ſeveral cardinals, and among the 
eſt he advanced two Frenchmen, M. d'Offat, and 
-e count de la Chapelle, who afterwards took the 
| name 


f Hae Cunt meae imagines, haec nobilitas, non haereditate relicta, 
ia illis, ſed quae ego plurimis meis laboribus et periculis quaeſi- 

. Falluſt. in bello Jugurth. HHN 

u Sall. in bell. Jugurth. i Vie du C d'Oilat, par M. Amel. 


Ih 
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name of cardinal de Sourdis, from the eſtate of hig 
family; the former a man in whom the Pope founder 
nothing wanting but a deſcent from a better family, he! 
was ſo well ſupplied with every other qualification; c 
and the other a perſon that had nothing but his fa. d 
mily to recommend him. Which of theſe two wouldÞWr 
one chuſe to reſemble moſt ? v 
* Cardinal Granville, ſpeaking of cardinal Xime-Wt 
nes, was wont to ſay, That time had oft concealed thMp 
original of great men under the veils of oblivion ; thatMo: 
be (for inſtance) was doubtleſs ſprung from royal bl 
er at leaſt he had the heart of a King in the perſon 9 
a private man. | 
But if it ſhews a greatneſs of ſoul to overlook our 
own nobility, and not ſuffer it to gain the aſcendantÞWn: 
over our actions; we may likewiſe obſerve, that it oi 
no leſs great in ſuch as have raiſed themſelves bim 
merit, not to forget the meanneſs of their extraction i. 
nor to be aſhamed of it. | Pr. 
Veſpaſian did not only not ſcek to hide it, bu 
would often glory in it; and publicly made a jeſt off! 
thoſe, who by a falſe genealogy would have derive ide 
his pedigree from Hercules. lin; 
m The ſame emperor, without being aſhamed ofMor 
an object, which continually renewed the remcm-Þlo; 
« brance of his original, went conſtantly every yearſÞfe: 
even after he came to the empire, to paſs his ae ud 
in a ſmall country houſe near Rieti, where he waftrai 
born, and to which he would never make any addiFour 
tion or embelliſhment. n His ſon Titus cauſed himFrice 
ſelf to be carried thither in his laſt illneſs, that hen 
might die in the place where his father had beguqpal i 
and ended his days. o Pertinax, the greateſt man offfis f. 
his age, and ſoon after advanced to the empire, duſſte tl 
ring the three years he tarried in Liguria, lodged ſera, 


his father's houſe ; and raiſing a great number offauſe 
fin 


* Hiſt de Ximen par M. Flechicr. Iiv. 6. | 
1 Sner. in vit. Veſp. c. 12. m Ibid. c. 2. 
* Suet, vit. Tit. (. 11. | * Capitolin. vit. Pert. Z "7 
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fine buildings around it, he left the P cottage in the 
midſt, an illuſtrious monument of his low birth, and 
his greatneſs of ſoul. One would think that theſe prin- 
ces affected to recal the memory of their former con- 
4M dition, ſo much the greatneſs of their perſonal me- 
d rit (ſenſible it could ſuſtain itſelf) was above any out- 
ward ſupport. In ſhort, we do not ſee throughout 
ie: che whole Roman empire, that any body ever re- 
proached them with the obſcurity of their original, 
or abated one tittle of the vencration due to their 
virtues upon this account, | 
q Pope Benedict XII. was the ſon of a miller, whence 
the came to be called the Hhite Cardinal He never 
orgot his former condition; and when he was upon 
marrying his niece, he refuſed to give her to the great 
lords who ſued for her, and married her to a tradeſ- 
man. He ſaid, the Popes ſhould be like Meichiſedeck, 
vithout relations; and often uſed theſe words of the 
Prophet, they that belong to me get not dominion, 
ſhall be undefiled, and innocent from the great offence. 
John de Brogni, cardinal de Viviers, who pre- 
ded at the council of Conſtance as dean of the car- 
linals, had been a hog-driver in his infancy, Some 
1onks paſſing by as he was buſied in that forry em- 
ployment, and taking notice of his wit and vivacity, 
offered to carry him to Rome, and bring him up to 
udy. The boy accepted of their offer, and went 
raight to a ſhocmaker to buy a pair of ſhoes for his 
ourney; the ſhoemaker truſted him with part of the 
rice, and told him ſmiling, he ſhould. pay the reſt 
chen he was made a cardinal. He became a cardi- 
eguWal in reality, and was not only not unmindful of 
is former low condition, but took care to perpetu- 
te the memory of it. In a chapel he built at u Ge- 
eva, over-againſt the gate of St. Peter's church, he 
wſed this adventure to be carved in ſtone, where 
Vol. III. F he 


? Tabernam, 7 Dia. de Moreri. r Pſ. xix. 13. 
Hiſt. du Conc. de Conſtanee, par J. Enfant. 


bert. Bogni is a village near Anneci, between Chamberi and Geneva. 
He was for ſome time biſhop of that See. 
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he is repreſented young and without ſhoes, keeping 


| L 

hogs under a tree; and all around the wall are the 
2 | n IC 
figures of ſhoes, to expreſs the favour he had receiv, 
ed from the ſhoemaker, This monument is {till 7 
ſubſiſting at Geneva. 5 
K 
TALENTS F the MIND. t 
1 . el 
How ſplendid foever the glory of arms and birth: 


may appear, there is ſtill ſomething which mor 
nearly concerns us, which we derive from learning 
and the talents of the mind. This ſeems to be mort 
immediately our own, and entircly peculiar to us 
Pis not limited like that of arms to certain times 
and occaſions, nor depends upon a thouſand foreign 


BD e SA tl 
alliſtances. It gives a man a ſuperiority far more ce 
grecable than that which proceeds from riches, birth 
or employments, as theſe are all external; wherea e. 
the mind is properly our own, or rather is ourſelves... , 
und conſtitutes our very eſſence. 115 

Let it is not the mind alone, in which the ſolid 25 
glory of man conſiſts, Suppoſe him excellent in hing 
ielf, and adorned with the knowledge of every thing ot 
that is moſt curious, and exquiſite in the ſciences, phi 555 
loſophy, mathematics, hiſtory, the belles lettres, po th 
etry and cloquence, All theſe make a man Iearned;2.: 
but do not make him good. » Non faciunt bonos 1/in,;. 

fed doftos. And if a man be only learned, what is mm 
very often but a vain, obſtinate creature, full of hin * 


{elf, and deſpiſing all others, and, in one word, ach { 
animal of glory ? For thus Tertullian deſcribes thi| 
moſt learned among the heathen, animal glerid. rty 
Can any thing be more pitiful, or more contemſſſe th 
tible, than ſuch a man, vainly puffed up with the n Tig 
tion of his own learning and abilities, greedy and! 
ſatiable after praiſe, feeding upon wind and ſmoky he 
and ſtriving only to live in the opinion of others 

x Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, beaut A 
ful de lt 


re May 
l Nat 
Mo 1 
i erro 


® Senec. Ep. 109, * Fan lib. 1 2. c. 51, Athen. lib. 7. cap. 
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Fully expoſed the ridicule of this character in a phy- 
e hician named Menecrates, who had the vanity to take 
„pon himſelf the ſtrname of Jupiter Servator, up- 
Wn account of ſome extraordinary cures he had 

yrought, which he attributed wholly to his own 


kill. Having invited him to dinner, he was placed 


ta table by himſelf, on which was ſerved up a vef- 

el ſmoking with incenſe. The doctor at firſt thought 
ühimſelf highly honoured, but having nothing to eat 
Wuring the reſt of the entertainment, he ſoon per- 
ceived the meaning of the ſmoke of the incenſe 
IWnd thus ſerving for a laughing- ſtock to the reſt of 
We company, he went away hungry from the feaſt 


1th the title of Jupiter, and the ſhame he had fo 
12Wiſtly deſerved, in aſcribing to his“ own abilities a 
4 cceſs derived from heaven. 

th, 


The honour, therefore, which ſcience and geni- 
confer, does not reſult merely from learning, and 
Lese talents of the mind, but the good uſe made of 
em; and we may truly ſay, that modeſty exalts 
cir luſtre and value infinitely more than any thing 
ſe. Tis a pleaſure to ſee great men ſometimes own- 
ig themſelves in the wrong, as the famous y Hip- 
dcrates has done in relation to one of the ſutures 
the ikull, about which he had been led into a 
ſtake, Such a confeſſion, 2 as Celſus obſerves, rc- 
ring to the paſſage I am ſpeaking of, argues an un- 
mmon fund of merit in the perfon that makes it, 
d an elevation of ſonl which 1s-very ſenſible that 
ch {lips are not capable of being any prejudice to it; 
hereas a little mind, which cannot diſguiſe its po- 
rty, is careful to run no riſque, nor willingly to 
le the ſmalleſt ſhare of the little it poſſeſſes. 

'Tis a pleaſure alſo to ſee learned men diſputing 
thout bitterneſs, anger, or paſſion, as Tully tells 
, he was diſpoſed to do: Meet refellere fine per- 

4 


EF 2 Zing = 
Lib. A np k. | | | 
De ſuturis ſe deceptum eſſe Hippocrates memoriae prodidit, 
te magnorum virorum, et fiduciam magnarum rerum habenti- 


mo ingenio, multaque nihilominus habituro, convenit etiam 
l erroris ſimplex confeſſio. Celſ. lib. 8. cap. 4. | 
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inacia, et refelli fine iracundia, parati ſumus a. Out 
age has furniſhed us with ſeveral inſtances of this vir 
tue; but had we no other than F. Mabillon, he would 
do infinite honour to literature, In his ditputes with 
the famous Abbe de la Trape, his mildneſs and mo- 
deration, as we all know, gave him a great advan-ſ 
tage over his adverſary, There was another, whoſ 
was able to diſpute with him as well in point of mo- 
deity as learning; this was F. Papebrochius, who 
gave occaſion to his writing his book de re diploamatica, 
F own, ſays this learned jeſuit in a Latin letter he 
wrote to F. Mabillon upon this ſubject, which he gay 
him leave to publiſh, © that J have no other fatis 
faction in having wrote upon this matter, than 
that of having given you an opportunity of draw: 
*« ing up fo accurate a performance, Tis true a 
*« fir{t I found ſome uncaſineſs, upon reading your 
bock, to ſee myſelf confuted in ſuch a manner 
1% as I knew not how to anſwer; but the uſefulneh 
and beauty of ſo valuable a work ſoon conquer 
“ed my weakneſs; and overjoyed to ſee the truth 
« ſet in ſo clear a light, I invited my companion ii 
< #tudy to ſhare with me in my admiration. Fa 
Which reaſon, make no ſcruple, as often as yo 
«© have opportunity, to declare publicly, that I ar 
« wholly of your opinion.” | | 
There 1s an artificial and ſtudied modeſty, whici 

covers a ſecret pride; but here we have an ingenuo 
limplicity, which ſhews plainly it came from tii 
heart. I cannot finiſh what I have to ſay upon ! 
Mabillon, without taking notice that the late arch 
biſhop of Rheims (le Tellier) preſenting him to Kin 
Lewis XIV. ſaid to him thus, Sir, I have the hon 
179 preſent to your Majeſty the moſt learned and maſt m 
dejt monk in your kingdom, 

Another character ſtill, which is very amiable in 


hand NO oe me hens = a 8 


man of learning, is to be always ready to let otheſ » x 


fthare in his labours, to communicate his remarks} * 4: 
. them orn. 
ogaut 


Acad. Quaeſt. lib. 2. n. 5. 
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RE them, to aſſiſt them with his reflections, and to con- 
tribute to the utmoſt of his power to the perfection 
aof their works. I queſtion whether any one ever car- 
ule ried this point farther than M. de Tillemont. His col- 
0B 1cctions and extracts, which were the fruit of many 
years labour, became the property of every one that 
had occaſion for them. He was never afraid, as is too 
0 uſual among men of learning, that his works ſhould 
hof loſe the merit of invention, or the grace of novelty, 
by being thewn to others before they were publiſhed. 
he And the ſame praiſe is due to b Mr. d' Herouval. 
vo Though a contempt of glory and vain reputation 
USB prevented him from publiſhing any thing himſelf, 
12088 yet his zeal for the public good gave him a ſhare in 
. almoſt all the works that were ſent abroad in his 

all time, by his communicating to the authors his diſ- 
dul coveries, his obſervations, and his manuſcripts. 


REPUTATION. 


This is looked upon as the deareſt and moſt valu- 
ble treaſure belonging to mankind, even by perſons 
of the greateſt probity, and an indifference concern- 
ing it, and much more the deſpiſing it, ſeem abio- 
lutely not to be admitted, e What can be expected 
indeed from one that is unconcerned about the judg- 
ment which the reſt of the world, and eipecially 
men of honeſty ſhall paſs upon his conduct ! Tis 
ot only, as Tully obſerves, the fign of inſuppor- 
table pride and conceitedneſs, but the mark of hav- 
Ing perfectly abandoned all mae: | 

And yet to be over-folicitous after praiſe, to be 
reedy of it and eager in purſuing it, and to ſeem in 
ome meaſure to beg it, inſtead of being the cha- 
, Wacter of a great foul, is the moſt certain ſign of a 
lein F vain 
"er Ant. de Vion, auditeur des compres. 
ks dxibenda eſt quaedam reverentia et optimi cujuſque, et reli-- 


theußborum. Nam negligere quid de ſe quiſque ſentiat, non ſolum as 
ogautis eſt, ſed etiam-umaino diſſoluti. Offic. lib. 1. n. 3g. 
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of glory, and on every kind of occafion, He was, 


in matters of greater weight and importance. e Ne- 


ed by peculiar merit, which induces them often. to 


vain and light diſpoſition, which feeds upon wind, 
and takes the ſhadow for the ſubſtance. 

Yet this is the weakneſs of the moſt part of man- 
kind, and ſometimes even of ſuch as are diſtinguiſh- 


ſeek for glory where it is not to be found, 

d Philip of Macedon was not the moſt ſcrupulous 
in his choice of the means, which were to procure 
him a ſolid reputation, He was fond of every kind 


as an orator, vain. of his eloquence, He reckoned 
upon the victories his chariots had gained in the O- 
lympick Games, and took great care to have them 
engraved on his coins. He gave leſſons in muſic, ſu 
and undertock to correct the: maſters of it; which Hl 


occaſioned one of them to make that ingenious an- qu 


ſwer, which, without offence, was very capable of 
ſhewing him his error: God forbid, Sir, you ſhould e. ſto 
ver be ſo unhappy as to knaw theſe maters better than). 
do. He himſelf gave a like leſſon to his. ſon, for of 
having ſhewn. too much ſkill in muſic at an enter-|@” 
tainment; Are you not aſhamed, ſays he to him, hate 
you can ſing ſo well ? In ſhort, there are certain bran - L 
ches of knowledge, which are very commendable in 
private perſons, whoſe only buſineſs it is to follow them, 
that a prince ought but lightly to be acquainted with, 
as it would be beneath his dignity: to affect a greater 
kill in them, and as his time ought to be taken up 


ro, who did not want for wit and ſpirit, was bla. 
med for neglecting the occupations proper to hi 
ſtation, and amuſing himſelf with engraving, paint 
ing, ſinging, and driving of chaviots. A prince 
who has a taſte of true glory, does not aſpin 
to ſuch a reputation. He underſtands what it i: 
deſerves. his application, and from what he ſhould 


abſtain 


4 Plut. in vit. Alex. ; 
Nero puerilibus ſtatim annis vividum animum in alia detorſi 


eaclare, ct pingere, cantus aut regimen equorum exercere. Tac : 
Annal. lib. 13. cap. 3 1 0 
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© abſtain ; and how great an inclination ſoever he may 
have for the ſciences, even the moſt valuable, he 
does not give himſelf up entirely to them, but ſtu- 
dies them like a prince, i. e. with that ſober and 
diſcreet moderation, which f Tacitus admired in 
his father-in-law Agricola, Retinuit, quod eft difficil-- 
imum, ex ſapientia modum. | 

e Tully finds a pitiful vanity in the ſecret joy 
1 {which Demoſthenes felt upon hearing himſelf prai- 
ed by a poor herb-woman, as he was pafling by. 
And yet he himſelf was much fonder of commen- 
dation than the Greek orator. | 

b This he freely owns upon an occaſion where he 
ſurpriſingly deſcribes the effects of human weakneſs. 
He was returning from Sicily, where he had been 
quæſtor, with a ſtrong imagination that nothing 
vas talked of in Italy but himſelf, and that his quæ- 
ſtorſhip was the ſubject of every tongue. Paſling 
by Puzzoli, whither the baths had. drawn abundance 
of company, Is it long, ſays ſomebody to him, fince 
you left Rome? Pray what is doing there? I, ſays 


* e in great ſurprize, am juſt come from my pro- 
x ince, That's true, ſays the other, E beg pardon, 
„in rom Africa, No, anſwers Tully with an air of 
em. Feorn and indignation, from Sicily. Why, ſays a 
th hird, who pretended to know more than the reſt, 


lon't you know that he has been quzſtor at Syra- 
uſe ? where indeed he had not, for his province 
lay in a different part of the iſland, Tully was 
quite out of countenance, and, to get rid of the af- 
Hir, threw himſelf into the crowd, and ſo march- 


| bi d off: And this adventure, he adds, was more uſe- 
UDEful to him, than all the compliments he had expect- 
NCB) could have been. 

pr And yet it does.not appear, that he was leſs fond: 
N 0 ff praiſe afterwards, than he had been before. All 
00 Wc world knows how carefully he laid hold of eve- 


7 opportunity to. talk of himſelf, ſo as to become 
| inſupportable. 


letorſi F Vit. Agric. cap. 4. t Tuſe. Quaeſt. lib. 5. n. 103. 
Tau Cic. orat. pro Planc. n. 64, 66. v 
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tation; ut et caeteri viventibus nobis ex libris tuis ny 


to Cato, was ever lefs fond of commendation, and 


Ctrina, ab inani laude et ſermonibus vulgi, ego is ſu, 
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inſupportable. But nothing lets us more into ht. 
character, than his i letter to the hiſtorian Lucceiug t 
in which he openly and ingenuoully diſcovers hi 

weakneſs in this particular. He preſſed him to write 


the hiſtory of his conſulfhip, and publiſh it in hi 
lifetime; to the end, ſaid he, that I may be the bet. 
ter known, and per ſonally enjoy my glory and repu 


cognoſcant, et noſinet ipſi vivi gloriola noftra perfrua: 
mur. He importunes him not to keep ſcrupuloully 
to the ſtrict laws of hiſtory, but to make tome al. 


lowances to friendſhip, even at the expence of truth, b. 
and not be afraid of ſpeaking more to his advan 3 


tage, than perhaps he thought was due. Jtaque tt 
Plane etiam atque etiam rogo, ut et ornes ea vehemen: 
tius etiam quam fortaſſe ſentis, et in eo leges hiſtorit 
negligas, . . . amorique noſtro pluſculum etiam, qua 
concedit veritas, largiaris. 

Such are almoſt all mankind, and often without 
perceiving it themſelves. For, to hear Tully talk 
he was as remote as poſfible from any ſuch weak 
neſs, K Nihil eft in me inane, ſays he to Brutus, - 
que enim debet, Nobody, | ſays he again in a letter 


the vain applauſes of the people, than I am. $ 
quiſquam uit unguam remotus et natura, et magis ci. 
iam ( ut mihi quidem ſentire videor } ratione atque di 


To comprehend the -better how little and mean 
this vanity is, we need but open our eyes, and con- 
ſider how great and noble is the oppoſite conduct, 
A few choice articles, which I ſhall here propoſe, 
will ſet the matter in a clear — l 


ſelf with Modeſty, - + 


This virtue, which ſeems to throw a veil over tht 


moſt glorious ations, and is careful only to conceil 
them 


| 
l 
t 
I. To bear Praiſe with Pain, and fo ſpeak of one. 
f 
D 


-- 


Ep. 12. I. 5. x Ad Brut. eps, 2. Ep. 4. 4 15. ad Famil 
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nem, ſerves to ſet them off the more, and give 


them a greater luſtre. 


Niger, who took the title of Emperor in the 


EFEaſt, refuſed the panegyric they would have ſpoke 
in his praiſe, and made himſelf the wore deſerving 
of it by his motives for refuſing it. Make, ſays he, 
2 panegyric upon the commanders of old, that 


what they have done may teach vs what we ſhould 


do. For it is a jeſt to ſpeak in praiſe of a man 
that is alive, and eſpecially a prince; it is not to 


commend him for doing well, but to flatter him in 


hopes of a reward, For my own part, I thould 
| chuſe to be beloved whilſt I live, and praiſed when 


I am dead, | 

% Thoſe,” m ſays M. Nicole in his moral eſſays, 
„% who have heard the two greateſt officers of this 
e age (M. le Prince, and M. de Turenne) talk of 


„the war, have always been raviſhed with the mo- 


« deſty of their diſcourſe. No body ever obſerved 
* the leaſt word to fall from them upon this ſub- 
« ject, which could be ſuſpected of vanity. They 
have been ever ſeen to do juſtice to all the world 
* beſides, and never to themſelves; and one would 
often imagine, when they heard them give an ac - 
% count of battles, in which their valour and con- 
* duct had the greateſt ſhare, either that they had 
not been preſent, or that they had been only idle 
e ſpectators. Thoſe perſons, whom we ſec fo full 
of the occaſions wherein they have ſignalized 
„ themſelves, as to deafen all the world with their 
* accounts of them, as in the caſe of Cicero's con- 
* ſulſhip, do thereby ſhew, that virtue is ſcarce na- 
e tural to them, and that they have been obliged to 
take a great deal of pains to work up their ſouls 
to the condition they are fo glad to appear in. 
But there is far more greatneſs in making no re- 
* flection upon our greateſt actions, ſo that they 
may ſeem to fall from us with no conſtraint, and 

«« ſpring 


= Second traité de la charite ct de amour propre, ch. 5. 


— - c , — 

5 0 — n r — ll ul 

CA A ˙ CLI IRE n CCC 
0 — 


62 O the Taſte of ſolid Glory 


0 naturally from the diſpoſition of our ſouls 
& that it does not obſerve them.” | 


Il. Heartily to contribute to the Reputation of other. 


n Scipio Africanus, that he might procure his 
brother the command in the important war which 
was to be made againſt Antiochus the Great, enga- 
ged to ſerve under him, as one of his lieutenanis, 
In this fubaltern poſt, he was ſo far from endeavour: 
ing to divide the honour of the victory with his bro- 
ther, that he made it both a duty and a pleaſure to 
leave the glory of it entirely to him, and to make 
him his equal in every reſpect, by the defeat of an e- 
nemy no leſs formidable than Hannibal, and by the 
title of Aſiaticus, as glorious as that of Africanus, 

o M. Aurelius, from a like delicacy, and as gene- 
rous a diſregard of glory, denied himſelf the pleafure 
of attending upon his daughter Lucilla into the Eaſt, 
whom he married to Lucius Verus, at that time en- 
gaged in the war with Parthia, leſt his preſence 
mould check the growing reputation of his ſon-in- 
law, and ſeem to draw upon himſelf the honour © 
putting an end to that important war, to the other“ 
prejudice. 

We know with what fidelity and ſubmiſſion p Cy- 
rus referred all the glory of his exploits to his uncle 
and father-in-law Cyaxares ; with what carefulnel; 
J Agricola who completed the conqueft of Britain, 
honoured his ſuperiors with all his ſucceſſes; and 
with what modeſty be gave up part of his own re- 
putation, to advance theirs, 

r Plutarch gives an account of the moderation of 
his conduct in the diſcharge of the commiſſion he was 
entruſted with by his own city, who had ſent him as 
their deputy to the proconſul of the province. Hi 
colleague being obliged to ſtay behind by the way, hege 

diſcharged* >: 


: fav 
Liv. I. 37. . 4 Tacit. in vit. Agricol. 5 E 
2 Vit. M. Aurel. I Plut, in Pracc. reip. ger. gh 


r Xenoph. in Cyrop. | ; 4 
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Wiſcharged the commiſſion alone, and ſucceeded in 
St. At his return, when upon the point of giving a 


public account of his depuration, his father adviſed 


Him not to ſpeak of himſelf in his own name as 


Single, but as though his colleague had been preſent, 


End they had concerted and executed the whole to- 
gether. And his motive for giving him this wiſe 


advice was, becauſe s ſuch a procedure was not on- 


Jy equitable and humane, but leſſens the glory of 


he ſucceſs, which uſually afflicts and enflames envy. 
t What Tully ſays of the perfect union which ſub- 
iſted betwixt him and Hortenſius, and the mutual 
are they took to aſſiſt one another at the bar, to 
ommunicate reciprocally what they knew, and to 
promote each other's credit, is a very rare example 
n perſons of the ſame profeſſion, and at the fame 
ime very worthy of imitation. u An hiſtorian ob- 
erves, that Atticus their common friend was the 
dand of this intimate union; and 'twas by his means 
hat the emulation of glory, in theſe two famous o- 
ators, was not impaired by any mean ſentiments of 
nvy and jealouſy. 
x Lælius, the intimate friend of the ſecond Scipio, 
ad twice pleaded in a very important cauſe, and 
he judges had twice ordered a more ample enquiry. 
he parties exhorting him not to be difcouraged,' he 
erſuaded them to put their affair into the hands of 
alba, who was a fitter perſon than he to plead for 
hem, as he ſpoke with more force and vehemence. 
n- ſhort, Galba, at a ſingle hearing, carried all the 
oices, and abſolutely gained his cauſe. Such a diſ- 
tereſted diſpoſition in point of reputation muſt be 
wned to have ſomething very great in it. But, ſays 
icero, it was then cuſtomary to do juſtice to ano- 
ther's 
* Ov Yap jivov eTwinegs 79 TOOUTOV Kal piavIporov EV, & Ad KO 
 XUToUuy Toy 23 3vov LpHper Ts JaEng. : 


demper alter ab a'tero adjutus, ct communicando, et monendo, 
favendo. Brut. n. 3. | 

Efliciebat. ut inter quos tanta laudis efſet aemulatio, nulla inter- 
deret obtrectatio, eſſetque talium virorum copula. Corn. Nep. in 
f. Attic, cap. 5, x De clar. oi at. n. 85—88. 
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ther's merit without ſcruple. Erat omnino tum mos 
ut faciles eſſent in ſuum cuique tribuendo. 

J have always admired the ingenuity and candour 
of Virgil, who was under no apprehenſion, by in. 
troducing Horace to Mecænas, of railing himſelf: 
rival, that might contend with him for wit and ge 
nius ; and if not entirely carry away, at leaſt divide 
with him the favours and good graces of their com: 
mon protector. But, ſays Horace, we do not live 
thus at Mecznas's. Never was houſe more removed 
from ſuch mean ſentiments than his, nor a purer 
and more noble manner of living any where practi 
ſed. The merit and credit of one never gave any 
offence to another. Every one had his place, ani 
was content with it. 


— — — 20 
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ti 
Non iſto vivimus illic, 8 
Quo tu rere, modo. Domus hdc nec purior ulla 1 


) 
Nec magis his aliena malis, Nil mi officit unquam p 8 


Ditior hic, aut eft quia doctior. Eft locus uni be 
Cuique ſuus x. 
£ 5 wa 

Ne 

HI. Te. facrifice 25 own Reputation for the good NM. 
the Public. nib 

| on! 


y There are ſome occaſions, in which an hone} ” 
man is obliged to ſacrifice his reputation to preſeriſfol] 
his virtue; to give up his glory for a time, that Matta 
may not part with his conſcience, and march witlthe 
a firm reſolution where duty calls him amidit p. 
proach and infamy, by couragioufly deſpiſing thFdiſs 
contempt thrown upon him, Nothing is a greatnoy 
ſign of a ſteady e to virtue, than a ſacrifiq The 
| mor 
ereC 
Vert 
him: 


V 


TH 
b | 


z Horat. fat. 9. lib. r. 

Hquiſſime animo ad honeſtum conſilium per mediam inſmi! 
tendam. Nemo mihi videtvr pluris aeimare virtutem, rem» il 
magis eſſe devotus, quam qui boni viri famam perdidit, ne conſ 
entiam perderet. Senec. ep. 81. 
quo animo audienda ſont imperitorum con vicia, ct ad hone 
vadenti contemnes dus eſt iſte contemptus. Id. ep. 56. 


doſuit 
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ſo generous, and at the fame time ſo repugnant to 


or, 

human nature. 
u Plutarch obſerves that Per at a time when 
in all the citizens were crying out againſt him, and 
r blaming his conduct, like an able pilot, who in a 
ge. ſtorm regards only the rules of his art for ſaving the 


e hip, and overlooks the cries, lamentations and pray- 
ers of all around him; that Pericles, I fay, after 
having taken all poſſible precaution for the ſecurity 
ei of the ſtate, purſued his own ſcheme, without trou- 
bling himſclf about the murmurs, complainings, 
a; MWthrears, injurious ballads, raillerics, inſults, and ac- 
qulations thrown out againſt him. 

a "Twas a good piece of advice the wiſe Fabius 
gave to the conſul Paulus /milius, as he was ſet- 
ting out for the army. Re exhorted him to defpiſe 
the railleries and unjuſt reproaches of his colleague, 

Fu be above any reports that might be raiſed, to his 
„ Wprcjudice, and diſregard all the pains that might 
be taken to diſgrace or diſhonour him. 

Fabius himſelf acted in the ſame manner in tlie 
war againſt Hannibal, and ſaved the commonwealth. 
Notwithſtanding the great inſult he received from 
Minucius, Ie reſcued him from the hands of Han- 
nibal, b ſert n ; aſide his reſentment, and conſulting 
only his zeat for the public good. 

Theſe examples, are well known, but are ſcarce 
erfollowed by auy body in theſe days. Men are not 
attached to the ſtate by any real ties, they often ſerve 
wülffche public out of a view to their private intereſt. 
Upon the leaſt diſguſt they quit the ſervice; and this 
diſguſt is often founded upon a falſe notion of ho- 


Am 


There are few who talk and think like the Lacedæ- 
monian, that ſeeing himſelf left out of the new- 
erected council, {aid he was overjoyed to find there 
if 3 hoy hundred better men in the city than 
aimſel - 


Vol. III. G SECT. 


In vit. Pericl. * Liv. lib. 22. n. 74. 
Habuit in confilio fortunam publicam, dolorem ultionemque ſe- 
oluit. Sencc, lib. 1. de ira, cap. 11. : 


our, which takes offency at a very juſt preference. 
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SECT. vu. bi 


1 

Therein sol Ipo GLoRY and REAL GREATN ESS be 
con ſiſt. W. 

| U 


Whatever is external to a man, whatever may be th 
common to good and bad, does not make him truhy 6 
eſtimable. We muſt judge of men by the heart, ad- 
From thence proceed great deſigns, great actions, Hm 
great virtues. Solid glory, which cannot be imitated{Wkii 
by pride, nor equalled by pomp, reſides in perſonalſWco: 
qualifications and noble ſentiments. To be good, ſWiw 
liberal, beneficent, and generous ; to value riches the 
only for the ſake of diſtributing them, places of ho- ¶ to 
Nour for the ſervice of our country, power and cre- 
dit to be in a condition to ſuppreſs vice and reward 
virtue; to be really good without ſeeking to appear 
ſo; to bear poverty nobly, to ſuffer injuries and af. 
fronts with patience, to ſtifle reſentment, and to do 
every good office to an enemy when we have it in 
our power to be revenged of him; to prefer the 
public good to every thing, to ſacrifice our wealth, 
repoſe, life, and fame, if neceſſary, to it: theſe make 
a man truly great and eſtimable, | 

Take away probity from the moſt ſhining actions, 
the moſt valuable qualities, and what are chey but 
objects of contempt? Are the drunkenneſs of Alex: 
ander, the murder of his beſt friends, his inſatiable 
thirſt of praiſe and flattery, and his vanity in defiring 
to paſs for the ſon of Jupiter, e though he did not 
believe it himſelf; are theſe confiſtent with the cha- 
racter of a great Prince? When we ſee Marius, and 
after him Sylla, ſhedding torrents of Roman blood 
for the eſtabliſhment of their own power, what rc 


gard can we pay their victories and triumphs ? ; - 
| | On e 
Q 


© Omnes, inquit Alexander, jurant me Jovis eſſe filium; ſed yul 
nus hoc hominem me eſſe clamat, Senec. ep. 59. 
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On the other hand, when we hear the Emperor 
Titus utter that celebrated expreſſion, d My friends, 

I have loft a day, becauſe he had done good to no 
$6 body ; © and another, upon being prefled to ſign a 
warrant for execution, ſaying, I wiſh 1 could not 
urite; or the Emperor Theodoſius, after having ſer 

be the priſoners at liberty on an Eafter-day, Would to 
yd could alfa open the graves, and give life to the 
rt, N dead, when we fee a young Scipio couragiouſly ſur- 
mounting a paſſion, which ſubdues almoſt all man- 


ed kind; and upon another occaſion giving lectures of 
nal continence and wiſdom to a young prince, who had 
d, verved from his duty; when we ſee a tribune of 


the people, a declared enemy of this Scipio's, loudly 
to take upon him his defence againſt the unjuſt ac- 
uſers, who had conſpired. his deſtruction; f and 
laſtly, when we read in hiſtory any actions of libe- 
rality, generoſity, diſintereſtedneſs, elemency, or 
forgetfulneſs of injuries, is it in our power to deny 
them our eſteem and admiration, and do we not {till 
find ourſelves affected after ſo many ages with the 


the bare recital of them? 
thy Our hiſtory ſupplies us with abundance of beauti- 
Ake ful expreſſions and actions of our kings, and many 


other great men, which ſhew us plainly wherein true 
randeur and ſolid glory confiſt.. 

If ſincerity and truth were baniſhed the reſt of the 
arth, 3 ſaid John I. king of France, when ſolicited 
o break a _—_ they ought to be found in the heart 
nd mouth of king 

It belongs not, By ſays Lewis XII. to a courtier, who 


not 
ha · reſſed him to puniſh a perſon that offended him be- 
and ore he came to the throne, it belongs not to the king 


ö G 2 f 
Amici, diem perdidi- Suet. in vit. Titi, n. 8. 


e Vellem neſcire literas. Senec. lib. 2. de Clem. 


wantopere in audiendo 3 moveamur, cum pic, cum amice, 
um magno animo aliquid factum cognoſcimus? Lib. 5. de fin. n- 


x Mezerai. ah Ibid, 
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France to revenge the injuries done to the duke 9 
Orleans. 

i Francis I. after the battle of Pavia, wrote a let. 
ter to the regent his mother in theſe few words, Ia. 
dam, all is loft but our honour. This was to think 
and write like a king indeed, who in compariſon cf 
his honour makes light of every thing beſide. 

k And when ſhameful conditions were demanded 
of him for his liberty, he ordered the emperor's a 
gent to let his maſter Know, that he was reſolved ra- 
ther to ſpend all his days in priſon, than diſmeniber 
his dominions ; and to add, that though he ſhould 
be ſo baſe as to do it, he was ſure his ſubjects would 
Never conſent to it. 

| Inſtead of bearing ill will to Francis de Montelon, 
who was the only lawyer of his time, that venture 
to plead in favour of Charles de Bourbon again 
Francis 1. and Louiſa of Savoy his mother, he value 
him the more for it, made him attorney-general, then gil 


preſident au Mortier, and at laſt keeper of the ſcab ! 

m As Henry IV. was reproached with the littk ci 
power he had in Rochelle, I do, ſays he, in tha ſu; 
town whatever 1 pleaſe, by doing only what 1 ought, WI 

Our magiſtrates, upon ſeveral occaſions, have givet the 
proof of what en Tully ſays in his offices, that ther: 100 
is a domeſtic and private courage of no leſs value tha ed 
military valour, o Achilles de Harlai, premier pre ed 
fident, being threatened by the ladies with an i _ | 
mediate capital puniſhment, (theſe are the author. 


terms) I have neither head, nor hfe, ſays he, whin 
prefer to the love of God, the ſervice of my fing. 
and the good of my country. On the day of th 
harricade, he gave no other anſwer to the it 
ſuits and menaces of the principal authors of thi 
lerzue, than theſe commendable words ; My Hel LOW 


is God's, my heart the king's, and my" body in t os 
Hau titiz 
P. Daniel. k Ibid. olte. 


1 Ste Marthe, liv. 5. de ſes eloges. m Hiſt. d' Aubiore. 
» Sant domeſlicac for titudines, non inferiores wititaribus. Of 


lib. 1. n. 18. „ Hiſtoire des prem. preſ. 
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hands of violent men, to do with it what they pleaſe, 


r When Buſly le Clerc had the boldneſs to enter 

the grand-chamber, and read the liſt of thoſe he 
ſaid he had orders to arreſt, and named the premier 
preſident and ten or twelve more, all the reſt of the 


company roſe up, and generoufly followed them to 


the Baſtile. 


'Tis well known, that the premier - preſident Mole 
in a popular inſurrection, without any dread of lo- 
ſing his life, went and ſhewed himſelf to the popu- 
en, and put a. ſtop to the mutiny by his ſingle pre- 
ence. | 

"Tis of him that Cardinal de Retz writes thus in 
his memoirs, If it were not a kind of blaſphemy 
* to ſay there is. one in our age more intrepid than 
the great Guſtavus, and M. le Prince, L would. 
ſay it was the premier- preſident Mole.“ 

This reſolution is the leſs. aſtoniſhing in the ma- 
giſtrates of a parliament; whoſe peculiar character is 
an inviolable fidelity to their kings, and an invin- 
cible courage in the greateſt dangers. But can we. 
ſufficiently admire the. extraordinary. generoſity, 
which inſpired. the town{men: of. Calais. with love to 
their country, and a view to the public good.? The 
town reduced. by famine to the laſt extremity, offer - 
ed to capitulate. The king of. England, p provok-- 
ed at their holding out ſo long, refuſed them quar- 
ter, except upon this ſolè condition,. That fix of 
* the principal townſmen, with their heads uncover- 
ed, their feet bare, and. halters about their necks, 
* ſhould bring him the keys of the town and, caſtle 
in their hands; that upon. theſe he would execute 
hispleaſure, and receive the reſt to mercy. When 
they had. aſſembled the town, one of the chiefeſt: 
town{men, named Euſtace de St. Pierre, began to- 


8 


64 


peak ; and. he ſpoke with a courage and. reſolution, 


which would have done honour to the ancient Roman 
citizens in the days of the republic; he faid: that he- 
offered himſelf to be the firſt victim for the ſafety” 
| G 3 of: 

1 Mezerai. : * P. Daniel. 
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of the reſt of the people, and that rather than ſer 
his fellow country-men periſh by hunger and the 
ſword, he would be one of the fix that ſhould be 
given up to the King of England's vengeance. Five 
others, encouraged by his diſcourſe and example, 
offered themſelves with him. They were conduc- 
ted in the equipage preſcribed, amidſt the confuſed ry 

I 


. 
1 0 
D 


cries and lamentations of the people. The King of? 
England was. inclined to execute them; but the 
Queen, touched with compaſſion, and breaking out 
into tears, threw herſelf at his Majeſty's feet, and xa 
obtained their pardon. | | ge 
When the great Conde commanded the Spaniſh ez 
army in Flanders, and laid fiege to one of our towns, ſhe 
a ſoldier being ill treated by a general officer, and ay 
ſtruck feveral times with a cane for ſome diſreſpect- * 
ful words he had let fall, anſwered. very coolly, that Mz 
he ſhould ſoon fmake him repent of it. Fittecnſhis 
days after, the fame general officer ordered the Co-er 
lonel of the trenches to find-him.out a bold. and in-Wal, 
trepid fellow in his regiment for a notable piece ofha; 
work he wanted to be done, for which he promiſed Rin 
a reward of an hundred piftoles, The ſoldier we are pil 
ſpeaking of, who paſſed for the braveſt of the regi- 
ment, offered his ſervice, and taking with him thir- 
ty of his comrades, of whom the choice was left to 
himſelf, he diſcharged his commiſſion, r which was 
a very hazardous one, with incredible cou-Wuec 
rage and ſucceſs. Upon his return, the general ofli- 
cer highly commended him, and gave him the hun- 
dred piſtoles he had promiſed, The ſoldier preſent- 
ly diſtributed them among his comrades, ſaying, he 
did not ſerve for pay, and demanded only, that it 
his late action ſeemed to deſerve any recompence, 
they would make him an officer. And naw, Sir, 
adds he to the general officer, who did not know 
FR 7T%5 FATE EET C8 > 13-4 him, 
r The buſineſs was to know, hefoxe they made a lodgment, whe 
ther the enemy were undermining, the glacis. The ſoldier as foo! 
45 it was _— throwing himſelf into the covered way, diſcbarged Me. 


His commiſſion, ſo well, that he brought off the hat and inſtruments . 
vt ons of the miners whom he had killed in the mine. 
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+» him, 7 am the ſoldier you ſo much abuſed fifteen days 
ne ago, and I told you [ would make you repent it. The 
be Weeneral officer in great admiration, and melting in- 
ve to tears, threw his arms around his neck, begged his 
le, Wpardon, and gave him a commiſſion that very day. 
c- he great Conde took a pleaſure in telling this ſto- 
ed Wy, as the braveſt action in a ſoldier he had ever 
of Wheard of. I had it from a perſon to whom M. le 
he Prince, the great Conde's ſon, has often told it. 
ut! The ſame cannon-ball that killed M. Turenne, 
nd carried off an arm from M. St. Hillaire, heutenant- 
general of the artillery. His ſon breaking out into 
ſh ears and lamentations, Hold your tongue, child, ſays 
1s, Die to him, and pointing to M. de Turenne, as he 
nd Hay dead, there's a proper ſubject for your tears. 
ct. I have already ſpoke of the famous Henry de 
nat NMeſmes, one of the moſt illuſtrious magiſtrates of 
cn Wis time. The King (Henry II. if I am not miſta- 
zo-en) having offered him the place of advocate-gene- 
in-Fal, he took the liberty to repreſent to his Majeſty, 
of What the place was not vacant.” It is, anſwered the 
ſed King, becauſe I am diflatisfied with the perſon that 
are ll it. Excuſe me, Sir, anſwered Henry de Meſ- 
gi- Ines, after having modeſtly ſpoke in defence of the 
iir · Perſon accuſed, I had rather tear up the ground with 
toy nails, than enter into that poſt through ſuch a gate. 
was be King gave ear to his remonſtrance, and conti- 
ued the advocate-general in his place ; who coming 
he next day to thank him for the ſervices he had 
one him, Henry de Meſmes would ſcarce accept of 
is acknowledgments. for doing what he ſaid was 
n indiſpenſable duty, and which he could not have 


t ithhmitted, without diſgracing himſelf for ever. 
ace, A preſident a Mortimer t had thoughts of quitting 
Sir, is poſt in hopes of procuring it for his ſon, Lewis. 


oV. who had promiſed. M. Peletier, then compt- 
oller-general, to give him the firit that fell, offered 
him. 
"Memoires Manuſcrits, quoted already in the fiſt volume. 
CJ. Pele terii vita. | | 
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him this. M. Peletier, after making his moft hum 
ble acknowledgments, added, that the preſiden 
who had quitted had a ſon, and his Majeſty had e. 
ver been well fatisfied with the family. I am ng 
« uſed to be anſwered thus,” replies the King in 
ſurpriſe at his conduct and generoſity, well ya 
“ {hall have the next then.” Nor did he wait long 
for it; for within two years after, M. le preſident 
le Cogneux dying without a ſon, ſo noble a diſinte 
reſtedneſs was rewarded. | 

And here I muſt ask, when we read of ſuch ach 
ons, can we poſſibly reſiſt the impreſſion they make 
upon our hearts. It is the voice and 5 teſtimony d 
an upright, ſtaunch, and pure nature, not yet cor 
rupted by ill examples and bad principles, whic 
ſhould be the rule of our judgments, and is in 
manner the baſis of this taſte of ſolid glory and re 
al greatneſs, I am now ſpeaking of. And *tis ou 
buſineſs to attend ſolely to this voice, conſult it ut 
all things, and conform to. its dictates. | 

I know very well, that ſomething elſe is requiſite 
beſides precepts and examples, to make a man thus ſu 
perior to the ſtrongeſt paſſions, and that God alone ca 
inſpire him with theſe ſentiments of nobleneſsand gran 


deur,as the heathens themſelves informus. t Bonus vil h 
fine Deanemaeſt. An poteſt aliguis ſupra fortunam, niſi nd 
illo adjutus, exurgere® Ille dat canſilia magnifica et ere 


ta. u But we cannot too much inculcate theſe. prince 
ples into youth; and it were to be wiſhed the 
could never hear any other difcourſe, and that thel 


precepts were continually founded in their ears. * 1 
| pril 

Quae diſciplina eò pertinebat, ut ſincera et integra, et nul 
pravitatibus detorta uniufeujuſque natura, toto ſtatim, pectore an 
pe ret artes honeſtas. Dialog. de oratoribus, eap. 28: 

t Senec. ep. 41. : 

u Conducere arbitror talibus aures tuas vocibus undique circun 
ſonare, nec eas, fi fieri poſſet, quidquam aliud audire. Cic. lib. 
offic. n. 5. 

* Omnium honeſtarum rerum ſemina animi gerunt, quae adm 
nitione excitantur: non aliter quam ſeintilla flatu levi adjuta, ige 
ſuum explicat. Senec. ep. 94. 

Hace eſt ſapientia, in naturam converti, et eo reſtitui; unde pul 
Icus error Expulcrit, Ibid. 
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im principal fruit of hiſtory is to preſerve and invigo- 
cnMW-ate thoſe ſentiments of probity and integrity we 
le bring into the world with us; or if we-have ſwerved 


from them, to draw us back by degrees, and rekin- 


n le io us thoſe precious ſparks, by frequent examples 
y ot virtue. A maſter well {killed in directing the 
on WWocnius, which is the principal province, will omit no 


opportunity of inſtilling into his ſcholars the prin- 
ples of honour and equity, and of exciting in them 
a ſincere love of virtue, and abhorrence of vice y As 
hey are of an age as yet tender and tractable, and 


akWeorruption has not taken deep root in them, the 
7 ruth more caſily finds entrance into their minds, 
cond fixes itſelf there without difficulty, if ever ſo 
nichittle afliſted by the maſter's wiſe reflections, and 
n Weaſonable counſels, | 


When upon every point of hiſtory read to them, 
our at leaſt upon the brighteſt and moſt important, 


great, and commendable, and on the contrary, what 
blameable and contemptible, it ſeldom happens but 
routh anſwer juſtly, and rationally, and pats a ſound 
chend equitable judgment upon whatever is propoſed 
rao them. Tis this anſwer, this judgment, which, as 
have already ſaid, is in them the voice of nature 
and right reaſon, and cannot be ſuſpected becauſe 
ere Wot ſuggeſted, that becomes in them the rule of a good 
nate with reſpect to ſolid glory and true greatneſs: 
Vhen they ſee a Regulus expoſing himfelf to the 
oft cruel torments, rather than break his word ; 
Cyrus and a Scipio making a public profeſſion of 
ontinence and wiſdom ; all the ancient Romans, ſo 
Inftrious and ſo generally eſteemed, leading a poor, 
e Wrngal, and ſober life; and on the other hand, ſeg 
tions of treachery, debauchery, diſſoluteneſs, w_ 
Jreu0 an 


* Civitatis rectorem decet. . . . verbis, et his mollioribus, curare 
W-5cnia, ut facienda ſuadeat, cupiditatemque honeſti et aequi con- 
thet animis, faciatque vitiorum odium, pretium virtutum. Sen. 
ib. 1. de ira, cap. 5. 

EFacillime tenera conciliantur ingenia ad honeſt rectique amo» 
em. Adhuc docilibus, leviterque corruptis, injicit manum veritas, 
alyocatum idoncum nacta eſt. Seucc. ep. 408. 13 


hey are aſked what they think, what ſeems beautiful, 
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and ſordid avarice, in great and conſiderable per. 
ſons, they heſitate not a moment to pronounce in 
favour of the ſide they ought. 
2 Seneca, ſpeaking of one of his maſters, ſays, that 
when he heard him diſcourſe of the advantages of 
poverty, chaſtiry, ſobriety, and a conſcience pure and 
unblameable, he went away from his lectures, ena. 
moured of virtue, and filled with horror for vice, 
And this is the effect hiſtory muſt produce, when 
„„ | 

We mult therefore be careful to make youth at. 
tentive to the excellent leſſons even paganiſm affords, 
a which ſets no value upon whatever is external and 
adventitious, ſuch as wealth, honours, and magnif- 
cence ; b and even in man eſteems and admires only 
the qualities of the heart, that is to ſay, probity and 
virtue; © which are of ſo glorious a nature, that they 
honour, dignify, and exalt whatever aproaches, or 
ſurrounds them, even poverty, miſery, exile, impri: 
ſonment, and torture. Tis virtue alone which fixe 
the price of every thing, and is the fole fource of ſo- 
lid glory and real greatneſs. According to the prin: 


ciples of paganiſm, 4 a Prince is only ſo far great, as 1 
he is beneficent and liberal: nor ſhould he think of ar 
his power, but with a view to do good, and in imi th 

tation g. 
Ego certe, eum Attalum audirem, in vitia, in errores, in ma CC 
la vitae perorantem, ſaepe miſertus ſum generis humani. Cunſ ſh 


vero commendare paupertatem eoeperat . . . ſaepe exire E ſchol 
pauperi libuit. Cum coeperat voluptates noſtras traducere, laudatt PY 


caſtum corpus, ſobriam menſam, puram mentem, non tantum ab il th 
licitis volupta tibus, ſed etiam ſupervacuis, libebat circumſcribere gu pa 
lam et ventrem. Senec. ep. 108. ar. 


* Quicquid eſt hoc quod eirea nos ex adventitio fulget, honor , 
opes, ampla atria ... . alieni commodatique apparatus ſunt. Senee ' 
conſol. ad Marc. cap. ro. | ſu] 
Nec quicquam ſuum, niſi ſe, pntet eſſe, ea quoque parte qua me 
Bor eſt. Id. de Conſt. ſap. cap. 6. ; 
e Quicquid attigit virtus in ſimilitudinem ſai adducit et tingtt 
actiones, amicitias, interdum demos totas, quas intravit diſpoſu- 
itque, condecorat : quicquid tractavit, id amabile, conſpicuum, mi 
rabile facit. Id. ep. 606. 
4 Proximum diis locum tenet, qui ſe ex deorum natura gerit, be 
neficvs, ac largus, et in melius potens. Haec aſſectare, haec im 
tarĩi decet: maximum ita haberi, ut optimus ſimul habeare. Senes 
lib. x: de clem. cap. 19. - i 
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tation of the gods, to place the title of bet before 
hat of greate/t; Ju PITER OpTIMUs Maximus. He 
ſhould prefer the tender name of © father of his coun- 
ry to all the pompous titles of the invincible, the 
riumpher, the thunderbolt of war, the conqueror, 
itles, generally ſo fatal to mankind, and call to mind 
hat he is the protector and father of his ſubjects, 
ind that his moſt ſolid glory, as well as his moſt eſ- 
ential duty, is to do his utmoſt to make them happy. 
One would think nothing could be added to theſe 
oble ideas, which the pagans give us of human 
dower and greatneſs, or to the examples of virtue, 
rhich I have quoted above in ſuch great abundance, 
But let us hear what a wiſe man fays, who was brought 
Ip, not in the ſchool of Plato or Socrates, but of 
eſus Chriſt, I mean St. Auguſtin, who, after having 
rawn the character of a great prince, teaches us, by 
ne circumſtance that he adds to the deſcriptions of 
he ancients, wherein ſolid glory conſiſts, and how 
ar chriſtianity ſurmounts the pagan virtues, of which 
xride and vanity were the ſoul and principle. 


rin py,” f ſays this father, ſpeaking of the emperors, 
, 3 tor having reigned long, or for dying in peace, 
< OS and leaving their children behind them on the 
mg throne, for having conquered the enemies of the 
tion ſtate, or ſuppreſſed ſedition, advantages which are 
common to them with ſuch princes as are wor- 
ſhippers of devils. But we call them great and hap- 
dan 27> when they make juſtice to flourith, and amidit 
ab I the praiſes that are given them, and the homage 
re gu paid them, do not grow proud, but remember they 
are men; when they ſubmit their power to the ſo- 
Seneell vereign power of the King of kings, and make it 
ubſervient only to the advancement of true 

religion; 


* Cactera cognom ina honori data ſunt. , . Patrem quidem patriae 
pellamus, ut ſciret datam fibi poteſtatem patriam, quae eſt tem- 
tatiſſima, liberis conſulens, fuaque poſt illos reponens. Sencc. 
t. de clem. cap. 14. 

c im! by Aug. de ci vit. Dei, lib. 5. cap · 24. 
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* We do not call chriſtian princes great and hap» 
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religion; when they fear God, love him and wor: 
& ſhip Rim; when they value not their kingdom in 
58 compariſon of him, with whom they have no rival 
© nor enemies to apprehend; when they are flow to 
* punith, and ſwift to pardon ; when they puniſh on. 
« ]y for the good of the ſtate; and not the gratification 
© of their perſonal revenge, and pardon only tron 
* the hope of amendment, and'not to grant impuniy 
*© to crimes ; when, being obliged to uſe ſeverity, 1 
* temper it with ſome action of mildnefs and clemen 
* cy; when they are the more reſerved in their plex 
e fares, from being the more at liberty to inculy 
« themſelves in them; when they rather chyfe to com 
„mand their paſſions, than to govern all the natio 
of the world; AND WHEN THEY DO ALL Tur” 
* THINGS, NOT FROM VAIN GLORY, BUT THI 
* LOVE OF ETERNAL HAPPINESS.” Þ 

It was not in the power of paganiſm to inſpin 
fuch noble ſentiments, and, at the ſame time, e! 
pure from all ſelf- love and vain- -glory. Hac omii 
Jaciunt, non probter ardorem inanis gloriæ, ſed prot: 
caritatem felicitatis aternæ. Nothing but the ſchoy 
of Chriſt was capable of raiſing man to ſo high ad 
gree of perfection, as to make him abſolutely forg 
himſelf in the midit of the greateſt actions, that! 
might refer them only to God, wherein his enti 
greatneſs and glory conſiſts. For whilſt a man cen 
ters every thing in himſelf, let him make what eh 
forts he will to appear great, and exalt himſelf, þ 
continues {till what he is, that is, meanneſs and n- 
thing, and can only become great and exalted, | 
uniting himſelf to him, who is the ſole ſource of 
glory and greatneſs, 

Hence aroſe that innumerable multitude of Chu! 
ſtian heroes of every condition, ſex, and age. T 
greateſt, the moſt diſtinguiſhed by the fortunes! 
the world have come to lay down at the foot oft 
croſs, riches, grandeur, magnificence, dignities, ſe 
ence, eloquence, and fame, and counted all theſe! V. 
crifices as nothing. 8. Paulinus, the honour ( 

| Franc 
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France, and glory of his age, whilſt all the world 
ſtood in admiration at his generoſity in diſtributing 

the immenſe riches he poſſeſſed in ſeveral provinces 
among the poor, thought he had yet done nothing, 

and compared himſelf to a wreſtler preparing to en- 
gage, or a man that was ready to ſwim over a river, 

who had neither of them made any great progreſs, 
though they had ſtript off their clothes. | 

What ſhall I ſay of the multitude of illuſtrious 
ladies, who were ſome of them deſcended from the 
Scipio's and the Gracchi, S. Paula, S. Olympias, 
8. Marcella, S. Melania, who, in honour of the goſ- 
pel, trod under foot the pomps and vanities of the 
world? What greatneſs of ſoul is there in that ſay- 
ing of Marcella's, when, after ſhe had diſtributed 
all her goods to the poor, ſeeing Rome taken and 
pillaged by the Goths, ſhe thanked God ſhe had 
ſecured her wealth before, and that the loſs of the 
city had found her poor, and not made her fo ! 
E Qnod pauperem illam non feciſſet caftivitas, ſed in- 
venilſet. | 

No triumph ever equalled that which Chriſtian . 
humility gained in the perſon of 8. Melania the 
grandmother, when ſhe went to Nola, to viſit S. 
Paulinus. We have an eloquent deſcription of it 
given us by the ſaint himſelf, All her family, that 
is, the greateſt and moſt eminent perſons in Rome 
waited upon her, and reſolved by way of honour 
to attend her in this journey with all the uſual pomp 
4 belonging to perſons of their quality. The Appian 
d, May was covered over with gilt and ſplendid coaches, 
of Prith horſes richly harnafled, and chariots of all 
kinds in abundance, In the midft of this pompous 
rain marched a lady venerable for her age, and ſtill 
more ſo for her grave and modeſt deportment, - 
ounted on a little lean. horſe, and clothed in a 
of Uarment of plain ſerge. All eyes, however, were 
es, urned and fixed upon the humble Melania. No- 
ele Vol. III. II | body 
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body took any notice of the gold; the ſilk, and 

purple, which glittered around her; the coarſe 
ſtuff extinguiſhed all that vain ſplendor. There 
was ſcen in the children what the mother had quit- 
ted and trampled under foot, as a ſacrifice to Jeſus 
Chriſt. : | , 

The great lords and ladies, who made up this 
' pompous retinue, inſtead of being aſhamed of the 
vile and abject condition the holy widow appeared 
in, thought it an honour to draw near her, and 
touch her garments, thinking by this humble and 
reſpectful condeſcenſion to expiate the pride of 
their own riches. and magnificence, Thus, upon 
this occaſion, the pomp of the Roman greatneſs 
paid homage to the poverty of the goſpel. 

Some ſuch paſſages as theſe, intermixed from 
time to time with ſelect portions of profane hiſtory, Hef 
may ſerve to correct and amend whatever is amilsMWy 
in them, ſupply what is wanting on the part of mo-! 
tive and intention, and give youth a perfect idea of 
true and ſolid 8 For, in laying before 
them the beautiful actions and laudable ſentiments 
of the pagans, as we have done here, we mult be 
careful from time to time to remind them of the 
principle h S. Auguſtin ſo frequently repeats, that 
without true piety, that is, without knowledge and 


love of the true God, there can be no real virtue; E 
that it ceaſes to be ſuch, when produced by no o- 

ther motive than human glory. It is true, add te 
he, theſe virtues, though falſe and imperfect, do 
however, enable thoſe who have them, to be muciiie ci 
more ſerviceable to the public, than if they haſher, 


them not. And it is in this ſenſe we may ſay, that 
it were ſometimes to be withed that thoſe who go. 
vern were good pagans, good Romans, and acte 
according to the great principles, which were the 


ſou 
| li a 
b Dum illud conſtet inter omnes veraciter pios, neminem framer 
vera pietate, id eſt, veri Dei vero cultu, veram poſſe habere virtue miſe 
tem, nec eam veram eſſe, quando gloriae ſer vit humanae. S. Aug 


de ciyit. Dei, lib. 5. cap. 19. 


Of Sacred Hiſtory, 79 


foul of their conduct. i But the ſtate is then ab- 
ſolutely happy, when it pleaſes God to advance ſuch 
to an high ſtation, as unite true and ſolid piety 
ich the great qualities which we admire in the an- 
ients. 


PART. © HE. SBC MEL 


Of SacrkED HisTory, 


SHALL reduce what I have to ſay upon the 

ſtudy of ſacred hiſtory to two heads, 
Firſt, I ſhall lay down the principles I think ne- 
ry, Neſſary for making a proper advantage of this ſtu- 
nis y; and then I ſhall make the en of them 
no · lome examples. 


of 

ore 

ents | bop © 190. 2 Fs 

t be 

the reſary Principles for the underſtanding of SACRED 
that His ToRY, 

and 

tue roRE 1 ſet down the obſervations neceſſary 
0 0 


to be made in the ſtudying of ſacred hiſtory, 
teaching it to others, I think it proper to begin 
th giving a general idea of it, which may explain 
e character peculiar to it, and afliſt us in ſhewing 
rein this hiſtory differs from all others. 


H 2 : AWTICLE 


It autem, qui vera pietate praediti bene vivunt, fi habent ſei-. 
am regendi populos, nihil eſt felicius rebus homanis, quam fr 
o miſerante habeant n Ibid, | 
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ARTICLE THE FIRST. 


The proper and peculiar Characters of SAcRED Hi W 
STORY, 


8 ACRE D hiftory is very different from all o. 
ther hiſtory whatſoever. The laſt contains on- 
ly human facts and temporal events, and often ful 
of uncertainty and contradiction. But the other is 
the hiſtory of God himſelf, the ſupreme Being; 
the hiſtory of his omnipotence, his infinite wiſdom, 
| his univerſal providence, his holineſs, his juſtice, his 
| mercy, and all his other attributes, ſet forth unde 
a thouſand forms, and diſplayed by abundance of 
= wonderful effects. The book which contains al 
"| theſe wonders is the moſt ancient book in the world 
and the only one before the coming ef the Mefliah 
un which God has thewn us, in a clear and certain 
manner, what he is, what we are, and for whit 

ends deſigned. 4 

Other hiſtories leave us deeply ignorant in al 
theſe important points. Inſtead of giving a cles 
and diſtinct idea of the Godhead, they render it ob 
ſcure, diſhonour and disfigure it by numberleſs ei 
rravagant fables, differing only from one another i 
à greater or leſs degree of abſurdity. They give 
no infight into the nature of the world we inhabi 
whether it had a beginning, by whom or to whi 
end it was created, how it is ſupported and preſ! 
ved, or whether it is always to ſubſiſt; we learn nc 
thing what we are ourſelves, what our original, i 
ture, deſign, or end. | 
Sacred hiſtory begins with clearly revealing to us iſh 
a few words, the greateſt and moſt important truth 
That there is a God, pre-exiſting before all thing 
and conſequently eternal; that the world is the wolf 
of his hands, that he made it out of nothing by "ſay | 
word alone, and that thus he is almighty. n 7: if 
beginning Cad created the heaven and the earth. 


K Gen. i. I, 
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It then repreſents man, for whom this world 
was made, as coming forth from the hands of his 
Creator, and compounded of a body and a foul, 
a body made out of a little duſt, the proof of 

UW its weakneſs ; and a ſoul, breathed into it by God, 
and conſequently diftin& from the body, ſpiritual, 
intelligent, and from the very ſubſtance of its na- 

/ ture and conſtitution, incorruptible and immortal. 

n. It deſcribes the happy condition in which man 

Full was created, righteous and innocent, and deſtined 


ri for eternal happineſs, if he had perfevered: in his 


8 WW righteouſneſs and innocence; his ſad fall by ſin, the 
diu fatal ſource of all his misfortunes, and the twofold 
death to which he was condemned: with all his po- 
ſterity; and laſtly, his future reſtoration by an all- 
powerful Mediator, which was even them promiſed: 
and pointed out to him for his conſolation, though 
at the diſtance of a remote futurity; all the cir- 
cumſtances and* characters whereof are afterwards: 
deſcribed, but under the faint ſhadows of figures. 
and ſymbols, which, like ſo many veils, ſerve at the 
flame time to diſcloſe and hide it. | 

It teaches us, that in this reſtoration of mankind, 
the great work of God, to which all is referred, and 
in which all terminates, is- to- form to himſelf a 
kingdom worthy: of him, a kingdom. which ſhall a- 
lone ſubfiſt to all eternity, and to which all others 


ve hall. give place; that jeſus Chriſt ſhall be the 
"_ founder and ruler: of this kingdom, according to- 
w 


the auguſt prophecy of W Daniel, Who after he had. 
ken in a viſion under different ſymbols the ſucceſſi- 
on and ruin of all the great empires of the world,. 
ſees at laſt the Son of Man drawing near to the 
Ancient of Days, u/que ad Antiquum Dierum, a no- 
) u5 ble and ſublime: exprefiorr to denote the Eternal; 


rutl Wand immediately adds, that God gave him dominion, 


hinggand glory, and a kingdom, that all nations and lan- 

puages ſbould ſerve him his. dominion is an everlaſt-- 
by 1 mg deminion, which ſhall not paſs away, and his king- 
In Seem that which ſball not be deftroyed, 


Pad. vii. 1, —14. 5 
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This kingdom is the church, whieh is begun and 
formed here upon earth, and ſhall one day be car- 
ried up into heaven, the place of its original and e- 
ternal habitation. © And then cometh the end, that 
is, of this viſible world, which ſubfiſts only for the 
other, when Fe/ſus Chriſt, after having put down all 
rule, and all authority and power, ſball have deliver. 
ed up the kingdom, that is to ſay, the bleſſed and ho- 
ly company of the elect, 0 God, even the Father, 

It is this. blefled ſociety of the juſt, and he who 
has been pleaſed to be their head, ſanctifier, father, 
and ſpouſe, who are the grand object and the laſt 
end of all the deſigns of God. From the beginning 
of the world, and even before ſin had perverted the 
order of it, he had them both in view. d St, Paul 
declares in expreſs terms, that the firſt Adam was 
the figure of the ſecond, gui et forma futuri ; and in 
he inſinuates to us, that Eve, who was taken fronWit 
Adam's fide during his myſterious ſleep, was a na- N 

- tural image of the church, proceeding from the 
fide of Chriſt, who ſlept upon the croſs to make vMca 
the children of it, F hi 

We fee God, who is. always watchful over the 
work of his. own hands, from the earlicft times pre- 

aring at a diſtance the formation of the Chrifian 
church, and laying the foundations of it, by revealing 
to man ſuch myſtcries as it was always neceftary to hi 
ſalvation for man to know, by frequently renewing te 
him the promiſe of a Redeemer ; by pointing out to 
him the neceſſity of believing in a Mediator, for the 
obtaining of true righteoufneſs; by teaching him the 
eſſence of religion, and the ſpirit of true worſhip ; by 
tranſmitting from age to-age, without alteration, theſe 
capital doctrines, by the long life of the firſt patri 
archs, who were full of faith and holineſs ; by tx 
king care, through the means of the ark, to preſerve 
thele eſſential truths from periſhing in the deluge; 
and laſtly, by forming from the beginning a ſociety 
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il WW of juſt men more or leſs numerous and viſible, and 
preſerving them by an uninterrupted ſucceſſion, 

But when the earth began to be again overſpread 
with an inundation of errors and crimes, of a more 
pernicious confequence than the deluge of waters 
they had lately eſcaped from; God, to ſecure the ſa- 
lutary truths, which began to grow obſcure and ex- 
tint in all nations, committed them in truſt to a fa- 
mily entirely devoted to religion. Of them he forms 
a peculiar people, incloſed within the precincts of a 
particular country which he had long before prepa- 
red for them, ſeparated from all other nations by di- 
ſtinct laws and cuſtoms, directed and governed in a 
manner entirely ſingular, expoſed as a ſpectacle to 
the reſt of the world by the innumerable wonders he 
wrought amongſt them, either with a view to fix them 
in the promiſed land, to keep them in poſſeſſion of 
it, or bring them back to it when driven out. He 
was not content to guide them like other people, by 
à general and common providence, but himſelf be- 
came tlieir head, legiſlator, and King. And it was 
his will, that this people ſhould be the type and fi- 
the gure of what was afterwards to happen to the Church, 
ore · ¶ by their departure out of Egypt, their wandering in 
tau the deſart, their entrance into the land of promiſe, 
ling their wars and conqueſts, their long captivity in Ba- 
hö bylon, their return into their own country; in a 
s to word, by all the different ſtares and changes which 
t to befel them; and that the expectation of the Meſſiah, 
promiſed to the patriarchs, figured by the ceremo- 
nies and ſacrifices of the law, foretold by the pro- 
phets, ſhould be the proper and eſpecial character 
of this people to diſtinguiih them from all the other 
nations, of the earth, | | : 

This is what the ſcripture teaches us, and alone 
could diſcover to us, as it alone is the depoſitory of 
the divine revelations, and of the manifeſtation of 
God's decrees, which lay concealed in his boſom from 
al cternity, till the moment he was pleaſed to divulge 
em. And can any object be greater, of nearer 

| , concern, 


atri- 
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concern, and more worthy of the attention of man · 


kind, than an hiſtory, wherein God has thought fi 
of himſelf to draw with his own hand the plan of 


— 


our eternal deſtiny ? 

To fix the certainty of revelation, and eſtabliſh 
religion upon a firm foundation, it has pleaſed God 
to give it two ſorts of proof, which were at the ſame 
time ſuited to the capacities of the moſt ſimple, and 
ſuperior to all the ſubtleties of the incredulous; 
which vifibly bore the character of Omnipotence; 
and which neither all the endeavours of man, or 
cunning of devils, were able to imitate. 

Theſe two ſorts of proof conſiſt in miracles and 
prophecies. | 

The miracles are plain, public, notorious, expoſed 
to the eyes of all the world, infinitely multiplied and 
diverſified, long foretold and expected, and conti 
nuing for a long ſeries of days, and fometimes d 
years. They are evident facts, memorable events, d 
which the dulleſt underſtanding could not but be 
ſenſible, whereof the whole people were not only 
ſpectators and witnefles, but themſelves the matter and 
object; they reap the advantages of them and per 
ceive the effects, and have their own happineſs 0 
miſery depending on them. The family of Noah coul 
not forget the deſtruction of the whole world by the 
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f ve 
deluge, after the continued menaces of an age; na}, 
the miraculous manner in which they alone wers 
preſerved in the ark. Fhe fire which came doi an 
from heaven upon the unrighteous cities; the whol 7 
kingdom of Egypt puniſhed at different times by tcl ge. 
terrible plagues ; the ſea opening a paſſage to the HH wh 
raclites, and cloſing to overwhelm Pharaoh and hi co. 
army; the people of Iſrael fed with manna for for! = 
years, and drinking of the brooks which flowed ou cer 


of the ſtony rocks, covered with a cloud from th 
heat of the day, and enlightened by night with oh 
pillar of fire; their clothes and their ſhoes no nal 
worn out in the courſe of ſo long a journey; Hof 
ſtreams of Jordan forgetting to flow, and the it 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding ſtill to ſecure the victory; an army of hor- 
nets marching before the people of God to drive the 


veral times converted into a ſhower of hail- ſtones to 
lit overthrow the enemy; the nations in league againſt 
00 Ifrael diſperſed by a vain terror, or exterminated by 
une a mutual flaughter in turning their arms againſt one 
and another; an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand 
si ſtruck dead with thunder in one night under the 
ce walls of Jeruſalem ; all theſe prodigies, and a thou- 
„or ſand others of a like nature, whereof ſeveral were 

atteſted by ſolemn feaſts eſtabliſhed on purpoſe to 


and perpetuate their memory, and by ſacred ſongs which 


were in the mouths of all the Ifraelites, could not 

reli pe unknown to the moſt ſtupid, nor called in que- 
ſtion by the moſt incredulous. 

And the ſame may be ſaid of the prophecies. We 

are ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and conſider as the ut - 


» 08 moſt effort of human underſtanding, that a famous 
t hiſtorian ſhould have been able by the force of his 
_ genius, a ſuperior capacity, and his profound know- 
an 


jedge of the characters of men and nations, to pry 


fiderable alteration. which was to happen in the Ro» 
man commonwealth. And certainly ſuch a foreſight 
very much deſerves our admiration; and there is no 
body, that has ever fo little taſte and curioſity, who 
is not well pleaſed to examine, whether the hiſtori- 
an has really conjectured ſo exactly as is reported, 
The ſacred hiſtory preſents us with far greater won» 
ders. We there ſee a multitude of inſpired men, 
who do not ſpeak doubtfully, with heſitation, or by 
conjecture, but with an affirmative voice loudly and 
publicly declare that ſuch and ſuch events fhould 
certainly happen in the time and place, and with all 
the circumſtances that theſe prophets expreſs. Bur 
what events? The molt particular, the moſt perſo- 
nal, and ſuch as moſt nearly concerned the intereſt 
of the nation, and at the ſame time were the moſt 
remote 


a Poly bius. 


Canaanites from their poſſeſſions; the clouds at ſe- 


ſo far into the darkneſs of futurity, as to diſcern a con- 
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remote from all outward appearance. Under the 
flouriſhing reigns of Uzziah and Jotham, when the 
ftate enjoyed peace and plenty, and luxury in eating, 
building, and furniture was carried to exceſs, what 
likelihood was there of the terrible famine and 
ſhameful captivity e Haiah then threatened the ladies 
of the greateſt diſtinction with, or what probability 
of the extreme miſery which actually befel them in 
the following reign ? 

When, ſome time after, Jeruſalem blocked vp by 
the numerous army of Sennacherib, was reduced to 
the laſt extremity, without troops, without proviſfi- 
ons, or any hopes of human aſſiſtance, eſpecially af. 
ter the army of the Egyptians had been cut to pieces, 
was the prediction of Iſaiah credible, that the city 
ſhould not be taken, that it ſhould not be beficged 
in form, that the enemy ſhould not caſt an arroy 
againſt ir, and that this formidable army ſhould be 
exterminated at once, without any human concur- 
rence, and its King put to flight ? 

The entire deſtruction of the kingdom of the ten 
tribes, the carrying Judah away captive to Babylon 
after the conqueſt and overthrow of Jeruſalem, the 
expreſs term of ſeventy years ſet for the duration of 
their captivity, their glorious return into their own 
country, their deliverer ſpecified and called by his 
proper name above two hundred years before he was 
born, the ſurpriſing and till then unheard of man- 
ner, in which this famous conqueror was to take 
Babylon; could all this be the effect of human 
foreſight, or was there the leaſt appearance of it, 
when the prophets foretold it? s | 

Theſe predictions however, illuſtrious as they were, 
ſerved only as a veil or preparation to others of far 
greater importance, to which the accompliſhment of 
the former was to give a degree of authority and cre- 
dit, fuperior in ſtrength to all that human under- 
ſtanding could imagine or deſire for the gaining of a 
full conviction and an unchangeable belief, It is 

| plain, 
* Iſai, iii. 16, 26, &c. 
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plain, I mean the predictions relating to the Meſſiah, 
and the eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church, Theſe 
re ſo clear and circumſtantial, that they ſurpaſs all 


ag nagination. The prophets have not only ſpecified 
* he time, the place, and the manner of the Meſſiah's 
n 


irth, the principal actions of his life, and the ef- 
ects of his preaching; but they ſaw, and foretold 
he moſt particular circumſtances of his death and 
11 W-:ſurrection, and have related them with almoſt as 
nuch exactneſs as the evangeliſts themfelves, who 
ere eye-witneſſes of them. | 
to But what ſhall we ſay of thoſe great events, which 
i. Nonſtitute the fate of mankind, take in the extent 
af Mf all ages, and at laſt happily loſe themſelves in 
ces Whe eternity, which was their end and deſign; the 
ci Witabliſhment of the church upon earth by the 
ped reaching of twelve fiſhermen ; the reprobation of 
"OV he whole body of the Jewiſh nation; the vocation 
bee the Gentiles, to be ſubſtituted in the place of a 
ur. Wcople once ſo dearly beloved and favoured with 
ch high privileges; the deſtruction of idolatry 
ten Wroughout the world; the diſperſion of the Jews 
1onWhto all parts of the earth to ſerve as witnefles to 
the ſhe truth of the Holy Scriptures, and the accom- 
1 of iſhment of the prophecies ; their future return to 
2WN We faith of Chriſt, which will be the refuge and 


his Woſolation of the Church in the latter days; and 
Was Witly, the tranſlation of this church, after many 


als and dangers, from earth to heaven, there to 
joy eternal peace and felicity ? Theſe are the ſub- 
a with which the prophets entertain us, and for 
us end the Holy Scriptures were written. | 
Now I aſk in the firſt place, whether we ſhall not 
exe, W wanting in the moſt eſſential part of the educa- 
dn of youth, if we ſuffer them to be ignorant of 
t of hiſtory ſo venerable and important for its anti- 
a5 7 its authority, and che greatneſs and variety 
acts related in it, and more eſpecially for the 
of a mate union it has with our holy religion, as it is 
It is e foundation of it, as it contains all the proofs of 
ain, | It; 


80 Of Sacred Hiſtory. 


it, points out to us all its duties, and for which 
is fo capable of inſpiring us with the greateſt re 
ſpect from our moſt tender years, which may after 

wards ſerve as a check and barrier againſt the! 


centious boldneſs of incredulity, which every dy 
gains ground, and threatens us with the entire lob 
of the faith ? „ 

I aſk in the ſecond place, whether it be to ſug 
and teach ſacred hiſtory as we ought, barely to con: 
fider the facts contained in it as hiſtorical facts, 9 
to lay them before youth as objects only of the 
curioſity and admiration, without thewing them x 
the firmeſt ſupports of their belief, the legal paten 
of their true nobility, and certain pledges of thei 
future greatneſs ; without teaching them to con 
pare theſe miraculous and prophetical events with th 
moſt boaſted prodigies and oracles of the heathen 
and without making them ſenſible how vain thok 
upon which the whole Roman religion, for inſtance 
was founded, and which f Tully in ſome of h 
books has endeavoured: ro ſupport with all his el 
quence, (though in s others he abſolutely ove 
throws them) how vain and frivolous, I ſay, th 
prodigies and oracles are, and how far remote, ſu 
poling they were true, from the certainty, majeſt 
and number of thoſ2, which the ſacred hiſtory pr 
ſents us with in every page ? : 

Laſtly, I aſk whether we ſhould pay to the ſaer 
hiſtory, dictated by the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, tn 
reſpect which is due to it, by examining only ti 
letter of it, without penetrating farther to diſco 
the ſpirit and true ſignification of it, eſpecially aft 
ſuch light as the evangeliſts and apoſtles, and fin 
them the conſtant and uninterrupted tradition 
the fathers, have given us upon this matter. V 
very often read in the Goſpel, that the actions re 


ted there were the accompliſhment of the figu V. 
and prophecies of the Old Teſtament ; and Je 

. Ch Je 

8 

| : = | Li 

f Lib. 1. de Nat. Deor. = Lib. 2. de Divinat. 


a Chriſt himſelf aſſures us, that Moſes has principally 
rel written of him; h Had ye believed Moſes, ye would 
er have believed me ; for he wrote of me. i St. Paul 
tells us in clear and expreſs terms, that Jeſus Chriſt 
daß was the end of the law, and that what happened to 


lo the Jews, happened to them by way of type and fi- 


gure. St. Auguſtin, who is herein no other than 
the interpreter and channel of the tradition of the 
church, declares to us, ſpeaking of the ſamts of the 
Old Teſtament, -that nor only their words, but their 
life, their marriages, their children, their actions, 
were a figure and prediction of what was long after 
to happen in the chriſtian church; k Horum ſantto- 
rum, qui præceſſerunt tempore nativitatem Domini, 


0 
het 
u XN 
ten 
het 


om nen ſolum ſermo, ſed etiam vita, et conjugia, et filn, 


et facta, prophetia fuit hujus temporis, quo per fidem 


WW 0/1onis Chriſti ex gentibus congregatur eccleſia ; and 
hol chat the whole Hebrew nation were a kind of great 


prophet of him, who alone deſerves to be called 
great; I Tetumque illud regnum gentis Hebraorum, 
magnum quendam; quia et magni cujuſdam fuiſſe pro- 
phetam, Whence he concludes, that a prophecy of 
hriſt and the church ſhould be ſought for in the 
actions of that people: In tis que in illis, vel de il- 
it divinitus fiebant, prophetia venturi Chriſti et eccle- 
ie perſcrutanda eſt. | 

In what is ſaid, for inſtance, of Abraham, m that 


acrae caſt out Hagar, who was his lawful wife, though 
r, i bond-woman of a ſecond rank, with Iſhmael his 
ly fon, without giving them any thing for their ſub- 


iſtence but a little bread and water, can any man of 
ood ſenſe or underſtanding comprehend, that this 
atriarch, who was ſo liberal and humane to ſtran- 
ers, would have treated his wife and fon with ſuch 


everity, if there was not ſome myſtery concealed 
under it? 


hou Vol. III. I Though 
1 [el | 
Chl John v. 46. Rom. x. 4. 1 Cor. x. 11. 


* S. Aug. de catechiſ. rod. c. 19. 
Lib. 22, contra Fault. cap. 24. m Gen. xxii. 
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Though tradition did not diſcover to us the 
meaning of the ſame, patriarch's action in offering 
up Iſaac, would not reaſon alone, I mean in a man 
enlightened with faith, ſuffice to make us diſcern 
in it the charity of our heavenly Father, who had 
ſo great a love for mankind, as to give his only Son 
for them ? | 

Can we tell the children the hiſtory of the brand 
ſerpent fixed and hung upon a croſs in the wildernc6 
as a remedy for the Iſraelites, who had been bitten n 
by the fiery ſerpents, without explaining to them ae 
the ſame time, of whom this ſerpent was the type! 0g 

Should we rightly underſtand the admirable hi-. Mee 
ſtory of Jonas, if we limited it only to the letter, he 
and did not diſcern the reſurrection of Chriſt reſto-Wi] 
red to life again from the grave on the third day, 
and the ſpeedy. and miraculous converſion of them 
* Gentiles, which was the fruit of our Saviour's dea at. 
and reſurrection ? 

And the ſame may .be obſerved in many othe 

aſſages in ſacred hiſtory, which are not underſtood 
if not fully comprehended. We ſhould ſtudy it a 
Jews, and not as Chriſtians, if we did not remont 
the veil that covers it, and were content with ' the 
ſurface, which, though rich indeed and valuable 
conceals other riches of a far more incitimable Vis 
lue. 

Theſe types or figures ſhould be explained t 
youth more or leſs fully in proportion to thi 
years, taking care to dwell eſpecially upon ſuch s 
are explained in the New Teſtament, the meaning 
of which cannot poſſibly be miſtaken; however! 
choice ſhould be made of the cleareſt of theſe, an 
ſuch as are beſt ſuited to the age of the, pupi 
There are ſome however ſo plain and; evident i 
themſelves, though not explained in the New Teſt 
ment, that we cannot poſſibly doubt their ſignifi 
tion, as the hiſtory of Joſeph, and ſeyeral other 
of the like nature. 


ARTICLY 
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ARTICLE Tuz SECOND. 


Uſeful Obſervations for the Study of SACRED HI 
. STORY. | 


? 


HE firſt care to be taken in the ſtudy of hi- 
ſtory in general, is to throw it into {ſuch order 


deen deſervedly called the two eyes of hiſtory, as 
ey give a great addition of light to it, and remove 
ll kind of confuſion. 

When I recommend the ſtudy of chronology, I 
m far from inclining to engage you in the exami- 
ation of thoſe difficult and knotty queſtions, of 
hich it is very ſuſceptible, and of which the diſ- 
uſſion properly belongs only to the learned, It is 
afficient, if they have a clear and diſtinct idea, not 
f the preciſe year of every particular fact, for that 
ould be endleſs and extremely troubleſome, but in 
neral of the age wherein the moſt conſiderable 
ents fell out; 1 
Sacred hiſtory, from the creation of the world to 
e birth of Jeſus Chriſt, is uſually divided into fix 
es or parts, which in all take in the ſpace of four 
ouſand years. This diviſion is not difficult to be 
ained, nor above the comprehenſion of children, 
e number of years in each of theſe ages is next 
be obſerved, avoiding as much as poffible the 
ictions, or ſmall numbers, and reducing them to 
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om the departure out of Egypt to the time when 
cle foundations of the temple were laid, exactly 
my mputed, includes but four hundred and ſeventy 
then 
uth, that it amounts to about four hundred and 
ty years, This ſpace may be again divided into 
Krent parts, but we muſt not multiply them too 
12 | „11 
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nd method as to be able clearly to diſtinguiſh facts, 
derſons, times and places; and to this end chrono- 
ogy and geography may contribute, which have 


round ſum. Thus the fourth age, which reaches 


ic years and ſeventeen days. But *tis better to tell 


922 Of Sacred Hiſtory. 


much; into forty years, which the people paſſed in 
the wilderneſs vnder the conduct of Moſes ; three 
hundred and fifty from their entrance into the Holy 
Land under the direction of Joſhua and the Judges; 
forty years under Saul, forty more under David, 
and ſome years of the reign of Solomon. Such x 
diviſion is not very burdentome to the memory, and 
in my opinion makes the knowledge of facts much 
more clear and eaſy. 

Among the writers of chronology, Uſher and 
Petavi.s are the moſt followed. Either the one o 
the other of theſe great men may be choſen for; 
guide ; but in the ſame college it will be proper to 
keep to one and the ſame in every claſs, 

As there are ſome fats in facred hiſtory dift- 
rently related by the ſeveral authors who have treat 
ed of them, it is the maſter's buſineſs to unite an 
reconcile theſe differences, by chuſing out of eac 
dook ſuch circumſtances as are moſt inſtructive and 
affecting, When they come to the times of the pro 
phets, their writings give a great light to the hiſte 
rical books, that omit ſeveral confiderable facts, d 
often but ſlightly touch upon them; of which u 
hall give ſome examples in the ſequel, 
There has been lately printed a book, entitled 
Ana abridgment of the hiſtory of the Old Teflamen 
which may be very uſeful, not only to youth, by 
to all perſons, who have not leiſure or capacity e 
nough for ſtudying the ſacred hiſtory in the Scry 
ture itſelf, Whatever is moſt eflential in ſacred h 
{tory is thrown into this abridgment, That ſimp 
city of ſtyle is diligently obſerved, which is 1o 2 
culiar to it. In the hiſtorical relations, care is al, . 
taken to intermix certain words of Scripture, whe, 
convey great ſenſe, and ſuggeſt matter for impo 
tant refiections. Laſtly, to render this work mo 
complete and uſeful, it concludes with an extra 
from the ſapiential and prophetical books. Ir v4 
to be withed, we had the like afliſtance for profulif 


hiſtory. 7 1 
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4 II. In the ſtudying of ſacred hiſtory we muſt not: 
neglect the uſages and cuſtoms peculiar to the people: 
ot God, their laws, their government, and manner: 
of living. The excellent book of M. Abbe Fleuri's, 
entitled the Manners of the Iſraelites, contains all: 
that can be deſired upon this ſubject, and diſpenſes: 
with treating it more at large. | . 


III. It is proper to make youth take notice of the 
principal characters of the Jews, the carnal Jews I 
mean, who made up the body of the nation. The 
honour! which God had ſhewn them in chuſing 
them to be his people, had filled them with pride. 
They looked upon all other nations with: the ut- 
moſt contempt. 'They thought every. thing their 


hemſelves, they expected to be juftified only by: 
heir own works. They placed their whole confi- 
ence in the outward: obſervances of the law. They 
confined their vows and hopes to temporal ad van- 
ges and earthly bleſſings. When brought to the 
rial, and reduced to any neceſſity, forgetful of all: 
he benefits of God, and all the miracles he had 
rought in their favour, and conſtantly diſpoſed to 
ebel againſt him and their ſuperiors, they gave 
emſelves up to complaint, murmuring, and de- 
pair. And laſtly, if we except the latter times, 
ey had always an irreſiſtible inclination. to idola- 


Tis this laſt circumſtance which in my opinion 
ets us moſt into the real character of the ſewiſh na- 
jon, and is one of the principal motives of the choice: 
mich, God made of them.; I mean, their hardneſs: 
If heart, an extreme inclination to do ill, by which 
od would ſhew eus, that means purely exterior 
e abſolutely incapable of correcting the heart of 
nan, as they were all without exception employed: 
or ſeyeral ages in healing the Jews of idolatry, and 
aching them to obſerve the firſt commandment, but 
13 with 
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without ſucceſs, Neither the long and miſerable op- 
preſſion they underwent in Egypt; nor the joy and 
gratitude for a miraculous deliverance, and the in- 
ſtruction of the law given at the foot of mount Si- 
nai ; neither the ſubſtitution of a new race, born in 
the wilderneſs, brought up by Moſes, formed by the 
law, intimidated by the puniſhment of their fathers; 
nor their entrance into the promiſed land, and the 
actual enjoyment of all the effects of the promiſe; 
neither the different chaſtiſements, nor the warn- 
ings and examples of the prophets, during their a- 
bode in that land, were able to root out that impi- 
ous inclination. But growing ſtill more wicked, 
more corrupt, and idolatrous in the promiſed land, 
than they had been in Egypt, God was at laſt obli- 
ged to ſend them captive to Nineve and Babylon; 
and yet this correction ſerved only to harden them; 
ſo that giving themſelves up to all manner of wick. 
edneſs, they cauſed the name of the God of Ifrael to 
he blaſphemed among the idolatrous nations, whom 

they exceeded in all manner of guilt and impiety. 
Tis God himſelf, who declares to us in his pro- 
phets, and eſpecially in 2 Ezekiel, the deſign he had 
il of ſhewing mankind by the ſeries of all the events 
| which befel his people, of ſhewing them, I ſay, the 
exceſſive corruption of their hearts, and the inabili- 
ty of purely external remedies for the healing ſo an- 
cient and inveterate an evil. This view is one of 
the great keys of Scripture, and ſhews us moſt ſen- 
ſibly the ſecret and ſpirit of the Old Teſtament 
Without the knowledge of this circumſtance, the 
ſacred hiſtory will conſiſt of impenetrable obſcuri 
ties, and remain an incomprehenſible book to th 
greateſt part of its readers, To what end, indeed 
was the choice of a people ſo obſtinate and ungrate 
ful? Why ſo. many favours conferred upon Irael 
preferably to ſo many other nations, in all outward 
appearance better than they? Why ſo conſtant ai 
| attachmeni 


{i 


2 Exe k. XX. 


Of Sacred Hiſtory. 95 


p- Nitachment to this people, notwithſtanding ſo fixed 
nd perſeverance in ingratitude? Why were they made 
in- Jo paſs through ſo many various conditions? Why 
Si- {What continual alternative of promiſes and threat- 
in Wings, conſolations and afflictions, rewards and 
he Nrorrections? Why ſo many inſtructions, warnings, 
rs; Waovitations, reproofs, miracles, prophets, and holy 
he guides? Why ſo many benefits beſtowed on a peo- 
ſe; le, who inſtead of growing better became the worſe 
rn- For them? This depth of the divine wiſdom, which 

a- Wiſtoniſhes us, ſhould at the ſame time inſtruct us; 


ed, MWvhole conduct. of God: towards his people, there 
nd, Hreaks out a light more clear than that of the ſun, 
bli- demonſtrating to us the inſuſſiciency of all outward 
on; Wpplications in healing the corruption of the human 
mz neart, - 


L to IV. It appears evidently from the manner in which 
om he Old Teſtament is wrote, that the deſign of God, 
. s giving it to men, was to make them extremely at- 
ro · Nentive to the great examples of virtue, contained in 
had. The Scripture cuts off in few words the hiſtory 
-ntsMot the 1ngodly, how great ſoever they were in the 
yes of the world; and on the other hand. dwells 
ong upon the ſmalleſt actions of the righteous. The 
firſt book of Kings is the hiſtory of Samuel; the ſe- 
ond that of David; the third and fourth, of Solo- 


ſcn-Wnon, Jehoſhaphat, Hezekiah, Elijah, Eliſha, and 
ent faiah. The wicked ſeem to be mentioned only with 
the@Wegret, by accident, and on purpoſe to be condemn- 


d. If we compare what is ſaid of Nimrod, who built 
he 9 two mighty cities of the world, and founded the 


ecd,FWreateſt empire that ever was in the univerſe, with 
ate. Nhat is reported of the firſt patriarchs, we know 
raclFWot why the very important facts, which muſt have 


endered the life of that famous conqueror ſo parti- 
ular, and given ſo much light and ornament to an- 


* Nineve and Babylon. 
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cient hiftory, ſhould be paſſed over with ſuch rai. 
dity, to dwell ſo long upon the minute, and ſecm. 
ingly unneceſſary circumſtances of the life either of 
Abraham, or Jacob, which was ſtill leſs illuſtrious 
than that of his grandfather. But God points out 
to us herein, how different his thoughts are from 
ours, in letting us ſee in the firſt what men admire 
and wiſh for, and in che others what he is well plea. 
ſed with, and thinks worthy his approbation and 
Our attention. 15 . 

Ihe Scripture lays down rules, and preſcribes mo- 
dels for all ranks and conditions. Kings and judges, 
rich and poor, huſbands and wives, fathers and chil- 
dren, all, find their moſt excellent inſtructions upon 
every branch of their duty. Tis an uſeful, and 
withal an agreeable exerciſe to accuſtom youth to 
Join together of themſelves and repeat off hand ſe- 

veral examples upon the fame ſubject. 

KINCsS in. holy ſcripture, I mean ſuch as were 
after God's own. heart, conſider themſelves only a 
the miniſters of the ſupreme King, and uſe their au- 
thority only to make their ſubjects. happy, by ma- 
Eing them better. They are full of zeal for the glo- 
ry of God and the public good. Let but any one 
carefully reflect upon the ſentiments of piety, which 
David expreſſed in the tranſlation of the ark, and 
his preparations for building the temple; Jehoſha- 
phat's viſitation of his kingdom; Hezekiah's cares 
for religion from the moment he began to reign; 
the indefatigable zeal of Joſiah for reſtoring the true 
worſhip not only in Judah, but in the ten tribes al- 
ſo, and he will plainly ſee that thoſe princes thought 
themſelves placed on the throne only to eſtabliſh the 
kingdom of God. in their dominions. And to ſhev 
that piety is not inconſiſtent with true politics, the 
Scripture affects. ſometimes. to mention in- particu: 
lar the wiſe precautions they took in war and peace; 
fortifications, of towns, magazines of arms diſ- 
ciplined troops; the cares of agriculture, of the 
| 1 feeding 


rapt- 
gem 
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feeding and preſervation of cattle, the certain and in- 
ocent ſources of the plenty that reigned through» 
out the country, and enabled the people to pay with 
joy and caſe the taxes, which were conſtantly regu- 
ated according to the real neceſſities of the ſtate, 
and the abilities of every private ſubject. 
JuDpGEs, magiſtrates, miniſters, and all perſons in 
authority, find perfect models in Moſes, Jothua, the 
udges to Samuel, in Job, Nehemiah, Eſdras, and 
liakim. Their whole conduct ſhews an entire diſin- 
tereſtedneſs. They have no thoughts of eſtabliſhing 
or raiſing a family. They are popular, plain, and 
modeſt, without pomp, without diſtinctions, with- 
out guards, without jealouſy in the command, re- 
cciving the advice of perſons below them with plea- 
lure, and gladly ſharing with them in authority. 

RIc HES, Abraham, Job, Boaz, &c. 

We know that Abraham was very rich, and at 
the ſame time very liberal and generous. He would 
have looked upon it as a ſhame and a reproach, if 
any other than God had made him rich. PI ui 
not take any thing that is thine, ſays he to the King 
of Sodom, who out of gratitude offered Abraham all 
the ſpoils he had recovered from the hands of the 
enemies, Ieſt thau ſhould'ſ# ſay, I have made Abraham 
rich. His houſe was open to all ſtrangers and paſ- 
lengers. 4 The Scripture repreſents this holy man as 
ſitting at his tent-door in the heat of the day, and 
placed there as a centinel for charity, to wait, or ra- 
ther to ſeek opportunities of exerciſing; hoſpitality; 
for it is ſaid that he ran to meet his gueſts; And 
when he ſaw them he ran to meet them. | 

Jos was a powerful and mighty prince. The 
Scripture gives us in him a magnificent picture of an 
eminent perſon, placed in authority, and abounding 
with riches. 1 From his youth, as he lively expreſſes 
his ſentiments, compaſſion was brought up with 

him, 


P Gen. XIV. 23» Gen. xViii, 7, 2. 1 Job xXXXi- 18. 
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him, and had been his guide from his mother' 
womb. 5 He thought it ſuperior to the moſt glorious 
titles, that he was eyes to-the blind, .and feet to the 
lame, the father of the poor; the ſanctuary of ſtran. 
gers, the comforter of the widow, and the protector 
of the orphan that had none to help him, t He de- 
ſpiſed not to reaſen with his man- fervant or his maid. 
ſervant, when they thought they had any ſubject of 
complaint againſt him, as thoroughly convinced that 
they had all one common maſter, and the ſame God 
was their creator and his. u He never placed his con- 
fidence in his great riches, and the deſtruction of his 
enemies never gave him any ſecret joy. * Acceflible 
to all without diſtinction, he took cognizance of af. 
fairs with extreme application. Y He put on righte- 
ouſaeſs, and it clothed him; his judgment was as a 
robe and a diadem: 2 he brake the jaws of the wicked, 
and pluckt the ſpoil out of their teeth: * and the plea- 
fing fruit he reaped from his zeal was the ſatisfaction 
of having delivered him that was ready to perith, and 
having his bleſſing come upon him; b and at the 
ſame time that he ſat in the midſt of Senators and 
Princes, and dwelt as a King in the army, he ceaſed 
not to be the comforter of the afflicte. 

Boaz is no leſs admirable in this kind. In the 
midſt of riches he is laborious, diligent in husband- 
ry, plain, without luxury, delicacy, ſloth or pride. 
How affable, how obliging, and kind to his ſervants? 


The Lord be with you; lays he to his reapers ; and they 


anſwered him, The Lord blejs' thee, This was the 
beautiful language of religious antiquity, but how 
little known in our days. tet a Mod drt s 
How . commendable was his behaviour towards 
Ruth, when he defires her not to go into any other 


ficld 
Job. xxix. 12, 15, 16. 4 Ver. 112. 
*© Chap. xxxi. 13, 15. 4 Ver. 11, 13. 
Ver. 24, 25, 29. b Ver. 25. 


* Chap. xxix. 15. | b F Ruth ik. 
Ver. 14 | | 
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field to, glean, but to abide faſt. by his maidens to 
eat and drink with them; and the charitable order 
he gives his reapers, to let her glean even among 


he he ſheaves, and to let fall ſome of the handfuls on 
n- Npurpoſe for her, that ſhe might gather them up 
| without being. aſhamed ; teaching us by this wile 
e. 


onduct to ſave thoſe we oblige the confuſion of re- 
eiving, and ourſelves the temptation of vain, glory 
and even pleaſure of giving. De veſtris qucque ma- 


ut Wnizulis projicite de induſtrid, et remanere permittite, 


ol Wt fine rubore colligat. 
n- Torr. The Holy Ghoſt gives us in this good 
his Nnan a perfect 3 of private life, and points out 
ble No us in him all the virtues and duties of that condi- 
af. Nion united together. We ſee in him a firm reſoluti- 
ic- Wo from his infancy to ſtand upon his guard againſt 
S he contagion of ill example; an equality of mind 
ed, In the different ſituations of life ; a generoſity, in the 
ca · Nime of his plenty, to ſuccour the diſtreſſed, and lend 
on Wren large ſums without intereſt; a patience in ſuppor- 
nd ing extreme poverty, not only 3 murmuring, 
the put with thankſgiving ; an invincible courage in the 
nd Nrerciſe of works » mercy ; a gentleneſs in bearing 
(ed Nomeſtic contradictions ; a firm confidence in God 
nder the ſevereſt trials; ; a conſtant care in the edu- 
che Nation of his ſon, as well by his example as inſtruc- 
1d- ions, in the fear of the Lord, in doing juſtice to his 
de, Peighbour, and ſhewing compaſſion to the poor; 
ts? nd laſtly, a lively and fixed expectation of future 
1&7 Wiclings, which ſupported and comforted him un- 
the cr the greateſt afflitions, We are, © ſays he, the 
ow Wildre: of the ſaints, and wait for that life, which 
od will give to them, who faithfully obſerve the me 
rds Wile they have made him. 
xr I The Poor. What an example is Job to ſuch as 
eld Wave loſt their ſubſtance all at once by unforeſeen 
Wifortunes. d The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken 
way, Bleſſed be the name of the. Lord. 
RuTr 


© Tobit. ii. 18. Job T 21. 


1 


Ar · . nee Sm 
r Dr 1 on I : — Fr 5 
— ere ante A Se US SS? — EE n . 


= * 
—— a — . 
2 — wi . — 
W % 
Lo 3 _- 2 
3 


=_ — , - Jop_ —_ 1 = 
— ————— =" 
—_ 


100 | of Sacred Hiſtery. 


obtain it. Abel — Cain. Jacob againſt Laba 


Rur E, aſtoniſhed that Boaz ſhould look upon: 
poor woman who was a ſtranger, teaches ſuch as ar 
reduced to beggary, as ſhe was, how humble and 
grateful they ought to be, by reflecting that nothin 
is their due. 

How happy would the cafe of the poor be, if lik 
Tobit they had ever this excellent maxim in their 
minds, e Fear not, my fon, that we are made poor 
for thou haſt much 1 if thou fear God, and d. 
part from all fin, and do that which is pleaſing in hi 

ht. 

8 PERSON. The holy wives of the p- 
triarchs. Sarah the daughter of Raguel. Ruth 
Eſther. Judith. Tobit and Tobias. Job. On 


ſingle expreſſion of Job's ſhews us how far the an | 
cients carried conjugal chaſtity, Job was a rich au 
powerful Prince, living in plenty, and attended! 
an obſequious court, Yet he tells us himſelf, that, 
had made an agreement with his eyes, and impoſe b 
the ſtrict law upon them, never to caſt a look up? 
a maid. f I have made a covenant with mine ey! 
why then ſhould I think upon a maid ? © Ul 
What I have obſerved of the rules and models MP 
be found in Scripture, that are ſuited to the ſeverW®" 
eſtates of life, will likewiſe hold good of differen. 
virtues, and every ſubject of morality, [th 
Virtue conftantly exerciſed, tried, and confirmed i 
MNifions, Abel. Abraham. Joſeph. Moſes. David 
Job. Daniel, ec. of 
Vice unfortunate. Cain. Abimelech and the ee 


chemites. Abſalom. Achitophel. Jeroboam. Baaſſ 
Ahab. | 

The pardon of i inzrics, Abraham, with reſped 
Lot. Joſeph, in regard ro his brethren. Dari 
with reſpect to Saul. 

The oppreſſion of the poor. The weak widows, 0 


phans and itrangers, cry to heaven for vengeance a 
a 


© Tob. iv. 23. Job. xxx i. 1. 


and Eſau. Iſrael againſt the Egyptians. The blood 
of Gideon's children againſt Abimelech. Uriah a- 
gainſt David. Naboth againſt Ahab and Jezabel. 

Repentance covers the greateſt ſins, and prevents 
the execution of the moſt terrible threatnings. 'The 
Ninevites. The children of Iſrael very often. A- 
hab. Manaſles. 


V. The KNowLEDGE of God and his attributes 
ſhould be one of the greateſt advantages to be drawn 
from the ſtudy of ſacred hiſtory. 

The UniTY of God. This truth is viſible 
throughout the Scripture, where God ſeems every 
where to cry aloud, that there is no other God or 
Lord, than himſelf. g 7 am the Lord, and there is 
none elſe. Jam God, and there is none elſe. 

The OMN1PoTENCE of God, manifeſted by the 
creation, preſervation and government of the world ; 


pleaſes to the throne, and caſts them down again 
eſtabliſhes Kingdoms, and deſtroys them; makes na- 
tons flouriſhing and miſerable : by the ſovereign 
power he exerciſes, not only over what is outward 
and viſible; but over the heart and mind, in turn- 
ng them as he pleaſes, from one reſolution to ano- 
ther, according to his deſigns. ExAaiieLEs. Laban 
land Eſau marching againſt Jacob, 'The counſel of 
Achitophel defeated by Huſhai. The whole army 
of Judih tranſported with rage and a thirſt of ven- 


am, ſtopped and diſperſed in an inſtant, upon the 
Ingle admonition of the prophet. The army of 
[rac] returning to Samaria, laden with ſpoils, and 
lending back two hundred thouſand captives upon 
he bare remonſtrance of certain great men of Sa- 
maria, Go. 

cl The GoopNEss of God and its motives. It dif- 
Labahuſcs itſelf with profuſion and eee by be- 
Vol. III. „„ 2 ſtowing 


U 


b Iſai, xlv. 18, 22. 
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by the facility with which he raiſes whomſoever he - 
e 


geance, marching under Rehoboam againſt Jerobo- 
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ſtowing whatever is neceſſary, advantageous or de- 
lightful, upon men who know him not, who do 


Not return thanks to him for it, and who even of- 


* > 


fend and blaſpheme him. | 

The PATIENCE of God, Bearing with the crimes 
and impenitence of mankind for many ages, from 
the preaching of Enoch to the deluge. The mea- 
fure of the Amorites was not full, till after four 
hundred years were expired, The Jewiſh nation 
ſupply us with many inſtances of it, particularly in 
the ruin of Samaria and Jeruſalem, and the capti- 
vity. of Iſrael and Judah, which were denounced for 
ſeveral years before they were executed. 

The JusTice of God, when it ſhews itſelf at 
laſt, is terrible, deſtructive, inexorable ; nothing 
can withſtand or avert it. 'The deluge, Sodom. 
Nineveh. Babylon, Go. 

The character of the puniſhment is uſually pro- 
portioned to the nature of the crime. The whole 
earth corrupted by mankind is drowned with the 
waters of the deluge. 'The wretched cities burning 
with impure luſts are conſumed by fire. The adul- 
tery and homicide of David are revenged by the in- 
ceſts and murders of his children. | 

The PRoviDENCE of God is univerſal, preſides 
over all to the minuteſt particular, governs and di- 
rects all. God calls the famine, the ſword, and the 
peſtilence, to puniſh the ungrateful, and humble the 
proud. He raiſes on a ſudden the ſpirit of a peo- 
ple, who have no thoughts of war, and brings them 
from far to ravage a guilty nation. He inſpires the 
troops with ardour, courage, obedience, and a con- 
tempt of fatigues and dangers. He gives the com- 
manders vigilance, activity, and boldneſs for under- 
taking the moſt difficult things; the foreſeeing and 
diſtinguiſhing the moſt uſeful expedients ; the au- 
thority and art of making themſelves beloved and 
feared at the ſame time, He removes obſtacles, fa- 
Cilitates enterprizes, and grants ſucceſs. On the o- 
ther hand, from thoſe he means to deſtroy, he takes 

1 away 


Of Sacred Hiſtory. 103 


away counſel, preſence of mind, ſtrength and cou- 
rage. He throws diſorder and conſternation into 
armies, and turns the ſwords of the foldiers againſt 
their companions, He brings about his deſigns by 
the moſt unlikely means, as in the hiſtory of Jo- 
ſeph ; and often by ſuch methods, as ſeem the et- 
fects of pure chance, though all deſigned and pre- 
pared by infinite wiſdom, as is clearly ſeen in the 
hiſtory of David, from his condition of a ſhepherd, 
to the death of Saul, | 

Maſters, in explaining ſacred. hiſtory to youth, 
cannot too much infiſt upon Providence, as it is an 
attribute of God, which we are moſt nearly concern- 
ed to know, of the greateſt importance, and moſt 
neceflary ; as it influences all events both public and 
private, and every man ought to have it in his view 
in every circumſtance of life, and every action of 
the day; as it is the firmeſt baſis of religion, and 
forms the moſt natural and ſtricteſt ties between the 
creature and the Creator; as it makes us more tho- 
roughly ſenſible of our entire dependence upon him, 
of our weakneſs and wants, and preſents us with 
opportunities. of exerting the greateſt virtues, ſuch 
as confidence in God, a grateful acknowledgment 
of his mercies, diſintereſtedneſs, humility, reſigna- 
tion, and patience ; and as it furniſhes. piety and re- 
ligious worſhip with the moft uſual ſubject of their 
exerciſes by prayers, vows, thankſgivings, and ſa- 


crifices. 

The KNOWLEDGE or FUuTURiTY., One of the 
moſt incommunicable characters of the Divinity is 
the knowledge of futurity. God often challenges 
the falſe deities to faretel what is to come. b Shew 
the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
now that ye are Gods, In teaching ſacred hiſtory, 
jouth muſt be made carefully to obſerve the moſt 
tamous predictions, whether they regard temporal 
events, or reſpect religion; and at the ſame time 
the character of che prophets, their miſſion, the end 

"2 | and 
d Ifai, ali. 23. 
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and dangers of their office. They are holy and un- 
blameable in their manners, lead a poor and obſcure 
life, without ambition, without intereſt, or deriving 
any advantage from their predictions. "They arc 
tent to the unbelieving, who oppoſe and perſccute 
them, and do not ſubmit till the fulfilling of the 
prediction has made it evident. Their predictions 
regard public events, and declare the fate of king. 
doms. They are circumſtantial, publiſhed long be. 
fore their accompliſhment, known to all, and with 
in the capacity of the molt ſimple. All theſe parti. 
1 culars joined together are powerful motives for be. 
i lief. | 


4 + Pon — * E 


; VI. Laſtly, as Jeſus Chriſt is the end of the law, 
4 whenever an occalion naturally offers, he ſhould bei þ 
pointed out to youth in the hiſtories explained to n 
them: in the ſacrifices, the ceremonies, the actions 

of the patriarchs, judges, kings, and prophets ; in jn 
a word, in all thoſe by whom God has thought fi 
in ſome reſpect figuratively to repreſent either Chriſt pr 
or the church, which is his ſpouſe and his work. th 


VII. To all theſe obſervations I cannot avoid add t- 
ing one more upon the advantages of PiETy, fu 
which youth ought carefully to attend. And in- ra. 
deed it hath pleaſed God to thew through the wholly pa 
ſeries of the hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, that ali on 


promiſes and rewards, with reſpect even to this life the 
are annexed to PIETY ; that all temporal advanti-M po- 
ges ſpring from God, as their ſole original, and tha 
we ought to expect them from him alone, though 
he has reſerved for his ſervants in eternity ſuch fer 
are far more worthy his magnificence, and bear in 
greater proportion to virtue. It was this pict), pri 
which principally conſiſted in a firm confidence in ple 
God, that alone directed the fate of his people, andi Bor 
abſolutely decided the public happineſs, and condiſ pra. 
tion of the ſtate, Every thing was meaſured by !! der 


favourable ſeaſons, plenty, fruitfulneſs, victory 0 
vet 
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ver our enemies, deliverance from the greateſt dan- 
gers, freedom from a foreign yoke, the enjoyment 
> of all the advantages that could be taſted in the bo- 


WW ſom of a profound peace. It obtained all, and ſur- 
te mounted every difficulty. It was by piety that Jo- 
he I nathan with his armour-bearer alone put a whole 
Ns 


garriſon to flight ; that David unarmed overthrew 
SE the giant, and ſecured himſelf from the artifices and 
violence of Saul; that Jehoſhaphat, without draw- 
ing a ſword, triumphed over three nations in league 
UI againſt him; that Hezekiah ſaved Jeruſalem and the 
kingdom of Judah, by ſeeing the deſtruction of an 
hundred and fourſcore and five thouſand Aſſyrians. 
Oa the other hand, impiety drew down all the ſcour- 
ges of God's anger, famine, plague, war, dcfeats, 
bondage, and the entire ruin of the moſt mighty fa- 
milies, guilt always led to an unhappy end. 

Such obſervations may very much contribute to 
inculcate ſentiments of piety inſenſibly, agreeably, 
without trouble or affectation, without ſeeming to 
preach, or to read long lectures of morality, It is 
+ WW the principal end, which God has propoſed in con- 
necting all the dutics, virtues, precepts, ſalutary 


dd. truths, myſteries, and, in a word, all religion, with 
„e fuch facts as men of every condition, age, and cha- 
in. rafter are affected, becauſe they fall within their ca- 
* pacity, and are no lefs agreeable than uſeful, To 


omit ſuch obſervations, were to deprive youth of 


lite the greateſt advantages to be reaped from the ſacred 
ni books, and leave them ignorant of the eſſential part 
tha of ſcripture. | 5 BR 

ug Having pointed out the principal things to be ob- 

h 4 ferved in reading and explaining ſacred hiſtory, and 
7. in ſome meaſure laid down the foundations and 
1ety, 


principles of that ſtudy, I ſhall next make the ap- 
plication of them to ſome particular facts, to ſhew 
how the rules I have advanced may be reduced to 
practice. And this I ſhall do with the greateſt or- 
der and clearneſs that I can. 8 
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CHAP. II. 


The Application of the foregoing * Principles to fome 
| E le. 


K 5 HE 3 to which I ſhall apply the rules 
I have laid down, ſhall be taken from two 
great men. very famous in ſcripture, Joſeph and 

ezekiah. And to the hiſtory of theſe two I ſhall 
add one article upon the prophecies. 


ARTICLE cn FIAS F. 


The STORY of 8 


8 chis ſtory is very long and well known, ! 

ſhall be obliged to omit or abridge ſeveral 

circumſtances, though very material in themſclves, 
that I may not dwell too much upon. this ſubject. 


I. Feſeph fold by his brethren, carried into Egypt, 
brought into Potiphar s houſe, and thrown into priſon 
Gen. xxxvii, xxxix, xl. 

Jacob had twelve children, of RE Toſeph and 
Benjamin were the youngeſt, and were born to him 
of Rachel. The particular affection which Jacob 
expreſſed towards Joſeph, the liberty Joſeph took 
of charging his brothers before him with a crime 
the ſcripture does not mention, and the account he 
gave them of his dreams, which denoted: his future 
greatneſs, raiſed their jealouſy and bares, again 


e him. 


One day as they ſaw him coming up to them i 
the country, where they were feeding their flocks 
they ſaid to one another, Sce, here the dreame! 

* comech; 


Me 


les 
wo 
nd 
all 
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cometh ; come now, therefore, let us kill him, 
ind throw him into a pit, and we ſhall ſee what 
will become of his dreams. Upon the remon- 
france of Reuben, they contented themſelves with 
throwing him into the pit, and taking away his 
coat. Soon after they drew him out from thence, 
to ſell him to a company of Ithmachte merchants, 
who were going down into Egypt, and accordingly 
ſold him to them for twenty pieces of filver. Af- 
ter this, they took his coat, and dipped it in the 
blood of a kid, and ſent it to Jacob, ſaying, This 
coat have we found ; ſee now whether it be thy ſon's 
coat or no. And he knew it, and ſaid, It is my 
ſon's coat; a wild beaſt has devoured him ; Joſeph 
is without doubt rent in pieces. And Jacob rent 
his clothes, and put ſackcloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his ſon many days. _ 

The Iſhmaelites carried Joſeph into Egypt, and. 
fold him to one of the principal officers in Pha- 
raoh's court, named Potiphar. And the Lord, 
ſays the Scripture, was with Fo/eph, and the Lord 
made all that he did to proſper in his hand, His 
maſter ſeeing that the Lord was with him, took 
him into favour, made him overſeer over his hoof, 
and all. that be had he put into his hands. Alſo 
the Lord bleſſed the houſe of Potiphar, and he 


leph's fake. 

He had now lived a conſiderable time in Poti- 
phar's houſe, when his miſtreſs caſting her eyes up- 
on him, in the abſence of her huſband, ſolicited 
him to fin with her. But Joſeph abhorred it, and 
aid to her, How can I be ſo wicked, as to abuſe 
the confidence placed in me by my maſter, and 
commit this ſin againſt God? but ſhe went on ſtill 
to ſolicit him day by day, without obtaining her de- 
lires, At laſt, as Joſeph was one day alone, ſhe 
wok hold of his garment, and prefied him to a 
conſent, But Joſeph left his garment in her hand, 
and fled. The woman, in great indignation at his 

| refuſal, 


Loo 


multiplied his bleflings on all that he had, for Jo- | 
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refuſal, ſet up a loud cry, and calling to the men of MW 
her houſe, the told them that Joſeph had attempted Mc 
to do her violence, and as ſoon as he had heard her 
cry out, he fled. And when her huſband came 
home, ſhe ſaid the ſame things to him, and thewed Wi! 
him the garment as a proof of what ſhe alledged. 
Potiphar, too credulous to the words of his wife MW! 
gave way to the violence of his paſſion, and thu WM 1 
him up in the priſon where the king's priſoner MF! 
were bound, But the Lord was with Joſeph, hal MP 
compaſſion on him, and gave him grace in the eyes 
of the keeper of the priſon. h 
Wiulſt Joſeph was in priſon, two of the great of. n 
ficers of Pharaoh's court, the chief butler and the 
chief baker, were thrown into the ſame place hh 
the king's order. And the keeper charged Joſeph M# 
with them, as he had with all the other priſoners, P. 
Some time after they both dreamed a dream in thin 
ſame night, which gave them great uneaſineſs. Jo- 
ſeph explained their dreams, and foretold to the 
butler, that within three days he ſhould be reſtore 
to his employment ; and told the baker, that within 
three days Pharaoh would hang him on a tree, and 
the birds ſhould eat his fleſh from off him. Aud 
as he had ſaid, ſo it fell out. The chief baker ws 
put to death, and the butler reſtored. Joſeph be 
ſought the butler to ſhew kindneſs to him, to make 


mention of him before Pharaoh, and bring him out ha 
of priſon ; for I was ſtoln away, ſays he, from the, 
land of the Hebrews, and have done nothing tha cu 
they ſhould ſhut me up in this dungeon. But chef. 
chief butler being reſtored again to favour, thought Iy 
no more of his interpreter, pre 
Was 

REFLECTIONS. ay 

Ou. What muſt we think of God's behaviour tb. 8 
wards Joſeph, whoſe virtue drew upon him ſuch il 1 


treatment, firſt from his brethren, who hated him, 
and cruelly uſed him; and then from his miſtreß, 
| Potiphar's 
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Potiphar's wife, who wrongfully accuſed him, and 
cauſed him to be ſhut up like a wretch in a dun- 
eon? | 

Anſw. It has pleaſed God by this conduct to lay 
before us very important inſtructions, 7 

I, His defign is to undeceive mankind in the falſe 
notions they entertain- of providence and virtue, 
They are apt to think that God neglects the care of 
human affairs, when thoſe that fear him are op- 
prefled and in miſery, They think that virtue ſhould 
always render ſuch as are ſincerely poflefled of it 
happy in this life. The ſcripture overthrows theſe 
miſtaken prejudices, by the example of Joſeph, over 
whom God was peculiarly watchful, and yet he was 
hated by his brethren, ſold, baniſhed, - wrongfully 
accuſed and thrown into priſon ; and, for all this, 
preſerved his virtue pure and unſullied, without be- 
ing ever the better for it, for ſeveral years; and was 
even thrown into captivity, and ran the hazard of 
loſing his life only for conſtantly perſevering in his 
duty. It is true, God afterwards broke his bonds, 
and raiſed him to ſupreme authority. But Joſeph 
was prepared to ſuffer oppreſſion to the end of his 
days. He conſented to die in priſon, if it ſo plea- 
ſed God; and would have been no leſs precious in 


his fight, nor leſs ſecure of the eternal blefings he 


hoped from his mercy, though he had appeared to 
have been forſaken by him to the laſt moment. 
A. Does it actually appear, that God took a pe- 
culiar care of Joſeph during his misfortunes? 
Anſ. The ſcripture ſeems to have been particular- 
ly careful to make us obſerve in what manner God 
protected his ſervant, by informing us that God 


was always with him, and for this reaſon he was a 


proſperous man ; that he cauſed him to find favour 
in the ſight of his maſter, who ſaw that God was 
vith him, and that he bleſſed him in all that he did; 
that he put it into Potiphar's heart to make him, 
young as he was, the overſeer over all his ks 
| that 


2 Gen. xxxiX, 2, &c. 
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that to engage the maſter to his ſervant by a ſtrons. 
er and more laſting degree of affection, the Lol 
bleſſed the houſe of the Egyptian for Joſeph's take, 
and his bleſſings was upon all that he had in the 
houſe and in the field; inſomuch that he left al 
that he had in his hand, and knew not ought he 
had, ſave the bread that he eat; that when Joſepb 
was caſt into priſon, the Lord ſhewed him mercy, 
and gave him favour in the ſight of the keeper of 
the priſon, inſomuch that he committed to Joicph' 
hand all the priſoners that were in the priſon, with. 
out looking to any thing that was under his hand; 
and placed ſuch confidence in him, that noching 
was done there without his direction; that, laſth, 
whatever he did, the Lord made it to proſper, 
24, But, notwithftanding all theſe favours, was 
not the priſon a very ſorrowful dwelling tor Joſeph! 
Anſ. When thrown into priſon, he ſeemed fort 
ken of all; but God deſcended with him into the 
obſcure dungeon, wherein he was ſhut up. For tte 
Lord was with Foſeph. And the ſcripture does not 
ſcruple to ſay, that the eternal Wiſdom became in: 
manner a priſoner with him; a She went down with 
him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. She lot 
tened the tediouſneſs of the nights, which were 
ſpent in watching and ſuffering. She was a light in 
that darkneſs, whither the rays of the ſun could not 
penetrate, She removed from ſolitude and captiv! 
ty, which neither reading nor buſineſs could dim: 
niſh or ſuſpend the ſenſe of, the terrible weight 0 
diſquietudes, which ſhock the moſt reſolute, And, 
laſtly, ſhe diffuſed a calmneſs and ſerenity over hi 
mind, of which the ſource was inviſible and inex- 
hauſtible. When Joſeph was made a partner in thi 
throne of Pharaoh, it is not ſaid, that Wiſdom # 
ſcended with him thither, as it is ſaid that {he de. 
ſcended with him into priſon. She accompanied 
him without doubt in the ſecond eſtate, but the 
firſt was dearer to Joſeph, and muſt be fo to ever) 
man that has faith, | 


Q. What 


Wiſdom x. 13, 14. 
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Ou. What other inſtruction has it pleaſed God 
o give us in the conduct he obſerved with regard to 
r0Woſeph ? 
ce, An. He would teach us in the ſecond. olace.. bow 
nWhis providence conducts all things to the execution 
Ar his deſigns, and how he makes the very obſtacles, 
ve Which men ſtrive to throw in their way, ſubſervient 
PU them. The deſign of God was to raiſe Joſeph to 
uch a degree of greatneſs and power, as ſhould ob- 
ige his brothers to bow down humbly before him. 
Wy oſeph's brethren oppoſed it; but, ſays the Scrip- 
ch. ure, k There is no wiſdom, nor underſtanding, nor 
d; ounſel againſt the Lord, What they did to humble 
n; oſeph was the firſt ſtep, by which God leads him to 


ty, evation and glory; and the horrible calumny of 


is unchaſte miſtreſs, which ſeemed to complete his 
Naßhusfortunes, was the circumſtance which advanced 
nm almoſt to the throne. 
rf This Joſeph obſerves himſelf to his brethren af- 
the erwards, by telling them it was not they that had 
the Hat him into Egypt, but God that had brought him 
not W@ither. | $9 now it was not you that ſent me hither, 
t God, Theſe words are great matter of conſolati- 
wil ihn to ſuch as have faith. Whatever ſhall be deſign- 
i againſt them, ſhall become the means of ſecuring 
ve cir happineſs and ſalvation. Secret machinations, 
t h open hatred, captivity, or calumny, ſhall bring 
dem to the point which grace has marked out for 
dem; after which envy and injuſtice ſhall be con- 
zunded, and when they ſhall have ſettled Joſeph 


94, What means did Joſeph make ule of to refiſt 
r 158 temptation laid for him by his miſtreſs ? | 

ncY Bl 4n/. We find in his conduct an excellent model 
what we ſhould do when we are tempted, Joſeph 


Id his duty, How, ſays he, to that bold and ſhame- 
5 woman, can I commit Fi an action, who have 
od for my witneſs and my judge? Tis in his ſight 
that 


k Prov. X21. 30. 1 Gen. xlv. 8. 
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ends himſelf at firſt by the remembrance of God 
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that you and 1 ſhall both become criminal, It is he 
who commands me to diſobey you upon this occaf: 
on. How can I eſcape his view, or corrupt his ju- 
ſtice, or be covered from his indignation; * How they 
can I do this great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God ? Bu 
when the temptation was become fo ſtrong, that he 
had cauſe to fear his weakneſs might yield to it, he 
betakes himſelf to flight, forſakes all, and expoſes him. 
ſelf to the utmoſt hazard, rather than continue in fad 
a ſtate, as might incline him to offend againſt God. 
21 Is there no other reflection to be made upon 
the misfortunes and diſgrace of Joſeph. 

Anſ. How ſevere and unjuſt foever the treatment 
was which Joſeph was to undergo, he never let fil 
the leaſt word of murmuring and complaint. He ne. 
ver abandoned himſelf to diſcouragement, whilit he 
was a bond ſlave, but gave himfelf up entirely to the 
ſervice of his maſter. So much leiſure as priſoner 
have, and notwithſtanding the natural inclination df 
mankind to talk of their own adventures, he never 
made a recital of his. And when under a necefliy 
of laying himſelf open to the chief butler, he doesit 
with ſuch a moderation and charity, as cannot be 
ſufficiently admired. For indeed I was ftolen away ut ;, 
of the land of the Hebrews, and here alſo have 1 dil x 
nothing that they ſhould put me into the dungeon. He , 
neither names his brethren who had ſold him, nor 
his miſtreſs who had unjuſtly accuſed him. He oni n. 
ſays, that he was carried away and made a ſlave, thouz th th 
free born, and condemned to a cruel pr iſon, thouth Fl 

he was innocent. Another perſon, of leſs humiliy % 
and prudence, wonld have told the ſtory of his nd) oY 
and inſiſted upon the moſt honourable circumſtanc at 
If he had done ſo, the Holy Ghoſt would have EHI nit 
a virtue in darkneſs, which rather than ſubſiſt in ob- 
ſcurity, would have choſe to have been comforteq 55, 
under misfortune by the vain fatisfaftion of making co. 
itſelf admired ; whereas care has been taken to ct ail ni 
ages know what Joſeph would not have 2 W 
ecrel . 


PI 


Gen. xxxix. 9. 
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ſecret, nor in the obſcure dungeon wherein he was 
ſhut up. 


II. 7ojopb's advancement,, The firſt deſcent of his 
brethren into Egyft. Gen. xli, xlii. 

At the end of two full years after the butler was 
reſtored, Pharaoh dreamed two dreams in the ſame 
night. In the one he ſaw ſeven fat kine coming up out 
of the river, which were devoured by ſeven other 
lean kine, that came up after them out of the ſame 
river. In the ſecond he ſaw ſeven full ears of corn, 
which were preſently after devoured by {eventhinears. 
And when none of the wiſe men of Egypt could in— 
terpret theſe dreams, the butler remember'd Joſeph, 
and {poke of him to the king, who cauſed him pre- 
ſently to be brought out of priſon, and told him his 


ml arcatus. Joſeph antwered, that the ſeven fat kine and 
teu the ſeven full ears ſignificd ſeven years of plenty; 
08 and the ſeven lean kine and thin cars ſignificd ſeven 
zer years of famine which were to ſucceed them. And 
ii he adviſed the king to look out a wife and diſcreet 
ig man, who thouid be employed during the ſeven years 
or plenty to lay up part of the corn in public ſtore- 
"01 houſes, that Laypt might be ſupplicd from thence in 
u the years of famine, This counſel pleaſed Pharaoh, 
fle and he ſaid to Jofeph, I appoint thee this day to rule 
1 over the land of Egypt; according to thy word ſhall 
) 


my p2ople be governed, and only I ſhall be greater 
than thou. At the ſame time he took off his ring 
from his hand, and put it upon Joſeph's hand; and 
he made him to ride in the ſecond chariot which he 
had, and they cried before him, Bow the knee. He 
alſo changed his name, and gave him one which ſig- 
nfied, The ſaviour of the world. 
The ſeven years of plenty fell out as Joſeph had 
foretold. And he gathered up a great quantity of the 
corn, and laid it in the king's ſtorehouſes. The fa- 
mine came next, and ſpread itſelf over all countries; 
but in Egypt there was corn, And when the people 
Vol. III. 1 were 


I This ring was the royal ſeal 
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were almoſt famiſhed, they cried unto Pharaoh for 
bread. And he ſaid unto them, Go unto Joſeph, what 
he faith unto you, do. Joſeph then opened the ſtore. 
houſes, and ſold corn to the Egyptians and other 
nations. b 
Jacob having heard that there was corn in Egypt, 
ordered his ſons to go down thither. They went to 
the number of ten; for Jacob kept Benjamin with 
Him, leſt ſome accident ſhould happen to him by the. 
way. When they were come into Egypt, they pre-. 
ſented themſelves before Joſeph, and bowed down 
before him. Joſeph knew his brethren, and ſecing il © 
them lie at his feet, he remembred the dreams which 
he had formerly dreamed, but did not make himſcf 
known unto them. He ſpoke to them roughly, aud WW; 
treated them as ſpies, who were come to take a vicw 
of the country. But they anſwered him, My lord, 
we are come to buy corn; we are twelve, brothers, 
all one man's ſons, who is in the land of Canaan, 
The youngeſt is left with our father, and the other 
is dead, Well then anſwers Joſeph, by this ye ſhal 
be proved. Send one of you to fetch your brother, 
and the reſt ſhall be kept in priſon. He thought ii 
however to detain but one of them. Struck with ter: 
ror and remorſe, they ſaid one to another in their 
own language, This diſtreſs is juſtly come upon us, 
for being guilty concerning our brother, We ſaw the 
anguiſh of his ſoul, when he beſought us to have pt 
ty on him, but we would not hear him. Therefore is 
this misfortune come upon us. Reuben, one of them, ¶ ca. 
ſaid to them, Spake I not then unto you, Do not tin a 
againſt the child, and ye would not hear; therefore 0 
now is his blood required of you by God. Joſcpb kn 
who underſtood them, though they knew it no H ow. 
could not refrain from weeping, He left them for na. 
moment, and returned again to talk with them, had 
Then he took Simeon, and bound him before ther an F 
eyes; and privately commanding his officers to re: the. 
ſtore every man's money into his ſack, they depart: We... 
ed with their aſſes loaden with corn. this 
| RErLEM 
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REFLECTIONS. 

Qu. Why did God leave Joſeph in priſon ſo ma- 
ny years, without ſeeming to be mindful of him? 

Anf. This term, which ſeems long indeed to a 

riſoner, was neceflary to confirm Joſeph in humi- 

lity, ſubmiſſion to the will of God, and patience. 
We ſhould have looked upon him with concern, had 
we ſeen him in bonds, and known his innocence. 
But God, who had a far more indulgent and tender 
compaſion for him, left him in a condition, from 
which we ſhould have delivered him. He knew 
what was wanting to his virtue; how long the re- 
medics requiſite for his health were to laſt. He ſaw 
his future temptations and dangers, and prepared 
for him during his bondage the affiſtances and 
ſtrength he would ſtand in need of after his ad- 
vancement. Thus he deals with his ele&t; he 
ſtrengthens them in patience and humility, and does 
not expoſe them to temptation, till they are duly 
prepared to reſiſt it. 

u. How came Pharaoh ſo eaſily to reſolve upon 
the choice of Joſeph for his firſt miniſter, and to in- 
velt a ſtranger and a foreigner with ſovereign power ? 

An. Tis the happineſs of a nation, when a prince 
is inſpired with a ſalutary thought. Whilit Joſeph 
was ſpeaking to the ears of Pharaoh, God inſtructed 
him in ſecret. He cauſed him to attend to the ſage 
advice and prudent counſels of a ſtranger and a. 
captive ; and removed from him all the prejudices, 
which ſo frequently hinder perſons in high ſtation 
from ſubmitting to the evidence of truth, and ac- 
knowledging an underſtanding ſuperior to their 
own, He made him comprehend, that a mere hu- 
man wiſdom would be improper to execute what. 
had been ſuggeſted to him by wiſdom from above, 
and that it would be in vain to ſeek out for any o- 
ther miniſter, than the perſon whom God had cho- 
ſen. Can we find, m ſays Pharaoh, ſuch a one as: 

this is, a man in whom the ſpirit of God is ? 
| | | 1. 2 In 
m Cen. xli. 38. 8 
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In talking thus, he entirely reformed the error 
of a falſe policy, which conſiders virtue and religion 
as unſerviceable in the government of a ſtate, and 
finds an exact probity too great a check upon is 
views and projects. This ſtupid impiety is expoſe 
to eternal ſhame by an infidel king. He is convin 
ced, that the more of the ſpirit of God a minitier 
has, the more capable he is of governing a Kking- 
dom. And the leaſt attention ſuffices to diſcover, 
that the oppoſite principle flows from the utter want 
of human underſtanding 

Q. What muſt we think of Joſeph* I glory, when 
raiſed almoſt to a throne ? 

. The Holy Ghoſt informs us in another 
book, that the calumnies which had been caſt upon 
Joſeph, were then fully diſperſed, and the authon 
of them convicted of forgery. n As for them {hal 
had accuſed him, ſhe ſhewed them to be Harn and gau 
him perpetual glory, Thus the pomp which tur 
rounded him, was the triumph of virtue. TW 05 
virtue, that was expoſed a ſpectacle to all nations; | 
that was ſeated in a magnificent chariot, fron 
whence the inſtructed the righteous in all ages, ne 
ver to give way to deſpair, but to retain an invin- ſy 
cible patience, Twas before virtue, that all the 
world bent the knee, and Joſeph was the herald cx 
horting all men to the practice of virtue, at the ſame 
time that the herald, who went before him, requi 
red that external mark of reſpect to be paid to the 
AHrit miniſter of Pharaoh. 

2. Were Joſeph's dreams fulfilled, with reſpel 
to his brethren? 

Anſ. They were evidently ſo, upon — 0 falling 
proſtrate at his feet. © And feſeph's brethren cant, 
and bowed down themſelves before him with their facti 
to the earth, Thus was brought to paſs what theſ 
had been ſo apprehenſive of, when they knew nd 


the intereſt they had in owning him for their * 
| en 


„ Wifd. x. 14 V Gen. lil. 6. 


not to fall down before him, whilſt they had him 


follow, and are not afraid of being rejected by him, 


world; whereas they had. before been apprehenſive 
of being ſubject to him, whilit they conſidered only 
their own depreſſion in his advancement, 

Qu. What do we learn from the remorſe of Jo- 


ſhewn him? 


tinguiſhed; they revered the law, which condemned 
their actions. Mie are verily guilty, 4 {aid they one 


on their hearts of his preſence and juſtice.. They: 
will never ſucceed in perſnading themſelves, that fin: 


lometimes,by the patience and filence of their judge, 
or the number of their accomplices; but when.ven-- 
geance comes to ſhew itſelf, they ſhall be the firſt- 
to own. that they have deſerved. it, and their accom-- 
plices will then ſeem to them but as ſo many witneſ-- 
ſts, who are ready to accuſe-and confound them. 


P, Gen. xlii. 235 6 
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ſter. The more they ſtrove to prevent it, and make 
theraſelves independent of him, the more they con- 
tributed to advance his authority. They reſolved 


amongſt them; but go to feek him in Egypt, to 
throw themſelves at his feet. They forſook him, 
and would have taken away his life, when ſent to 
them by their father; but were compelled to appear 
before him, after a kind of reſurrection, with fear 
and trembling. They fall down before him like 
Egypt and the other nations, whoſe example they 


becauſe they look upon him as the ſaviour of the 


ſeph's brethren, for the cruel treatment they had: 


Anſ. We ſee in their ſelf-accuſations both the 
force of conſcience, and the advantage of the holy 
education Jacob gave his children, which though. 
not always void of offence, was {till never totally ex- 
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to another, concerning our. brother, and therefore is 
this diſtreſs. juſtly come upon us. Men can never en- 
tirely efface the ſenſe, which God has impreſſed up- 


ij in its nature indifferent, or was not ſeen, or will. 
remain unpuniſhed,. Their fears may be removed: 


I. 4: ; # 4 9 Ter 
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III. The ſecond deſeent of Jacob's children into E. 


gypt. Fojeph made known to his brethren. Gen. 
xliii, xliv, xlv. . 
When Jacob's children, upon their return, had 
told him all that had befaln them, the imprifonment 
of Simeon, and the expreſs order they had received 
to carry Benjamin down into Egypt, the ſorrowful 
news filled him with grief, and renewed his former 
concern for the loſs of Joſeph. He long refuſed to 
tet his dear Benjamin go, m whom he placed his 
ſole conſolation. But at laſt, ſeeing there was a ne- 
ceflity for it, and that otherwiſe both muſt periſh 
by famine, he conſented to his departure upon tht 
repeated afſurances his other children gave him, that 
they would bring him back again. They all then 


fet out together with preſents for Jofeph, and double 


the money they had found in their ſacks. 
Being come into Egypt, they preſented themſelves 
before Joſeph. As ſoon as he ſaw them, and Ben- 
jamin with them, he ſaid to the ruler of his houſe, 
Bring theſe men home, and flay, and make ready; 
for theſe men ſhall eat with me at noon. The ſtew 
ard executed Joſeph's order, and brought them into 
his houſe. Surprized at this treatment, they ima- 
gined he had ſought for an occaſion againſt them, 
becauſe of the money they had fonnd in their ſacks, 
They then began to juſtify themſelves to the ſtew- 
ard, by ſaying, they knew not how it came to pals, 
but as a proof of their honeſty, they had brought 
back the money. The ſteward encouraged them, 
bidding them not be afraid ; that their God, and 
the God of their fathers, had given them treaſure 
in their ſacks; but that for his part, he had theit 
money. And ſtraitway he brought out Simeon un. 
to them. They had water then. given them, and 
when they had waſhed: their feet, they waited for 
the coming in of Joſeph. ; 
When Joſeph came home, they bowed themſelves 
te. him to the carth, and offered him their preſents. 
Ioſeph 
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Joſeph having graciouſly afked them of their welfare, 
z. laid to them, Your father, the old man of whom ye 
en. ſpake, is he yet alive? And they anſwefed, Thy ſer- 

vant our father is in good health; he is yet alive. 
had And at the ſame time they bowed themſelves down 
ent to the earth again. Joſeph caſting his eyes upon Ben- 
ved amin, and is this, ſays he, your your ger brother, 
ful Nef whom ye ſpake to me? God be gracious, adds he 
ner to him, unto thee, my ſon. And Joſeph made haſte 
io go out; for the fight of his brother had affected 
his him ſo much, that he could no longer refrain from 
ne- tears. Preſently after he returned to his brethren, 
ih ind having ordered dinner to be brought in, he ſat 
the down to eat with them. 
hat When Joſeph had eaten with his brethren, he gave 
en z ſecret order to his ſteward, to fill their ſacks with 
corn, and to put every man's money in his ſack's 
mouth; and put my filver- cup, ſays he, in the ſack 
of the youngeſt. His ſteward obeyed, and the next 
morning they departed with their aſſes loaden with. 
corn. But they were 2 got out of the town, be- 
fore Joſeph ſent his ſteward after them, to charge 
them with ſtealing his cup. They were much ſurpriſed 
to find themſelves accuſed of ſo baſe an action, which 
they had never ſo much as thought of. We brought 
back, ſaid they, the money we found in our ſacks 
mouths, how then ſhould we ſteal out of thy lord's. 
houſe filver or gold ? With whomſoever of thy fer- 
rants it is found let him die; and alſo we will be my 
lord's bondmen. The ſteward took them at their 
words; and ſearching their facks, beginning with the 
eldeſt, the cup was found in Benjamin's. ſack. | 
They returned to the city in great affliction, and 
went to throw themſelves at Joſeph's feet. After ſome 
reproaches, he told them, that he in whoſe ſack the 
cup was found, ſhould. continue his ſlave. Then Ju- 
or dah, having aſked leave to ſpeak, repreſented to Jo- 
ſeph, that if they returned to their father without 
es bringing back with them the ſon he fo tenderly loved, 


ts. they ſhould kill him with ſorrow. I, adds he, became. 
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a ſurety for him with my father; let me therefore, 
I pray thee, abide in his ſtead a bondman to m 
lord: For I cannot return without him, leſt 1 ie 
the evil that ſhall come upon my father. 

At theſe words Joſeph could refrain himſelf ng 
longer. He commanded all that were preſent to go 
out from him. Then, the tears falling from his eyes, 
he cried aloud, and ſaid to his brethren, I am Jo- 
ſeph, does my father yet live? And they could not 
anſwer him, for they were troubled at his preſence; 

He then ſpoke gently to them, and ſaid, Come near 
to me. And as they came near, I am Joſeph, lays 
he, your brother whom you ſold into Egypt. Non 
therefore be not grieved and angry with yourſelves, 
that you ſold me hither; for God ſent me before you 
to preſerve life. So now it was not you that ſent me 
hither, but God. Go, tell my father, that God hath 
made me lord of all Egypt. Let him make haſte to 
come down, and he ſhall dwell near me; and I wil 
nouriſh him and all his family, for there are yet five 
years more of famine. You ſee with your eyes, tha 
it is I who am talking to you. Tell my father of all 
my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have ſeen; 
and make haſte to bring him down hither. And 
when he had ſaid thus, he fell upon Benjamin's neck, 
and embraced: him with tears. And he kiſſed all his 
brethren, and after that they were encouraged to 
talk with him. 

The news was ſoon. ſpread' through the whole 
court. Pharaoh expreſſed his ſatisfaction. in it to 
Joſeph, and bad him preſently bring down all his 
family into Egypt. Joſeph diſmiſſed his brethren 
with proviſions for their journey, and waggons: to 
bring down their father, their wives: and: children, 
When they were come into the land. of Canaan, 
they ſaid to Jacob, Joſeph your ſon is yet alive, and 
he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And 
Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not. 
But at laſt, when he had heard all that had paſt, 


and had ſeen the waggons, and. the other oe 
1d 
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his ſon had ſent, he ſaid, it is enough, . Joſeph my 
ſon is yet alive; I will go and ſee him before 1 die, 
He ſoon after took his journey with all. his family; 
and went down into Egypt. And when he had paid 
his reſpects to the King, Joſeph placed him in the 
land of Goſhen, the moſt fruitful part of Egypt, 
where Jacob lived ſeventy years. | 


REFLECTIONS, 


Au. Joſeph's diſcovering himſelf to his brethren is 
the moſt affecting and tender part of his ftory, but 
is preceded by ſtrange circumſtances. In ſhort, how 
can we reconcile his forgetfulneſs and indifference 
towards his father and brethren, whom he leaves ex- 
poſed to the fatal conſequences of a cruel famine, 
and the extreme ſeverity he uſes them with in ca- 
lumniating and impriſoning them; how, I ſay, can 
we reconcile all this with that goodneſs and tender - 
nefs, which cannot help ſhewing itſelf at the very 
time that he is uſing them thus ſeverely ? 

Anſ. Tis this feeming contradiction, which ſhould 
let us ſee, that there is ſome myſtery cohcealed un» 
der the outſide of an action, which otherwiſe might 
offend reaſon, and appear oppoſite to the ſenti- 
ments which nature has implanted in the hearts of 
all mankind, Fat"; | : 4s 

Joſeph ſold by his brethren to the Egyptians, con- 
ſidered by Jacob as dead, forgotten by all his fami- 
ly, honoured in the mean time and ruling in Egypt, 
is inconteſtably the figure of Jeſus Chriſt, delivered 
into the hands of the Gentiles: by the Jews, general- 
ly renounced by his own nation, put to death by 
their cruel envy, owned and adored by the Gentiles 
as their Saviour and their king. 

In the firſt journey the children of Jacob made into 
Egypt, 'tis ſaid, 4 that Joſeph knew his brethren, but 
was not known by them. This is the condition of the 
i | Jews, 
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Jews. By refufing to ſubmit to Jeſus Chriſt, the 


ceaſed to ſee him, but could not free themſelves fron 
his dominion. They read the Scriptures, and there 
they find their Lord without knowing him. They 
faw him, and did not receive him. He ſpoke to then 
in parables, becauſe they were unworthy to hear the 
myſteries which they refuſed to believe. But the vel 
will not always remain over their heart, 

During the long interval their blindneſs laſts, they 
ſuffer a cruel famine, not of material bread, but a 
the prophet had foretold, of the Word of God, which 
they are not allowed to underſtand, r / will ſend a fa: 
mine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor à thir| 
For water, but of hearing the word of the Lord. "The 
land of Canaan is condemned to à total ſterility, 
The true bread of life is found only in Egypt. Who 
ever would live muſt neceflarily go down thither; 
and till Benjamin, the laſt of Jacob's children, and 
the figure of the latter Jews, appears there in perſon, 
the famine will ſorely afflict that wretched nation. 

Hitherto Joſeph ſhall appear to be hard-hearted 
towards his brethren. He ſhall ſpeak to them, a 
though he knew them not, with an angry voice and 
a rigid countenance, He made himſelf ſtrange uni 
them, and ſpake roughly to them. Tis thus that Chriſ 
has long behaved towards an ungrateful and blind 
people. He appears not to know his brethren accor- 
ding to the fleſh. He ſeems to have forgotten the 
fathers of a faithleſs and bloody generation. 

Let Joſeph offered violence to himſelf in conceal- 
ing his affection. He could not refrain from weep: 
ing; he was obliged to turn aſide, to hide his face, 
and withdraw from time to time to vent his tears, 
The pains he took to conceal them, was the figure 
of that ſecret mercy hid in the boſom of God, 
and reſerved till the time appointed in his eternal 
counſel. 'The promiſes of God will be accomplithed 
upon Iſrael; tor his gifts are without 1 
N an 


Amos viii. 11. * Gen. xlii. 7. 
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and his truth endureth for ever. But a juſt ſeverity 
ſuſpends the effects of a clemency, which our groans, 
Lined to thoſe of the prophets, are to haſten, 

91, Can Joſeph be looked upon in any other cir- 
umitances of his life as the figure of Jeſus Chriſt ? 

An. There are few ſaints of the Old Teſtament, 
in whom God has been pleaſed to expreſs ſo many 
ircumſtances of reſemblance with his ion, as in Jo- 
eh. The bare repetition of them will be an evi- 
dent proof of this obſervation. 


ich 

fa- particulars of Agreement between JesUs CHRIST 
ir and JOSEPH, | 

| he f 


Jzesvs CHRIS r. 


Jos PH. 


He is. hated of his bre- _ He is hared by the 


thren, . N 


pf ſome great crime. for their fins. 

2, For being affection- 2. For declaring him- 
ately beloved by his fa- ſelf to be the Son of God, 
ther, | and faying, that God him- 

ſelf called him his well- 
beloved Son. 

3. For foretelling his 3. For foretelling, that 
future glory. they ſhould ſee him ſitting 

| at the right hand of God. 
He is ſent by his father He is ſent by God his 
to his brethren at a di- Father to the loſt ſheep of 


4 ſtance. the houſe of Iſrael. 

Y His brethren conſpire The Jews form a des 
' Wcainſt his life, fign of putting him to 
ure 

2 death, 

Ae is ſold for twenty He is fold for thirty 
* pieces of ſilver. pieces of ſilver. 


ands of ſtrangers by his che Nn by the Jews. 
Pen brethren, 


His The 


1. For accuſing them . For reproving them 


He is given up into the He is delivered up to 
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His garment was dip- The humanity he wa 
1 5 in blood. cClothed with, ſuffers 1 

| bloody death. 

e! 18 i by Po- He is condemned. and 
tiphar, without any one's no body ſpeaks in his de. 
ſpeaking in his behalf. fence, 

He fuffers ! in ſilence. He fuffers all kind o 
injuries and punithments 
without complaining. 

Placed between two cri- Placed between two 
minals, he forceteis the ad- thieves, he foretels the 
vancement of the one, and one, that he ſhould go in 
the approaching death of to paradiſe, and lets the 


the other. other die impenitent, 
He lies three years in Helis three days in the 
priſon. grave. 


He arrives at glory by Ir behoved that Chrit 
ſufferings and humiliati- ſhould fuffer, and thus en. 
ons. ter into his glory. 

He is ſet over the Ee" He is made head of the 


of Pharaoh, and Over all church, and every cret- 
Egypt. | ture is made ſubject unty 
+ 1143 Une” 
Pharaoh alone is above He is above every cre: 
him. | ture, but ſubject to God, 
as man, 
He was called the Savi- His name of Iꝝs vs ſig: 
our of the e nifies a Saviour, and 5 


indeed the only one bf 
whom we can be ſaved, 


All bend the knee be- Every creature mull 
fore him. bow at the name of je 
Fn ſus Chriſt, 


The famine is in all Poverty and error ar? 
lands; there is no bread univerſal ; truth and grace 
but in Egypt, where Jo- are found only in the 


ſeph governs. Church, where Jeſis 
Chriſt reigns. 

All ere ſent back to Jo- There is no ſalvation, no 

ſeph by Pharaoh grace, but by Jeſus Chriſt 

AHN * All 
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All the neighbouring All nations are admit- 
people come into Egypt ted into the church to ob- 
to buy corn. tain ſalvation. 

Joſeph's brethren come The Jews will one day 
to him, own him, fall return to Jeſus Chriſt, 
down before him, and are own him, worthip him, 
fixed in Egypt. and enter into the Church. 


In all theſe applications, and I could add ſeveral 
others, is there any thing forced or conſtrained ? 
Could pure chance have poſſibly thrown together ſo 
many reſembling circumſtances, ſo different, and, at 
the ſame time, fo natural? T ſhould as ſoon ſay, 
that. the moſt finiſhed and reſembling portrait was 
alſo the effect of mere chance. It is plain, that an 


the intelligent hand did purpoſely contrive and apply all 
WM theſe colours to make a perfect picture, and that the 
Ini defign of God, in joining together ſo many ſingular 
"I circumſtances in the life of Joſeph, was to Jeferibe 
| the principal lines in that of his Son. We ſhould 
BE therefore Peer ths biſtory of Joſeph only by halves, 
1 if we ſtopped at the bare ſurface, without inform- 


ing ourſelves of the hidden and myſterious ſenſe, 
wherein the moſt eſſential part of it conſiſts, as Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the end of the law and of all the ſerip- 
tures. 

beg the reader to obſerve, that though theſe 
particulars relating to Joſeph and Jeſus Chriſt are ſo 
extremely natural and alike, there is no mention 


the writings of the apoſtles; which ſhews, that be- 


Teſtament, there are others ſo plain and evident, 
that we cannot reaſonably doubt of their containing 
allo ſome myſtery. But we muſt be very cautious 
and reſerved upon this laſt kind, eſpecially when we 
are inſtructing youth, and principally inſiſt upon the 
igures, of which Chriſt and his apoſtles have made 
the application. 
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ſides the figures, which are explained in the New 
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AA TI LE TA SECOND: 


De miraculous Deliverance of JERUSALEM wnder 
| e + © +44 475 0 | 
1 8 HAL treat of this fact only in the life of 
the holy King Hezekiah, as it is one of the moſt 
ſignal in ſacred hiſtory, and moſt proper to make us 
ſenfible of the omnipotence of God, and his watch- 
fulneſs over thoſe, who place their confidence in him, 
And here I ſhall barely point out the principal cir- 
cumſtances, which the reader may ſee at large, if he 
conſults the hiſtorical books, that give an account 
of it, and eſpecially the prophecies of Iſaiah, which 
contain a very clear and expreſs prediction of it. 

t Sennacherib, king of the Aſſyrians, was ſet out 
from Nineveh with a formidable army, deſigning to 
deſtroy utterly the city of Jeruſalem, with its king 
and inhabitants, u He aſſured himſelf of victory, 
and inſulted before-hand the God of Jeruſalem, ſay- 
ing, he would treat him as he had done the gods of 
all the other cities and kingdoms he had conquered, 

* He knew not that he was but an inſtrument in 
the hand of God, who called him by an hiſſing (as 
the ſcripture expreſſes it) from the end of the earth, 
not to deſtroy, but to correct his people. 

All oppoſition gave way before the victorious 
arms of this prince; in a little time he made himſelf 
maſter of all the fortified places in the land of Judah. 
y Jeruſalem was in great conſternation, Hezekiah 
had taken all neceſſary. meaſures to put the city in 4 
condition to make a vigorous defence; but he relied 
only upon the divine aſſiſtance for its deliverance, 
2 God had engaged himſelf by a foleman and fre- 

a l £2; Lie: quently 

t 2 Rings, xviii. 13. y 2 Chron. xxxili. 2, 8. 


_ ® Tfaiah x, 7, 15. yo © Ifaiah xxx. 5 
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quently repeated promiſe, to defend the city againſt 
the aflault of the king of Aſſyria, but upon condi- 
tion that the inhabitants ſhould depend only upon 
him, ſhould remain quiet, and not ſeck aid from 
the king of Egypt. In returning and reſt hall ye be 
ſaved, * ſaid he to them, in quietnefs and in con- 


declared to them, that the ſtrength of Egypt ſhould 
turn to their ſhame and confuſion, Þ To render 
this prediction {till more ſenſible to them, he had 
obliged the prophet Iſaiah to walk naked and bare- 
foot through the midit of Jeruſalem, declaring that 
ſuch ſhould. be the fate of the Egyptians and Ethio- 
pians. 5 | | : 

The great men, the politicians, could not be ſa- 
hed to continue unactive, and rely upon the pro- 
miſe of God. < They collected a conſiderable ſum 


ut of money, and ſent deputies to the king of Egypt, 
to o implore his aſſiſtance. Several of them thought, 
ng it to retire into that country, in hopes of finding a 
„ ccure retreat there againſt the evils with which they 
y- ere threatened, God ſeveral times reproached 
of Nhem for it by his prophet, but always in vain. 


and the holy king Hezekiah inceſſantly repeated 
0 them: 4 The Lord will deliver us; Jeruſalem 
ball not be delivered into the hand of the Afſyrians. 


th, ut they hearkened not unto him. | 

e This holy king, fearing he had done wrong in 
"us reaking the treaty he had made with the king of 
elf Wilyria, reſolved, in order to have nothing to re- 
ah. roach himſelf with, and all poſſible right on his 


de, to make him entire ſatisfaction. He there- 


n 2 re ſeat ambaſſadors to Lachiſh, and ſaid to him, 
ied have offended, return from me; that which thou 
ce, Netteſt on me I will bear. And the king of Aſ- 
re- ria appointed Hezekiah to give him three hun- 
ed talents of filver, and thirty talents of gold. 
| M 2 his 

"Ver. x5. * Iſaiah xxx. | 
ver. 2,5. ; 9 2 Kings, xvili. 32. et xix. 10. 
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This ſum he raiſed with much difficulty, and ſei 
it to him. There was reaſon to hope, that ſuch 1 
ſtep would have difarmed the rage of Sennacherib; 
but he grew more hanghty upon it, and adding per- 
ſidy to injuſtice, he fent immediately a large body of 
troops againſt Jeruſalem, with orders to Rabſhakeh, 
who commanded that detachment, to ſummon He- 
zckiah and the inhabitants to ſurrender, in the name 
of the great king, the king of Affyria. This off. 
cer diſcharged his commiſſion in terms full of con- 
tempt for the king of Judah, and inſults againſt the 
God of Hrael. When Hezekiah heard it, he rent 
his clothes, put ſackcloth upon his loins, and went 
into the houſe of the Lord; from whence he dil. 
patched his principal officers to Iſaiah, to tell hin 
the mfolent words of Rabſhakeh, The prophet re- 
— — You ſhalt fay thus to your maſter, Thus 
airh the Lord, Be not afraid of the words which 
thou hiſt heard, with which the fervants of the 
king of Affyria have blaſphemed me. Behold, ! 
will ſend a blaſt upon him, and he ſhall hear a ru. 
mour, and ſhall return to his own land, and I wil 
cauſe him to fall by the ſword in his own land. 

f In the mean time Tirhakah, king of Ethiopu, 
had fear meflengers to Jeruſalem, to affure the inh. 
birants that he was coming up to their relief. And 
oon after he arrived with his whole army, joined t0 
that of the Egyptians, 2 Upon the firſt news tha 
Scnnacherib received of it, he reſolved to march 
gainſt him, Bur firſt he fent his embaſſadors to He 
zckiah with a letter full of blaſphemies againſt the 
God of Ifrael. The holy king, in great affliction 
went ftreight to the temple, ſpread forth this im 
pious letter before the Lord, and repreſented t0 
him, in a lively and pathetic prayer, that it was ! 
gainſt kim they fought ; that the glory of his nam 
was affected, and that, for this reaſon, he preſume 

- i 
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been. They faw an immenſe army encamped at 
their gates, ang all the neighbouring country cover. 
ed with chariots of war. The enemy was preparing 
to lay fiege to the city, and lift up their voice againſt 
mount Sion. The time of their deſtruction ſeemed 
to draw nigh; but it was that of divine mercy, and 
their deliverance. That very night (which doubtleſs 
preceded the day appointed for a general attack) the 
angel of the Lord came into the camp of the Aﬀy: 
rians, and ſlew an hundred and fourſcore and five 
thouſand men. Sennacherib riſing at the break of 
day, beheld the dead bodies, ' arid immediately re- 
turned to Nineve, where he was ſoon after lain by 
his own ſons in the temple, and in the preſence of 
his gods. | 


REFLECTIONS. 
I. Sennacherib the inſtrument of God's wrath. 


I Tfaiab, foretelling the departure of Sennacherib 
and his army, ſpeaks of God in a manner ſuitable to 
the grandeur and majeſty of the Almighty. He his 
only*to give the ſignal, and ſet up the ſtandard, and 
all the princes of the earth repair to it. All the 
kings of the world are but as flies in compariſon of 
him. All their power is weakneſs in his ſight, 
m He hiſſes for them, and they march. It was 
great conſolation to the faithful of thoſe days, to 
krow for certain that all the evils which befel them 
were ordained by divine Providence; that God ent 
them as remedies, and not barely as punithments; 
that men were only the miniſters of his juftice ; and 
that they were guided by his wiſdom at the time 
they were thinking to gratify their own paſſions. 

n It is God himfelf, that reveals to us the extra- 
vagant imaginations of Sennacherib, who being no 

*\ = £2. $73 10 DIELI more 
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the mouth of a worm againſt the Majeſty of hea- 


Of Sacred Riftory. 13t 


"wp than a ſervant, thinks himſelf the miaſter, and 
not ſeeing the hand which employs hini, attributes 
all to his own, and fears not to ſet *himſelf in the 
place of God, Can the inſtrument, ſays God, boaſt 
ſelf againſt the artiſt who makes uſe of it? Does 
the work properly belong to the inſtrument or the 


workmanr ? Is it not the height of folly, that the in- 


ſtrument thould rife up againſt the hand and under- 
ſtanding that employ it? Yet thus did the king of 
Aſſyria think and act. | LP 


I. The great men apply to the kings if Ethiopia and 
Egypt. 


We ſee here how dangerous it is to prefer the 
tiews of human prudence to thoſe of faith, God 
had promiſed to deliver Jeruſalem, provided the in- 


babitants would keep themſelves quiet, and place 


their ſole confidence in him, Here they were to 
fx. But the affiſtance. of God was inviſible, and 
ſeemed at a diſtance. The danger was preſent and 
zugmented daily. The ſuccours of Egypt were nigh 
at hand, and ſecmed certain, According to all the 
roles of human policy, nothing ought to have been 
omitted towards obtaining the protection of two 
ſuch powerful kings, as thoſe of Egypt and Ethiopia. 


Befides, would it not be tempting God, to expect a 


miracle? And in the extreme danger they were, 
would it not be folly to continue unattive * The e- 
vent will ſhew, whether theſe politicians or Hleze-- 
kia reaſoned moſt juſtly, 


II. The impious ſpeeches and Hloſpheming letter of | 
; Sennachert. 


o The ſpeeches. and letter of Sennacherib with 
* appear impious, ſenſeleſs, and deteſtable in 


ven. 


— 


* 2 Kings br. 


* 
M 
a1 
7nd 
\ 
| 
#+ 
1 
Te 
5 
0 
* 
N 
1 . 


DD 


> 
i 
U 
. ³¹ww ẽ 0 ²˙l . ̃—tW .. 


_ Of Sacred Hiſtory. 
ven. This prince, blinded by his ſucceſs, and not 
knowing whence it aroſe, entertained the ſame no- 
tions of the God of Judah, as of all the other gods, 
whoſe power, in his opinion, was confined to certain 
regions, and ſome particular effects, and were ca. 
pable of being entirely overthrown, notwithſtanding 
their divinity.. He ſaw nothing in the God of Ifrael 
to diſtinguith him from the multitude of gods he 
had conquered. His empire was encloſed: within 
the narrow limits of a ſmall country, and confined 
to the mountains, His name was ſcarce known a. 
mong the neighbouring nations, 'This God had al- 
ready ſuffered the ten. tribes to be carried away by 
the kings of Nineveh. He had juſt loſt all the for: 
tified places of the tribe of Judah, which alone was 
left him ; and all his dominion, all his people, alt 
| his worſhippers, and his whole religion were redu- 
ced to a ſingle city, in all outward appearance with- 
out any power to ſecure itſelf from the deſtruction, 
which Sennacherib looked upon as inevitable. 
Tis admirable to ſee in what manner God is plea- 
ſed to confound the infolent pride of this prince, 
who cauſed himſelf to be called the great king, the 
king by way of excellence; who conſidered him- 
felf as an invincible conqueror, as the lord of the 
earth, and the ſubduer of men and gods. This 
prince, ſo proud and haughty, the God of Iſrael 
will treat as a wild beaſt ; he will put a hook in his 
' Noſe, and a bridle in his mouth, and turn him back 
with diſgrace and infamy by the ſame way that he 
came triumphant and glorious. Such is the fats of 
human. pride. | 


IV. The defeat of the King of Ethiopia. 


- *Tis eaſy to diſcern in the puniſhment of the king v! 
of Ethiopia the jealouſy of the Lord of Hoſts a- hi 
gainſt whomever pretends to be his rival, or to ſhare ¶ co 
with him in glory, by preſuming to aſſiſt him in the 
preſervation, of his inheritance, or in OE it 
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rom difficulties wherein his promiſes had too far 
engaged it; and in the ſad fate of the Iſraelites, 
who 

condemnation. of all ſuch, as either doubt of the 
romiſes made to the church, whereof Jerufalem is 
tertainly the figure, or who think that under certain 
lifficult and dangerous circumſtances, they ſtand in 
need of human ſtrength and wiſdom. 


V. The army of the Aſſyrians cut off by the defliroy« 
mg. angel, oe 


' The ſhort and plain manner in which this won» 
derful event is related in the hiſtorical books, is 
truly worthy of the grandeur of God. And it came 
fo paſs that night, that the angel of the Lord went 
out, and ſmote in the camp of the Aſſyrians an hun- 
tired fourſcore and five theuſand. ith what caſe 
can God bring down the pride of an hawghty 
prince, deftroy ſo many brave officers, and exter- 
minate ſo numerous and formidable an army? It 
toſts him but a blaſt: I will ſend, ſaid he, @ blaß 
hn him, and he ſhall return into his own land. 
But the ſublimity that appears in the prophet's 
ſtyle, who foretold all the cireumſtances of this 
great event, is no leſs worthy the Divine Majeſty, 
who here diſplayed his omnipotence in fo wonder - 
ful a manner. With what noble ideas do the ex- 
preflions of Iſaiah preſent us? P When all ſeemed 
deſperate, I will change the face of affairs in a mo- 
ment, faid the Lord, iz ball be at an inſtant, ſud- 
tenly, When the enemies of Jeruſalem, who know 
hot that they act by my commiſſion, ſhalt think 
themſelves maſters, I will make them as ſmall as 
the duſt in one night. I will ſcatter them as a 
whirlwind, They ſhall find no general in the mor- 
ning, not one officer with his company; and the 
confidence they had that Jerufalem was theirs, * 
, S& 
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be like the imagination of an hungry man in hi 
dream, who thinks that he eats, but wakes and 
finds himſelf empty. It ſhall even be as when 4 
hungry man dreameth, and behold he: eateth ; but he 
awaketh, and his foul i is empty.. 
The ſenſeleſs pride of Sennacherib, his 1 impiou 
| blaſphemics, awaken the Lord, who ſeemed a 
ugh he were aſleep, _ And then they underſtanl 
ey ull force and energy of thoſe words, 4 V 
will 1 ariſe, now will I be exalted, now will I lift 
myſelf. From his throne and ſanctuary upon mount 
Sion God ſends forth thunder and lightning; from 
his altar in Jeruſalem, the ſacred furnace, where 
2 perpetual fire burns to his glory, proceed aver 
ging flames to devour his enemies. * Thus /aith the 
Lord, whoſe fire, is in Sion, and whoſe furnace is nf ; 
Feruſalem. 
In effect, Ifaiah deferibes the ſurpriſing deſtruc · 
tion of a whole army offered up to the juſt vengeance 
of a jealous God ſo unworthily inſulted, as a public 
and ſolemn ſacrifice, The hand of the Lord, ſays 
the prophet, ſhall ſmite and ſcatter, and univerſaily 
deſtroy. The terrible noiſe of his thunder ſhall be 
to him and his ſervants, whom he undertakes to de- 
fend, as an agreeable concert of tabrets and harps, i 
and other inſtruments of muſic, which upon great 
feaſts accompany the offering of ſacrifice ; and the 
Aſſyrians ſacrificed to his vengeance ſhall be to hin i } 
as a ſolemn victim. Auditam faciet Dominus glori- 
am vocis ſuæ, et terrorem brachii ſui oftendet in cem. 
minatione furoris, et flamma ignis devorantis ; allidet Mic 
in turbine et in lapide 3 mis, A voce enim Do- 
mini pavebit ¶ ur, virgd percuſſus. Et erit tranſitut MM, 
* 1 quam ne faciet Dominus ſuper We; 
| eum Wt u 


- © Ifaj. xxxiii. 10. The French tranſlation loſes a great part of Nr f 
the beauty of this, by not repeating the word ow, © Je me leveral | 
10 maintenant, je figna.erai ma grandeur, je ferai eclater ma puiſ⸗ at 
% ance.” 
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m in tympauis, et cytharis ; et in bellis præcipuis ex- 
pugnabit eos, The original term is proper to ſacri- 
fices, and the paſſage may be tranſlated thus, et bel- 
li; or certamine, quod ſacriſicio ſolenni ſimilie erit, ex- 
pupnabit eos. X 

. Reafons of God's patience in bearing with Sen- 
05 and his flowneſs in the deliverance of 25 


ruſa lem. 


No one knows che deſigns of God before they are 
xecuted ; and whilſt they are accomplithing, it is 
npoflible to point out where numberleſs events will 
nd, whereof we can neither perceive the connexi- 
dn, the uſes; nor motives, and which ſeem to in- 
luce the neceſſity of univerſal ruin. 

When the public evils began to ſhew themſelves 
n the time of H Hezekiah, they ſeemed to be extreme. 
When all the country was ruined, and the cities de- 
royed, thoſe misfortunes were believed without re- 
ource, and incapable of remedy. But when Jeru- 
dem ſaw the formidable army of the Aſſyrians at 


1 heir gates, the famine and the peſtilence raging 
95 thin, and all human hope cut off by the defeat of 


e Ethiopians, who were coming up to their relief; 
then ſeemed folly to expect a miraculous protecti- 
a, fince God had oppoſed all outward means of 
lp, and declared in favour of the enemy. 

A weak faith was incapable of ſupporting ſo - 
r vial, and thoſe who had the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
ſevering, were aſtoniſhed at the flowneſs where- 
th God fulfilled his promiſes, and ſurpriſed at his 
atience in ſuffering all to periſh, and be reduced al- 
oſt to a condition of not being the better for his 
ſtance. But it belongs not to the clay to judge 
1 time that is taken up in the faſhioning of it. 
he firſt ſtrokes of the chiſel do not poliſh a ſtone, 
form a beautiful ſtatue : nor is it a moderme fire 
viſt: Wit will melt and Pe gold, God attends to his 
own 
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own wiſdom and mercy, and not to the thoughts g 
man, in completing his works, He does not leay 
them imperfect, in compliance with their ſhort view 
or impatience, he perſeveres in his deſigns, thougt 
he deſpiſes not the groans and tears of his ſervants 
till all that he has reſolved is accompliſhed. 
Ile then lays aſide all the preparations, ſpring, 
and movements he made uſe of, to bring about hi 
works. He ſtops the hands which he conducted; he 
ſuſpends the action of the inſtruments, which art 
now no longer ſerviceable ; he permits not the chil: 
to cut the figure that is thoroughly perfected ; an 
he breaks in pieces abundance of materials, thi 
were employed only for a ſeaſon. 
Twas thus God dealt with Sennacherib : he uſel 
him as an inſtrument to correct his people and puri 
fy Jeruſalem. After he had reduced the city to 
ſmall number of righteous perſons, who were dee 
ly humbled under his afflicting hand, he the 
thought of puniſhing rhe blaſphemies of that prin 
whole pride had led him into impiety. W#hen th 
Lord had performed his whole work upon mount Sun 
and un Feruſalem, then, ſaith he, I will punifh the fru 
of the ſtout heart of the hing of Aria, and the glu 
of his high looks. | 


VII. Truft in God the prevailing character of Heut 


kiah, for 

Tis remarkable, that the Holy Ghoſt, the (ol * 

good judge of real merit, in drawing the characte M 

of ſo holy a prince as Hezekiah, — ſatisfied with 5. 

ſaying, that he truſted in the Lord God of Ixae 1 x 

t In Domino Deo 1/rael ſperavit. The ſcripture add el 

that he carried his virtue farther than any of t * 

kings of Judah, who came after him, or went the. 
fore him. Faith indeed was never put to ſo oils... 
0 fo : 

dow 
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znd ſo ſevere a trial. All was againſt him. It look- 
ed like folly to wait any longer for the aſſiſtance of 
heaven, when all was deſperate, and to refuſe upon 
a ſingle man's word either to ſubmit to the king of 
Aſſyria, or to implore any foreign aid, But depend- 
ing ſtrongly upon the word of God, he continued firm, 
x though he had ſeen the inviſible, and relied upon 
the promiſe by firmly perſiſting in an unvariable hope, 
without ſuffering himſelf to be enfeebled by any oft 
the moſt preſſing motives. - The event juſtified his 
conduct. When the protection of God was manifeſt- 
ed at laſt by the entire deſtruction of the army of 
the Aſſyrians, he who the night before was looked 
upon by all as weak and ſenſeleſs, became on a ſud- 
den, in the eyes of the ſame judges, the wiſeſt man 
m the world; for having truſted in the Almighty, 
Thus it will always be, and whoſoever ſhall put their 
truſt in God, thall never be confounded. 


VIII. The deliverance of Feruſalem the figure” of the 


church. 


The principal advantage to be drawn from this 
hiſtory, is to compare what here befel Jeruſalem 
with what has befallen the church in all ages, to ſee 
ts dangers, its remedies, and the promiſe of a cer- 
ain victory over all its enemies. One verſe of the 
torty ſeventh pſalm, which is undoubtedly prophe- 
tical, and reſpects this event, may aſſiſt us in making 
the compariſon, Walk about Sion, and go round about 
her, and tell the towers thereof, "Tis the prophet that 
ſpeaks in the name of the Prince and the heads of 
the people, who after ſo ſudden and miraculous a 
deliverance, exhorts the reſt of the citizens to go 
round Jeruſalem within and without, to be witneſs 
themſelves of the good condition of the fortifications. 
dee, ſaid they to them, whether the enemy has made 
ſo much as one ſingle breach, if they have broke 
down one tower, or can boaſt of any advantage gain- 
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ed over the vigilance and ſtrength of him, who is 
the protector of it. n Circumdatur Sion, et circuit 
eam numerate turres ejus. | 
The church, from its birth, has often been at. 
tacked, beſieged on every fide, and to all outward 
appearance ready to periſh, But all its enemies 
have had the fate of Sennacherib; and after many 
fears and troubles, her faith has remained always 
pure, her doctrine has prevailed over all errors, her 
foundations have been unſhaken, and ſhe has never 
been found to have ſuffered any loſs, or been oh- 
liged to give up any of her tenets, or to depart 
from the ancient tradition which ſerves ther as 1 
rampart againſt new enemies that continually ſuc- 
ceed one another. | 

Thus it will be in all ages, and it will be an equal 
misfortune to attack the church, or to deſpair of 
God's protection of it, and to think it ſtands in 
need of human ſuccour to defend it. All thoſe, 
who thought thus of Jeruſalem, periſhed ; but 
the faith of thoſe who waited for God's afliſt- 
ance, and did not .doubt of his promiſes, ſaved 
them, and enriched them with the ſpoils of thcir 
enemies. 8 


ARTICLE TERHRE FOURTH. 


PROPHECIEs. 


WE may diſtinguiſh ee into two ſorts. 
Some are purely ſpiritual, and relate only 
to Jeſus Chriſt and the church, Of this ſort is the 
firſt and moſt ancient of all, when God, after Adams 
fall, curſed the ſerpent, and declared * that the 


feed of the woman ſhould bruiſe his head, i. c. the 
Saviour 


« 59 S. Jerome tran/lates this wir {ee Gen iii. 15- 
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Saviour of the world, who ſhould one day come to 
deſtroy the power of the devil. Such alſo were thoſe 
of * Jacob, who ſpecifies the time of” the Meſhah's 
coming, and of y Daniel, who. points: out. in a very 
articular manner, the expreſs time of the Meſſiah's 
Lfeoiig, and the conſequences. of his death. 
There are prophecies. of another kind, which we 
may call hiftorical, that foretel temporal events; and 
theſe ave uſually predictions and types of other events, 


which. ave more important and ſpiritual. We have 


ſeen ſeueral of this fort in the hiſtory. of Sennache- 
rib, whereof the prophet Iſaiah had long before ſpe- 
cified abundance of circumſtances, which are not to 
de met with in the hiſtorical books. There is ano- 
ther very famous prediction in the ſame prophet, 
concerning the conqueſt. of Babylon by Cyrus, who 
is expreſly mentioned by name two hundred years 
before he was. born, and foretelling the deliverance: 
of the people of the Jews, It is eaſily diſcernible, 
that theſe two great events, which include almoſt all. 


the prophecies of Iſaiah, the miraculous. deliverance: ' 


of Jeruſalem under King Hezekiah, and the conqueſt 
of Babylon, with the ſubſequent deliverance: of the 


Jews in captivity there, were the figure and pledge 


of other events relating to religion, 


One might refer to a third ſort of prophecies. 


what I am now going to explain, whereof one parr 
x purely hiſtorical; and the other purely. ſpiritual. 
lt is the famous prediction of Daniel, occaſioned by 
the image made up of different metals. I chute 
this in preference to the reſt, as it peculiarly relates 
oa part of profane hiſtory,. of which I. ſhall ſoon 
teat,” | | 
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Tar PROPHECY or DANIEL. 


ec oned by the Statue of di iferent Metals. 


HILST Daniel was very. young, the King of 
Babylon had a myiterious dream, of which he 
toſt the diſtinct idea, but however preſerved a con- 
fuſed notion of it, that troubled him. He required 
therefore of the wile men of Babylon, that they 
hould tell him what it was he had forgot, and with. 
al give him the interpretation of it, under the 
nalty of being put to death, in caſe they failed: Di- 
niel, who was included in the general order, with 


danger, had recourſe to prayer, and learnt 2 by di- 
vine revelation what he could not know by any na- 
tural means, and 2 all the wiſe men of Babylon hal 
agreed was otherwiſe impoſſible to be known. 
„Thou, O King, then, ſays Daniel to him, ſaw: 
de eſt, and behold a great image: this great image, 
e whoſe brightneſs was excellent, ſtood before thee, 
* and the form thereof was terrible. This images 
« head was of fine gold, his breaſt and his arms of 
*-ſilver, his belly and his thighs of braſs, his legs of 
de iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou 
« ſaweſt till that a ſtone was cut out without hands, 
** which {more the image upon his feet, that were of 
*« jron or clay, and brake them to pieces. Then ho 
« was the iron, the clay, the braſs, the filver and the 
<« gold broken to pieces together, and became like 
© the chaff of the ſummer threſhing floors, and the du 
« wind carried them away, that no place was found {WV 
% for them; and the ſtone that ſmote the image ſes 
ce became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth.“ 
A this firſt vovlation Daniel added the interpre· ¶ a 
tation ligh 


2 Dan. ii. 19. 28. Ver. 11. 
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ation of the dream. Thou, O King, ſaid he, art 
« this head of gold; and after thee ſhall ariſe another 
« kingdom inferior to thee, which ſhall be of ſilver; 
and another third kingdom of braſs, which ſhall 
« rule over the whole earth. And the fourth king- 
dom ſhall be ſtrong as iron; and. as iron breaketh in 
pieces and ſubdueth all things, fhall it break in 
pieces and: bruiſe,” He then explains what was 
meant by the feet being part of iron and part of clay, 
and thus goes on, And in the days of theſe Kings 
* ſhall the God of heaven ſet up a kingdom which 
« ſhall not be deſtroyed; and the kingdom ſhall not 
«be left to other people, but it ſhall break in pieces 


*and' conſume. all theſe. kingdoms, and it ſhall ftand- 


23 3 


for ever.” | 
This prophecy of Daniel's has two parts, and may 
be conſidered as hiſtorical and ſpiritual. In the firſt 
he plainly points out the four great monarchies; of 
the Babylonians, where Nabuchodonoſor actually 
reigned; of the Medes and Perſians; of the Greeks 
and Macedonians-; and of the Romans; and the ve- 
y order of their. ſucceſſion is a proof of it. In the 
econd he deſcribes the kingdom of Chriſt, or the 
church in magnificent terms, which was to ſurvive 
to the ruin of all the reſt, and to. ſubſiſt to all: 
eternity, . | 


A Chriſtian maſter in explaining theſe prophecies, 
ſhould be very careful to make youth ſenſible of the: 


evident proof they contain of, the. truth of their re- 
gion. From whence could Daniel learn this ſucceſ- 
ſion and order of different monarchies? b Who: 
could diſcover to him the change of empires; but he 
who is Lord both of empires and the terms of their 
duration, who has fixed all things by his. decrees, , 
and reveals the knowledge of them to whom he plea- 
les by a ſupernatural light. 


Ng | As: 


He changeth the times and the ſeaſons, he removeth Kings and i 
ſetteth up Kings; he revealeth the deep and ſecret things, and the- 
lght dwelleth with him. Dan. ii. 217 #4: © ES 
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As youth are alſo to be inſtructed in profane 
hiſtory, it will be expedient, upon eccaſion of the 
prophecy I have juft mentioned, to make them ob- 
{ſerve that the fame prophet e has elfewhere deſcri. 
bed the four great monarchies under the figure of 
four beaſts; and to dwell ſome time upon another 
prediction mentioned. in the following chapter, re. 
lating to Alexander the Great, which is one of the 
cleareſt and moſt circumſtantial in the whole Scrip- 
re. | 2 8 | 
The prophet, 4 after having expreſſed the mo- 
narchies of the Perſians and Macedonians under the 
figure of two beaſts, e thus clearly explains himſelf: 
The ram, which thou ſaweſt, having two horns, 
are the Kings of Media and Perſia; and:the rough 
© goat is the King of Grecia; and the great horn 
that is. between his eyes, is the firſt King.” 
What can the moſt obſtinate incredulity object to 

2 prophecy ſo clear and evident as this? By what 
means did Daniel ſee that the empire of the Perſi- 
ans. was. to. be deſtroyed: by that of the Greeks, 
which was. ſo abſolutely improbable ? How could he 
Enow the rapidity of Alexander's conqueſts, which 
he deſcribes ſo beautifully, by ſaying, f that he touch: 
ed not the earth? non tangebat terram ? How could 
tie know, g that Alexander would have no 'ſon to 
ſuccced him? that his empire would be divided in- 
to four principal kingdoms? that his. fuccetlors 
would be of his on nation and not of his kindred | 
£ R-IPOTS "a0 
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2 Cliap. vii. ; 105 A 

4 And bchold a raw, which had two horns, and the two horns 
were high, but- one was higher than the other And behold an 
he- goat came from the welt, on the face of the whole earth, and 
touched not- the ground... .. And when be was come cloſe to the 
ram, he was moved with choler againſt him. .. and caſt him down 
to the ground, and ſtamped upon kim with bis fect. Dan. viii. 3. 6 

© Ver. 20, 2 t. ver. 5. FN” 

And a mighty King ſhall ſtand np, that ſhall rule with great do. 
minion, - . . and his kingdom ſhall be broken, and {hall be divided 
zowards.the four-winds of heaven; and not to his poſterity, not 
aecording to his dominion which he ruled. Dan. xi. 34- ; 

Four kingdoms thail ſtand up out of the nation, but not in hi 
Bower. Dan viii. 22, i 
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ane end that out of the ruins of a monarchy ſo ſuddenly 
the aiſed, ſhould be formed: diſtin& eſtates in the eaſt 
ob. Wand weſt, the north and ſouth; ? . | 
cri. In explaining this prophecy to youth, they muſt 
of Moot forget to obſerve to them what h Joſephus the 
her Whiſtorian ſays upon the occaſion of Alexander's en- 
re · Nuy into Jeruſalem. This prince ad vanced towards. 
the the city in great indignation againſt the Jews, who 
rip- had declared in favour of Darius, and aſſiſted him 
ich their: troops. The high-prieft Jaddus, in con- 
mo- fequence of a revelation: which had been made him, 
the nent in proceſſion to meet Alexander, cloathed in 
elf: his pontifical robes, with all the other prieſts in their 
rus, proper veſtments, and the Levites in white, As ſoon 
ugh s Alexander ſaw. him, he bowed down himſelf to 
orn che ground before him, and worſhipped the God 
whoſe miniſter he was, and whoſe venerable name 
he bore on his forehead. And whilſt all around him 
rere aſtoniſhed at ſo ſurprifing a ſpectacle, the King 
declared, that the God of the Jews had appeared to 
him in Macedonia, in the ſame habit his high prieſt 
wore, had encouraged him to croſs the Helleſpont, 
and aſſured him he would march at the head of his ar- 
my, and ſecure him the conqueſt of the Perſian em- 
pire. Alexander, ſurrounded by the prieſts, entered 
ſeruſalem, went up into the temple, and offered ſa- 
crifices to God in the manner. the high prieſt direc-- 
ted, He then ſhewed him the book of Daniel, in 
which it was written, that a Grecian Prince ſhould: 
deſtroy the empire of the Perſians, which gave A- 
lexander infinite ſatisfaction. | 1 
Though this were only a matter of bare curioſity, 
ad agreeable and entertaining a piece of hiſtory, ſuch: 
o theFevident. and ſurpriſing prophecies, might well deſerve 
dow Wo be related to youth, But how much may it turn 
to the ſervice of religion, to make them obſerve the 
it d ronderful harmony and connexion it. has pleaſed 
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God to place between the different predictions oi! 
the prophets, whereof ſome, as J have already taken 
notice, are of uſe to- confirm the reſt, and all to. 

ether form a degree of evidence and conviction, tq 
which nothing can be added? And. with this reflection 
E ſhall conclude this article concerning prophecics, 


REFLECTION: upon the Prophecies. 


If the prophets had only foretold events at a di: 
ftance, mankind muſt have waited long, before they 
could know whether they were prophets or no, and 
they could have had no authority during their lives, 
If on the other fide, they had foretold only events, 
that were nigh at hand, they might have been ſuſpec- 
ted of coming at the knowledge of them by naturl 
means, and there might have feemed the leſs reaſon 
to believe, that they ſpoke by the fpirit of God. 

And if there had been no connection betwixt the 
near and remote events, by the predictions which 
were to be accompliſhed during the interval; the 
diſtance between the two extremes would have ren: 
dered their prophecies uſeleſs, the firft being forgot, 
and the laſt not expected. 4 

By the accompliſhment of the firſt the prophet ac. 
quired a juſt authority, and induced an expectation 
of the fulfilling of thoſe that followed. Theſe added 
to his authority an entire certainty, that his know. 
ledge came from God, and that what was revealed 
with reference to the moſt diſtant times, would as 
infallibly come to paſs, as what had been foretold 
concerning times that were nearer, The public mo- 
numents atteſted wliat was already fulfilled; the me- 
mory of it was handed down to the children; and 
theſe connecting what fell out in their days with 
what had fallen out in the times of their fathers, 
left to their poſterity a profound veneration for tht 
prophets. who had foretold it, and a firm confidence 
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s ol cat all that was contained in the reſt of their pre- 
ken ictions would as certainly be accompliſhed. 


% Thus their books have deſervedly been looked 


„ to upon as divinely inſpired. The proof was certain, 
tion and ſuited to the capacity of all mankind, They 


es, Neave credit to what was to come from what they 


hy at preſent; They were perſuaded the revelation” 


tame from God, becauſe it was intallible, and paſſed 
ll human underſtanding; and they would have 
made a quite contrary concluſion, if any of the e- 
vents had not anfwered the prediction. Hear 
„now this word, that I ſpeak in thine ears,” ſaid 
the prophet Jeremiah to a man that pretended to be 
{nt from God, and in the ears of all the people. 
„The prophets, that have been before me and be- 
„fore thee of old, propheſied both againft ma- 
„hy countries, aud againſt great kingdoms, 
„of war, and of evil, and of peſtilence. The 
«prophet, which propheſieth of peace, when the 
*word-of, the prophet ſhall come to paſs, then ſhall 
the che prophet be known, that the Lord hath truly 
* {cnt him,“ . | * 
This then was their rule; a rule plain and eaſy, 
3 capable of being applied with certainty by the 
ommon people as perſons of greater abilities, anc 
wherein it was not poſſible for either to miſtaxce. 
„The little time their ordinary ſtudics leave yourh, 
loes not admit a great number of hiſtorical or pro- 
phetical facts to be explained to them in any great 
extent, But if a judicious choice was made of them, 
and they were put upon reading ſome every year, 
and theſe attended with reflections ſuited to their 
underſtandings, this ſmall number, in my opinion, 
might very much contribute to inſpire them with 
a great reverence for religion, give them a great tafte 
or the Holy Scriptures, and teach them in what 


hem when they ſhall have leiſure. 


I Terem, xxvili. 7, 8, 9. 


ſpirit and with what principles they ought to read 
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1 8 H A LL follow the ſame order upon this head, 

as I have obſerved in treating ſacred hiſtory ; tha Ri 
is, I ſhall firſt lay down ſome principles, which may 
be uſeful to direct youth in the ſtudy of profane 
hiſtory ; and afterwards apply them to ſome Parts ü 
N nen facts by reflections annexed. 


G ins. 


| Rules and Principles fer the Study of Phopann 
| HISTORY. 1 


7 HES E cinciples may be ien to > f or ſe- 

ven: To reduce this ſtudy to order and me. 
thod : To obſerve what relates to uſages and cu- 
ſtoms : To enquire particularly and above all thing 
after the truth: To endeavour to find: out the ca 
es of the riſe and fall of empires, of the gaining 
or lofing of ' battles, and events of the like nature: 
To ſtudy the character of the nations and great men 
mentioned in hiſtory: To be attentive to ſuch in 
ſtructions as concern moral excellency and the con 
duct of life: And laſtly, carefully to note eve 
ching that relates to religion. | 


3 N 


Order and Method e for ſtudying Hi inen Zo 40 ** 


r 


4 


One thing, which may very much contribute to thi 
bringing this ſtudy into order and, method, is. I 
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divide the whole body of an hiſtory into certain parts 
and intervals, which at once preſent the mind a kind 
of general plan of the whole hiſtory, point out the 
principal events, and ſhew us the ſeries and durati- 
on of them. Theſe diviſions muſt not be too many, 
eſt they throw us into confuſion and obſcurity. | 
ih Thus the whole time of the Roman hiſtory, from 
Romulus to Auguſtus, which takes in ſeven hundreq 
ind twenty three years, may be divided into five parts. 
ne An. U. C. 1. The firſt is the reigns of the ſeven 
kings of Rome, which laſted two hundred and for- 
y four years. | | 

244. The ſecond is from the eſtabliſhment of the 
conſuls to the conqueſt of Rome, and takes in an 
hundred and twenty years. It includes the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the conſuls, the tribunes of the people, the 
jecemvirs, the military tribunes with conſular pow- 
r, the ſiege and conqueſt of Veii. 

264. The third is from the ſacking of Rome to 
he firſt Punic war, and takes in an hundred and 
venty four years. It includes the conqueſt of 
Rome by the Gauls, the wars with the Samnites, 
nd againſt Pyrrhus. . 

An. U. C. 488. The fourth is from the beginning 
the firſt to the end of the third Punic war, and 
kes in an hundred and twenty years. It includes the 
rſt and ſecond Punic wars, the wars againſt Philip 
ting of Macedon, Antiochus king of Afia, Perſeus 

e laſt king of Macedon, the Numantines in Spain; 
nd. laſtly, the third Punic war, which ended with 

he conqueſt and deſtruction of Carthage. 22 
608. The fifth is from the deſtruction of Car- 
nage to the change of the Roman republic into a 
nonarchy under Auguſtus, and takes in an hun- 
Ired and fifteen years. It includes the war of A- 
haia, and the deſtruction of Corinth; the domeſtic 
oubles raiſed by the Gracchi, the wars againſt Ju- 
Hurtha, the Allies, and Mithridates ; the civil wars 
o h@etween Marius and Sylla, Cæſar and Pompey, An- 
is. Mony and Octavius. This laſt war ended with the 
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battle of Ackium, (U. C. 723.) and the ſovercin 
authority of- Octavius, who afrer wards was ſirnamel 
Auguſrus. 
have already obſerved, in treating facred hiſto. M7 
ry, the uſe we ſhould make of chronology; aud 
ſhall - forbear to repeat hat 1 have alr . fad up- 
on this fubje&. 

Geography alſb is abſolutely neceſſury for youll 
and for want of lear ning it when they are young, 
abundance of perſons continue ignorant of it all th 
reſt of their lives, and expoſe themſelves to miſtakes 
upon this article, which make them ridiculous. One 
quarter of an hour regularly ſpent every day in thi 
ſtudy is enough to make them perfect in it. After 
the general principles are explained to them, the 
mult never be ſuffered to paſs by any conſiderable 
town, or any river mentioned in their authors, with-Wf® 
out ſhewing their places in the maps. They muk 
learn likewiſe to point out the ſituation of every ci 
ty with reference to other places that are ſpoke of, 
Thus they will ſay that Evreux lies weſt of Paris, Chi- 
lone upon Marne on the caſt; Amiens on the north, 
and Orleans on the ſouth. They muſt trace the ri 
vers from their ſource to the place where they throw 
themſelves into the ſea, or ſome greater river, and 
point out the conſiderable towns, that lie in their 
pafſage. When they are tolerably well inſtructed, 
they may be made to travel over a map, or be taught 
by word of mouth, by aſking them, for inſtance, 
what rout they would take to go from Paris to Con- 
ſtantinople, and ſo of the other provinces. To ren 
der this ſtudy leſs dry and diſagreeable, it would not 
be amiſs to add to it certain ſhort ſtories, which might 
ſerve to fix an idea of the towns more firmly in the 
minds of youth, and would teach them a great many 
curious matters as they went on. Theſe are to Þ 
found in ſeveral geographical treatiſes, wrote in 
French; from which the maſters may eaſily extrach 


ſuch as they ſhall judge moſt 9252 _ for youth. 
nd. SECT 
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To obſerve what relates to the Laws, Manners, and 
| Cuſtoms of Countries. 


It is of no ſmall conſequence, whilſt we are upon 
the ſtudy of hiſtory, to take notice of the different 
cuſtoms of countries, the invention of arts, the va- 
rious manners of. wing, building, fighting, diſpo- 
ing of fieges, or defending towns, of building ſhips, 
nd failing ; the ceremonies of their marriages, fu- 
nerals, and ſacrifices; in a word, whatever relates 
o cuſtoms and antiquity. I thall have occaſion to 
ay more of this hereafter, | 
What I have hitherto taken notice of is, if I may 
o fay, but the ſkeleton of hiſtory, the obſervations 


oo {W212 going to make are in a manner the foul of it, 

e d contain the moſt uſeful part of this ſtudy. | 

of, | FF 
SECT. III. 


Principally to enquire after Truth, 


and That in which the moſt eſſential quality and moſt 
heirÞdiſpenſable duty of an hiſtorian conſiſts, points 
ted, Mut at the ſame time what ſhould be the principal 
1ghtWre of every reader of hiſtory. 4 No body is igno- 
nce, nt that an hiſtorian ſhould, above all things, pre- 
on- ribe this rule to himſelf, To be free from all paſſi- 
ren and prejudice ; never to preſume to advance any 
noi moods, and have always courage to ſpeak the 
1th, Negligences in his ſtile may be paſſed over, 
It want of ſincerity is inexcuſable; r and herein 
the difference between an hiſtory and a poem. 
Vol. III. O 


Quis neſcit primam eſſe hiſtoriae legem, ne quid falſi dicere au- 
t; deinde ne quid veri non audeat; ne qua ſuſpicio gratiae ſit in 
bendo, ne qua ſimultatis. Lib. 2. de orat. n. 62. 

latelligo te, frater, alias in hiſtoria leges obſer vandas putare, 


alias 
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As the principal end of a poem is to divert the 
reader, it neceſſarily ſhocks and offends him, if it 
wants art or elegance; whereas an hiſtory, however 
written, is always ſure to give pleaſure, if it is true, 
as it ſatisfies a deſire natural to mankind, who are 
fond of knowing, and always curious to learn ſome. Ml 
thing new, but cannot bear to be put off with 
falſhood inſtead of truth, or idle imaginations for 
real facts. Hence we fee that hiſtorians, to gain 
credit with their readers, generally begin with pro- 
feſling an exact and ſcrupulous fincerity, equally ex- 
empt from love and hatred, hope and fear, as may 
be particularly obſerved in Salluſt and Tacitus. 
Truth, therefore, is to be fought for in hiſtory, 
before all things. Good writers juſtly endeavour to 
render it more agrecable, by the elegance and cm: 
zliſhments of language; and a judicious maſter 
will not fail to point out all the graces and beauties 
of an hiftorian ; but he will not ſuffer his ſcholar 
to be dazzled by a vain pomp of words, to prefer 
flowers to fruits, be leſs attentive to truth herſelf 
than her dreſs, and ſet a greater value upon the elo. 
quence of an hiſtorian, than upon his exactneſs and 
fidelity in relating facts. Quintilian, in the charac 
ter he draws of a Greek hiſtorian; teaches us to di- 
ſtinguiſh thus in a few words. The hiſtory of 
“ Clitarchus, ſays he, is valued for its ſtile, and de 
«« ſpiſed for its want of veracity.” Clitarchi proba 
tur ingenium, fides infamatur. 
We muft therefore, caution youth to be upo! 
their. guard when they read ſuch hiſtories as wen 
written during the lives of the princes of whon 
they treat, as it ſeldom happens that they are dich 
ted only by truth, and that the deſire of pleaſiny 
him who diſtributes fortunes and honours oy nd 
| | art 
alias in pobᷣmate: quippe cum in illa ad yeritatem cuncta referants! 
in haec ad delectationem pleraque. Cic. lib. 1, de leg. n. 4. et 5 
Orationi et carmini eſt par va geg niſi eloquentia fit ſumme 
hiſtoria quoquo modo ſcripta deſectat. Sunt enim homines natu 


eurioſi, et qualibet nuda rerum cognitione capiuntur, ut qui ſermi 
culis etiam fabelliſque ducantur, Plin. ep. 8. lib. 5. 


. ” » * 
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| ſhare in them. The beſt princes are not- always in- 


ſenſible to flattery, and there is a ſecret thirſt of 
praiſe and glory implanted in all mankind, that 
ought to render ſuch hiſtories ſuſpected. But if 
Hattery makes an hiſtorian contemptible, detraction 
mult make him odious. Both, .5 ſays Tacitus, are 
equally injurious to truth; but with this difterence, 
we ealily defend our ſelves againſt; the one, as it is 
hate ful to all the world, and borders upon ſlavery; 
and we readily give way to the other, as it deceives 
us by à falſe image of liberty, and. finds an agree- 
able admittance into the mind. 

There are ſome hiſtorians, who, though very de- 
ſerving, in other reſpects, through the bad taſte of 
the age they, lived in, or too great credulity, have 
interſperſed abundance of fables in their writings, 
as t Tully obſerves of Herodotus and Theopompus. 

Such, for iaſtance, is what the firſt reports of the 
birth of Cyrus, of which I ſhall have occaſion to 
ſpeak hereafter, We excuſe antiquity, u fays Liyy, 
for rather chuſing to give us ſtrange ſtories. than 
true ones, and endeavouring to embelliſh and adorn 
the original of great towns and empires with ſuch 
fictions as are more ſuitable to fable than hiſtory 
But we muſt accuſtom youth, in reading ſuch fore 
of authors, to diſtinguiſh between the true and falſe ; 
and muſt alſo tell them, that reaſon and equity re- 
quire that they ſhould not reject all a writer ſays, 
becauſe ſome things are falſe, nor believe all he re- 
lates without exception, becauſe many Fer are 
Aue.. 

This love for truth, which dug io de inealcared 
as much as poffible, may be of great ſervice to pre- 
ſer ve them from a bad taſte, which was formerly ve- 
ry prevalent, I mean, that for romances and fabulous. 


O 2 | tales, 
veritas pluribus modis infracta. libidine aſſentandi, aut 
rurſus odio ad verſus dominantes Sed ambitionem ſeriptor is 


facile adverſeris: obtrectatio et livor pronis auribus accipiuntur, 


quippe adulationi fœdum erimen ſervitutis malignitati falſa ones 
libertatis ings Tacit. Annal. lib. f. cap. r. 
'© Lib. 3. de leg. n. -- ũ ... In praef lib. r. 
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tales, which by degrees extinguiſh the love and taſte 
of truth, and make the mind incapable of attending 
to ſuch uſeful and ſerious lectures, as fpeak more 
to the reaſon than the imagination. 

It is the peculiar feheity of our age, that as ſoon 
as they were ſupplied either with the tranſhtions of 
the famous writers of antiquity, or ſuch modern 
works as merited their application, they preſently 
abandoned all theſe fictions, and even rejected them 
with ſcorn; as being fenſible, that nothing in reali. 
ty could be a greater diſgrace to. human reaſon, 
which was intended to be nourifhed with truth, 
than to feed upon the chimeras of an irregular ima- 
gination, and become the ſport of it, by following 
it through all its extravagancies. And if at any 
time ſome works of this nature have been ventured 
into the public, to the glory of our times it may be 
faid, that they have foon fallen into oblivion, ne- 
glected by all men of ſenſe, and left to ſuch frivo- 
lous people, as could be fo idly amuſed. 


To endeavour to. find aut the Cauſes of Events. 


x Polybius, who. was as. able at the pen as at the 
ford, and was no leſs a good writer than an excellent 
general, takes notice in ſeveral places, that the beſt 
manner of writing and ſtudying hiſtory, is not to {top 
at the bare recital of facts, the gaining or loſing a bat- 
tle, the riſe or fall of empires ; but to ſearch into the 
reaſons, and jgin together all the circumſtances and 
_conſequences of them; to diſtinguiſh, if poſſible, the 
ſecret deſigns and hidden ſprings in each event; to go 
back to the original of things, and the moſt diſtant 
preparations; to diſtinguiſh the real cauſes, of a war 
from the ſpecious pretences with which, it is e 

5 an 


Natura ineſt mentibus noſtris inſatiabilis quacdam, cupiditas vert 
videndi. Tuſe. quaeſt. lib. 1. n. 44. 


Nihil eſt hominis menti veritatis luce dulcius. Acad. quaeſt. L 4 


. 31. | x Polyb. hilt, lib, 3 ; 


— 
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nd eſpechlly to note what has decided the ſucceſs of 
an enterprize, the fate of a battle, and the ruin of a 
tate, Without this, y ſays he, hiſtory gives the rea- 
der an agreeable ſpectacle, but conveys no uſeful in- 
ſtruction; it ſerves to. ſatisfy his curioſity for a mo- 
ment, but is of no conſequence in the conduct of life. 

He obſerves, that the war of the Romans in Aſia, 
againſt Antiochus, was the conſequence of that they 
had made before againſt Philip king of Macedon ; 
that what gave occation to this, was the good ſuc- 
ceſs of the ſecond Punic war; of which the princi- 

al cauſe, on the fide of the Carthaginians, was the- 

loſs of Sicily and Sardinia : That therefore to form 
2 juſt idea of the different events of theſe wars, they 
muſt not be conſidered ſeparately and in parts, but 
viewed together, and their connexions, conſequen- 
ces, and dependencies well examined. 

He obſerves in the ſame place, that it would be a 
groſs miſtake to imagine that the conqueſt of Sa- 
guntum by Hannibal. was the real. cauſe of the ſe- 
ond Punic war. The regret of: the Carthaginians. 
for the too eaſy ceſſion of Sicily by the treaty which, 
concluded: the firſt Punic war; the injuſtice and vio- 
knce of the Romans, who took an opportunity from- 
the commotions in. Afric to diſpoſſeſs the Carthagi-- 
nians of Sardinia, and impofe a new tribute upon 
em; and the ſucceſſes and conqueſts of the latter 
in Spain, were the real cauſcs af the rupture of this: 
treaty; as Livy ſuggeſts in a few. words, therein fol- 
bwing the plan of Polybius, 2 at the beginning of 
his. hiſtory of the ſecond Punic war. 

Polybius. hence takes occaſion to-lay down a very: 
uſeful principle for the ſtudy of hiſtory, which is to- 
diſtinguiſh: exactly three things, the beginnings, the 
cauſes, and*the pretexts-of a war, The beginnings: 
we the firſt ſteps that are openly taken, and are the 
wnfequences. of refolutions made in private; ſuch 

„ O 3 | WAS. 
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was the ſiege of Saguntum, The cauſes are the diſ. 
ferent diſpoſitions. of mens minds, particular diſcon- 
tents, injuries received, and the hopes of ſucceſs; 
ſuch, in the fact we are ſpeaking of, were the loſs 
of Sicily and Sardinia joined. to the impoſition of a 
new tribute, and. the favourable opportunity of ſo 
able and experienced a general as Hannibal. The 
pretexts. are only a veil. thrown: over the real cauſes, 
He illuſtrates this principle ſtill farther, by. other 
examples. Can. any one imagine,. fays he, that A- 
lexander's irruption into Aſia was the firſt cauſe of 
the war againſt the Perfians.? It was. very far from 
it; and to be convinced of this, we need: only conſi- 
der the long preparations. that preceded this. irrup- 
tion, which was the beginning and declaration of 
the war, but not the cauſe of it. 'Two great events 
had given. Philip cauſe to believe that the power of 
the Perſians, which was once ſo formidable, was tend- 
ing to a declenſion; the glorious and triumphant re- 
turn of the ten thouſand Greeks under the conduct 
of Xenophon through the midſt of the enemies ar- 
mies and fertrefles, whilſt the viftorious. Artaxerxes 
did not dare to oppoſt the bold reſolution they bad 
taken of marching in a body through his whole em- 
pire into their own cquntry 3. and the generous un- 
dertaking of, Ageſilaus king of Lacedæmon, who 
with, an handful of men carried the war and terror 
into the beart, of Aſia Minor, without finding any 
reſiſtance, and ſtopt only in his conqueſts by tlie di- 
viſions of Greece. Philip comparing this negligence 
and ſupineneſs of the Perſians with the activity and 
courage of his Macedonians, animated: with. the hope 
of glory and. the advantages he ſhould certainly reap 
from the war, after having united in his favour wick 
incredible addreſs. the opinions. and ſuffrages of 
Greece, urged as the pretext. of. his invaſion, the an- 
cient injuries the Greeks. had received from the Per- 
fans, and laboured with indefatigable application in 
making preparations for the war, which his ſon A- 


lexander, who ſucceeded to. his. projects as well 1 
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bis kingdom, happily employed to put them in exe - 
eution. The weakneſs and negligence of the Perſi- 
ins therefore were the real cauſe of the war, their 


e Ml former attempts upon the liberty of Greece the pre- 
2 ext, and Alexander's march into Aſia the begin- 
ſo ning of it. | 5 
he In like manner he traces the apparent pretexts 
'S, 


and reat cauſes. of the war between. the Romans and 
Antiochus. 4 ET | 

Dionyſius of Halicarnaſſus lays down the ſame 
principles with Polybius. He declares in ſeveral pla- 
ces, that if we would derive the advantage from hi- 


Jan 
ſi- MF ftory,. which may reaſonably. be expected, and make 
p- Wit of uſe in the management of public affairs, our 
of ¶ curiofity muſt not be confined to facts and events; 


but we muſt enquire into the reaſons of them, ftudy 
the means which made them ſucceed, enter into the 
views and deſigns. of thoſe that conducted them, 
carefully examine the ſucceſs which God gave them, 
remarkable words for an heathen author) and ne- 
glect none of the circumſtances, which had any im- 
portant. ſhare in the enterprizes in queſtion. 


ad Can any marr of curioſity and underſtanding, b ſays. 
n- be in another place, be ſatisfied with knowing that 
n- In the war with Perſia the Arhenians and Lacedæ- 


monians gained: three victories, two by ſea; and a. 
third by land, and* with an army of but an hundred. 
and ten thouſand men at moſt, conquered the king 
of Perſia at the head of above three hundred thou- 
and? Will he not alſo deſire to know the places. 
here theſe battles. were fought, the cauſes which 
made the victory incline to the ſide of the lefler 
number, and produced ſo furpriſing an event; the 
names and characters of the principal officers who. 
vſtinguiſhed themſelves. on both ſides; in a word, 
al the memorable- circumſtances: and confequences. 
of ſo conſiderable an action? For, adds he, it is a 
great pleaſure to a man of ſenſe and judgment, who 
ads an hiſtory written in this manner, to be led as. 
25 1 


Dion. Halicarn. lib. 5. Antiq. Roman. 
> Lib. 11, Antig. Roman. 
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it were by the hand from the firſt entrance upon e- 
very action to the concluſion of it; and inſtead of 
being a bare reader, to become in 2 manner the wit. 
neſs and fpectator of all that is told. 

M. Boſſuet, biſhop: of Meaux, < obſerves likewi 
in his diſcourſe upon univerfal hiſtory, that we muſt 
not only confider the riſe and fall of empires, but 
muſt allo examine thoroughly the cauſes of their 
progreſs, and the reaſons of their declenſion. For, 
*« ſays he, the ſame God, who has hung the world 
40 together as it were upon chains, and Almighty as 
he is, hath thought fit for the eſtabliſhment of 
order, that the ſeveral parts of this great whole n 
« ſhould depend upon one another; the ſame Gd 
<« has been plcaſed, ſo to direct the courſe of human i 
&« affairs, as to have their dependencies and propor- v 
tions. I mean, that men and nations have had M1 
« qualities ſuited. to the elevation, for which they Bl z; 
« were deſigned ; and except in ſome extraordinary Will ©; 
& caſes, wherein God thought fit that only his own pr 
hand ſhould appear, there have happened no great te 
4 alterations, which have not had their cauſes in the N 
preceding ages. And as in all affairs there is pl 
* ſomething that makes way for them, that deter- ” 
* mines to the undertaking of them, and: make me 
them ſucceed, the true knowledge of hiſtory is to We; 
« obſerve at all times the ſecret diſpoſitions, which WR, 
„ made way for great changes, and. the important Wy, 
*; conjunctures, which brought them to paſs, In 
_* ſhort, it is not enough to ſee only what is before 
% our eyes, I mean, to take a preſent view of the 
6 great events which in an inſtant determine the 

fate of empires: W hoever would thoroughly un- 
« derſtand human affairs, muſt go farther back, 
and obſerve the prevailing inclinations and many 
te ners, or to ſay all in a word, tlie character both 
«*« of the people in general, and of princes in parti- 
% cular; and laſtly, of all the extraordinary perſons, 


„ who through the importance of the ftation 4 
| * 66 Ore 


Chap. i. 
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- WH © bore in the world, have contributed well or ill to 


tac © the revolutions of ſtates and fortune of the public.“ 
- This laſt reflection naturally leads us to what I 
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have ſaid we muſt in the fifth place take notice of in 
ſtudy ing hiſtory. LOVER 3-105 13177 e | 1 77159 


- 
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To tudy the CharaFer of the People and great Men 
%% „ 5 


For what regards the character of nations, I can - 
not do better than refer the reader to the remarks 
M. Boſſuet has made upon that ſubject in the ſecond 
part of his diſcourſe upon univerfal hiſtory. That 
work is one of the moſt admirable performances that 
has appeared in dur age, not only for the beauty 
and ſublimity of ſtyle, but ſtill more for the great 
nefs of the topics, the ſolidity of the 'refle&tions, the 
profound knowledge of mankind, and its large ex- 
tent, as it takes in all ages and all empires. We ſee 
there, with infinite pleaſure, all the nations and peo- 
ple of the world paſs in a kind of review before our 
eyes, with their good and evil diſpoſitions, their 
manners, cuſtoms, and different inclinations ; E- 
fyptians, 'Afſyrians,” Perſians, Medes, Greeks, and 
Romans. We there ſee all the kingdoms” of the 

world riſing as it were out of the earth, gradually 

growing powerful by almoſt an infenftble- increaſe, 

extending at laſt their conqueſts on every fide, arri- 


deſs, arid falling at once from that height by fadden 
volutions, and loſt, as I may ſay, and ſunk into 
at nothing from whenee they ſprung. But what is 
till more worthy our attention, we find in the man- 
ders themſelves off the ſeveral nations, in their cha- 
icters, virtues and vices, the cauſes of their gran- 
leur and deſtruction. We learn there, not only to 
ilcover the ſecret and hidden ſources of human poli- 
ic, which give motion to all actions and „ 

g ut 


ing by different means at the height of human great- 
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but to diſcern withal a ſovereign Being, watching and 
preſiding over all, directing and conducting every e. 
vent, and diſpoſing, and abſolutely deciding the fate 
of all the kingdoms and empires of the world, |] 
cannot therefore too much exhort thoſe, who are en- 
truſted with the education of youth, to read and ſtu- 
dy this excellent book with attention, which is ſo 
capable of forming at once both the underitanding 
and the heart; and, after they have ſtudied it wel 


themſelves, to endeavour to infpire their pupils wick 
. ̃ ow... 8 
. What I have ſaid of nations, may alſo. be under. 
ſtood of the great and illuſtrious men, who have been Ml « 
diſtinguiſhed for the good or ill they have wrouglt i 1 
in ſtates. We muſt diligently apply ourſelves to ſtudy 1 
their genius, natural jaclinations, virtues and faults, © 
particular and perſonal, qualifications,. in a word, t 
that peculiar turn of mind and courſe of condut 4 
that . prevails in them, and forms their character; f 
for that is properly to know them. Otherwiſe ve 9 
ſee only the ſurface and outfide of them; and meu le 
are noc to be known and judged only by their dreßſ = 
and countenances. n re 
Neither muſt we expect to know them principally P. 
from ſuch of their actions, as make the moſt gloriouſ Ip 
figure. When they ſet themſelves up to public vie ! 
they may diſſemble and lie under a reftraint, by A be 
ſuming for a time the viſage and maſk, which ſuig of 
beſt with che charaſter they are to ſupport. TB fre 
ſhew themſelves what they are, in private, in the do fre 
let; and at home, when they are yareſerved, au tus 
without diſguiſe; "Tis there they act and talk, as n- 
ture dictates. It is in this manner we ſhould chief me 
ſtudy great men, if we would paſs a right judgmen thi 
upon them; and. it is the ineſtimable advantag 
We find in Plutarch, and that wherein he may "Ml + 


ſaid to excel all other hiſtorians In the lives he h mus 
left us of the illuſtrious men among the Greeks 2 , 
Romans, he deſcends to particulars, which give il 
jafinite pleaſure. He is not ſatisſied with ſhewiſ ne, 
1 a 
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os the general, the conqueror, the ſtateſman, the 
magiſtrate or the orator; he lays open the infide of 

+ W the houſe to his readers, or rather the heart of the 
1 WW perſon he ſpeaks of, and lets us ſee in them the fa- 
„ther, the huſband, the maſter, and the friend, We 
\ W {em to live and diſcourſe with them, to ſhare in their 
© WM amuſements and diverſions, to aſſiſt at their meals 
„and in their converſations. 4 Tully ſays ſomewhere, 
chat he could not take one ſtep in Athens, and the 
neighbouring places, without meeting with ſome an- 
cient monument of hiſtory, which awakened the re- 
membrance of the great men, who formerly lived 
there, and in ſome meaſure ſet them before his eyes. 
Here was a garden, where the footſteps of Plato 
ſeemed ſtill to remain, here he uſed to walk and diſ- 
courſe of the graveſt points in philoſophy ; there was 
the place of the public aſſemblies, where Æſchines 
and Demoſthenes ſeem ſtill to plead againſt each o- 
ther; and one would imagine the voice of the Greek 
orator was ſtill to be heard on the ſhore, where he 
learned to overcome the tumultuous noiſe of public 
meetings by ſurmounting that of the waves. The 
reading the lives of Plutarch ſeems in my opinion to 
produce a like effect, by rendering the great men he 
ſpeaks of in a manner preſent, and giving us as live- 
ly an idea of their cuſtoms and manners, as if we 


of the genius, ſpirit, and character of Alexander 
from Plutarch's very ſhort abridgment of it, than 
from the very long and particular hiſtories of Quin- 
tus Curtius and Arrian. | | 


men makes an eflential part of hiſtory; and it is for 
this reaſon that good hiſtorians are uſually careful 
4 Quacunave ingrodimur, in aliquam hiſtoriam veſtigium poni- 
maus. Uſu autem evenit, acrius a iquanto et attentius. de elaris vi- 
no, loeorum admonitu, cogitemvs . . . velut ego nunc moveor. Ve- 


nit enim mihi Platonis in mentem, quem accepimus primum hic {in 
icademia) diſputare ſolitum : cujus etiam illi hortuli propinqui non 


meo hie ponere, &c. Lib. 5. de finib. n. 4. &c. 


had lived and converſed with them. We know more 


This exact knowledge of the characters of great 


memoriam ſolum mihi afferunt, ſed ipſum videntur in conſpecta 
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to give an expreſs and general idea'of the good or 
ill qualities of the principal. perſons they ſpeak of, 
Of this kind are the characters of Catiline, Marius, 
and Sylla in Salluſt ; of Furius Camillus, Hannibal, 
and a great many others in Livy. | | 

is by ſtudying attentively the prevailing diſpo- 
ſitions both of nations in general, and their com- 
manders in particular, that we are able to form a 
judgment of their deſigns, actions, and enterprizes, 
and may even foretel the conſequence. Philopemen, 
an officer of excellent underſtanding, obſerving on 
the one hand the careleſneſs and negligence of An- 
tiochus, who was amuſing himſelf at feaſts and wed- 
dings, and on the other the diligence and indefati- 
gable activity of the Romans, made no difficulty in 
Foretelling on which ſide the victory would fall. Po- 
Iybius is very careful, by the wile reflections he 
makes in ſeveral parts of his hiſtory, to excite the 
attention of the reader to take notice of the perſo- 
nal qualifications of the great men he writes of, and 
to obſerve that the Roman conqueſts were the ef 
fects of ſchemes concerted at a diſtance, and con- 
ducted by ſuch means, as with the abilities of their 
generals could ſcarce poſſibly fail of ſucceſs. "Twas 
from this profound ſtudy of the genius and charac- 


ter of mankind, from a thorough enquiry into the 


nature and conſtitution of the different kinds of go- 
vernment, and the natural cauſes which in courſe of 
time change the form of them; and laſtly, by ſerious 
reflections upon the preſent ſtate of affairs and dit- 

oſition of mens minds, that the ſame hiſtorian in the 
fixth book of his hiſtory, has carried the ſagacity of 
his conjectures and foreſight ſo far as to declare, that 
ſooner or later the republic of Rome would again 
be changed into a monarchical government, When 
I come to ſpeak of the Roman hiſtory, I ſhall give 
an extract and ſummary of this paſſage of Polybius, 
which is one of the moſt curious and remarkable 
in all antiquity, | 


SECT. | 


Of Prefane Hiftery. 161 
r. 


To obſerve in Hiſtory what relates to Morality and 
the Conduct of Life, 


The obſervations I have already mentioned are 
not the only ones to be made, nor the moſt effenti- 
al; ſuch as relate to the regulation of manners are 
ſtill more important. The greateſt advantage,” 
fays Livy in his excellent preface, ariſing from the 
© knowledge of hiſtory is, that you may ſee there 
«examples of every kind ſet in the cleareſt light. 
« You have patterns for your imitation both in your 
„% own private conduct, and in the adminiſtration of 
public affairs; you find there alſo ſuch actions as 
« flow from corrupt principles, are fatal in their e- 
vent, and for that reaſon ought to be avoided.” 
Hoc illud eft pracipue in cognitione rerum ſalubre ac 
frugiferum, omnis te exempli documenta in illuſtri po- 
fita monumento intueri : inde tibi tugque reipublice, 
quod imitare, capias ; inde fadum inceptu, fadum exituz 
quod vites, | 

The caſe is near the ſame with the ſtudy of hiſto- 
ry as with travelling. <If it is confined barely to 
the paſſing over countries, the viſiting of cities, the 
examining the beauty and magnificence of the build- 
ings and public monuments, where is the mighty ad- 
vantage attending it? Does it make a man wiſer, 
more regular, or temperate? Does it remove his 


prejudices, or correct his errors? The novelty and 


variety of theſe objects may amuſe him for a time, 
like a child, and he may gaze upon them with a ſtu» 
pid admiration. But if this is all, it is not to travel, 
but wander, and to loſe both his time and trouble. 
Non eft hoc peregrinari, ſed errare. "Tis ſaid of Ulyſ- 
les, that he viſited abundance of cities; but not till 

Vol. III. P after 


eSenec. Epiſt, 410. 
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after it had been' obſerved, that he applied himſelf 
to ſtudy the manners and genius of the people. f 


f Qui mores hominum multorum vidit et urbes, 


The ancients made long and frequent voyages; p 
but it was with a view to inſtruct, to viſit mankind, n 
and improve from their wiſdom and knowledge. ti 

Such is the uſe we ought to make of hiſtory. Veo 
ſtand in need of inſtructions and examples to induce ¶ſt 
us to the practice of virtue amidſt the dangers and d. 
obſtacles which ſurround it; and hiſtory ſupplics us WM v« 
with theſe of every kind. Tis thence the ſentiment M a 
of honour and probity are derived; g Hinc mibi ihn 
juſtitiæ hauſtus bibat, We muſt carefully ſtudy the lo 
actions and ſpeeches of the great men of antiquity, M tt 
and make it our buſineſs ſeriouſly to digeſt them. ar 

I When Tully endeavours to incline his brother in 

uintus to kindneſs and moderation, he puts him in ot 
mind of what he had read in Xenophon concerning ea 
Cyrus and Ageſilaus. i He tells us it was the uſe he w- 
himſelf made of what he had read in his youth, and to. 
hiſtory had taught him to ſuffer the utmoſt extremi-M to 
ties, and deſpiſe all dangers for the ſervice of hs vl 
country. How many models of virtue, ſays he, 
« are left us by the Greek and Latin writers, which 
© are not laid before us only to be looked on, but to 
„ be imitated? And by ſtudying them inceflantly, 
% and endeavouring to copy after them in the ma— 
«© nagement of public affairs, have I formed ny 
t mind and heart, upon the idea of thoſe great men, 
& whoſe pictures are ſo admirably drawn in thei 
ce writings,” Quam multas nobis imagines, non ſolu 
ad intuendum, verum etiam ad imitandum, fortiſſm 


rum virorum expreſſas, ſcriptores et Graci et Latin lar 
reliquerunt ? quas ego mihi ſemper in adminiftranda re 
pubic 
5 8 * 
© Horat. de Arte Poet. e Cu'util. lib. 12. cap 2 of 
® Epilt. 2. ad Quint · i Pro Arch. Poet. n 14. Wh: 
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public proponens, animum et mentem meam ipſ cogi- 


tatione hominum excellentium confirmabam ! 

We muſt, therefore, in teaching youth hiſtory, be 
very careful to make them derive from it one of its 
principal advantages, which is the regulation of their 
manners; and to this end we muſt from time to 
time introduce ſhort reflections ; aſk them their 
own judgment upon the actions they read; accu- 
from them eſpecially not to ſuffer themſelves to be 
dazzled by a vain outward ſhew, but to judge uni- 
rerſally according to the principles of equity, truth, 
and juftice ; and raiſe in them an admiration for the 
modeſty, frugality, generoſity, diſintereſtedneſs, and 


love for the public good, which prevailed in the happy 


tines of the Greek and Roman republics. When youth 
are thus timely modePd, and accuſtomed from their 
infancy by the ſtudy of hiſtory to admire examples 
of virtue, and abhor vice, we may hope that theſe 
early ſeeds, affiſted by a ſuperior aid, without which 
they would ſoon miſcarry, may im due time bring 
forth good fruit; and that ſomething might happen 
to them like what is told of a ſcholar of Plato's, 
whom the philoſopher had trained up with great 
tare in his own. houſe, When he returned home, 
and ſaw his father break out into a violent tran- 
port of paſſion, he ſtood in amaze, * I never ſaw 
* any thing like this, ſays he, at Plato's.” Aft ud 
Platonem educatus puer, cum ad parentes relatus v9- 
aferantem videret patrem: Nungquam, inquit, hoc a- 
bud Platonem vidi. ; 


GT. VIE 


Carefully to obſerve every thing that relates to Re- 
| ligion. | 


have one obſervation more to make upon the ſtudy 
of hiſtory, which conſiſts in carefully obſerving 
whatever relates to religion, and the great truths 


which are neceſſarily dependent upon it, For amidſt 


the confuſed chaos of ridiculous opinions, abſurd 
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164 Of Profane Hiſtory. 
ceremonies, impious ſacrifices, and deteftable prin. 
ciples, which idolatry, the daughter and mother of 
ignorance and corruption of heart, has brought 
forth to the reproach of human reaſon and under. 
ſtanding, there are ſtill to be diſcerned ſome preci. 
ous remains of almoſt all the fundamental truths of 
our holy religion, We find in it particularly the ex- 
iſtence of a Being ſupreme in power, and ſupreme. 
ly juſt, the abſolute Lord of Kings and Kingdoms, 
whole Providence rules all the events of this life, 
whoſe juſtice prepares for the next tl: rewards and 
chaſtiſements that are due to the righteous and the 
wicked; and laſtly, whole all-piercing eye ſees into 
the inmoſt recefles of our ſouls, and fills them with 
trouble and confuſion, whether we will or no. But 
as I have already treated of this ſubje& more at 
large in the - preliminary diſcourſe prefixed to the 
url volume, I ſhall dwell no longer upon it here. 
Theſe, in my opinion, are the principal obſervati- 
tions youth ſhould be directed to make, whilit they 
are ſtudying hiſtory, taking care at the ſame time to 
proportion them to their age and capacity, and never 
propoſing any reflections to them they are not capa- 
ble of comprehending. I ſhall now proceed to apply 
theſe general principles to particular examples, in the 
cleareſt and moſt intelligible manner in my power. 


CHAP. II. 


The Application of the foregoing Rules to ſome parti. 
cular Facts in Hiſtory. 


JN making the application of the principles I have 
here laid down, I ſhall ſelect, firſt from the hiſto: 
ry of the Perſians and Greeks, and then from that 
of the Romans, certain portions and particular facts, 
to which I ſhall add fome reffections. 
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AR ern the . 
Of the Hiſtory of the PE RSLANS and GREEKS, 


THE firſt piece taken from the hiſtory of the 


Perſians. 
En. 


T ſhall divide what I have to ſay cor cerning Cy 
rus into three parts; his education; his firſt expedi- 
ons; the taking of Babylon, and his lait conqueſts. 
I ſhall relate only the moſt important circumſtances 
of theſe events, and fuch as appear to me moſt pro- 
per for the inſtruction of youth. Thele I ſhall extract 
from Xenophon, whom I take here for my guide, 
a the author moſt worthy of credit upon this articles. 


I. The Education CY RUS. Cyrop. lib. r;. 


Cyrus was the ſon of Cambyſes King of Perſia, and 
Mandane the daughter of Aſtyages King of the 


Medes. k He was beautiful in his- per fon; but far 


more eſtimable for the excellent endowments of his 
mind. Ke was exceeding- courteous- and humane, 
defirous of learning, and ardent for glory. He ne- 
ver feared any danger, nor ſhunned any labour, 
where honour was to be acquired. He was brought 
up after the cuſtom of: the Perſians, which at that 
time was admirable. | | | 
The public good, and general utility wasthe prin- 
ciple and end of all their laws. "Flite education: of 
children was confidered: as the moſt important duty 
and-effermial part of the government. The care of it 
vas not entruſted to fathers and mqghers, whom a: 
blind: and tender indulgence often rendered incapa- 
lle of it; the ſtate charged itſelf with it. They were: 
A brought: 
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brought up together, and in the fame manner. They 
did nothing but by rule ; the place and duration of 
their exerciſes, were fixed, the time of their meals, 
the quality of what they were to eat and drink, the 
number of their maſters, and the different kinds of 
correction. Their whole food, as well for children 
as young men, was bread, and creſſes, and water; 
for their view was to habituate them early to tempe- 
rance and ſobriety ; and beſides, this ſort of ſimple 
and frugal food, without any mixture of ſauces and 
ragoos, ſtrengthened their bodies, and laid a founda- 
tion of health capable of ſupporting the ſevereſt fa- 
tigues of war till they grew old, | as is obſerved of 
Cyrus, who found himſelf as ſtrong and robuſt in 
his old age, as he was in his. youth. They learnt ju- 
ſtice in fchools, as in other places they do litera- 
ture; and ingratitude was the crime they punithed 
moſt ſeverely. 

The view of the Perſians in all theſe wiſe inftity- 
tions was to be beforehand with evil, as they were per: 
fuaded that it was better to prevent faults. than pu- 
niſh them; and whereas in other nations they were 
contented with inflicting puniſhments upon crimt 
nals, the Perſians endeavoured in a manner: to hin- 
der there being any eriminals amongſt them. 

They continued in the claſs of children till they 
were ſixteen or ſeventeen years otd ; they then en- 
tered the claſs of youths, They were then laid un- 
der the greateſt reſtraints, as that age ſtood moſt in 
need of them. They ſpent ten years in this clals, 
During this interval, they, were every night upon 
guard, as well for the ſecurity of the city, as to e- 
nure them to fatigue. In the day-time they went to 
receive orders from their governors, attended the 
King when he went a hunting, or applied them- 
ſelves to their exerciſes. | . 
ne third elaſs was formed of men grown, and 
there they continued five and twenty years, From 


henee were taken all the officers, that were to . 
| man 


cyrus non fut imbecillior in ſenectute, quam in juyertuts. Ci 
Je ſenect. n. 38. | ö 
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mand in the troops, and fill the different poſts, 3 
ployments, and dignities of the ſtate. And henee 
they paſſed into the laſt claſs, from whence the wi- 


ſeſt and moſt experienced were choſen to form the 


public council. | 

By this means every citizen might aſpire to the 
firſt offices of the ſtate ; but none could arrive at 
them, till they had paſſed through theſe different 
claſſes, and became capable of them by all theſe ex- 
erciſes, | | 

Cyrus was brought up in this manner till he was 
twelve years old, and always excelled his equals, both 
in facility of learning, in courage, and dexterity in 
executing whatever he undertook, His mother 
Mandane then carried him into Media to viſit his. 
grandfather Aſtyages, who had heard ſo much of the 
fame of this young prince, that he was very defirous 
of ſeeing him. He found the manners of the Me- 
dian court very different from thoſe of his. own 
country, Pomp, luxury, and magnificence univer- 
fally prevailed, He was not at all dazzled with it, 
and without criticiſing, or condemning it, he ſtood 
firm to the principles he had imbibed from his infan- 
ey. He charmed his grandfather with his wit and 
vivacity, and gained all hearts by his noble and en- 
paging carriage, of which I ſhall relate a ſingle in- 
ſtance, from which we may form a judgment of the 
reſt, : 

Aſtyages, to make his grandſon think no more of 
returning into. his own country, prepared a ſumptu- 
ous entertainment, in which he ſpared for no ex- 
pence, either as to the quantity, or the quality and 
delicacy of meats, Cyrus looked upon all theſe pre- 
parations with a great deal of indifference. And as 
Aſtyages ſeemed very much ſurprized at it; The 
Pertians, ſays he, inſtead of ſo many turnings and 
windings to ſatisfy their hunger, take a much ſhorter 
way to the ſame end; a little bread and creſſes will 
do it at any time, His grandfather giving him leave 
to diſpoſe of the diſhes that were ſerved up as he 
tought fit, he diſtributed them immediately — | 
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ſuch of the king's officers as were preſent ; to one he 
gave, becauſe he taught him to ride ; to another, 
becauſe he ſerved Aityages well; to a third, he. 
cauſe he was very careful of his mother. Sacas, 
Aſtyages's cup-bearer, was the only perſon to whom 
he gave nothing. 'Fhis officer, beſides his place of 
cup-bearer, had the poſt of introducing ſuch as 
were to have an audience of the king; and as it was 
not poſſible for him to grant this favour to Cyrus as 
often as he required it, he had the misfortune to 
diſpleaſe the young prince, who expreſſed his reſent- 
ment upon this occaſion, | Aſtyages ſeemed uncaſy 
that he had offered this affront to an officer, for 
whom he had a particular eſteem, and who deſerved 
it for his wonderful addreſs in diſcharging his office; 
And is that enough, papa, anſwers Cyrus, to me- 
&« rit your favour? then I ſhould ſoon have obtain - 
« ed it, for I'll anſwer for it I can ſerve you better 
< than he.” The little Cyrus was immediately e- 
quipped in the habit of a cup-bearer. He advance 

ravely with a ſerious air, and a napkin thrown over 
his ſhoulder, and holding the cup nicely on three of : 
his fingers, he preſented it to the King with a dexte- I. 
rity and grace, that charmed Aſtyages and Man-. 
dane. When this was done, he threw his arms a- WW .. 
round his grandfather's neck, and kiſſing him cried WM di 
out with great joy, O Sacas, poor Sacas, tlrou art WW 


« undone, I ſhall have thy place.” Aſtyages was WW ,1 
mightily pleaſed. with bim; „And well, ſays he, 
* my. boy, thou ſhalt have it; no body can ſerve CG 
me better. But you have forgot one part of the W; 
ceremony, which is to taſte of it before you give lay 
it.“ It was it ſeems the cuſtom for the cup-bearer any 
to pour out a little of the liquor into his left hand, ho- 
and taſte it, before he prefented the cup to the king. M vas 
* Twas. not through forgetfulneſs, anſwered Cyrus, we 
that I did not do fo,” What then, fays Aſtyas ges 
« ges! "Twas becaufe I apprehended the liquor to nd 


1 be poifon.” * Poifon ! how ſo?” © Yes indeed, whe 
% papa; for it is not long ſince I took notice, at an 


entertainment you gave the lords of your court, 
| ; 4 tht 
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that after they had drank a little of that liquor, 
«all their heads were turned. They bawled and 
« ſung, and talked like madmen. You yourſelf 
„ ſeemed to have forgot that you were king, and 
they that they were your ſubjects. At laſt, when 
you got up to dance, you could not ſtand with- 
* out ſtaggering.” * How, replies Aſtyages, does 
not the ſame thing happen to your father?“ “Ne- 
« ver, anſwered Cyrus.“ How then?“ “ Why, 
„when he has drank, he is no longer a-dry, and 
that's all.” | 9 

His mother Mandane being upon the point of re- 
turning into Perſia, he chearfully complied with the 
repeated inſtances of his grandfather to continus in 
Media, becauſe he ſaid, as he did not ride well e- 
nough yet, he might have time to perfect himſelf in 
that exereiſe, which was not practiſed in Perſia, the 
dryneſs of the ſoil, and mountainous fituation of 
the country not admitting the breeding of horſes. 


During this interval that he paſſed at court, he 


gained the eſteem and love of all mankind. He was 
mild, affable, obliging, good-natured, and liberal. 


If the young lords had any favour to beg of the 


king, he ſolicited it for them. If there was any 
cauſe of complaint againſt them, he was their me- 
diator with che king. He made their buſineſs his 
own, and managed to well, that he always obtained 
what he deſired. | | 
Cambyſes recalling Cyrus to complete the time al- 
lotted for the finiſhing of his exerciſes in Perſia, he 
immediately ſet forward on his journey, that his de- 
lay might neither give his father, nor his country, 
any cauſe to complain of him. It then appeared 
how tenderly he was beloved. At his departure he 
Was accompanied by all the world, thoſe of his own 
age, young men and old, all attended him. Aſtya- 
ges went with him on horſeback a confiderable way; 
ad when he was obliged to take his leave, the 
Yhole company broke out into tears. 
| | Thus 
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Thus Cyrus returned into Perſia, where he con- 
tinued one year more in the claſs of children. His 
eompanions expected to find a great alteration in his 
manners, after having ſpent ſo much time in ſo vo- 
luptuous and ſplendid a court as that of Media, But 
when they ſaw he was contented with their ordinary 
table, and upon days of feaſting was more ſober and 
reſerved than any of them, they looked upon him 
with new admiration, | 

He paſſed from this firſt claſs into the fecond, 
which is that of the young men; where he ſhewed 
that he had not his equal in addreſs, patience, and 
obedience. | 85 : | I 
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REFLECTToNS. 


T ſhall not attempt to make any upon the prece- Nc 
ding ſtory ; they offer themſelves in abundance to n 
the reader, and cannot eſcape the view of the moſt W;1, 
dim- ſighhted. We fee here how much a maſculine, WM, 
robuſt, and vigorous education contributes at the ri. 
ſame time to ſtrengthen the body,” and enlarge the ue 
mind; and that the beſt means for young gentlemen I eſ 
of quality to acquire eſteem and affection, is not by of 
aſſuming airs of grandeur, but by a civil and obliging Mc, 
deportment. I cannot but take notice how arttully det 
the hiſtorian has introduced the excellent lecture he Har- 
has given againſt drunkenneſs, He might have done 
it in a grave and ſerious manner, and with the air 
of a philoſopher ; for Xenophon, as much a ſoldier 
as'he was, was no leſs a philoſopher than Socrates 
his maſter. Inſtead of this, he puts it into thema 
mouth of a child, and diſguiſes it under the veil of 
a little ſtory, told in the original with all the jpirt 
and prettineſs imaginable. I don't doubt, but it 
wholly his own invention; and it is in this ſenſe, in part 
my opinion, we ſhould underſtand what | Tully fays 
of this admirable work; That the author has no 
pretended to follow the ſtrict rules of truth ys I 

N Orp, 
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ſtory, but deſigned to give princes in the perſon of 
Cyrus a perfect model of the manner in which they 
ought to govern their ſubjects. Cyrus ile à Xeno- 
phonte non ad fidem hiftorig ſcriptus, ſed ad effigiem jus 
i imperii. That is, he has added to the ſubſtance 
of the hiſtory, which is very true in itſelf, as I ſhall 
ſoon have occaſion to obſerye, ſome particular cir- 
cumſtances, to exalt its beauty, and ſerve for the in- 
ſtruction of mankind, Such is, in my opinion, the 
hiſtory of the little Cyrus turned cup-bearer, which 
ſhews how diſhonourable drunkenneſs is to princes, 
far better than all the precepts of philoſophers, 


Cyrop. lib. 1, &c. 


Aſtyages king of the Medes being dead, his ſon 
Cyaxares, brother to Mandane the mother of Cy- 
rus, ſucceeded him. He was ſcarce ſettled upon the 
throne, before he found himſelf engaged in a terrible 
war, He received advice that the king of the Aſſy- 
rians was raiſing a powerful army againſt him, that 
he had already drawn over ſeveral other princes to 


elpouſe his quarrel, and among the reſt Crœſus king 


of Lydia, He immediately diſpatched an embaſſy to 
Cambyſes to demand his aſſiſtance, with orders to 
d:lire that Cyrus might have the command of the 
army that ſhould be ſent to his aid, 'They obtained 
their requeſt without much difficulty. The young 
prince was then in the claſs of men grown, after 
having paſſed ten years in the ſecond. The joy was 
univerſal, when it was known that Cyrus was 
marching at the head of the army, It conſiſted of 
thirty thouſand foot, for the Perſians had then no 
horſe; beſides a thouſand young officers, the choice 
ff the nation, who marched as volunteers, from a 
particular attachment they had to the perſon of Cyrus: 
He ſet forward, without loſing any time, but not 
W after he had invoked the aflittance of the 89g. 

l ; or 


Il. The firfl Expeditions and Conqueſts of Cyrus, 
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For his great principle, which he learnt from his {4. 
ther, was never to enter upon any action, whether 
great or ſmall, without firſt conſulting the gods, 
Cambyſes had often repreſented to him, that hu- 
man prudence was very ſhort- ſighted, and the views 
of men confined within narrow bounds ; that they 
could not penetrate into futurity, and what they of. 
ten thought was moſt for their advantage, became 
the cauſe of their deſtruction ; whereas the gods be- 
ing eternal know all things, the future as well as 
the paſt, and m inſpire thoſe they love with what is 
moſt proper for them to undertake ; a protection WM 
they owe to none, and grant only to ſuch as cal 
upon them and conſult them, | 

Cambyſes was pleaſed to accompany his ſon as i 1 
far as the frontiers of Perſia, By the way he gave Ml | 
him excellent inſtructions upon the duties of a ge- 
neral of an army. I have already obſerved, in an- 
other place, that Cyrus, who thought he was a per- 
fect maſter in the trade of war, after having ſtudied WM P 
it ſo long under the moſt experienced officers of his n 
time, owned then that he was abſolutely ignorant t 
of the moſt eſſential part of the art military, till he 
had learnt it from this familiar diſcourſe, which de. 
ſerves to be carefully read, and ſeriouſly confidered 
by all perſons deſigned for the profeſſion of arms, 
I ſhall mention but one inſtance, from whence we 
may judge of the reft, 

The point was, how to make the ſoldiers ſubmil- 
five and obedient. The eaſieſt and ſureſt method, in 
my opinion, ſays Cyrus, is to commend and reward 
the obedient, and to puniſh and diſgrace the diſobe- 
dient That's right, anſwered Cambyſes, if you 
would bring them to it by force; but the buſineſs 1s, 
how -to make them ſubmit voluntarily. Now the the! 
ſureſt way of ſucceeding herein, is to convince tholW que 


over whom we command, that we know better what i 
| 15 ma 


n They imputed every branch of their ſucceſs to divine prov! bn 
dence, even what they caught ir: hunting. Venatio nobis ha, * Sh 
mici, ſays Cyrus, volente Deo proſpera futura eſt, Cyrop . lib. 
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is fit for them than they do themſelves; for all man- 
kind will readily obey thoſe, of whom they have 
this opinion. From this principle ariſes the blind 
ſubmiſſion, which the fick pay to their phyſician, 
travellers to their. guide, and ſca-faring men to their 
ilot. Their obedience is wholly founded upon a 
perſuaſion, that the phyſician, the guide, and the 
pilot know more of the matter than themſelves. 
But what muſt we do, ſays Cyrus again to his fa- 
ther, to appear more able and prudeat than others ?. 
By being really ſo, replies Cambyſes; and to this 
end applying diligently to our profeſſion, ſeriouſly 
ſtudying all the rules of it, conſulting the ableſt maſ- 
ters with docility and care, neglecting nothing which 
may make our enterprizes ſucceed ; and above all 
imploring the aſſiſtance of the Gods, who alone give 
prudence and ſucceſs. | 
When Cyrus was arrived in Media, and with Cy- 
axares, the firſt thing he did, after the uſual com- 


pliments, was to inform himſelf of the quality and 


number of the troops on both fides, He found, by 
the liſt that was given in, that the enemy's army a- 
mounted to ſixty thouſand horſe, and two hundred 
thouſand foot, and conſequently that their horſe were 
two thirds more than thoſe of the Medes and Perſi- 
ans together, and that the latter had ſcarce half their 
foot. 80 great an inequality threw Cyaxares into 
great terror and confuſion. He could not think of 
any other expedicnt than the 'drawing freſh troops 
out of Perſia, and in greater number than before, 
But beſides that this remedy would have been very 
low, it ſeemed impracticable, Cyrus immediately 
propoſed a ſurer and ſhorter method; and this was 
to change the arms of the Perſians ; and as moſt of 
them uſed only the bow and the javelin, and conſe- 

quenty fought only at a diſtance, in which way of 
ighting the greater number eaſily carried it over the 

imaller, he thought it adviſable to arm them in ſuch 
a manner, that they might come immediately to cloſe 

ught with the enemy, and thereby render the mul- 

titu te 
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titude of their troops unſerviceable. This advice 
was approved and put in execution immediately. 

One day as Cyrus was making a review of his ar. 
my, a courier came to him from Cyaxares with ad- 
vice, that embaſſadors were juſt arrived from the 
King of the Indies; and therefore he deſired he 
would come preſently to him: And for this reaſon, 
Tays he, I have brought you a rich veſtment ; for 
the King deſires you would be magnificently dreſſed 
in preſence of the Indians, for the honour of the 
nation, Cyrus loſt no time, but ſet forward imme- 
diately with his troops to attend upon the King, n 
without putting on any other habit than his own; 
and as Cyaxares at firſt ſeemed ſomewhat diſpleaſcd 
at it, Should T have done you more honour, replies 
Cyrus, by cloathing myſelf in purple, and putting on 
a load of bracelets and gold chains, if with all 
this I had tarried longer before I came, than I now 
do you by the ſweat of my brows and my diligence, 
in letting all the world ſee with what readineſs your 
orders are executed ? | 

'Cyrus's great care was to engage the affection of 
the troops, to gain the inclination of the officers, 
and acquire the love and eſteem of the ſoldiers. 'To 
this end he treated them all with gentleneſs and good- 
nature, made himſelf popular and affable, invited them 
often to dine with him, and eſpecially thoſe who were 
diſtinguiſhed amongſt the troops. He valued money 
only for the ſake ot diſtributing it. He gave preſents 
liberally to every one according to his merit and con- 
dition; to one a buckler, to another. a ſword, or 
{ſomething of a like nature. He thought a general 
was to diſtinguiſh himſelf by his greatneſs of ſoul, 
his generoſity, and inclination to do good; and not 
by luxury in eating, or magnificence in dreſs and e- 
quipage, and till leſs by haughtineſs and pride. 

Obſerving all his troops full of ardour and cov- 


rage, he propoſed to Cyaxares to lead them againſt 
| the 
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the enemy. They therefore began their march, after 
they had offered ſacrifices to the Gods. When the 
armies were in ſight of each other, they prepared 
for the battle. The Aſſyrians were encamped in the 
open plain; Cyrus on the other hand was covered 
by ſome villages, and ſmall eminences. 'They ſpent 
ſome days in looking upon. one another, At laſt the 
Aſſyrians came firſt out of their camp in very great 
numbers, and Cyrus advanced with his. troops. Be- 
fore they came within a. bow-ſhot, he gave the word 
of command, which. was, Jupiter the helper and con- 
ductor. He cauſed the uſual hymn to. be ſung in ho- 
nour of Caſtor and Pollux, and. the foldiers full of 
religious ardour (8s5.) made the reſponſes with a 
loud voice. 9 In the whole army of Cyrus nothing 
was to be diſcerned but chearfulneſs, emulation, cou- 
rage, mutual exhortations, prudence, and obedience, 
which caſt a ſtrange terror into the hearts of the e- 
nemies. For, ſays the hiſtorian here, it was obſer-- 
ved, that thoſe who moſt feared the Gods upon theſe 
occaſions were the leaſt afraid of men. The Aflyri-- 
an archers, flingers, and darters of javelins, made 
their diſcharges before the enemy was within reach, 
But the Perſians, encouraged. by the preſence and 
example of Cyrus, came at once to a clofe engage- 
ment, and broke the firſt battalions. The Afiyrians 
could not ſuſtain ſo rude a ſhock, and took all to 
their heels, The Median horſe moved forward at the 
lame time to fall upon that of the enemy, who were 
alſo ſoon routed. They were briſkly purſued, as far 
s their camp. The ſlaughter was terrible, and the 
Aflyrian King loſt his life in. the field. Cyrus did 
not think himſelf in a condition to force them in 
their entrenchments, and ſounded a retreat. . 

The Aſſyrians in the mean while, their King ſlain, 
and the braveſt men in the army loſt, were in a 
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ſtrange conſternation. Crœſus and the other allics, 
tolt alfo all hope. So that they had no thoughts but 


of eſcaping by favour of the night. 

Cyrus had rightly foreſeen it, and prepared for a 
vigorous purſuit. But this was not to be done with- 
out horſe, and the Perſians, as we have already ob- 
ferved, had none. He went therefore to Cyaxares, i 
and told him of his deſign. Cyaxares very much diſ. Wh 
approved it, and repreſented to him the danger there 
Was in driving ſo powerful an enemy to extremes, 
who might perhaps be inſpired with courage by be-! 
ing driven to deſpair; that it was prudent to uſe 
good fortune with moderation, and not to 
loſe the fruit of a victory by too much eager- ! 
neſs; that beſides, he was unwilling to compel the 
Medes, or prevent them from taking the repoſe they 
had ſo juſtly deſerved. Cyrus at laſt defired leave . 
only to carry ſuch with him, as were willing to fol- 
low him, and got the conſent of Cyaxares with great “* 
difficulty, who had no thought but of paſſing his et 
time in feaſting and rejoicing with his officers, 
for the victory he had ſo lately gained. 

Almoſt all the Medes followed Cyrus, who began W © 
his march in purſuit of the enemy. He met in his 


way couriers from the Hyrcanians, who ſerved in the of 
enemy's army, to tell him, that as ſoon as he appear- WW"? 
ed, they were ready to ſubmit to him, and in reality 0 
they did ſo, He loſt no time, but marching all night ful 
came up with the Aſſyrians. Crœſus had ſent hy® 
wives before in the cool of the evening, for it was dix 
then ſummer, and w:s following after them with Ar 
ſome horſe, The Aſſyrians were in the utmoſt conſter- lhe 
nation, when they ſaw the enemy at their heels, Ma- 
ny of them were killed in the flight; all that were ot | 
left in the camp ſurrendered ; the victory was com. 1 


plete, and the booty immenſe. Cyrus kept to himſelf 
the horſes that were found in the camp, defigt- ” 
01 


ing from that time to form a body of Perſian horſe, 


which till then they had not. Every thing of the 


greateſt value he ſet apart for Cyaxares. vY 
the 
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the Medes and Hyrcanians were returned from purſu- 
ing the enemy, he made them partake of a repaſt he 
had prepared for them, bidding them ſend only ſome 


| bread to the Perſians, who had every thing clic that 


was neceſſary for them both as to delicacy and drink. 
Their ſauce was hunger, and their drink the water 
from the river. This was the manner of living, to 
which they had been accuſtomed from their in fancy. 

Cyaxares had paſſed the night, that Cyrus ſpent 
in purſuit of the enemy, in joy and feaſting, and had: 
got drunk with his principal officers. When he a- 
waked the next morning, he was ſtrangely ſurprized 
to ſee himſelf left almoſt alone. Full of rage and 
indignation, he immediately diſpatched a meſſenger 
to the army with orders to reproach Cyrus, and 
make the Medes return directly. Cyrus was under 
no concern at ſo unjuſt a command, He wrote back 
a reſpectful letter, but with a generous freedom, in 
which he juſtifed his conduct, and reminded him. 
of the leave he had granted to all the Medes, that- 
were willing to follow him. He ſent at the ſame. 
time into Perſia for freſh. troops, deſigning to ex 
tend his conqueſts {till farther.. 

Among the priſoners of war. was a young Princeſs : 
of exquiſite beauty, reſerved for Cyrus. She was 


mmed Panthea, and was wife to Abradates King of 


duſiana. Upon the. report of her beauty, Cyrus re- 
fuſed to ſee her, apprehending, as he ſaid, leſt ſuch 
an object ſhould engage his affection too much, and 
divert him from the great deſigns he had formed. 
Araſpes, a young Median lord, in : whofe cuſtody 
ſhe had been, did not ſuſpect his own weakneſs ſo» 
much, and affirmed. that a man was always maſter - 
of himſelf. Cyrus gave him prudent. advice, and 
put the princeſs again into his hands. Fear not, re- - 
plies Araſpes, I am ſecure. of myſelf, and will lay- 
my life on't that I do nothing contrary to my duty. 
However, his paſſion for the princeſs increaſed by - 
tle and little to ſuch a degree, that finding her- 
wvincibly averſe to his deſires, he was upon the- 

* point: 
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point of offering her violence. The Princeſs mad: 
her complaint to Cyrus, who preſently ſent Artaba. 
zus to expoſtulate in his name with Araſpes. This 
officer chid him. with the utmoſt ſeverity, and {et 
his fault before him in ſuch a light, as almoſt threy 
him into deſpair, Araſpes overwhelmed with grief, 
could not refrain from tears, and was ſtruck dumb 
with ſhame and. terror. Some days after, Cyrus ſent 
for him; and. he came all trembling and diſordered, 
Cyrus took him afide, and inſtead of the violent re. 
proaches he expected, ſpoke to him with the utmoſt 
mildneſs, owning that he had been to blame for im- 
prudently ſhutting him up with ſo formidable an e. 
nemy. Such unexpected goodneſs. gave life to the 
voung lord. His confuſion, joy, and gratitude, 
drew tears from his eyes in abundance. It is now, 
ſays he; that I begin to know myſelf, and ſenſibly 
to prove that I have two ſouls, one that inclines me 
to do well, and the other that urges me to milchicf, 
The firit is always ſuperior, when you are by to al- 
fiſt me, and are talking with me; and I yield to the 
other and am. overcome, when I am alone by my- 
ſelf. He made ample amends afterwards for his 
fault, and did Cyrus a conſiderable ſervice by retreat- 
ing as a ſpy to the Aſſyrians, under the pretext of 
a pretended diſcontent. 

Cyrus in the mean time prepared to advance into 
the enemy's country. None of the Medes would quit 
him, nor return without him to Cyaxares, whose 
rage and craclty they apprehended. The army be- 
gan their march. The good treatment Cyrus had 
given the priſoners of war, by ſending them all back 
tree into their own country, had ſpread a gener! 
rumour of his clemency. Many of the people ſub— 
mitted to him, and increaſed the nuntber of his 
troops. When he drew nigh to Babylon, he ſent a 
challenge to the king of Afyria, offering to decide 
the quarrel by a ſingle combat. But this challenge 


was not accepted. However, for the ſecurity of bs. 


lies during his abſence, he entered into a kind of 
| truce 
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truce and treaty with him, by which it was agreed 
on both ſides, that the huſbandmen ſhould not be 
diſturbed, but have full liberty to till the ground. 
And thus after he had taken a view of the country, 


examined the ſituation of Babylon, and enlarged 


the number of his friends and allies, he returned 
towards Media. 


When he drew near the frontiers, he ſent depu- 
ties to Cyaxares, to give him notice of his arrival, 


and to receive his orders, Cyaxares did not think 
it adviſeable to admit ſo confiderable an army into 
his country, which was beſides to be augmented 
the addition of forty thouſand men, lately arrived 
from Perſia, The next day he ſet forward on his 
journey with the horſe that remained with him, Cy- 
rus advanced to meet him with his, who were very 
numerous and in good order, 'The fight of them a- 


wakened the jealouſy and diſcontent of Cyaxares. 


He gave his nephew a very cold reception, turned 


afide his face, and declined his kifs, and even let 
fall ſome tears. Cyrus commanded all that ſtood 


by him to withdraw, and reaſoned with him upon. 


the occaſion. He ſpoke with ſo much mildneſs, ſub- 
miflion, and force; gave him ſuch ſtrong proofs of 


his integrity, reſpect, and inviolable attachment to 


his perſon and intereſts, that he removed in a mo- 


ment all his ſuſpicions, and was perfectly reſtored to. 


his good graces. They mutually embraced each other, 


and ſhed tears on both ſides. The joy of the Medes 


and Perſians was inexpreſſible, who waited for the 
fue of this interview with fear and trembling. Cy- 
Mares and Cyrus immediately mounted their horſes, 
and then all the Medes poſted themſelves behind 
Cyaxares, purſuant to the fignal Cyrus had given 
them. The Pertians followed Cyrus, and the other 
nations their reſpective Princes, When they were ar- 
rived at the camp, they conducted Cyaxares to the 
tent which had been prepared for him. He was im- 
mediately viſited by moſt of the Medes, who came to 


pay their reſpects to him, and make him preſents, 


lome of their own accord, and others by the direction 
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of Cyrus. Cyaxares was extremely affected with it, 

and began to be convinced that Cyrus had not de. 

bauched his ſubje&s from him, but that the Medes 

os him the ſame affectionate regard.they had done 
efore. | 


RERFPEL EBC TIO NS. 


This whole ſtory is full of inſtruction. We ſe: 
in Cyrus all the qualifications requiſite to form z 
great man, and in his troops whatever renders an 
army invincible. This young prince, far ſuperior 
in his ſentiments. to thoſe of his rank and age, pla- 
ced not his glory in magnificent repaſts, clothes, and 


equipages, He was unacquainted- with the airs of Hd 
haughtineſs and pride, by which young men of Ml: 
quality often imagine they diſtinguiſh. themſelves. Ws: 
He valued riches. only for the pleaſure of diſtribu- m. 


ting them, and the opportunity. they gave him of HA 
adding to the number of his friends. He p was Wn: 
ſurpriſingly a-maſter in the art of gaining the affec - Nui 
tions of others, and ſtill more by his obliging de- 
portment and engaging behaviour, than his libera- III 
lity. As he was perfectly acquainted with the ſci- 
ence of war, he abounded in ſtratagems and expe- 
dients; witneſs. the change of arms and eſtabliſf- 
ment of cavalry which he introduced amongſt the 
Perſians, He was ſober, vigilant, inured to labour, C 
inſenſible to the allurements of pleaſure ; and the Tk 
\ contraſt between him and Cyaxares very much ex- are 
alts the value of his excellent-qualities. bei 
At an age, when the paſſions are uſually moſt vio- 
lent, and in the very heat of victory, when ever) 
thing ſeems allowable, in the midſt of the applauſes: 
and praiſes: he received on all ſides, he always re- 
mained abſolute maſter of himſelf, and. gaye-a young 
lord, who was very unlike him, ſuch lectures of 


continence. and virtue, as are ſurpriſing even to Us. 
i : | | that. 


P Artificium benevolertiae eolligendae, ſays Tully, ſpeaking of 
Cyr US». Ep · 1. ad Quint. fratrem. | ; 
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hat are Chriſtians, and are ſo very remote from our 


de. I nanners, that they ſeem almoſt incredible. And 
edes WF But what muſt aſtoniſh us ſtill more, is the infi- 
lone White veneration he paid to the gods, his exactneſs in 


forming no enterprize without conſulting them, and 
mploring their affiſtance ; his religious acknowledg- 
ment of their favours, by aſcribing all his good 
ſucceſs to them; and the open profeſſion of piety 
ind religion he was not aſhamed to make at all 
times, and upon all occaſions, if J may be allowed 
to uſe theſe terms in the caſe of a prince, who was 
ignorant of the true God. 


may not be amiſs to obſcrve to them, that one of 
the greateſt commanders in the Roman republic 
vas formed upon this model, I mean the ſecond 
Scipio Africanus, who had the admirable books of 


1 of em lib ros non fine cauſa nofter ille Scipio Africanus de 
Was Hnanibus ponere non folebat, Nullum eſt enim prater- 
ec Num in his officium diligentis et moderati imperii. 


Ta-. 752 continuation of the war. The taking of Bas 


[ct- yon. New conqueſts. The death of Cyrus. Cy- 
5 rop. lib. 6, &c. ; 

the In the council, which was held in preſence of 
ur, Meyaxares, it was refolved to continue the war. 
he They made preparations for it with indefatigable 


ardour, The enemy's army were {till more in num- 
der than they had been the preceding campaign, and 
Egypt alone furniſhed above ſixſcore thouſand men. 
They met at Thymbraea, a city of Lydia. Cyrus, 
ifter taking all neceſſary precautions for ſupplying 


re- lis army with every thing it might want, in which 
ag Wc was ſurpriſingly particular, as Xenophon relates 


i large, determined to begin his march, Cyaxares 
lid not follow him, but tarried behind with a third 


Us. 
1a. Part 
of | 


1 Cic. ep. 1. ad Quint. fratrem, 


This is what youth muſt ſtudy in Cyrus; and it 


the Cyropædia continually in his hands. 4 Quo, gui- 
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part of the Medes only, that he might not leave hi ee 
country entirely without troops. ; Al 
As Abradates, king of Suſiana, was preparing to re 
put on his armour, his wife Panthea brought hin fa 
an helmet, with bracelets and lockets of maſſy gold, 
a coat of arms fit for him plaited to the bottom, 
and a large plume of feathers of a purple colour, 
She had wrought the moſt part of them with her 
own hands unknown to her huſband, that ſhe might 
have the pleaſure of ſurpriſing him with the preſent, 
And, though paſſionately fond of him, ſhe exhort- 
ed him rather to die with his arms in his hand, than 
not ſignalize himſelf by ſome action worthy their 
birth, and the character ſhe had given of him to 
Cyrus. We, ſays the, are under the higheſt obli- 
gations to him, When I was his priſoner, and, as 
fuch, deſigned for him, I was not treated as a ſlave 
by him, nor reſtored to liberty upon ſhameful con- 
ditions. He took as much care of me, as if I had 
been the wife of his own brother; and I promiſed 
him that. you ſhould be grateful for ſuch a favour, 
Be not therefore unmindful of it. O Jupiter, cries 
Abradates, lifting up his eyes to heaven, grant that 
J may this. day ſhew nel a huſband worthy of 
Panthea, and a friend that deſerves ſo generous a 
benefactor. When he had ſaid this, he mounted 
his chariot, Panthea, who could hold him no 
longer in her arms, kiſſed the chariot, and follow- 
ing it for ſome time on foot, at length retired. 

When the armies were come within view of each 
other, they prepared for battle. After public and 
general prayers, Cyrus offered libations in par: 
ticular, and again beſought the god of his father to 
eſpouſe his cauſe, and guide him with his aſſiſtance. 
And hearing a clap of thunder, he cried out, / 
follow thee, t O Jupiter Supreme; and inſtantly ad- 
vanced towards the enemy. As the front of their 


battle far exceeded that of the Perſians, they in the 
n center 


r God indeed was actually his guide, but a very different God 
from Jupiter. 
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enter ſtood till, whilſt the two wings advanced, in- 

clining to the right and left, with a deſign to fur- 
round the army of Cyrus, and charge him at the 
fame time in ſeveral places. This was what he ex- 
pected, and was not at all ſurprifed at. He ran 
through all the ranks to encourage his troops, and, 


much modefty, and was ſo remote from all appear- 
ance of vanity, when he was upon the point to en- 
gage, he cried out with a reſolute and deciſive voice, 
Follow to certain victory; the gods are on our ſide. 
After giving all neceflary orders, and cauſing the 
vſual hymn to be ſung through all the army, he 
gave the ſignal. 

Cyrus began with attacking the wing of the ene- 
my, which had advanced upon the right flank of 
his army, and having charged it alto in flank, put 
t into diſorder, 'The ſame was done on the other 
hide, where they made the ſquadron of camels ad- 
ance firſt, The enemy's cavalry did not wait their 
coming up; but as ſoon as the horſes faw them at a 
diſtance, they fell back upon one another, and ſome 
pf them prancing and flinging, threw their riders 
0the ground, The chariots armed with ſcythes, 
paiſhed what was wanting to complete the confui— 
mM, In the mean time, Abradates, who command- 
d the chariots that were placed at the head of the 
my, brought them on full ſpeed. The enemy was 
nable to ſuſtain ſo rough a charge, and were put 
0 the rout, Abradates having pierced them, fell 


and pon the battalions of the Egyptians ; but his cha- 
dar- Wit being unfortunately overturned, he was flain 
r to With his men, after having given extraordinary 
1c. roofs of his valour. The battle was fierce on that 
ſe ae, and the Perſians were forced to fall back as far 
ad- N cheir machines. There the Egyptians found them- 
heir eres much incommoded by the arrows that were 
wo at from thoſe rolling towers, and the battalions of 
lter 


de rear- guard of the Perſians advancing ſword in 
ud, hindered the archers from paſſing Farther, 
| | and 


though upon other occaſions he behaved with ſo 
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and obliged them to return to their poſt. Ther, 
was then nought elſe to be ſeen but rivers of blood 
ſtreaming on every ſide. In the mean time, Cyrus 
came up, after having put to flight whatever had 
oppoſed him. He was grieved to ſee the Perſians 
had given way, and judging the Egyptians woull 
{till go on to gain ground, he reſolved to attack 
them in the rear; and in an inſtant, having thrown 
himſelf with his troops behind their battalions, he 
charged them rudely. The horſe at the ſame time 
advanced, and attacked the enemy briſkly, The 
Egyptians, thus encompaſſed on every fide, faced 
about on all fides, and defended themiclves with 
wonderful courage. Cyrus at laſt admiring their un. 
lour, and being unwilling to ſuffer ſo many brate 
men to be cut in pieces, oftered them honourable 
conditions, repreſenting to them that all their allics 
had forſaken them. Theſe conditions were accept. 
ed, and they afterwards 4erved in his troops with 
inviolable fidelity. 
After the loſs of the battle, Crofus fled with 
great diligence to Sardis with his troops, whither 
Cyrus purſucd him the next day, and made himicl 
zaſter of the city without any reſiſtance. 8 
From thence he marched directly to Babylon, con 
quering by the way the greater Phrygia and Cappa 
docia, When he was come before the town, an 
had carefully examined its fituation, walls, and 
fortifications, every one judged it was abſolutch 


impoſſible to take it by force. He ſeemed, there m 
fore, reſolved upon the deſign of carrying it by f m 
mine. To this end, he cauſed very large and dee me 
ditches to be dug quite round the town, to prevent co 
as he ſaid, any thing from entering in or going out the 
The people of the city could not help ridiculing hn 


deſign to beſiege them; and as the town was fur 


niſhed with more than twenty years proviſions, th , 
made a jeſt of all the trouble he was at. When h me 
works were finiſhed, Cyrus was adviſed, that a gre! . . 
feſtival was ſoon to be ſolemnized, whereon all half in 


Babylonians 


1140 


Of Prefane Hiftory, 185 


Babylonians ſpent the night in drinking and revel · 
ling. Upon the night of the feſtival, which came 


on early, he cauſed the mouth of the trenches to be 


opened which pointed towards the river, when the 
water ruſhed impetuouſly into this new channel, 
and leaving its former bed dry, opened Cyrus a free 
paſſage into the city, His troops therefore entered 
without any reſiſtance. They marched forward till 
they came to the palace, where the king was ſlain, 
At break of day, the citadel ſurrendered upon the 


news that the town was taken, and the king dead. 


Cyrus cauſed proclamation to be made in all quar- 
ters, that whoever would eſcape with their lives, 


ſhould tarry in their houſes, and ſend him their 


arms; which was done immediately, And this was 
all the trouble this prince had in conquering the 
richeſt and ſtrongeſt city then in the world. | 
Cyrus began with returning thanks to the gods 
for the good ſucceſs they had granted him: He aſ- 
ſembled the principal officers, publicly commended 
their courage, wiſdom, zeal, and fidelity, and diſ- 
tributed rewards to the whole army, He then re- 
monſtrated to them, that the only way to preſerve 
what they had acquired, was to perſevere in their 
ancient virtue ; that the fruits of a victory did not 
confiſt in abandoning themſelves to eaſe and idle- 
neſs ; that after they had conquered the enemy by 


force of arms, it would be ſhameful to let them- - 


ſelves be conquered by the allurements of pleaſure ; 
that, laſtly, if they would retain their ancient glory, 
they muſt maintain the ſame diſcipline at Babylon a- 
mongſt the Perſians, as was obſerved in their own 
country,. and to this end employ their chief care in 


the good education of their children, By this 


means, ſays he, we ſhall daily grow more virtuous 
ourſelves, by ſtriving to ſet them good examples; 
and they cannot eaſily be corrupted, whilſt they nei- 
ther ſee nor hear any thing from us, but what has 
a tendency to virtue, and are continually employed 
in the practice of honeſt and commendable exercites, 

Vol. III. R | Cyrus 
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3 Cyrus confided the different parts and cares of the 
overnment to "different perſons, according to the 
talents he knew them to be maſters of; but he re- 
ſerved to himſelf alone the office of forming gene- 
rals, governors of provinces, miniſters, and ambaſ- 
fadors, 'as judging. this to be properly the duty and 
buſineſs of a king, and that whereon his glory, the 
ſucceſs of all his affairs, and the quiet and happineſs 
of the empire abſolutely depended. Matters rela- 
ting to the war, the finances, and the civil govern- 
ment, he diſpoſed in a ſurpriſing order. He had 
perſons of known probity diſperſed through all the 
provinces, who gave him an account of all that pal- 
ied; and theſe were called the eyes and ears of the 
prince, He was. careful to reward and honour all 
perſons diſtinguiſhed by their merit, and excelling 
in any particular whatſoever. He ſet a far greater 
value upon clemency than courage, as the laſt was 
often the cauſe of the ruin and deſolation of a peo- 
ple, whereas the other was always beneficial and fa- 
lutary. The laws he judged were of admirable ſer— 
vice in contributing to a due regulation of manners; 
but, in his opinion, the prince was to be a living law by 
his example; and he thought him unworthy to com- 
mand others, who had not more underſtanding and 
virtue than his ſubjects. Liberality ſeemed to him a 
virtue truly royal; but he did not think it comparable 
to goodneſs, affability, and humanity, virtues proper 
to gain the hearts and win the affections of the peo- 
ple, which is properly to reign ; beſides, that to be 
fond of giving more than others, when one is infi- 
nitely richer than they, has nothing ſo extraordina- 
ry in it, as to deſcend in a manner from the throne, 
to make himfelf equal with his ſubjects. But the 
orcateſt preference he gave to the worſhip of the 
gods, and a reverence for religion; as being fully 
perſuaded, that whoever was religious and feared 
God, was at the ſame time a goood and faithful ſer- 
vant to kings, and firmly attached to their perſons 

and the good of the ftate, * 
* the When 
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When Cyrus thought he had given ſufficient or- 
ders concerning the affairs of Bab. ylon, he reſolved 
upon a journey into Perſia. He paſſed through 
Media to viſit Cyaxares, to whom he made conſide- 
rable preſents, and let him know that he would find 
a magnificent palace prepared for him at Babylon, 
whenever he pleated to go thither, and that he 
ſhould look upon that city as properly his own. 
Cyaxares, who had no male iſſue, offered him his 
daughter in marriage, and Media for her portion, 
He was very ſenſible the propoſal was to his advan- 
tage; but he could not accept it till he had obtained 
the conſent of his father and mother; leaving to 
all after ages a rare example of the reſpectful ſub- 
miſſion and entire dependence that all children 
ought to ſhew to their parents upon ſuch an occa- 
fion, of what age ſoever they be, or to what degree 
of power and greatneſs ſoever they are arrived. Cy- 
rus then eſpouſed this princeſs at his return from 
Perſia, and carried her with him to Babylon, where 
he had fixed the ſeat of his empire. 

There he aſſembled his troops. It is ſaid, they 
tonſiſted of ſixſcore thouſand horſe, two thouſand 
chariots armed with ſcythes, and ſix hundred thou- 
land foot. With this numerous army he took the 
held, and ſubdued all the nations from Syria to the 
Indian ſea. After which, he turned his arms a- 
gainſt Egypt, and brought chat country in like man- 
ner under his ſubjection. 

He took up his reſidence in the midſt of all theſe 


countries, paſſing uſually ſeven months at Babylon 


during the winter, becauſe of the warmth of the cli- 
mate ; three months at Suſa in the ſpring ; and two 
hkenchs at Ecbatana, during the 2 70 heats of the 
ſummer. 

After many years ſpent in this manner, Cyrus re- 
turned into Perſia for the ſeventh time fince the e- 
ſtabliſhment of his monarchy. Cambyſes and Man- 
dane had been long dead, and himſelf was grown 
rery old. Finding his end to draw near, he called 

* , together 
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together his fons and the great men of the empire, 
and when he had thanked the gods for all the fi- 

vours they had beſtowed upon him during his life, 
and begged a like protection of them for his chil. 
dren, his friends, and his country, he declared his 
eldeſt ſon Cambyſes his ſucceſſor, and left the other 
ſeyeral confiderahle governments, He gave them 
both excellent advice, by informing them, that pic- 
ty to the gods, a good underſtanding between bre- 
thren, and the. care of acquiring and preſerving 
faithful friends, was the firmeſt ſupport of the 
throne, He died lamented equally by all his people. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I ſhall make two upon this ſubject ; the one con- 
cerning the character and perſonal qualities of Cy- 
rus ; and the other upon the truth of his. hiſtory, 
as written by Xenophon, 


The firſt Reflection. 


We may look upon Cyrus as the wifeft conqueror 
and moſt accompliſhed hero mentioned in profane 
hiſtory. He wanted none of the qualities that form 
a great man ; he had wiſdom, moderation, courage, 
greatneſs of ſoul, noble ſentiments, a wonderful 
dexterity in directing the will, and conciliating af. 
fection; a profound knowledge in all the branches 
of the art of war, and an extenſive underſtanding, 
fupported by a prudent teſolution, in forming and 
executing great projects, | | 
But what was moſt truly great and royal in him, 
s was a thorough conviction, that all his care and 


attention ought to tend to making his people happy f 
| an 
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and that a king was not to be diſtinguiſhed from his 
ſubjects by the ſplendor of riches, the pomp of equi- 
page, or the luxury and expence of his table; but 
by a ſuperiority of merit in every kind, and eſpeci- 
ally by an indefatigable application to watch over 
their intereſts, and to procure them eaſe and plenty. 
In ſhort, . the foundation and baſis in a manner of 
the ſtate of princes, is not to live for themſelves. 
To be devoted to the public good, is the very cha- 
racteriſtic of their real greatneſs, They are like: 
the fountain of light ſet only in an high place, to be 
the more univerſally diffuſed. And it would be in- 
jurious to them to confine them within the narrow 
bounds of perſonal intereſt. They would fall again 
into the obſcurity of a private condition, if their- 
views were leſs extended than their dominions. The 
whole claims them, becauſe confided to them. 
Twas from the aſſemblage of all theſe virtues: 
that Cyrus was enabled in 10 ſhort a time to lay the 
foundations of an empire, which took in almoſt all 
the parts of the world; that he peaceably enjoyed 
the fruit of his conqueſts for many years-; that he 
was ſo much eſteemed and beloved, not only by his- 
natural ſubjects, but by all the nations he had con- 
quered ; and that after his death he was generally 
lamented as the common father of all his people. 
We ought not to be furprized that Cyrus was ſo- 
accompliſhed in every reſpect, as we know that God 
himſelf had formed him to be the inſtrument and: 
agent of. his deſigns of mercy. towards his. pesple,, 
and. to give the world in his perſon a perfect model 
of the manner in which princes ought to govern. © 
their people, and the real uſe they ought to make: 
of ſovereignty. | 
When I fay that this prince was formed by God 
himſelf, I do not mean by a ſenſible miracle, or that 
he was at once made ſuch, as we admire him in hi- 
tory, God' gave him an happy genius and capaci-- 
J by implanting in his mind the feeds of every 
peat quality, and in his heart a diſpoſition to the 
R 3 FD 
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moſt extraordinary virtues, He took care, that 
theſe happy natural parts ſhould be improved by an 
excellent education, and thus he prepared him for 
the great defigns he had marked out for him. As 
he is the light of the ſoul, he diſperſed all his doubts, 
ſuggeſted to him the propereſt expedients, made him 
attentive to the beſt counſels, enlarged his views, 
and rendered them more clear and diſtin&t, Thus 
God preſided over all his enterprizes, led him as it 
were by the hand in all his conqueſts, opened for 
him the gates of cities, made the ſtrongeſt ramparts 
fall down before him, and humbled in his preſence 
the moſt mighty of the earth h. 

To ſet the merit of Cyrus in a better light, we 
need only compare him with another king of Perſia, 
J mean Xerxes his grandſon, who, hurried on by 
an abſurd motive of revenge, attempted to ſubdue 
Greece, We ſee him ſurrounded with whatercr is 
held moſt in eſteem, and makes the greateſt figure 
in the eyes of men; the largeſt empire at that time 
in the world, immenſe riches, forces by ſea and 
land, in an almoſt incredible number. But all this 
was but around him, not in him, and added nothing 
to his natural qualifications. . For through a blind- 
neſs too common amongſt princes and great men, 
born to the poſſeſſion of unbounded wealth with 
unlimited power, and encompaſſed with a glory he 
had been at no pains to acquire, he had accuſtomed 
himſelf to judge of his own talents and perſonal 
merit from the outſide of his high place and ſtate. 
He defpiſes the ſage advice of his uncle Artabanus 
and Demaratus, to give ear only to the flatterers of 
his vanity. He meaſures the fucceſs of his enter- 


prizes by the extent of his power, The ſervile ſub- 
| | miſſion 


© Thus. faith the Lord to his anointed; to Cyrus, whoſe right 
Hand I have bolden to ſubdue natiens before him: And I will looſe 
the loins of kings to open before him the two-leaved gates, and 
the gates ſhall not be ſhnt. I will go before thee, and make the 
crooked places ſiraight. Iwill break in pieces the gates of bra 
aud cut alunder the bars of iron. Iſai. xlv. L. 2. | 
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miſſion of ſo many nations does not ſatisfy his am- 
bition; and diſdaining too ready and eaſy an obe- 
dience, he pleaſes himſelf with exerciſing his domi- 
nion over the elements, with cutting through moun- 
tains, and making them navigable, with chaſtifing 
the ſea for breaking down his bridge, and binding 
the loods with chains, Full of a childiſh vanity 
and a ridiculous pride, he looks upon himſelf as 
maſter of nature and the elements ; thinks no na- 
tion dares oppoſe his way, and with preſumptuous 
folly and idle aſſurance reckons upon the millions 
of men and veſſels that follow at his heels. But 
when after the battle of Salamis, he ſaw the ſad re- 
mains and ſhameful ruins of his innumerable troops, 
diſperſed over all Greece, he was then convinced of 
the difference there was between an army,. and a 
multitude of men; u flratuſque per totam paſſim 
is Moraciam Xerxes intellexit, quantum ab exercitu tur- 
re a d:faret. | | 

ne I cannot omit applying in this place two of Ho- 
14 Werace's verſes, which ſeem made for the double event 
lis have now been ſpeaking of. 


d- Vis confili expers mole ruit ſua ; 

n, Vim temperatam Di quoque provehunt 
th In majus. 

he 


eck In ſhort, can the army of Xerxes be better de- 
nal Miribed than by theſe words, vis confil? expers, a 
power void of counſel and prudence ; or can the 
fucceſs of it be expreſſed better than by the follow- 
ng terms, mole ruit ſua, which ſhew how that en- 
ormous Coloſſus fell by its own weight and gran- 
fur? Whereas, ſays Horace, the gods take a plea- 
ſure in augmenting a power founded in juſtice, and 
qunded by reaſon, ſuch as was the power of Cyrus, 
im temperatam Dii quoque provehunt in majus, 


The 


rals u Senecc. lib, 6. de Benef. cap. 32. 
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7 ſecond Reflection. 


One of the rules I laid down as uſeful to dire 
youth in the ſtudy of hiſtory, was principally to en. 
quire after truth, and early to accuſtom themiclves 
to know and diſtinguiſh the characters of it. This 
is the natural place of applying this rule. Herod. 
tus and Xenophon, who perfectly agree in what [ 
look upon to be the eſſential part and ſubſtance of 
Cyrus's hiſtory, I mean his expedition againſt Ba, 
bylon, and his other. conqueſts, are very different 
in their accounts of ſeveral. other very important 
facts, ſuch as the birth and death of this prince, and 
the eſtabliſhment of the Perſian empire. 

Youth ſhould not be left ignorant of theſe diffe- 
rences. Herodotus, and after him Juſtin, relate, 
that Aſtyages, king of the Medes, upon a frightful 
dream which he had, married his daughter Man. 
dane to a Perſian of obſcure birth and condition, 
named Cambyſes. A ſon being born of this mar- 
riage, the king ordered. Harpagus,. one of his prin- ſa 
ceipal officers, to put him to death. Harpagus gave 
him to one of the king's ſhepherds to be expoſed in Wh} 
a foreſt; but the child being miraculouſly preſer- 
ved, and brought up privately by the ſhepherd's 
wife, was at laſt diſcovered by his grandfather, who 
was ſatisfied with ſending him to a remote part of 
Perſia, and diſcharged his whole indignation upon 
the wretched Harpagus, whoſe ſon he cauſed to be 
killed, and dreſſed, and ſerved up to his father at 
an entertainment, 'The young Cyrus, ſeveral years 
after, informed by Harpagus of his birth and ſta- 
tion, and encouraged by his advice and remonſtran- 
ces, raiſed an army, marched againſt Aſtyages, de. 
feated him in battle, and thereby transferred the 
empire of the Medes to the Perſians. | 

The ſame Herodotus makes Cyrus die in a manner 
very unworthy ſo great a conqueror. This prince, 


according to him, having made war againſt the Scy- 
hians, 


bY tao 
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thians, in the firſt battle he counterfeited a flight, 
leaving behind him a large quantity of wine and 
proviſions in the field. The Scythians did not fail 
to fall greedily upon them. Cyrus returned againſt 
them, and finding them all drunk and aſleep, he 
defeated them without difficulty, took abundance of 
them priſoners ; and among the reſt the ſon of 
Queen Tomyris, who commanded an army in per- 
ſon, This young prince, whom Cyrus refuſed to ſend 
back to his mother, recovering from his drunken- 
neſs, and not bearing to ſuffer captivity, killed him- 
lt. Tomyris, animated with a thirſt of revenge, 
gave a ſecond battle to the Perſians; and having 
drawn them in her turn into an ambuſcade by a 
pretended flight, cut off above two hundred thou- 
fand of them, with Cyrus their king. And then 
cutting off Cyrus's head, ſhe threw it into a veſſel 
full of blood, with this inſulting ſpeech, ** Cruel as 
thou art, ſatiate thyſelf with blood, which in thy 
ife· time thou haſt always inſatiably thirſted after,” 
: Satia te, inquit, ſanguine quem ſitiſti, cujuſque in- 
ſitiabilis ſemper fuiſti. 8 
The queſtion is, which of theſe two hiſtorians, 
vho relate the ſame hiſtory in ſo different a man- 
ner, is the beſt authority. Youth themſelves, if 
properly interrogated by a ſkilful mafter, may eaſi - 
ly give an anſwer. The account which Herodotus 
gives of the firſt years of Cyrus has more the air of 
a fable than an hiſtory. And for his death, what 
lkelihood is there, that a prince ſo experienced in 
var, and ſtill more commendable for his prudence 
than valour, ſhould have run head-long into the 
ſhares laid for him by a woman. What the ſame 
liſtorian relates of the violent paſſion and childiſh 
revenge of Cyrus againſt a river, which had drown- 
ed one of his ſacred horſes, and which he cauſed 
lis army to cut directly into three hundred and fix- 
channels, is directly oppoſite to the character of 
| | this 


x Iuſtin. lib. 1. cap. % 


— 


194 Of Prefane Hiſtory. 


this prince, y' who was famous for his mildneſs and 5 
2 
1 


moderation. 2 Beſides, is it probable that Cyrus, 
who was marching to the conqueſt of Babylon, , 
ſhould ſquander time ſo precious to him in this; 
manner, ſpend the ardour of his troops in fo uſe. h 
leſs a labour, and loſe the opportunity of ſurpriſing M., 
the Babylonians, by amuſing himſelf in making war 
upon a river, inſtead of carrying his arms againſt WW; 
the enemy ? i 
But what abſolutely decides in favour of Xeno- WM; 
phon, is the agreement of his account with the Ho- 
ly Scripture, where we ſee that Cyrus was fo far 
rom railing the empire of the Perſians upon the r. 
ruins of that of the Medes, as Herodotus remarks, 
that thoſe two nations acted in concert in the ſiege 
of Babylon, and joined their forces to deſtroy that 
formidable power. 5 
Whence then could ſo great a difference ariſe be- 
tween theſe two hiſtorians? Herodotus will tell us. 
In the very paſſage, where he relates the birth of 
Cyrus, and in that where he ſpeaks of his death, he 
informs us, there were then very different manners 
of reporting theſe two great events. Herodotus 
followed that which was moſt agreeable to his own 
fancy; and we know he was fond of any thing ex- 
traordinary and wonderful, and very eaſily gave cre- 
dit to it. Xenophon was more ſerious and leſs cre: 
dulous; and he tells us in the beginning of his hi- 
ſtory, that he had very carefully enquired into the 
birth of Cyrus, his character and education. 
Mie muſt not conclude from what I have ſaid, that 
Herodotus is not to be credited in any thing, ben 


y Tully obſerves, that during his whole reign he never let an 
angry word fall from him; cujus ſummo in imperio nemo unqual 
verbum ullum aſperius audivit. Ep. 2. ad Qvint. fratr, 

2 Cum Babylonem oppugnaturus feſlinaret ad bellum, cujus ma- 
xima momenta in occaſionibus ſunt . . . - . huc omnem tranſtulit bel 
li apparatum . . . .. Periit itaque et tempus, magna in magnis reols 
jactura; et militum ardor, quem inutilis labor fregit; et occaſi 
apgrediendi imperatos, dum Ille bellum indictum hoſti cum fuming 
gerit. Senec. lib. 3. de ira, cap. 21. 
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de is ſometimes miſtaken ; this rule would be falſe 
„Ind unjuſt; as we ſhould be to blame to believe e- 
n, WM very thing an author ſays, becauſe he fometimes 


ſpeaks truth. Truth and falſhood may be found 
together ; but the reader's judgment and prudence 
contiſt in knowing how to diſtinguiſh them, in point- 
ng them out by certain peculiar circumſtances, and 
in making a juſt trial and ſeparation of them. And 
o this judgment in diſcerning what is true or falſe 
the boys ſhould be early accuſtomed. 


far | 

he run sEconD PIECE, taken from the Hiſtory of the 
ks, GREEES, #5 - 
206 1 


Of the Grandeur and Empire of ATHENS. 


deſign in this ſecond piece of hiſtory is to 
give ſome idea of the ſuperiority of the Athe- 
ſans for ſeveral years over all Greece, and to lay 
en by what means and degrees they arrived at that 
leicht of power, The principal perſons, who in the 
mace of time we ſpeak of, contributed moſt to the 
itabliſhment and ſupport of the power of this repu- 
lic, though by very different qualifications, were 
lhemiſtocles, Ariſtides, Cimon, and Pericles. 
Themiſtocles indeed laid the foundation of this 
ty power by one ſingle piece of advice, in turning 
ewhole power and views of the Athenians towards 
te ſea, Cimon brought theſe naval forces into ſer- 
ce by his maritime expeditions, which reduced the 
wan empire to the very brink of ruin. Ariſtides 
pplied the expences of the war by his wiſe cecono- 
yin the managment of the public treaſure. And 
ſricles, by his prudence ſupported and augmented 
lat the others had acquired, in mixing the gentle 
erciſes of peace with the tumultuous expeditions 
war, Thus the riſe of the Athenians was owing 
che happy concurrence and mixture of the * 
O 


5 
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of Themiſtocles, the activity of Cimon, the diſinte. 
reſtedneſs of Ariſtides, and the wiſdom of Pericles; 
ſo that if any one of theſe cauſes had been wanting, 
Athens would never have obtained the ſupremacy 
of Greece. | 

The good ſucceſs of the battle of Marathon, where 
Themiſtocles was preſent, firſt kindled in his heart 
that thirſt of glory, which followed him ever after, 
and ſometimes carried him too far, The trophies o 
Miltiades, he ſaid, left him no reſt either by day or 
night. He reſolved from that time to make his name 
and country illuſtrious by ſome great action, and 
render it ſuperior to Lacedæmon, which had long 
lorded it over all Greece. With this view he judge 
it would be expedient to turn all the force of Athens 
towards the ſea, ſeeing that as it was weak by land 
that was the only means of making it neceſſary t 
its allies, and formidable to its enemies. Covering 
therefore his deſigns under the plaufible pretext of 


the war againſt the Aginetz, he cauſed a fleet of A 
an hundred ſhips to be built, which ſoon after wa: th 
a great inſtrument in contributing to the ſafety of 
Greece, | Dj 
The inviolable affection Ariſtides bore to juſtice II 

. obliged him upon ſeveral occaſions to oppoſe TheW#' 
miſtocles, who was not over ſcrupulous in that point 
and managed ſo by his intrigues and cabals, as t0 lis 
procure the baniſhment of Ariſtides. In this kind bel 
of judgment the citizens gave their votes by writing the 
the name of the perſon upon a ſhell, in Greek cal he 
led Scan, whence was derived the name of oftraciimÞ® | 
A peaſant upon this occaſion who knew not how t der 
write, and did not know Ariſtides, applied to him red 
ſelf, deſiring he would put the name of Ariſtidc dal: 
upon his ſhell. Why, ſays Ariſtides, has he don Was 
yo any wrong, that you would thus condemn him A F 
o, replied the other, I don't ſo much as know hi « 


but I can't indure to hear every body calling hit 
Fuſt, Ariſtides, without one word of anſwer, quit 
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takes his ſhell, writes his name upon it, and gives 

j to him back again. He took his leave with an car- 

reſt prayer, that the gods would not inflict any miſ- 

fortune upon his country to make him regreted. 

The great Camillus in a like caſe did not follow his 

generoſity, but offered up a quite different petition. 

In exilium abiit, precatus ab dits immortalibus, ft in- 

wxio ſibi ea injuria fieret, primo quoque tempore defi< 

hkrium ſui civitati ingrate facerent. I ſhall hereaf- 

ter examine what we are to think of the oſtraciſm. 
Ariſtides was very ſoon recalled. 

The expedition of Xerxes againſt Greece haſten- 

ed his return. All the allies united their forces to 

repel the common enemy. They were then ſenſible 

how ſerviceable the prudent foreſight of Themiſto- 

des was, who under another pretence had built an 

hundred gallies. They doubled this number upon the 

rival of Xerxes, When they came to nominate the 

- ofecncraliffimo, that was to command the fleet, the 

- MW Athenians, who alone were maſters of two thirds of 

wan che veſſels, laid claim to the honour, and moſt juſt- 

oily. However, all the voices of the allies were una- 

nimous, in favour of Eurybiades the Lacedzmonian. 

ticel Themiſtocles, though young and very defirous of 

Thel dory, judged that upon this occaſion he ought to 

int ly aſide his own intereſt for the common good of 

1s t lis country; and telling the Athenians, that if they 

kind behaved with courage, the Greeks would ſoon of 

irin/vcir own accord confer the command upon them, 

cal be perſuaded them to yield to the Lacedzmonians, 

eim be did. I have elſewhere related with what mo- 

w t deration and prudence this young Athenian beha- 

him ed both in the council of war, and at the battle of 

ſtidalalamis, whereof he had all the honour, though he 

don vas not the commander in chief. | 

him From that glorious victory the reputation and cre- 

bim dit of the Athenians very much increaſed, They be- 

; hi baved with great modeſty upon the occaſion, and 

zie Vol. III. 8 ſought 


Liv. lib. 5. Ne 32. 
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ſought only to advance their power by honourable 
and juſt means. Mardonins, who was left in Greece 
with an army of three hundred thouſand men, made 
them very advantageous propoſals in his maſter's 
name, to draw them off from the allies. He promi. 
ſed entirely to rebuild their city, which had been burnt 


down, to ſupply them with large ſums of money, and 


give them the command over all Greece. The Lace- 
dæmonians terrified with the news ſent deputies to 
Athens, to diſſuade them from a compliance, and of. 
fered to receive and provide for their wives, their 
children, and their old men, and furniſh them with 
every thing elſe they wanted. Ariſtides was then in 
power. He anſwered that he excuſed the Barbarians 
who valued nothing but gold and ſilver, for hoping 
to corrupt their fidelity by large promiſes; but he 
was ſurprized and diſpleaſed to ſee that the poverty 
and preſent mifery of the Athenians ſhould have ſuch 
an effect upon the Lacedzmonians, as to make them 
forget ſo much their valour and generoſity, as to 
imagine they ſtood in need of their exhortation to 
fight manfully for the common ſafety of Greece, from 
the view of any rewards that they could offer ; that 
they ſhould tell their republic, that all the gold in 
the world could not tempt the Athenians, or make 


them abandon the defence of the common liberty; 


that they thanked the Lacedæmonians however for 
their obliging offers, but they ſhould take care to put 
their allies to no expence. And then turning to the 
deputies of Mardonius, and ſtretching out his hand 
to the ſkies, Know, ſays he, whilſt yon ſun ſhall 
© continue his courſe, the Athenians will be mortal 
© enemies to the Perſians, and never ceaſe to revenge 
% upon them the ravage of their lands, and the 
© burning of their houſes and temples.” 


Themiſtocles in the mean time'did not loſe ſight of | 


the great project he had formed for ſupplanting the 
Lacedzmonians, and ſubſtituting the Athenians in 
their place; and withour much concern about the 
choice of the means, h chouglhr every thing juſt "my 
goo 
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good that promoted that end. One day, in a full aſ- 
lembly of the citizens, he declared that he had a de- 
fign of great importance, but could not communicate 
it to the people, becauſe the ſucceſs of it depended 
upon it's being kept ſecret; he deſired therefore they 
would nominate ſomebody to whom he might ex- 
plain himſelf. They all named Ariſtides, and refer- 
red themſelves abſolately to his opinion. Themiſto- 
cles, taking him aſide, told him he thought of bur- 
ning the Grecian fleet, which lay in a neighbouring 
port; and that if this was done, Athens would cer- 
tainly become miſtreſs of all Greece. Ariſtides re- 
turned to the aſſembly, and barely declared, that no- 
thing in the world could be more advantageous than 
the project of Themiſtocles, nor any thing at the 
ſame time more unjuſt. The people with one con- 
ſent forbad Themiſtocles to proceed in it any farther, 

We ſee by this, that the ſirname of Fujt was de- 
ſervedly conferred upon Ariſtides during his life- 
time; a title, ſays Plutarch, infinitely preferable to 
all that are purſued by the greateſt conquerors with 
ſo much ardour, and in fome. meaſure bordering up- 
on divinity, One day, as a verſe of Æſchylus was 
repeated upon the theatre, in which the poet, ſpeak - 
ing of Amphiaraus, ſays, That he ſought not to appear 
juſt, but to be ſo; the whole people immediately caſt 
their eyes upon Ariſtides, and applied to him that 
admirable encomium, | 

The Perſian army received a terrible blow in the 
famous battle of Platæa. Out of three hundred 
thouſand men commanded by Mardonius, ſcarce for- 
y thouſand eſcaped. Pauſanias, one of the Kings of 
Sparta, was at the head of the Grecian army. He 
behaved at that time with great equity and modera- 
tion, as appears. from two ſtories related by 2 Hero- 
lotus, which are very particular. | 
After the victory of Platæa, one of the principal 
atizens of ZEgina adviſed him to revenge upon the 
body of Mardonius the death of ſo many brave Spar- 
ans, as were {lain at 'Thermopylz, and the unwor- 

| — 982 thy 
2 Lib. 9. 
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thy treatment his uncle Leonidas had met with from 
Xerxes and Mardonius, who fixed his body to x 
gibbet. Would you adviſe me then, ſays he, to i. 
*© mitate the Barbarians in the thing we hate? If the 
* eſteem of the Æginetæ is to be bought at ſo dear 
*<a rate, I ſhall be content with pleaſing the Lacede- 
„ monians, who ſet a value only upon virtue and 
„merit. As to Leonidas and his companions, they 
* are without doubt ſufficiently revenged by the 
blood of ſo many thouſand Perſians, as. have been 
* {lain in the battle,” | 

The ſecond ſtory is no leſs remarkable. Paufani. 
as, who had found an immenſe booty in the camp 
of the enemy, ordered two entertainments of a very 
different kind to be ſerved up in the fame hall. In 
one was diſplayed at full length the magnificence of 
the Perſians, rich beds, coſtly carpets, gold and fl. 
ver veflels innumerable, a prodigious variety of 
meats dreſſed with all the delicacy imaginable, wines 
and liquors of all ſorts. 'The other was very plain 
after the Spartan manner, that is bread and water, 
and at moſt the black-broth. Pauſanias applying 
himſelf to the Greek officers, whom he had pur» 

oſely invited, and pointing to the two different ta- 

les, See,” a ſays he to them,“ the folly of the general 
of the Medes, though accuſtomed to dine upon 
* ſuch meats as theſe, he thought to conquer us, 
& who live ſo hardily “ 

The advantage the Greeks had lately gained, put 
them into a condition to ſend a fleet to the aſſiſtance 
of the allies, who were yet under the power of the 
Perſians. This fleet was commanded by Pauſanias 
the Lacedemonian. Ariftides and Cimon were the 
generals of the Athenians, They firſt ſet fail to. 
wards Cyprus, then to Byzantium, and took it; and 
in all places reſtored the allics to their liberty; but 


ſoon after fell themſelves into a new kind of 2 
au- 
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pauſanias, grown haughty upon the victories he had 
obtained, quitted the manners and cuſtoms of his 
country, aſſumed the habit and ſtate of the Perſians, 
and imitated their pomp and magnificence. He treat- 
ed the allics with inſupportable ſeverity ; ſpoke to 
the officers with a lofty and menacing air; required 
extravagant honours to be paid him; and by his con- 
duct rendered the government of the Lacedemoni- 
aus Odious to all the allies. The gentle, good natur'd,. 
and obliging behaviour of Ariſtides and Cimon, che 
humanity and juſtice which appeared in all their ac-- 
tions; the care they took to offend no body, and be ſer- 
iiceable to all, contributed to make the difference of 


n 
3 characters ſtill more remarkable, and to increaſe the 
in diſcontent. The affair at laſt broke out into an open 
of MM rupture, and the allies all ſubmitted to the command- 


of the Athenians, and put themſelves under their 
protection. Thus, days Plutarch, Ariſtides, by oppo- 
ing gentleneſs and good nature to the pride and 
cruelty of Pauſanias, and inſpiring the fame ſenti- 
ments into Cimon his collegue,. withdrew the affec- 


er, 
ing bons of the allies imperceptibly from the Lacede- 
ar- nonians, and at laſt deprived him of the command, 


not by. the force of: fleets and armies, and {till leſs 
by fraud. and treachery,. but by rendering the go=- 
on MW ico ment of. the Athenians amiable through. their 
us, diſcreet and mild behaviour. 

The Lacedemonians upon this occafion ſhewed a 
out generoſity. and: moder ation, which cannot be too 
ncel nuch admired. For perceiving that too great autho- 
the rity had rendered their officers: haughty and inſo- 
ins ent, they readily gave up the ſuperiority they had 
ce tl chen held over the reſt of the Greeks, and for- 
to- bore te deſire that the command of their army: 
ind ſhould be entruſted to any more of their generals, 
but chuſing rather to have diſcreet and modeſt citi- 
y. N 725, and. ſuch as would abſolutely ſubmit to the diſ- 
au- 1 ar4 | cipline- 
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cipline and laws of their country, than to preſerre I 
the preheminence over the other Greeks, r 
Hitherto the cities and people of Greece had con. h 
tributed certain ſums of money to defray the expence Ml Þ 
of the war againſt the Barbarians ; but this collecti... 0 
on had white i occaſioned great diſcontents, as it had H h 
not been raiſed in due proportion. It was therefore t. 
judged expedient under the new government to eſta. t 
bliſh a new order for the finances, and fix a tax to Ml {c 
be regulated by the revenue of every city and peo- d 
ple, that the charges of the ftate being equally di-Ml Þ 
vided amongſt its reſpective members, none of then t 
might have. cauſe to complain. The buſineſs was to Ml 0 
find out a fit perſon for the diſcharge of an employ. Ml » 
ment of ſuch moment to the public, and vet ſo nice, Ml © 
and full of dangers. and inconveniencies. All the al. 
lies made choice of Ariſtides. They gave him a full 
power, and referred themſelves abſolutely to his pru- U 
_ dence and juſtice for the impoſition. of the tax. Nor Wl 
had they any cauſe to repent of their choice, He Ml © 
managed the public money with the fidelity and diſ- fl 
intereſtedneſs of one who looks upon it as a capital A 
crime to lay his hand upon the property of another, 
with the care and activity of a father of a family in- 
ſpecting into his own revenue, and with the caution 
and religion of a perſon, who conſiders the public 
money as a ſacred treaſure. Laſtly, what is very dif- 
ficult and very rare, he acquired the affection of e- 
very body in a ſtation, where a man. muſt manage 
well not to make himſelf odious. This glorious enco- 
mium Seneca beſtows. upon a perſon entruſted with 
a like employment, which is the higheſt character 
that can be given a miniſter, to whom. the public 
treaſures. are confided, I ſhall give his words in 
Latin, not being able to expreſs the ſtrong and ele- 
gant brevity of Seneca in our own language, in the 
manner I could wiſh. Tu quidem orbis terrarum rati- 
ones adminiſtras, tam abſtinenter quam alienas, tam dr 
ligenter quam tuas, tam religioſe quam publicas. Ind 
. Ficig, amorem conſequeris, in quo odium vitare _— 7 
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This is literally what Ariſtides did, He ſhewed fo 
much equity and wiſdom in the adminiſtration of 
his office, that no body complained of him ; and 
his time was ever after regarded as the golden age 
of Greece. In ſhort, the tax he had fixed to four 
hundred and fixty talents was advanced by Pericles 
to ſix hundred, and foon after to thirteen hundred 
talents z not that the charge of the war amounted 
ſo high, but becauſe of many uſeleſs expences in 
diſtributions to the people of Athens, in the cele- 


brating of plays and feſtivals, in the building of 


temples and public edifices; and beſides, the hands 
of thoſe, who had the counting of the public mo- 
ney, were not always ſo pure and clean as the hands 
of Ariſtides. | 

For it is remarkable, that this great man was 
poorer when he left his employment, in which men 
ulally grow rich, than when he firſt entered upon 
it; inſomuch, that after his death, there was not 
enough in his houſe to defray the expences of his 
funeral, The people charged themſelves with it, 
and alſo with the maintenance of his daughters, and 
giving them portions e. This condition, fo deſpi- 
cable in the eyes of the generality of mankind, was 
the choice of Ariſtides, in which he always perſe- 
rered out of taſte and inclination; and ſo far was 
he from being aſhamed of his poverty, that he look- 
ed upon it to be no lefs glorious than all the tro- 


phies and victories he had gained. Plutarch gives 


a proof of it, which I cannot omit here. 
Callias, a very near relation of Ariſtides, and the 
richeft citizen in Athens, was brought to a trial up- 
on an accuſation againſt him. His accuſer, infiſting 
little upon the merits of his cauſe, chiefly objected 
to him, that, rich as he was, he was not aſhamed 
tofſee Ariſtides, his wife, and children, reduced to 
want, without relieving. their neceſſities. Callias, 
obſerving that this reproach made a great impreſſion 
upon the minds of his judges, ſummoned Ariſtides. 
| | to 
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to declare before them, whether it was not true, that 


he had ſeveral times offered him large ſums of mo. 
ney, and even preſſed him to accept of them; and 


whether he had not conſtantly refuſed them, by ſay- 


ing, that he could boaſt more juſtly of his poverty, 
than the other of his riches; that a great many 
might be found who made a good or bad uſe of 
their riches, but it was not eaſy to meet with one 
who bore poverty with courage and generoſity; and 
that none but thoſe who were poor againſt their 
will ought to be aſhamed of being fo. Ariſtides 
owned, that all his kinſman had ſaid was true, 
And there was no perſon in the aflembly,, who was 
not thoroughly convinced in his own mind, that it 
was much better to be poor like Ariſtides, than 
rich like Callias. Hence Plato, reckoning up ſuch 
as were moſt famous among the Athenians, ſets a 
value upon none but Ariſtides, For the reſt dd, 
fays he, as Themiſtocles, Cimon, and Pericles, they 
adorned the city indeed with portico's, and: ſumptu- 
ous buildings ; filled it with gold and filver, and 
ſuch other ſuperfluitics and curioſities ; but he left 
behind him the model of a perfect government, by 
propoſing no. other end in all his actions, than the 
making his. citizens. more virtuous. 

e Cimon had alſo very great qualities, which con- 
tributed very much to the eſtabliſhing and confirm- 
ing the power of the Athenians, Beſides: the ſums 
of money, in which every one of the allies were 
taxed, they were beſides to furniſh a certain num- 
ber of men and thips. Several of them, who, at- 
ter the retreat of Xerxes, were deſirous only of re- 
poſe, and ſought nothing more than to cultivate 
their lands in peace, choſe rather to ſend'money 
than men, and left to the Athenians the care of 
filling up the vacancies of foldiers and ſeamen they 
were obliged to ſupply. At firſt: this occaſioned 

ww great 
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great uneaſineſs, and they ſeemed refolved to put 
them upon the literal execution of the treaty. Cis 
mon took a quite oppoſite method. He ſuffered 
them to enjoy peace in quiet, as perceiving that the 
allies, though formerly brave foldiers, would ſoon: 
be fit for nothing but huſbandry and merchandiſe, 
whilſt the Athenians, who had conſtantly their oars 
or their arms in their hands, would daily grow bet- 
ter ſoldiers, and become more powerful. 'This was 
2 neceſſary conſequence ; thoſe very people, at their 
own proper expence and charges, gave themſelves 
maſters, and, from being companions and alles, 
became in a manner ſubject and tributary to the A- 
thenians, . | 7 
f No general among the Greeks ever humbled 
the pride and power of the great king of Perfia, 
like Cimon. When the barbarians were driven out 
of Greece, he left them no breathing time, but pur- 
ſued them briſkly with a fleet of above two hundred 
fail, got poſſeſſion of their ſtrongeſt places, and 
drew off all their allies, that the king of Perſia had 
not a ſoldier left in all Aſia, from the country of 
lonia to Pamphylia. And ſtill purſuing his point, 
he had the boldneſs to fall upon the enemies fleet, 
though far more numerous than his own, at the 
mouth of the river Eurymedon. He entirely de- 
feated it, and took above two hundred veſſels, with- 
out reckoning thoſe that were ſunk, The Perfians 
had quitted their veſſels, to join their army by land, 
which lay hard by, and were coaſting the ſhore. Ci- 
mon, taking advantage of the ardour of his ſoldiers, 
who were encouraged by their late ſucceſs, landed 
them immediately, and led them directly againſt the 
barbarians, who firmly ſtood their ground, and fup- 
ported the firſt ſhock with a great deal of courage, 
But at laſt being forced to give way, they took to their 
heels. 'They made a great ſlaughter, took an infinite 
number of prifoners, and an immenfe booty. Cimon 
having thus gained two victories in one day, which 
equalled, if not exceeded in glory, the two great bat - 
tles 

f Plut. in vit. Cimon. 
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tles of Salamis and Platæa, to complete all, went to mee 
a ſupply of fourſcore Phœnician veffels, which were 
coming to join the fleet of the Perſians, and knew no. 
thing of what had paſſed. They were all taken or 
funk, and moſt of the ſoldiers killed or drowned, 
This exploit ſo humbled the pride of the king of Per- 
fia, that he conſented to that treaty of peace fo. much 
talked of in ancient hiſtory, by which he promiſed, 
that his army by land thould never come nearer the 
Grecian ſea than 430 Stadia, which make near twenty 
leagues, and that his gallies or other veſlelsof war ſhould 
not go beyond the Chalidonian or Cyanean lands, 
Cimon returned to Athens full of glory, and ap- 
plied part of the fpoils in fortifying the port, and 
adorning the city. During his abſence, Pericles had 
acquired conſiderable authority among the people, 
He was not naturally of a popular diſpoſition, but 
became ſo through policy, to remove the ſuſpicions 
which might be conceived of his aſpiring to tyranny, 
as alſo; to counterbalance the credit and authority of 
Cimon, who was ſupported by the faction of the rich 
and powerful. Pericles had an excellent education, 
and had been formed by the moſt able philoſophers 
of his age. 2 Anaxagoras, who was the firſt that 
aſcribed human events and the government of the 
world, not to a blind chance or a fatal neceſſity, 
but to a ſupreme intelligence or mind, which go- 
verned and directed all things with the greateſt wil- 
dom, had thoroughly inſtructed him in natural phi- 
loſophy, or phyſics. This ſtudy had given him an 
extraordinary force and elevation of mind; and, 
inſtead of the mean and timorous ſuperſtition en- 
- gendered by ignorance, inſpired him, ſays Plutarch, 
with a ſolid piety towards the gods, accompanied Wh. 
with a firm reſolution, and ſure hope of the bleſ- Nun 
fings to be expected from them. This ſcience was Had 
alſo uſeful to him in his expeditions. For when eg 
the fleet of the Athenians was preparing. to ſet 
fall againſt Peloponneſus, an eclipſe of the fun hap” 
2313 penmg, 
7 Plut. in vit. Pericl. | + 
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ee pening, Pericles taking notice that the pilot of his 
-reWFown galley was terrified at the ſudden darkneſs, 


10-Mthrew his cloak over his eyes, and told him the 
lame cauſe hindered him from ſeeing the ſun. He 


was alſo well verſcd in eloquence, which he looked 
upon as neceſſary to one that would govern and ma- 


nage the people. h The poets ſaid of him, that he 
hy ulminated, thundered, and ſet all Greece in a fer- 
he 


ment, he excelled ſo much in the art of ſpeaking. 
He was no lefs prudent and reſerved, than ſtrong 
and vehement in his diſcourſe ; and it is obſerved, 
that he never ſpoke in public without praying to the 
gods, not to let an expreſſion fall from him, which 
was not proper to his ſubject. Eupolis ſaid of him, 
that the goddeſs of perſuaſion fat upon his lips; and 
| Thucydides, his adverſary and rival, was one day 
aſked, who wreſtled beſt, he or Pericles ? When I 


s Wave got him down, ſays he, upon the ground, he 
1: Wmaintains the contrary with ſo much force, that he 
4 xerfuades the ſtanders by to diſbelieve their own 
c 


yes, and think that he did not fall. 

k Such was the adverſary, with whom Cimon was 
ften obliged to contend, when he returned from 
bis glorious campaigns, But as Pericles, from his 
he bliging manner and the force of his eloquence, had 
rade himſelf maſter of the affections of the people, 


ile Wis being baniſhed by oftraciſm. However, within 

hi- Were years he was recalled upon the ill. ſtate of the 

* fairs of Athens in regard to the Lacedzmonians ; 
7 


nd Pericles ſacrificing his jealouſy to the good of 


en le public, was not aſhamed to write and carry the 
" keree himſelf, by which his adverſary was recalled. 
of is ſoon as he returned, he reſtored peace, and re- 


onciled the two powers. And to remove from the 
lthenians, who were puffed up with the good ſuc- 
cls of ſo many victories, all farther inclination or 

oppor- 
Ab Ariſtophane Poeta fulgurare, tonare, permiſcere Graeciam 


tus eſt. Orat. n. 29 = | | 
This was not the hiſtorian. * Plut. in vit. Cimon. 


0 e cafily got the better of Cimon, and occaſioned 
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opportunity to fall upon their neighbours and allics, f 
he judged it neceſſary to lead them againſt the com- I 
mon enemy, that by this honourable method he 
might at the ſame time exerciſe and enrich his fel. t 
low-citizens, He therefore fitted out a fleet of two d 
hundred fail. Sixty of theſe he ſent againſt Egypt, a 
and carried the reſt againſt the iſle of Cyprus. Hen 
beat the enemies fleet, and whilſt he was laying ad 

ſcheme for the entire deſtruction of the Perſian em. 
pire, he received a wound at the ſiege of a city init! 
Cyprus, of which he died. He prudently adviſed © 
the Athenians to retreat in good order and conceal 
his death. This direction was obſerved, and they ©: 
ſafely returned home under the conduct and pro- n. 
tection of Cimon, though dead above thirty days th 
before. From that time the Greeks never did any be 
. thing conſiderable againſt the Barbarians ; they ful f 
into diviſions amongſt theniſelves, gave the com- in 
mon enemy time to retrieve their affairs, and ruin-W 80 
ed themſelves with their own forces. fre 
Cimon was generally lamented, and the conſe He 
quence ſhewed how great a loſs Greece ſuſtained in 
his perſon. He was rich and opulent; but, | ſays 
Plutarch, quoting the expreſs words of Gorgias, he 
was poſſeſſed of a great eſtate only to uſe it, and 
uſed it only to make himſelf beloved and honoured, 
m Hiſtory relates ſuch things of his liberality, as 
ſeem incredible to us, they are ſo different from the 
practice of our own times. His gardens and orch- 
ards were always open to the citizens, to take what 
fruit they liked beſt. He had every day a table fru- 
gally ſerved, but with proviſion for abundance of 
people, and all the poor in the city had admittance 
to it. He had conſtantly ſeveral ſervants behind 
him, with orders to ſlip privately ſome pieces oc! 
money into the hands of the poor they ſhould meet uat 
and to give clothes to ſuch as wanted them, Heli 
| =: quer 
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frequently took care to bury ſuch as had not left e- 
nough to defray the expences of a funeral. And all 
be this was not done to gain the affections and votes of 
the populace ; for we have already obſerved that he 
vol declared in favour of the oppoſite faction, the rich 
and the noble. It is by no means ſurprifing that a 
e man of his character ſhould be ſo much honoured 
during his life, and lamented after his death. 
m. From that time, and eſpecially after Thucydides 
in the father-in-law of Cimon was baniſhed by oſtra- 
ed ciſm, there being no body left to balance the autho- 
rity of Pericles, he had an abſolute power at Athens, 
diſpoſing of the finances, troops, and fleet, and ma- 
paging all public affairs at his ſole diſcretion. He 
then began to change his conduct, not complying as 
before with the caprice and fancies of the people, but 
ſubſtituting inſtead of his former complaiſance and 
indulgence a more firm and independent manner of 
povernment, without however departing in any thing 
from right reaſon, and the love of the public good. 
He often engaged the people by remonſtrances and 
arguments to ſubmit voluntarily to what he propo- 
{kd ; but ſometimes alſo by a falutary conſtraint he 


ays 

heFobliged them to conſent to their own advantage; 
andi bcrein imitating the conduct of a wiſe phyſician, who 
ed. In the courſe of a long illneſs complies ſometimes 


vith the patient's humour, but frequently orders 
ſuch medicines, as make him ſick and torment him, 
whilſt they cure him. Finding himſelf therefore at 
the head of a haughty people, as he had a wonder- 
ru ul dexterity in managing their diſpoſitions, he would, 
according to different conjunctures, ſometimes em- 
ploy terror to correct the pride, occaſioned by their 
good ſucceſſes, and ſometimes hope to re-animate 
ieir courage when depreſſed by adverſity ; ſhewing 
Hat rhetoric, as Plato obſerves, is only the art of 
MWoclining and captivating. the hearts and underſtand- 

ugs of others, and that the ſureſt way to ſucceed in 

is to know how to make a proper uſe of the paſ- 

ons, which ſeldom or never fails of ſucceſs. 
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What gave Pericles ſuch great credit among the Wl 
people, was not only the irreſiſtible force of his clo. WM i 
quence, but the high opinion they had of his merit, M 1 
his prudence, his ability in the affairs of the public,  t 
and above all his diſintereſtednefs; n for he wa; M { 
judged incapable of being corrupted by preſents, or WM | 
governed by avarice. In ſhort, though he was long MW a 
ſole maſter of the republic, had raiſed the grandeur Ig 
of Athens to the higheſt point of which it was ca- U 
pable, and heaped up immenſe treaſures in the city, 
he did not increaſe the eſtate his father left him one v 
fingle drachma. He always managed his patrimony v 
indeed with œconomy, took an exact account of the g' 
laying out of his revenue, and retrenched all extra. 
vagant and ſuperfluous expences, to the great diſ-M ty 
- pleaſure of his wife and children, who affected ſhewl w 
and magnificence: but to all this vain and frivolous ar 
glory he preferred the o ſolid ſatisfaction of afliiting 
a great number of diſtreſſed citizens. 
He was no leſs excellent as a general than as a 
ſtateſman. The troops had an entire confidence in 
him, and followed him with equal aſſurance. His 
great maxim in war was not to hazard a battle, til 


he was almoſt ſecure of ſucceſs, and to ſpare the vb 
blood of the citizens, He uſed to ſay, that was it ii ui 
his power, they ſhould be immortal; that trees cui dit 
down and deſtroyed might grow up again in time vet 
but men that were dead were gone for ever. and 
victory obtained by a ſucceſsful temerity, in his op: c 
nion, did not deſerve any commendation, though 
often much admired. He was fo firmly attached tq vit! 


this maxim, that nothing could ever divert him fron I 
it, as was evidently ſeen at the time the Lacedæmo det. 
nians made an irruption into Attica. Like a pilot h 
ſays Plutarch, who after he has given neceflary od 
ders in a ſtorm to all around him, deſpiſes the prayitmb 
ers and fears of his companions; ſo Pericles, havinWnira 


taken wiſe meaſures for the ſecurity of his counter 
| an 
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ic and reſolving not to march out of the city againſt 
o- che enemy, P continued firm and unſhaken in his 
it, reſolution, though ſolicited by the moſt preſſing en- 
c, Ml treaties of ſeveral of his friends, menaced and accu- 
as Wl ſed by his enemies, made the ſubject of ballads and 
or lampoons, and cenſured as a man of no courage, 
and a traitor to his country. This conſtancy and 
greatneſs of ſoul is a very neceſſary qualification in 
the adminiſtration of public affairs. 

Thus all the military expeditions of Pericles, which 


ne Ml vere many in number, conſtantly ſuccecded to his: 
vy viſhes, and juſtly acquired him the reputation of a 
he general conſummate in the art of war. 


a: He did not fuffer himſelf to be fluſhed by for- 
tune, nor followed the blind ardour of the people, 
ew vho elate from ſo many inſtances of good ſucceſs, 
dus and haughty from a power which was daily en- 
creaſing, meditated new conqueſts, projected vaſt 
ſchemes, and dreamt of nothing but attacking E- 
s 2 gypt again, and ſubduing the maritime provinces of 


in che Perſian empire. Many even then began to caſt 
His their eyes upon Sicily, and indulge the unhappy and 


fatal thoughts of ſending a fleet againſt it; thoughts 
which Alcibiades ſoon after revived, to the entire 
ruin of Athens. Pericles employed his whole cre- 
cui dit and abilities to ſuppreſs theſe unruly ſallies and 
me reſtleſs diſpoſitions, He rather choſe to preſerve 
and ſecure the old conqueſts, judging it ſufficient 


oplMo confine the Lacedæmonians within due bounds, 
uo rho looked upon the power and grandeur of Athens 
d QF vich a jealous eye. 6 | 


This grandeur was not only ſplendid abroad by 
mo uctories acquired over the enemy, but ſtill more ſo- 
u home, from the magnificence of the buildings 
or end works, wherewith Pericles had adorned and 
raſWtubeliſhed the city, which threw ſtrangers into ad- 
miration and rapture, and gave them a great idea 
the Athenian power: | | 

| 2 "Tis: 
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Tis ſurpriſing to ſee in how little time ſo many 


different works of architecture, ſculpture, engrav- 
ing, and painting, were finiſhed and yet carried to 
the higheſt pitch of perfection. For works, finiſhed 
with fo much cafe and haſte, have not generally a 
folid and laſting grace, nor the regular exactneſs of 
perfect beauty. Nothing but length of time and 
alliduity of labour can give them force to preſerre 
and make them triumph over ages, And it is this 
makes the works of Pericles the more admirable, 
which were finiſhed with ſo much rapidity, and not- 
withſtanding laſted fo long. For every one of them, 
as ſoon as erected, had the beautiful air of antiqui- 
ty ; and even now, fays Plutarch above five hiin- 
dred years after, they have a certain air of youth 
and freſhneſs, as if but juſt come from the hands 
of the workman ; they ſtill retain a grace and neu- 
neſs, that time cannot extinguith, as though they 
were animated with immortal youth, and a foul ex- 
empt from age was diffuſed quite through them, 
Phidias, the famous ſculptor, was overſeer of the 
works. *"Pwas he in particular, who made the fa- 
mous golden ſtatue of Minerva, ſo much eſteemed 
by the connoifſeurs of antiquity, There was an in- 
credible ardour and emulation among the work- 
men. Every one ſtrove who ſhould moſt excel, and 


immortalize their names by the excellency of their 


work, : 

What occaſioned the admiration of the whole 
world, raiſed a jealouſy againſt Pericles. His. ene- 
mies were inceflantly crying out in the public aſſem- 
blies, that it was a diſhonour to the people to appiy 
to their own ufe the wealth of Greece, which he 
had cauſed to be brought from Delos, where it was 
depoſited; that the allies could not look upon ſuch 
an attempt but as manifeſt tyranny, whilſt they ſaw 
the money, they had been compelled to raiſe for 
the war, employed by the Athenians in gilding and 
adorning their city, in making fine ſtatues, and e- 
recting temples at the expence of millions. 

Pericles, 


ch 


ind 


les, 
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Pericles, on the other hand, remonſtrated to the 
Athenians, that they were not obliged to give an 
account to their allies of the money they had re- 
ceived; that it was enough that they defended them, 
and kept the Barbarians at a diſtance, whilft on their 
fide they furnithed neither ſoldiers, nor horſes, nor 
ſhips, and were excuſed for certain ſums of money, 
which as ſoon as paid in were no longer theirs. who 
paid them, but the property of thoſe that received 
them, provided they performed the conditions, for- 
rhich they were given, He added, that the city 
being ſufficiently provided with all ſtores. neceflary 
for war, it was proper to employ the reſt. of their 
vealth in ſuch works, as when finiſhed would pro- 
cure immortal glory; and whilſt they were in hand, 
yould diffuſe univerſal plenty, and ſubſiſt a great 
number of citizens, One day, as the complaints ran . 
high againſt him, he offered to take the whole char-- 
zes upon himſelf, provided the public inſcriptions- 
might declare that all was done at his expence. At 
theſe words the people, either through admiration: 
of his magnanimity, or unwilling through emula- 
ion to grant him that glory, cried out, that he 

ght. make uſe of the treaſury, to ſupply all the 
deceſſary expences, as freely as he pleaſed, 

The enemies of Pericles; not venturing any more. 
o fall directly upon him, aecuſed before the people 
te perſons that were moſt firmly attached to him, 
Thidias, Aſpaſia, and Anaxagoras. Pericles, who 
as thoroughly acquainted- with the lightneſs and 
ixonftancy. of the Athenians, fearing he ſhould at 
ſt be obliged to ſink under the machinations. and. 
Irigues of his invidious adverſaries; to divert the 
lorm, kindled the Peloponneſian: war which had. 
ken ſo long preparing; aſſured that he ſhould: 
here by put a ſtop to the complaints that were raiſed. 
watt him, and appeaſe envy; becauſe in ſo preſ- 
ng a danger the city would not fail to put the pub- 
e affairs into his hands, and ſubmit to his conduct, 
don the account of his great power and reputation, . 
23 | REFLE GC: 
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REFLECTIONS. 10 


I ſhall make three; the firſt upon the character of r 
the perſons ſpoken of in this. piece of hiſtory ; the M, 
fecond upon oſtraciſm; and the third upon the e- M, 
mulation, which reigned in Greece, and eſpecially f 


at Athens, with reference to. the politer arts, ju 

| EET Wit 

I. Characters of Themiſtocles, Ariſtides, Cimon, and MP 
| Pericles. 

de 


We ought not, in my opinion, to paſs over this ci. 
piece of hiſtory without aſking the pupils which of Ini 
theſe four great men they like beſt, and which of M0; 
their good or HI qualities affe&t them moſt, without WT: 
pointing out to them the particular lineaments that Wt) 
diſtinguith their ſeveral characters, | re: 

There is: fomething in Themiſtocles which ſtrikes I 
exceedingly ; and the ſingle battle of Salamis, of n- 
which he had all the honour, gives him. a right to Wo 
diſpute glory with the greateſt. He there fhewed d 
invincible courage, a perfect knowledge in the art Wiul 
of war, an extraordinary greatneſs. of ſoul, joined Neu: 
to a wiſdom and moderation, which very much ex- nt 
alt their merit; efpectally in the inſtances of his nit 
prevailing with the Athenians to reſign the general no 
command of the fleet to the Lacedæmonians, and enl 
his bearing the injurious treatment of Eurybiades, M 34 
with a patience and temper beyond his. years. Mu: 

But what is moſt admirable- in the character of WW» 
Themiſtocles, is that penetration and preſence of 
mind, which let nothing eſcape him. After a thoz 
and haſty deliberation, he could immediately point 
out the beſt meaſures that were to be taken; and 
was extremely dextrous in diſcerning what was: 
moſt ſuitable to the preſent occaſion; and could 
foretel by almoſt infallible conjectures the events of 
things. The deſign he laid and executed of ma- 
king the Athenians ſtrong at ſea, ſhewed hz had 4 

PE ſuperior 


we 
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fuperior genius, capable of the greateſt views, of 
looking into futurity, and laying hold of the deci- 
five point in affairs. As they poſſeſſed but a bar- 
ren territory, of ſmall extent, he ſaw they had no 
© other means of encreaſing their riches and power, 


„Jof making themſelves neceſſary to their allies, and 
formidable to their enemies. Now this project may 


juſtly be conſidered as the ſource and cauſe of all 
the great events, which afterwards rendered the re- 


1 public of Athens ſo flouriſhing. 
But it muſt be owned, the black and perfidious 
deſign Themiſtocles propoſed, of burning the Gre-- 
is cian fleet in a time of peace, to encreaſe the Athe- 
H nian power, muſt take off infinitely. from the good 


opinion we ſhould otherwiſe have of him; for, as 
ne have often obſerved, it is the heart, i. e. probi- 
ty and integrity, which conſtitute and determine 


| queſtion whether in all hiſtory we have a fact 
more deſerving our admiration than this, We have 
not here a body of philoſophers, who can eaſily lay 
down excellent maxims in their ſchools, and teach 


1is Initting it very advantageous to the ftate, without a 


ral Wooment's. heſitation, reject it unanimouſly, for this. 


od Monly reaſon, becauſe it is unjuſt. 
es, W The great talents of Themiſtocles were alfo very 
much ſullied by an exceſſive defire of glory, and an 
of Winbounded ambition, that he could never keep with- 
of Wi juſt bounds, which led him to oppoſe the merit 
def all fuch as could diſpute glory with him, occa- 
int Nfoned the baniſhment of Ariſtides, and made him 
nd end his days in a diſhonourable manner in a foreign 
vas and, and amongſt the enemies of his country. 
uld MW Pericles, when he undertook the, management of 
of Wublic affairs, found the city in the moſt flouriſhing 
na- condition 


lor 4 Cornel. Nepos et Plut. 


real merit. And ſo the people of Athens judged.. 


ſublime rules of morality, to ſhew that the uſeful 
ought not to take place, But here an entire people 
x- Intereſted in the propoſal made to them, and ad- 
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condition of power and greatneſs to which it had e- Wh 
ver attained; whereas his predeceſſors Rad rendered WM 
it ſo. And if it be any diminution of his glory to {MV 
fay, that his buſineſs was only to ſupport it in the {Wi 
condition to which others had raiſed it; we may ob- 
ſerve on the other hand, that this was rather a cir. Mc 
cumſtance to his advantage, as it muſt have been MF 
very difficult to rule, and keep within the bounds {Mv! 
of their duty, a body of haughty citizens, that were {Wan 
become almoſt intractable through proſperity. 
He ſupported himſelf ar the head of affairs, and H. 
with an almoſt abſolute power, not for a few days, lor 
or a ſmall compaſs of time, but during forty years, {Mic 
though he had a great many illuſtrious adverſarics Wot 
to contend with; which is almoſt unexampled. WO 
And this circumſtance alone is enough to eonvince et 
us of the extent, ſuperiority, and force of his geni- dai 
us, the ſolidity of his virtue, and the variety of his 
accompliſhments, eſpec:ally if we conſider he had 
to do with a democracy, very jealous, very ſedi- 
tious, and abounding in perſons of merit. Plutarch 
ſeems to point out the cauſe, and gives us his cha- 
racter in a few words, when he ſays, that Pericles, 
like Fabius, made himſelf very uſeful to his coun- 
try, by his mildneſs, his juſtice, and the refolution 
and patience with which he bore the imprudent and 
unjuſt behaviour of his colleagues and fellow- citizens. 
His enemies, who during his life took offence at the 
exceſſive credit he had acquired, were obliged to 
own after his death Tr, that never man knew better 
how to. temper authority with moderation, nor to 
exalt mildneſs and humanity with a majeſtic gravity 
than him ; and his power, which had raifed their 
envy againſt him, and was called by the odious name 
of tyranny, ſeemed then to have been the ſureſt de- 
fence and ſtrongeſt bulwark of the ſtate ;. ſo much 
wickedneſs and corruption crept afterwards into the 


government, which durſt not ſhew themſelves during 
2 his 
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his adminiſtration, but were ever kept under re- 
ſtraint, and never ſuffered to grow up to an exceſs 
without remedy, through licentiouſneſs and impu- 
nity, ra Lois e | 
3 by the force of his eloquence, and the a- 
ſcendant he had gained over the minds of the people, 
ſereral times diſconcerted the projects of a war. By 
which means he did a ſignal ſervice to his country; 
and would have ſaved it abundance of misfortunes, 
f he had continued the ſame conduct to the end. 
He had honeſt views in ruling, but would rule a- 
lone; and this led him into baniſhing the beſt ſub- 
jects of the republic, and ſuch as were moſt capable; 
of ſerving it, becauſe they were a counter- balance 
to his authority. And, laſtly, being apprehenſive 
of the like treatment himſelf, and finding his credit 
daily decline, for his own ſecurity he kindled a war, 
Fhich was attended with very fatal conſequences to 
his country, © | 5 
The magnificent works, wherewith he adorned: 
Athens,' are highly extolled ; but I fear not alroge- 
ther juſtly. For was it reaſonable to employ 5 ſuch 
immenſe ſums, as were deſigned for the ſupport of 
the war, in ſuperfluous buildings and vain decora- 
tons? And would it not have been better to have 
aſed the allies of a part of their contributions, 
Thich, under the government of Pericles, were rai - 
kd near one third above what they were before? 
Cimon alſo took care to adorn the city. But be- 
des that the money he laid out was part of the 
dooty he had taken from the enemy, and was not. 
lie heart's- blood and ſubſtance of the people; the 
Apence was very moderate, and confined either to 
ach works as were abſolutely neceſſary, as the port, 
ie walls, and fortifications of the city; or of ve- 
great uſe to the citizens; ſuch as the porticoes 
and public walks; the places of exerciſe, as the aca- 
lemy, the ufual refidence of the Beaux Eſprits, 
nd celebrated retreat of the philoſophers. This 
lace he took a peculiar care to make more comma» 
1 . | dious 
They amounted to above ten millions. 
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dious and agreeable; and by this flight expence, {Wii 
gave occaſion to thoſe learned diſcourſes, which li 
were ſo deſerving of a free people, and derived ſo Mt! 
much honour to the city of Athens from all after IA. 


Wb. 
He had heaped up immenſe riches, but made ſuch un 
an uſe of them, as might make Chriſtians aſhamed ; {Wi 
giving largely to all the poor he met with, diſtribu. A. 
ting clothes to ſuch as wanted them, and invitin» {M30 
the neceſſitous citizens of Athens to eat at his tied. 
ble. What compariſon is there, ſays Plutarch, be- due 
tween the table of Cimon, which was plain, frugal, He, 
popular, and, at a. ſmall expence, fed every day ae 
great number of citizens; and that of Lucullus, e 
which was magnificently ſerved, and more worthy W"® 
of a Perfian grandee than a citizen of Rome, being Ar 
deſigned to gratify, at a vaſt expence, the ſenſualiry n 
of ſome profeſſed debauchees, whoſe only merit 
was a nice palate, and doubtleſs the art of highyf it 
commending the maſtery of the houſe. * 
By his military expeditions, Cimon was equal in 
lory to the moſt eminent commanders among the 
ceks;; for no body before him ever carried their 
arms and conqueſts ſo far; and to the bravery and 
courage he had in common with the reſt, he added 
a prudence and moderation, which were of no lels 
fervice to his country. | „ 
His youth indeed was not unblameable; but the 
reſt of his. life covered, and abundantly made 2. 
mends for his former faults; and where can we find 


a virtue without blemith ? | | H 
If ſuch a thing were poſſible among the heathens, ® 
it would be the virtue of Ariſtides. An extraor-W"o 


dinary greatneſs of ſoul made him ſuperior to every 
paſſion, Intereſt, pleaſure, ambition, reſentment, et 
jealouſy, were extinguithed in him by the love of 
virtue and his country. He was a man born fo 
the republic. Provided that was well ſerved, he 
was unconcerned by whom it was done. The me- 
Tit of others, inſtead of offending him, became hs 
own by the approbation he gave it. He had a ſhare 


I 
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e. Jia all che great victories obtained by the Greeks in 
Bis time, without being at all the more haughty on 
that account. His inclination was not to rule in 
Athens, but to make Athens rule. And this he 
elfected, not, as we have already obſerved, by fit- 
ning out great fleets, and ſending vaſt armies into 
the field, but by rendering the government of the 
Athenians amiable to the allies by his mildneſs, 
no goodneſs, humanity, and juſtice, The diſintereſt- 
edneſs he ſhewed in the management of the public 
e. reaſure, and the love of poverty, which he carri- 
al, ed, if I may venture to ſay it, almoſt to an excels, 
z Dre virtues ſo far ſuperior to the practice of our 
ige, that they ſcarce ſeem credible to us. In a 
word, and we may hence judge of the real merit of 
Ariſtides, if Athens had always been governed by 
commanders like him, and had been content to en- 
oy the honour of being miſtreſs of Greece, and 
with preſerving the peace and happineſs of her 
neighbours, ſhe would have been at the ſame time 
the terror of her enemies, the delight of her al- 
les, and the admiration of the whole world. 
Themiſtocles made no ſcruple to uſe tricking and 
ſubtlety in compaſſing his deſigns, and. was not al- 
mays firm and conftant in his undertakings. But 
br Ariſtides, his conduct and principles were al- 
mays uniform, ſtedfaſt in the purſuit of whatever 
e thought juſt, and incapable of the leaſt falſhood ' 
papa of flattery, diſguiſe or fraud, no not in 
elt. 

He had one maxim, of the greateſt importance 
0all ſuch as would enter ir to public employments, 
cho are too apt to rely upon their friends, and 
heir intrigues. And this was, that every true ci- 
zen and man of probity ſhould place his whole 
redit in doing and adviling, upon all occaſions, 


—— — 


he he —— — = ——— - werent — 2 — * wah 2 — — gt — x — — . a 
EE — . — IB. — - - 8 . ˙ Ee; ene 5 GS 27 * — * 
— SE RE OO EE rn I ee —. TE. Ss © — , — 5 2 
5 — OEEIETDS > 2 1 De 8 — be a Dn EEE Sno S=—omr wore K 43 r E 7 — » ==> 
—— 1 PL 8 PT ICED © . — 7 - > . . 
3 2 : 4 1 N 8 * — = = — r =" —_ OE FR Pe 
3 . — - > * 2 - 1 3 — #52 r 92 


1. . 
1 2 
* . 
28 
48 
* 
1 
IT 
4) 
1 
* 
1 
"24 


> 0 
for hatever was juſt and honeſt, He ſpoke thus, 
hefW'om obſerving that the great credit of their friends, 


duced moſt perſons in office to abuſe their power, 
f committing unjuſt actions. 
Nothing 


_ 


220 Of Profane Hiſtory. 


Nothing could be more admirable than the bel. 
viour of Ariſtides before the battle of Marathon, 
or more different from our way of thinking and 
acting at preſent, The command of the army be. 
ing divided between ten Athenian generals, who: 
had each their particular day to preſide over the c 

t 
a 


Teſt, Ariſtides was the firſt to give up this com- 
mand to Miltiades, as the perſon of the greateſt a- 
bility amongſt. them, and engaged his colleagues to 
do the ſame, by repreſenting to them, that it was 


not ſhameful, but great and ſalutary, to ſubmit to hi 
ſuperior merit. And by. thus uniting the whole au 
thority in a ſingle chief, he enabled Miltiades td 
gain a great victory over the Perſians, dl 

There is one quality very extraordinary, which 0! 


belongs to all the four great men I have been ſpeak 

ing of, and deſerves to be carefully taken notice of 
by a maſter, and to be pointed out to his ſcholars 
and that is their facility in ſacrificing their own pri 
vate reſentments to the good of the public. Theiß 
hatred had nothing implacable in it, no rancour, n0 
fury, as among the Romans. The ſafety of the 
Fate reconciles them without leaving any jealouſy oi 
gall behind it; and far from ſecretly croſſing the 
deſigns of à former rival, every one concurs wit 
zeal to the ſucceſs of his enter prizes, and the ad 
vancement of his glory. 

This quality, this characteriſtic, is one of the no 
bleſt, moſt difficult, and moſt ſuperior to huma 
nature, that we meet with in hiſtory; and, I mag ure 
venture to ſay, the moſt neceſſary and important foi ner 
perſons in high ſtations, in whom it is but too com effe 
mon to obſerve a narrowneſs of ſoul, which the ho 
are pleaſed to call great and noble, that puts them Ai 
upon being captious, nice, and jealous in point offi 
command, incompatible with their colleagues, ſoleli lis g 
attentive to their own glory, always ready to ſacritue p 

f ce the public to their private intereſt, and ſuſſeſ Ve 
ing their rivals to commit faults, that they may tui. 5 


them to their own advantage. | * © 
bc : cy 
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a But, we ſhall ſee a quite different conduct in the 
nM perſons whoſe characters we are now examining, 

na Themiſtocles, not long before the battle of Sala- 
de. mis, finding the Athenians regreted Ariftides, and 
hol were deſirous of his return, though he was the prin- 
hel cipal author of his baniſhment, made no ſcruple to 
m recal him by a decree in favour of all exiles, which 
. allowed them to return and aſſiſt their country with 
their counſel, and defend it with their valour. 

t Ariſtides, thus recalled, went ſome time after to 
find 'Themiſtocles in his tent, and gave him an im- 
portant piece of advice, upon which the ſucceſs of 
the war, and the ſafety of Greece depended, His 
diſcourfe deſerved to have been engraved in letters 
of gold. Themiſtocles, fays he, if we are wile, 
„we fhall henceforward lay aſide that vain and 
“ childiſh diſſenfion, which has hitherto ſet us at 
variance; and, by a more noble and uſeful emu- 
lation, ſtrive who ſhall take the moſt pains in ſer- 


pri 
hei ving our country; you, by commanding and do- 
aq“ ing the duty of a diſcreet and good officer; and 


* I, by obeying and afliſting you with my perſon 
and advice.” He then communicated to him 
what he judged neceſſary in the preſent conjuncture. 
Themiſtocles, aſtomſhed at his greatneſs of ſoul, 
and fo noble a frankneſs of ſentiments, was aſha- 
med to be outdone by his rival; and freely owning 
t, promiſed from thenceforth to imitate his gene- 
rous example, and, if poſſible, exceed it in his fu- 
ture conduct. Nor did all theſe profeſſions end in 
nere compliment, but were made good by conſtant 
effects: And Plutarch obſerves, that during the 
Yhole time Themiſtocles commanded, u Ariftides 
Wiſted him upon every occaſion with his advice and 
tredit, joy fully taking pains to promote the glory of 
lis greateſt enemy, through the motive of advancing 
wc public good, And when afterwards the diſgrace 

SOL 0, U. of 


' Herod. lib. 8, Plut. in vit. Themift, et Ariſtid. 
Ire ouverpor)e vt ouveBgrevev, tviotoralor Gn} TwInpiz nov? 
May roy EKH Plut. in vit. Ariſtid. 5 
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of 'Themiſtocles gave him a proper opportunity for 


revenge, u inſtead of reſenting the ill treatment he Y 
had received from him, he conſtantly refuſed to join 5 


with his enemies, as far from ſecretly rejoicing over 4 
the misfortune of his adverſary, as he had been be. 


fore from being afflicted at his good ſucceſs. n 
Is there in hiſtory any thing more entirely grand x 
and exalted than what we have now related ? Or dg 5 
we find any thing elſewhere which may juſtly be. 
compared with this noble and generous behaviour. 
of Ariſtides? * It is deſervedly admired as one of Ml. 
the moſt beautiful circumſtances in the life of AM. 
gricola, that he employed all his abilities and care. 
to augment the glory of his generals; but here it. 
was to advance that of the greateſt enemy. How, 
far ſuperior in merit ? N 
We have alſo in Cimon a great inſtance of theW, 
virtue I am deſcribing, who being actually baniſhed b 


by oſtraciſm, came notwithſtanding to take his place 
in his tribe to fight againft the Lacedzmonians, 
who till then had been conſtantly his friends, and c 
with whom he ſtood charged of holding private in- 
telligence. And when his enemies had obtained an 
order from the public council, to forbid his going « 
to the battle, he withdrew, and conjured his friends 
to approve his innocence and their own by their ac- 
tions. They took the armour of Cimon, placed it 
in his poſt, and fought with ſo much valour, that 
the moſt part of them loſt their lives, leaving the 
Athenians the utmoſt regret for their loſs, and ſe- 
verely repenting the unjuſt accuſations they had 
thrown upon them, 

The Athenians, upon the loſs of a conſiderable 
battle, recalled Cimon ; and Pericles himſelf, as we 
have before obſerved, was the perſon who drew up 

. an 


__ $09 Uvnoinduyoty » «+ « 0e d&nerauory txbpu Furvyivioc, 0571 
do tue mwporepov eh, t. Ibid, 5 8 5 
* Nec Agricola unquam in ſuam famam geſtis exultavit : ad aufto- 0 
rem et ducem, ut miniſter, fortunam referebat. Ita virtute in ob- 
ſequendo, verecundia in praedicando, extra inyidiam, nec cut ſt 
gloriam erat. Tacit, in vit. Agric, cap. 8. | 1 
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and propoſed the decree, by which he was recalled, 
though he had before contributed more than any 


other to his baniſhment. Upon which Plutarch 


makes a beautiful reflection, that wholly confirms 
all that I have advanced upon this ſubject. Peri- 
cles, ſays he, uſed his whole intereſt to bring back 
his rival, fo much were the quarrels of the citi- 
« zens moderated by the views of the public ad- 
vantage, and their animoſities always ready to be 
laid aſide as foon as the good of the ſtate requi- 
red it; and fo much did their ambition, which is 
« the moſt lively and moſt violent of paſſions, con- 
form and give way to the neceſſities and intereſts 


* of their country.” Cimon, upon his return, 


without complaining of his former ill uſage, or ta- 
king much upon him, and without ſeeking to pro- 
long a war, which made him neceſſary to his coun- 
try, readily execnted the ſervice expected from him, 
and immediately procured the peace it wanted, 


But nothing more clearly difcovers the inward. 


ſentiments of Pericles, his good nature, and aver- 
ſion to all hatred and revenge, than an expreſſion 
which fell from him a little before his death. His 
friends were ſitting round him as he lay ſick, and 
not thinking that he heard them, were talking a- 
mongſt themſelves in commendation of his govern- 
ment, and the nine trophies he had gained, when 
he interrupted them, and wondered, he ſaid, they 
mould dwell ſo much upon matters, in which for- 
tune had ſo great a ſhare, and were common to 
him with many other generals, and forget the great- 
eſt and moſt beautiful circumſtance of his life, that 
no Athenian had ever wore mourning upon his ac- 
count, „ a | 

The ſeveral particulars I have here mentioned, 
concerning the four great men, who were the orna- 
ments of the Athenian republic, may, in my opi- 
nion, be very uſeful, not only to ſuch young per- 
ſons as are deſtined to fill conſiderable places in the 
ſtate, but to people of all conditions whatſoever. 
For they let us ſee, how low and mean-ſpirited it is 
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to be envious and jealous of the virtue and reputa. 
tion of others ; and, on the other hand, how noble 
and generous to value, love, and commend the me- 
rit of our equals, colleagues, competitors, and e- 
ven enemies, if we have any, And theſe paſſages 
ot hiſtory ſhould make the greater impreſſion upon 
us, as they are not the ſpeculative leſſons of philo- 
fophers, but duties reduced to practice. | 


II. Of OsTracism, 


Oſtraciſm was a ſentence among the Athenians, 
by which they condemned any one to a kind of ba. 
niſhment that was to laſt ten years, unleſs that term 
was leſſened by the people. The conſent of fix 
thouſand citizens, at leaſt, was required for a con- 
demnation of this kind, They gave their vote, by 
writing the name of the perſon upon a ſhell, in 
Greek called 95pxxo», from whence came the name of 
oſtraciſm. This kind of banifhment was not inflic- 
ted as a puniſhment for any crime, nor conſidered 
as infamous; y the moſt illuſtrious citizens, and of. 
ten men of the greateſt probity, were expoſed to it, 
J do not here take upon me to plead or apologize 
in behalf of oſtraciſm, which, as it may be conſider- 
ed under different. views, may likewiſe occaſion ve- 
ry different judgments, As this law ſeemed only 
deſigned againſt virtue, and to be ſevere upon me- 
Tit, it is no wonder that, in this view, it ſhould ap- 
pear extremely odious and offenfive to every ra- 
tional man. This induced Valerius Maximus to 
charge this cuſtom as the folly and extravagance of 
the public in puniſhing the greateſt virtues as cri 
minal, and repaying the ſervices done to the ſtate 
with baniſhment. 2 Quid abeſt quin publica dementia 
fit exiſtimanda, ſummo conſenſu maximas virtutes quaſi 
graviſſima dolicta punire, beneficiaque injuriis repen- 


dere ? : 
Without 


* dliltiades, Cimon, Ariſtides, Themiſtoeles, &c, 
2 Val. Max, lib. 5. cap. 3. 
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Without attempting, therefore, abſolutely. to! ju- 
ftify oſtraciſm, I ſhall enquire a little into the rea- 
ſons of it, and examine the advantages that may a- 
nſe- from it. For I cannot imagine, that ſo wiſe a 
republic as that of Athens, would have ſo long ſuf- 
fered and authorized a cuſtom founded only upon- 
njuſtice and violence. And what confirms me in- 
this opinion is, that when. this.law was abrogated at 
Athens, it was not done becauſe it was unjuſt ; but 
decauſe having taken place in the caſe of a citizen. 
deſpiſed by all the world, (he was named Hyperbo- 
us, and lived in the time of Nicias and Alcibiades,) 
it was thought that oſtraciſm, degraded. by this. 
example, would ever after be a diſhonour to a man 
of probity, and injurious to his reputation. | 

b Thus. we ſee, that Tully. does not condemn 
this law with the ſame ſeverity. as Valerius Maxi- 
nus; and that, pleading againſt the baniſhment of 
dextins, though it was his intereſt to decry all ba- 
niſnments, he contents himielf with. accuſing the 
Athenians of lightneſs: and temerity.. Plutarch 
peaks. of it- in. ſeveral. places. in a very favourable: 
nanner, at leaſt without cenſure or reproach, as 
ve ſhall ſee. by 3 And this inclines me to be- 
keve,. that Valerius Maximus judged very ſuperfici- 
Ay of this law, and was too: callly prejudiced by 
ome inconveniencies attending it, without coaſider- 
ns thoroughly the advantages that might ariſe from 
t, We ſhall, therefore, now. examine what thoſe: 
advantages might be. | 

1. It. was avvery uſeful barrier againſt tyranny in 
{tate purely democratical, where liberty, which is 
the foul and ſovereign law of it, cannot ſubſiſt, but 
by equality. It was difficult. for the. people not to 

a U. z 


Ex Tory Juve xepdiac d Shwos oc vb vg ie uevoy TI TPXY {A XA 
mort nxAπν,Eaᷓ v, PHE AAVTEAOS, KEE xATrAvTty. Put. in Artilt. 

) Apud Athenicnſes, homines Graecos, longe a noltrorum homi»- 
dum gravitate disjunctos, non deerant qui rempublicam contra po- 
pli temeritatem de fer dcrent, cum omnes, qui ita fecerant, & civi- 
ate expellerentur -. Pro Sext. n. 141. 
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be ſuſpicious of the power of ſuch citizens, as hat 
raiſed themſelves above the reſt, e and whoſe am- 
bition, ſo natural to mankind, gave a juſt alarm te 
a republic extremely jealous of its independeney, 
It was proper to take meaſures at a diſtance fo 
. bringing them back into the ſphere, from whence 
their great abilities or great ſervices feemed to hay 
removed them. d They had ſtill in remembranc 
the tyranny of Piſiſtratus and his children, who had 
been only private citizens like, the reſt, They hadj 
Epheſus, Thebes, Corinth, Syracufe, and almoſt all 
the cities of Greece before their eyes, which wer 
all brought under fubjection to tyrants, at a tim 
when the citizens were under no apprehenſions of 
loſing their liberty. And who could be ſure, that 
Themiſtocles, Ephialtes, the elder Demoſthenes, 
Alcibiades, and even Cimon and Pericles, would 
have refuſed to reign at Athens, if they had been 
capable of attempting it, as Pauſanias and Lyſande 
did at Lacedzmon, and ſo many others in their re 
public, and as Cæſar did at Rome? 
2. This fort of baniſhment had nothing ſhame 
ful or ignominious in it. It was not, fays Plutarch 
a puniſhment for crimes and miſdemeanours, but a 
precaution judged neceſſary againſt a pride and 
power, which became formidable; it was a mild 
and gentle remedy againſt that envy, which is apt 
to form jealouſies and ſuſpicions of too great merit; 
and, in a word, a certain means of ſetting the mind 
of the people at eafe, without carrying them to any 
violence againſt the party baniſhed. For he preſer- 
ved the enjoyment and diſpoſal of his eſtate ; pol: 
ſeſſed all the rights and privileges of a citizen, with 
the hope of being reſtored within a fixed time 
which might be abridged by abundance of incidents, 
So that the engagements. which tied the banithed 
man 


© Ti Judt Papeig, Ku. Tpog tooryra In] AYσνμα ee 
Plat. in vit. Themiſt. | 2 

4 Athenienſes, propter Piſiſtrati tyrannidem, quae pancis annls 
ante fuerat, ompium eivium ſuorum potentiam extbncſechaut 
Corn. Nep. in Milt, cap. 8. 


of Profane Hiſtory. 227 | 


man to his country, were not broken by the oſtra- 
ciſm ; he was not driven to deſpair, nor forced up- 
on extremities, 'Thus we ſee by the event, that nei- 
ther Ariſtides, Cimon, or even Themiſtocles, or a- 
ny of the reſt, entered into engagements againſt 
their country, but, on the contrary, always conti- 
nued faithful and zealous for it. Whereas the Ro- 
mans, for the want of ſuch a law, extorted impre- 
cations from Camillus againſt his country, engaged 
Coriolanus to take up arms againſt it, as Sertorius 
did afterwards againſt his inclination. They came 
| at laſt to declare a citizen an enemy to the ſtate, as 
in the caſe of Cæſar, Mark Anthony, and ſeveral 
others; after which there was no remedy but in de- 
ſpair, nor any aſſurance of their own preſervation, 
but in violence and open war. 

3. By this law, the Athenians were alfo-preſerved 
from the civil wars, which ſo much diſturbed and 
ſhook the commonwealth of Rome. With ſuch a 
law as this, the Gracchi would not have been aſſaſ- 
finated. The Romans might perhaps have ſpared 
themſelves the wars of Marius and Sylla, of Cæſar 
and Pompey, and the fatal conſequences of the tri- 
umvirate. But as Rome wanted this mild and hu- 
mane remedy, © as Plutarch phraſes. it, fo proper 
to calm, ſoften, and aſſuage envy; whenever the 
wo factions of the ſenate and people were a little 
enflamed, there was nothing left, but to decide the 
quarrel by arms and violence. And this at laft 
drew upon Rome the loſs of her liberty, | 

Perhaps, therefore, we may have good reaſon to 
differ in our judgment concerning this law from 
Valerius Maximus and ſome others, who were of- 
fended only at the abuſe of it, without fully exa- 
mining into the real motives of its eſtabliſhment 
and its advantages, and without conſidering. that 
there is no law ſo good, but it may have its incon- 
veniencies in the application. 


III. Eu u- 
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III. Emulation in Arts and SCIENCES. 


Diodorus Siculus, in the preface to the twelfth 
book of his hiſtory, makes a very judicious reflec- 
tion upon the times and events I have now bcen 
ſpeaking of. He obſerves that Greece was never 


threatned with greater danger, than when Xerxes, 


after having ſubdued all the Aſiatic Greeks, brought 
againſt it ſuch a formidable army, as ſeemed to make 
the ſame fate an inevitable event. And yet it was 


never more glorious or triumphant than after the 


expedition of Xerxes, which, properly ſpeaking, was 
the epocha from whence to date the proſperity of 


Greece, and was in particular the occaſion and ori- 


gin of that glory which made the name of Athens 


famous. For the following fifty years produced 


in that city a multitude of men eminent in every 
kind of merit, in arts, ſeiences, war, government 
and politics. | 

To confine myſelf here only to arts and ſciences, 


what carried them in. fo ſhort a time to fo high a. 


degree of perfection, was the rewards and diſtinc- 
tions beſtowed on ſuch as excelled in them,. which 


kindled an incredible emulation amongſt the men 


of letters and excellent artiſts, | 

Cimon, returning from. a glorious campaign, 
brought back with him to Athens the bones-of 'The- 
ſeus. To preſerve the memory of this event, the 
people propoſed a prize to be contended for by the 


tragic poets, which became very famous. Judges. 


choſen by lot were to determine the merit of the 
performances, and adjudge the crown to the con- 


queror, amidſt the commendations and applauſes of 
the whole aſſembly. But the archon obſerving there 


was great caballing and partiality among the ſpecta- 
tors, nominared Cimon himfelf and: nine other ge- 
nerals to be judges. Sophocles, who was then but 
young, preſented his firſt piece, and gained the 
prize from Æſchylus, who till. then had been the 

: | honour 
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honour of the theatre, and inconteſtably the beſt 
yriter. He was unable to ſurvive his glory, left 
_  WAthens, and retired into Sicily, where he ſoon after 
th died of grief. As to Sophocles, his reputation con- 
c- Minually increaſed, and never left him, not even in 
en bis extreme old age. His children ſoliciting for a 


er ¶udgment againſt him, as being ſuperannuated, in- 
s, ¶ tead of a defence, he read before the judges a piece 
ht Ihe had lately finiſhed, entitled, Oedipus Coloneus, 
ke Wand unanimouſly gained his cauſe. 3 


The glory of carrying the prize in theſe diſputes, 
where all ſorts of perfons took pains to produce 
ſomething extraordinary, was held ſo diſtinguiſhed 


of Wan honour, as to become the object of the ambition 
i- Wof princes, as we learn from the hiſtory of the two 
ns WDionyſtus's of Syracuſe, ot. 
ed f'Twas a glorious day, and the moſt affecting de- 


ight to Herodotus, when all Greece aſſembled at 
the Olympic games declared, whilſt they heard him 
read his hiſtory, that they thought they heard the 
Muſes ſpeaking by his mouth ; which occaſioned 
the nine Books of his work being called by the 
name of the nine Muſes, And the caſe was the 
ame with the orators and poets, who ſpoke their 
cations, and read their poems there in public. How 
great a ſpur to glory muſt the applauſes have been, 
hich were received before the eyes and with the 
cclamations of almoſt all the people of Greece? 
There was no leſs emulation amongſt the artiſans 
of merit; and this was the reaſon, that under Pe- 
ncles all arts were carried in ſo ſhort a time to the 


ugheſt degree of perfection. Wi 0 : 
n. £ Twas he that built the Odeon, or theatre of 
of Wiuſic, and made the decree, by which it was or- 
re lained, that the games and diſputes for Prizes of 


luſic ſhould be celebrated on the feaſt of the Pa- 
athenza ; and being choſen the judge and diſtri- 
ter of the prizes, he thought it no diſhonour to 

regulate 


* r Lucian. in Herodot. t Plut, in vit. Pericl. 
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regulate and aſſign the laws and conditions of this 
kind of diſputes. | 
h Who has not heard of the name of Phidias, and 
the fame of his works? This celebrated ſculptor, 
who was more ſenſible to glory than intereſt, ven. 
tured, notwithſtanding the extreme delicacy of the 
_ Athenians in this particular, to infert his name, or 
at leaſt the reſemblance of his countenance, on a 
famous ftatue ; as judging he could have no bette 
recompence for all his labour, than to ſhare an im- 
mortality with it, whereof he had been the autho 
and cauſe.” Nen © MOOT! te 120 

We know with wort ardour the painters entered 
the liſts againſt one another, and how eagerly the) 
diſputed for the prize. Their works were expoſe 
in public, and judges that were alike excellent and 
uncorruptible adjndged the victory to the molt de 

been 6701977 Of 1 
Parrhaſius and Zeuxis contended in this mannet 
with each other. The latter had drawn grapes ſc 
exactly alike, that the birds came and pecked a 
them, The other had drawn a curtain. Zeuxis 
proud of the mighty ſuffrage of the birds, with ar 
inſulting air bid him draw afide his curtain, an 


thew what he had done. He ſoon found his mi. 
take, and yielded the palm to his rival, ingenuoufjf 
confeffing himſelf conquered, for he had only de 
ceived the birds, whereas Parrhaſius had deceive n 


him, as great a maſter as he was in the art. 

What I have obſerved of the paſſion, excited b 
a fingle man in Athens for arts and ſciences, ma 
ſhew us of what ſervice emulation may be to a ſtat 
when applied to — uſeful to the public, and rei 
ſtrained and kept within juſt bounds. How gre 
an honour has Greece derived from the great artiſt 
and learned men ſhe produced in ſuch abundanct 
whoſe works, ſuperior to the injury of time an( 
2 f 25-343 | 441 maligni 
d Plut. in vit. Pericl. : 
i Intelleto errore, conceſſit palmam ingenuo pudore, quenis 


ipſe yolucres fefelliſſet, Parrhaſius autem fe artificem. Pline ll 
35+ cap. 10. 8 Es | 
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malignity of envy, are ſtill looked upon, and ever 
will be, as the rule of a good taſte and model of 
perfection? Honours and rewards annexed to merit 
rouze and awaken induſtry, animate the ſoul, and 
riſe mankind as it were from ſtupefaction and le- 
thargy, and in a ſhort time fill a kingdom with il- 
luſtrious perſons of every kind. The late M. Col- 
bert, miniſter of ſtate, ſet apart forty thouſand 
crowns a year to be diſtributed among ſuch as excel- 
kd in any art or ſcience; and he often told k ſome 
that were admitted to an intimacy with him, upon 
whoſe intelligence and recommendation he relied in 
this particular, that if there was a man of merit in 
ge kingdom that ſuffered, or was in want, it was 
to be charged.upon their conſciences, who would be 
mſwerable for it. Such expences as theſe never 
ruin a ſtate ; and a miniſter, who has a ſincere love 
for his prince and country, can ſcarce ſerve them 
etter, than by procuring them ſuch ineſtimable ad- 
rntages, and ſo laſting a glory, at ſo ſmall an ex- 
pence, For, as | Horace has ſaid upon another oc- 
ation, when men of probity are under any neceſ- 
ty, friends may be purchaſed at a cheap rate; 


Vilis amicorum et annona, bonis ubi quid deeft, 


LE THIRD PIECE, extracted from the GRECIAaN 


Of the LACEDEMONIAN Government. 


THERE is nothing perhaps in all profane hiſto- 


artist ry better atteſted, nor at the ſame time more 
anceſWcredible, than the Lacedzmonian government, 
e an(Þd the diſcipline eſtabliſhed by Lycurgus, This 
ignite legiſlator was ſon to one of the two kings of 


: Sparta, 
uon ; NES ; 
Mins "YN M1. Perrault, & M. PAbbe Gallois. 1 Hor. lib. 1. Ep. 12. 
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Sparta, who governed jointly ; and might eaſiy 
have obtained the crown, if: he had pleaſed, upon 
the death of his elder brother, who left no male iſ. 
ſue behind him. But he thought himſelf obliged 
to wait till the Queen his ſiſter was brought to bed 
who was then with child; and upon her happy de- 
hvery, he took upon him to be tutor and guardian | 
to the infant againſt the attempts of its own mother if \ 
who had offered to make away with her ſon, if Ly} 
CUT gus would marry her. t 

He formed the bold deſign of ee reform 
ing the Lacedæmonian government; and that he 
might be the better enabled to make wiſe regula. 
tions in it, he judged it expedient to take ſevera 
journeys, to inform himſelf perſonally of the diffeW n 
rent manners of nations, and adviſe with ſuch pere. 
ſons as were beſt ſkilled and moſt experienced in the 
arts of government. He began with the iſle of 
Crete, which was famous for its rigid and feverc 
laws; from thence he paſſed into Aſia, where the 
oppoſite extreme prevailed ; and laſtly, he went in 
to Egypt, the ſeat of the ſciences, wiſdom, and good 
counſcl. 

His long abſence ſerved only to make him tht 
more deſired by his citizens; and the kings them 
ſelves preſſed him to return, as being ſenſible the) 
ſtood in need of his authority to keep the people 
within the bounds of duty and obedience. At hi 
return to Sparta, he took pains to change the whol, 
form of the government, upon a perſuaſion tha 
ſome particular laws would produce no great effect 
He began with gaining over the principal men o 
the city, to whom he communicated his views; an 
being fully aſſured of their concurrence, he cam 
into the public aſſembly, attended by a body of {ol 
diers, to terrify and intimidate all ſuch as ſhoul 
oppoſe his deſign. 

The new form of government he introduced 1 
Lacedzmon, may be reduced to three principal in 
ſtitutions. 1 
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ily | 
on The firſt INSTITUTION, The Senate. 
if 
008 The greateſt and moſt conſiderable of all the new 
dM inſtitutions of Lycurgus, was that of the ſenate, 
de. which, as Plato obſerves, tempering the too abſolute 
ian power of the kings by an authority equal to theirs, 
cr. was the principal cauſe of the ſafety of the ſtate. 
Ly For whereas before it was always tottering, ſome- 


times inclining towards tyranny through the vio- 
lence of their kings, and ſometimes to a democracy 
through the too abſolute power of the people ; this 
ſenate ſerved as a counterpoiſe to keep it in equili- 
brium, and give it a firm and certain fituation ; 
n the cight and twenty ſenators, of which it was 
compoſed, adhering to the kings, when the people 
were for aſſuming too much power; and going o- 
yer on the other hand to the fide of the people, 
whenever the kings attempted to carry their autho- 
rity too high. 

Lycurgus having thus qualified the government, 
thoſe who came after him found the power of the 
thirty, who compoſed the ſenate, ſtill too ſtrong 
and powerful; for which reaſon they gave it a curb, 
by oppoſing the authority of the n ephori to it above 


* 


theWan hundred and thirty years after Lycurgus. The 
op|Fephori were five in number, and continued but one 
hi year in office. They had a right to arreſt the kings, 
hol and commit them to priſon, as happened in the caſe 


of Pauſanias, 'Theſe ephori were firſt inſtituted 
under King Theopompus. And as his wife re- 
proached him with leaving his children a far leſs 
mthority than he had received, Ne, o ſays he, 7 
all leave them a much greater, as it will be more 


bſting, 


; Vol. III. X The 
-d 1 | + 
linz This council conſiſted of thirty perſont, including the two 


kings, 
" That is, comptrollers, inſpectors. 
Meg Key Iv, exe, bow xpoviottpor, 
» 
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The ſecond In$T1TUTION. The diviſion of the land, ft 
and prohibition of gold and ſilver money, WF: 
| K 

t 


The ſecond inſtitution of Lycurgus, and the bold. 
eſt of all, was the diviſion of the lands. He judged 
it abſolutely neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment of peace f 
and good order in the republic. Moſt of the inha- W 0 
bitants of the country were ſo poor, that they had Ml | 
not an inch of ground belonging to them, and all M» 
the wealth lay in the hands of a few private per- 
ſons. That he might therefore baniſh inſolence, Mp 
envy, fraud, and luxury from the government, with MW 1 
two other evils, ſtill greater and of longer ſtanding MW i 
than theſe, T mean indigence and exceflive riches; 
he perſuaded all the citizens to give up their lands 
in common, and to make a new diſtribution of 
them, that they might live together in a perfect e. 
quality, without any other pre-eminence and ho- 
nour, than what: was given to virtue and merit. wf 

This was immediately done. He divided thei" 
lands of Laconia into thirty thouſand parts, which 
he diſtributed amongſt the people of the country ; 


and made nine thouſand parts of the territory 0 i: 
Sparta, which he diſtributed amongſt ſo many citi- N. 
zens. Tis ſaid, that ſome years after, as LycurgusM'* 
Was returning from a long journey, and crofling 
the lands of Laconia, which had juſt been reaped im 
obſerving the heaps of the ſheaves to be perfect 
equal, he turned towards thoſe that followed him n 
and ſaid to them ſmiling, Ii not Laconia like the in fol 
" heritance of ſeveral brethren, who have juſt divide if 
it between them? _ | OLE: 49 * 
After he had thus divided their immoveable ef 
ſtates, he endeavoured to make them alſo dividt de 
their other wealth, that there might be no kind 0 ny 
inequality among them, But finding he ſhoulc mY 


meet with more difficulty in this, if he attempted ! 
openly, he went another way to work, by ſappin! 
the very foundations of avarice. For firſt of ai! 

| * | p90. { 


* 
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prohibited all gold and filver money, and ordered 


that only iron money ſhould be in uſe; and this he 
made ſo heavy, and ob ſo little value, that a man 


muſt have a cart with two. oxen: to carry the ſum of 


ten ? mine, and a whole chamber to lock it up in, 
Further, he. drove all uſeleſs and ſuperfluous arts 

from Sparta, which indeed, if he had not done, moſt 

of them muſt have dropt of themſelves, and been 


loſt with the old money ; for the artificers would 


not have known what to have done with their work; 
nd this iron money was not current in the other 
parts of Greece, where inſtead of ſetting a value 
upon it, they only laughed at it, and made it che 
ſubject of their raillery. 


The third InsTITUTION. Public meats. 


| Lycurgus, reſolving to make a ftill more vigorous 


var upon ſoftneſs and luxury, and entirely to*root 
up the love of riches, made a third inſtitution, re- 
kting to meals. That he might banith thence all 
coſtlineſs and magnificence, he ordered that the ci- 


tzens ſhould all dine together upon the ſame vic- 


tuals which were preſcribed by the law, and ex- 
preſly prohibited them from eating in their own pri- 
nte houſes. I, | | | 

By this inſtitution of common meals, and a frugal 
implicity in diet, we may ſay that he changed in a 


manner the nature of riches, 4 by leaving nothing 


d them to make them defirable, or likely to be 
toln, or even capable of enriching thoſe who poſ- 
kfſed them; for there was no longer any opportn- 
3 uſing or enjoying their wealth, nor even of 
taking a ſhew of it, ſince the poor and rich were 
d eat together in the ſame place; and no one was 
owed to come into the common halls, after baving 


ktified his hunger with other food; for whoever 


refuſed to eat and drink, was carefully marked out, 
ad reproached with his intemperance or too great 
| A2 delicacy, 

Five hundred livres. 
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but ſuch as was never low. or ſhocking; and as ſoo 
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delicacy, which induced him to deſpiſe theſe public 
meals. © 

The rich were extremely incenſed at this inſtitu. 
tion, and it was upon this occafion, in a popular in- 
furrection, that a young man named Alcander ſtruck 
out one of Lycurgus's eyes with a cudgel. 'Fhe peo- 
ple enraged at fuch a violence, gave up the young 
man into Lycurgus's hand, who well knew how to 
be revenged of him, for he treated him with fo 
much mildneſs and good nature, that from bcing 
very hot and paſſionate, he ſoon brought him to be 
very calm and diſcreet, 2. 

The tables contained each about fifteen perſons, 
and before any one could be admitted, he muſt be. 
agreeable to the reſt of the company. Every one ſent 
in monthly a buſhel of meal, eight meaſures of wine, 
tive pound of cheeſe, two pound and an half of figs, 
and ſome ſmall matter of their money for the drefling 
and ſeaſoning of the proviſions, Every one was ob- 
liged to be preſent at the public meal, and King Agis 
a long while after, returning from a glorious expedi- 
tion, and diſpenſing with himſelf from doing ſo, that 
he might dine with the Queen his wife, was repri- 
manded and punithed, Children were allowed alſo. 
to be preſent at theſe meals, and were brought thi, 
ther as to a ſchool of wiſdom and temperance. There, 
they heard grave diſcourſes upon government, and 
ſaw nothing but what was inſtructive, The conver - 
ſation was often enlivened by refined wit and raillery 


as any one was perceived to grow uncaly at it, the) 
always left off. Here alſo they learned to keep . 
ſecret ; and when a young man entered the hall 
the eldeſt would ſay to him, pointing to the door 
Nothing of what is ſaid here, goes out there. | 

The moſt elegant part of their food was what the 
called the black broth, and the old men preferred ii 


to whatever elſe was ſerved up to table, * n 
„ th. 


Ubi cum tyrannus cœnaviſſet, Dionyſius negavit ſe jure i 


nigro, quod cœnæ caput erat, delectatum. Tum is, qui illa coxeW xen 
rat 
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the tyrant, being invited to one of theſe entertain - 


lic ments, ſeemed to think quite otherwiſe of it, and 


thought it a very inſipid ragoo. I do not wonder 
at that, ſays the perſon who made it, for there want- 
n led the ſeaſoning. What ſeaſoning ? replies the ty- 
ant. The chace, ſweat, fatigue, hunger and thirſt, 
©0- Wfor with theſe, adds the cock, we ſeaſon our pro-- 
ions. | 


| IV. Other INSTITUTIONS... 
bo Lycurgus looked upon the education. of children 


the moſt important. concern. of a legiſlator, It 
as his great principle that they belonged more pro- 


be xerly to the ſtate, than their parents; and for this. 


cntWfon he would not ſuffer them to be brought up 


© Ys they pleaſed, but obliged. the public to take care 
775 their education, that they might be formed upon 
1 onſtant and uniform principles. and early inſpired 
1 ith the love of virtue and their country. 

10 As foon as a child was born, it was viſited by the 
+ ders of every tribe; and if they found it well. 
ade, ſtrong and: lively, they ordered: it to be 
Fe rought up; and afligned it one of the nine thou-- 


ind portions: for its inheritance, If om the other 
nd they found it ill ſhaped, tender and weakly, 
*. nd judged. it to want health and ſtrength, they con- 
kmned it to periſh, and cauſed it to be expoſed. 
Children were early accuſtomed-not to be difficult 
nice about their victuals; not to be afraid in the 
uk; not to be frighted at their being left alone; 
t to be peeviſh, brawling, or crying; to walk 
re foot; to enure themſelves to fatigue; 5 to lie 
on the bare ground; to wear the fame clothes in 
inter as in ſummer, to harden. themſelves. againſt 
at and cold. | 
X 3 At 


N 6 Minime mirum,. inquit; condimentz*enim defuerunt. Quae 

dem, inquit ille? Labor in venatu, ſudor, curſus ab Eurota, fas 
ſitis. His enim rebus Lacedaemoniorum epulac condiuntur.. 

cul. quaeſt. 5. n. g8. 

obe Xcnophon in Lacedaem. republic. 
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At ſeven years old they were diſtributed into claf- 
ſes, where they were all brought up together under 
the ' ſame diſcipline. : Their education properly 
ſpeaking was no more than an apprenticeſhip to o- 
bedicnce ; their legiſlator being thoroughly convin- 
ced that the ſureſt means of forming citizens ſub- 
miſſive to the laws and magiſtrates, in which the 
good order and happineſs of a ſtate conſiſts, was to 
teach children from their infancy to be perfectly o- 
bedient to their maſters, | 

Whilſt they were at table, the maſter propoſed 
queſtions to the boys. As for inftance, ho is the 
beft man in the city? What ſay you to ſuch an action? 
Their anſwer was expected to be ready, and attend- 
ed with a reafon and proof conceived in a few words; 
for they early accuſtomed them to the Laconic ſtyle, 
z, e. to a ſhort and concife one, Lycurgus required 
that the money ſhould be very heavy and of ſmall 
value; and that their difcourſe on the contrary 
ſhould expreſs a great deal in a little compaſs. 

As to letters, they learned no more than was ab- 
folutely neceſſary. All the ſciences were baniſhed 
their country. Their ſtudy was only how to obey, 
to endure” labour and fatigue, and to conquer in 
battle. One of the moſt worthy and moſt capable 
citizens preſided over their education, and appoint 
ed each clafs ſuch maſters as were generally eſteem 
ed for wiſdom and probity. | 

Theft was not only not prohibited the boys, but 
even commanded; I mean theft of a particula 
Kind, which properly ſpeaking had no more of it 
but the name. I fhall explain in my reflections 
the reaſons and views of Lycurgus in allowing it 
They crept the moſt dextroufly and cunningh 
they could into the gardens and public halls, anc 
carried off what herbs or victuals they were able; i 
they were diſcovered, they were puniſhed for wan 
of ſkill. It is ſaid, that one of them having ſtole 7 
young fox, hid it under his clothes, and let .it teal 

| inte 
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nto his belly with its teeth and claws, without cry- 
ing out, till he fell down dead upon the ſpot. | 
The patience and reſolution of the Lacedzmoni- 
o- Jan youth were put to the ſevereſt trial upon the ce- 
n.: Micbration of a feaſt in honour of Diana, ſirnamed 
b-W0rthia, u when the children, in the ſight of their 


he parents, and in preſence of the whole city, ſuffered 


to lthemſelves to be laſhed till the blood ran down up- 


o- Mon the altar of that inhuman goddeſs, and ſome- 


times expired under the blows, without crying out, 


fathers, who ſtood by and ſaw them covered all o- 
ver with blood and wounds, were the perſons who 
exhorted them to hold out conſtantly to the end. 
Plutarch aſſures us, that he ſaw ſeveral children 
vith his own eyes loſe their lives in this cruel diver- 


to the city of Lacedæmon, patiens Lacedemon ; and 
mother author makes a man, who had endured 


fay, Tres plagas Spartand nabilitate concoxi. 

The moſt uſual employment of the Lacedæmoni- 
ans was hunting, and the different exerciſes of the 
body. They were prohibited the exerciſe of any 
mechanical art. The Hotes, who were a kind of 
ain revenue for them. 2 1 | 

It was Lycurgus's will that his citizens. ſhould 
have. a great deal of leiſure. They bad common 
halls, where they met together for converſation, 
And though their diſcourſe frequently turned upon 
grave and ferious ſubjects, it was ſeafoned with a wit 
ad agreeableneſs, which inſtructed and corrected, 

| | - whilſt 


1 Spartae pueri ad aram fic verberibus accipiuntur, ut multus & 
nſceribus- fanguis exeat, nonnunquam etiam, ut cum ib! eſſem au- 
liebam, ad necem : quorum non modo nemo exclamavit unquam, 
kd ne ingemuit quid:m, Cie. lib. 2. Tuſe. quaeſt. n. 34. 


ant, et laceros ac ſemianimes rogant, perſeverent vulnera pracders 
ulneribus. Senec. de provid. cap. 4. * | | 
1 Od. 2 lib. do 


or ſo much as uttering a groan, * And their own 


fon. Hence y Horace gives the epithet of patience 


three good blows of a cudgel without complaining, 


ſaves, cultivated their lands, and paid them a cer- 


* Ipſi illos patres adhortantur, ut ictus flagellorum fortiter perfe- : 
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24 Of Profane Hiftory. 
whilſt. it diverted them. They were ſeldom alone: 


but were accuſtomed to live like bees, in ſwarms, 
and always around their chiefs. y 'The love of their 
country, and the common good, was their prevail» 
ing paſſion. 'Fhey thought they were not to live 
for themſelves, but for their country. Pedaretus 

not having had the honour of being choſen one of 
the three hundred, who held a certain place of di. 
ſtinction in the city, returned home very chearful 
and eaſy, ſaying, He was overjoyed to find there 
were three bed better men in Sparta than him- 
Every thing at Sparta inſpired the love of virtue, 

and” hatred of vice; the actions of the citizens, 
their converſations, and even the public infcripti- 

ons. It was hard for men, brought up in the midſt 

of ſo many precepts and living examples, not to be- 

eome as virtuous as Pagans could. be. It was to pre- 

ſerve this happy habitude in them, that Lycurgus 

did not allow all forts of perſons to travel, leſt they 

fhould return with foreign manners, and licentious 

cuſtoms, which would ſoon have inſpired them with 

a diſguſt for the life and maxims of Lacedæmon. 

He likewiſe expelled all foreigners the city, who. 

came only for curioſity, and not out of ſome uſe- 

ful or proſitable intention; apprehending that they 
might bring with them the faults and vices of their 
. country ;. and fully convinced, that it was more im- 
portant and neceſſary to ſhur the gates of the city 
againſt corruption of manners, than againſt plagues: 
and peſtilenee. 

Properly ſpeaking, the buſineſs and exerciſe of 
the Lacedæmonians was war. Every thing had a 
tendency that way, and breathed nothing but arms; 
Their manner of life was far leſs rigid in the field, 
than at home; and they were the only people in the 
world, to whom war was a ſeaſon of repoſe and re- 
freſhment; becauſe then, the obligations to that one 

and 
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ne ; Wd ſevere diſcipline, which they obſerved at Sparta, 
vere ſomewhat relaxed, and greater liberty allowed 
them, With them the firſt and moſt inviolable law 
of war, 2 as Demaratus told Xerxes, was never to 
turn their backs, how far ſuperior ſoever in num- 
her the enemy might be; never to quit their poſt ; 
never to ſurrender their arms, in a word, to con- 
quer or die, And hence it was, that a mother 
adviſed her ſon, who was ſetting out for a campaign, 
ere Sto return with his buckler, or upon his buckler : 
m. And another hearing, that her ſon was ilain in bat- 

tle, in defence of his country, replied coldly, b It 
ue, Nuss for that end I brought him into the world, And 


NS; this was the common diſpoſition of the Lacedzmo- 


ti-Nnans. © After the famous battle of Leuctra, which 
aſt Nras fo fatal to them, the parents of thoſe who were 
X- killed in fighting, congratulated one another, and 
e- nan to the temples to thank the gods, becauſe their 
us children had done their duty; whereas the parents 
CY ef thoſe who ſurvived the defeat, were inconſola- 
ble. Such as fled, were, ever after, infamous at 
oparta, They were not only excluded all offices 
ind employments, the aſſemblies, and ſhows, but 
t was a diſgrace to marry a daughter to them, or. 
uke a daughter from them; and they were publicly. 
fronted upon every occaſion, without any remedy. 
tor the injury offered. 43 bi | 8 

They never went to battle, till they had implored 
the aſſiſtance of the gods by ſacrifices and public 
prayers; and then they marched againſt the enemy 
n full confidence, as being thoroughly affured of 
the divine protection, or, to uſe the expreſſion of 


them ; de Tv Ot our apourog- | rr 

„ When they had broke their enemies, and put 
hem to flight, they purſued them no farther than 
| | | | ne was 


Herod. lib. 6, 
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was neceſſary to ſecure the victory; after which the 
retired, as judging it neither glorious, nor worthy 
of Greece, to cut in pieces ſuch as yielded. or mad: 
no reſiſtance. And this was no leſs uſeful than ho 
nourable to them; for their enemies, knowing tha 
all who oppoſed were put to the ſword, and that 
_ ſuch as ran away eſcaped, generally preferred 
flight to reſiſtance, _ | 

After the firſt inſtitutions. of Lycurgus were re 
ceived and eſtabliſhed by uſe, and the form of go 

verament he had eſtabliſhed, ſeemed ftrong enoug 
to ſupport itſelf, without any other aſſiſtance ;, d 2 
Plato ſays of God, that having finiſhed the creati- 
on of the world, he rejoiced when he firſt faw it 
move with ſuch harmony and exactitude: So, this 
wiſe legiſlator, charmed with the grandeur and beau- 
ry of his laws, found a double ſatisfaction in ſeeing 

them ſubſiſt alone and make ſo happy a progreſs. 
But, detiring to make them as immortal and un 
_ changeable as human prudence would admit, he told 
the people there was one point ſtill remaining, more 
important and eflential than all the reſt, about whic 
ke would conſult the oracle of Apollo; and in thei 
mean time, he obliged them all by an oath to keep 
up the form of government he had eſtabliſhed, till 
fuch time as he ſhould return. When he came to 
Delphos, he enquired of the god, whether: his laws 
were good, and ſufficed to make the Spartans hap- 
py and virtuous. : Apollo anſwered, that his law 
were perfect; and that, fo long as Sparta ſhould 
obſerve them, it would be the moſt glorious city in 
the world, and enjoy entire felicity. Lycurgus ſen 
this anſwer to Sparta, and, judging his miniſtry ac- 
compliſhed, he died voluntarily at Delphos, by ab- 
ſtaining from food. He was of opinion, that the 
death of great men and miniſters ſhould not be in- 
Ggnificant or uſeleſs to the commonwealth, but a 
f 8 conſequence 


4 This paſſage of Plato is in his Timaens, and . {han vs reaſon to 
believe, tbat he had read what Moſes ſays of God, upon the crea- 
tion of the world. Vidit Deus cuncta quae fecerat, et crant vald 
bona. Gen. i. 32. | 


”. 
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mſequence of their adminiſtration, one of their 
zofſt conſiderable actions, and as honourable, if not 
nore ſo, than all the reſt of their lives, He thought 
herefore, to die in this manner, would be confirm- 
pg and crowning all the ſervices he had done his 
kllow-citizens during his life, as his death would ob- 
ge them to obſerve his ordinances for ever, which 
hey had ſworn to obſerve inviolably till his return. 


hey 
thy 
ade 


re. The heathen were generally of opinion, that eve- 
go- y man had a right to put himſelf to death, when- 
gever he pleaſed, | 


I: FLECTIONS upon the Government of SPAR- 
TA, and the Laws of LYCURGUS. 


I. Things laudable in the laws of Lycurgus. 


Were we to judge only by the event, there muſt 
ave been a large fund of wiſdom and prudence in 
te laws of Lycurgus, ſince, fo long as they were 
blerved at Sparta, which was for above five hun- 
Ired years, that city was ſo powerful and flouriſh- 
ug. They were, ſays © Plutarch, ſpeaking of the 
uus of Sparta, leſs a form of government and ci- 
I. adminiſtration, than the conduct and rules of a 
iſe man, who paſſes his whole life in the exerciſes 
ff virtue, Or rather, adds the ſame author, as the 
vets feign of Hercules, that with his lion's ſkin 
ud club only he ran through the world, and pur- 
d it of robbers and tyrants: So Sparta, with a 
limple roll of parchment, and a ſorry cloak, gave 
km to all Greece, which willingly ſubmitted to their 
mpire, threw down tyrannies and uſurpations, put 
n end ro wars at their pleaſure, and calmed ſediti- 
bs, moſt frequently without taking up arms, and 


it a 
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by the diſpatch of a ſingle embaſſador, who n 
ſooner appeared, than all the ſtates in ſubjectio 
ranged themſelves around him, like bees about their 
king; ſo great an awe and reverence had the juſtice 
and good government of that city imprinted upo 
all mankind. PT pus 5 


pe he 5 nature of the Spartan Government. 


There is a reflection in Plutarch, at the cloſe o 
the life of Lycurgus, which is itſelf a great elogiun 
upon this wiſe legiſlator. He ſays, that Plato, Dio 
genes, Zeno, and all the reſt, who have undertaker 
to treat of the eſtabliſhment of civil government, hay 
formed their ſchemes upon Lycurgus's plan; wit! 
this difference, that they went no farther than mer 
deſcription, whereas Lycurgus, without ſtopping : 
ideas and projects, reduced his inimitable deſigns t{ 
practice, and formed a whole city of philoſophers, 
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To ſucceed the better, and to eſtabliſh a republi a 
as perfect as poſſible, he in a manner blended toge Þ 
ther whatever was to be found in any kind of go 
vernment, that ſeemed moſt conducive to the intg fi 
reſt of the republic, by qualifying one with the off le 
ther, and balancing the inconveniencies of each if X 
particular by the advantages ariſing from the unio ge 
of all together. Sparta was in ſome reſpects m nc 
narchical, from the authority of her kings; th pl 
council of the thirty, or ſenate, was a true ariſtq di 
cracy; and the power the people had of noming 92 
ting the ſenators, and giving a ſanction to the law 7/ 
was a branch of democratical government, The i 7: 
ſtitution of the Ephori afterwards, corrected wh 80 
was amiſs in the firſt regulations, and ſupplied wha dif 
ever could be wanting. Plato, in more than og mu 
paſſage, admires the wiſdom of Lycurgus in the r 
ſtabliſhment of the ſenate, which was equally ben rei; 
ficial to the kings and people; as by this means, ii inc 
law became the meaſure of the regal power, andt \ 


people's obedience ; or, as Plato ſays in the note WM *+ 
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bottom, the laws became the ſovereigns of men, and 
not men the tyrants of the laws g. | 


II. The equal Diviſion of Lands, ad Prohibition f 
Gold and Silver Money, 


The deſign of Lycurgus, in making an equal diſ- 
tribution of lands amongſt the citizens, and baniſh- 
ing luxury, avarice, quarrels, and diſſenſions from 
Sparta, at the fame time that he prohibited the uſe 
of gold and ſilver, would appear to us a fine ſcheme 
of a republic, but impoſſible to be executed, if we 
did not learn from hiſtory, that Sparta ſubſiſted in 
this ſtate for ſeveral ages. Could we conceive, that 
he could ever have prevailed upon the rich and o- 
pulent to give up all their ſtores and revennes, to 
blend themſelves with the poor in every circum- 
ſtance, to ſubmit to a painful and ſevere regimen of 
life, and, in a word, to forbear the uſe of ever 
thing they conſidered before as eſſential to the aſs 
and happineſs of life? And yet this Lycurgus 
brought about, 

Such an eſtabliſhment would be the leſs ſurpri- 
fiog, if it had ſubſiſted only during the life of the 
legiſlator ; but we know it ſurvived him many ages. 
Xcnophon, in the- panegyric he has left upon A- 
gelilaus, and Tully, in one of his orations, takes 
notice, that the Lacedzmonians were the only peo- 
ple in the world, who made no alterations in their 
diſcipline and laws for the courſe of ſo many ages. 
Soli, ſays he, ſpeaking of the Lacedzmonians, zoty 
orbe terrarum ſeptingentos jam annos ampliùs unis mo- 
ribus et nunquam mutatis legibus vivunt. There is 
good reaſon to believe, that, in Tully's time, the 
diſcipline of Sparta, as well as its power, was ve 
much enfeebled and diminiſhed : But all hiftorians 
agree, that it was kept up in its full force till the 
reign of Agis, under whom Lyſander, who, though 
incapable himſelf of being dazzled or corrupted by 

Vol. HI. * gold, 
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gold, introduced luxury into his country and a fond. 
neſs for riches, by carrying thither the immenſe ſums 
of gold and filver he had gained by his victories, 
and thereby ſubverting the laws of Lycurgus. This 
event well deſerves to be here taken notice of. 

b Lyſander, having got great ſpoils at the taking 
of Athens, ſent all the gold and filver to Lacedz- 
mon. They held a council, to debate whether or 
not they ſhould receive it; a rare and excellent de- 
liberation, and the only inſtance of the kind to be 

met with in hiſtory! The wiſeſt and moſt under- 
ſtanding men of Sparta, adhering ſtrictly to the law, 
were of opinion, ! that this gold and filver ſhould 
be thrown out of the city with horror and execra- 
tion, as a fatal plague, and a dangerous allurement 
to all kinds of miſchief. But others, and the far 
greater number, propoſed a middle way, and the 
expedient was followed. 'They ordered the gold and 
ſilver to be retained, but to be only employed in the 
public treaſury, and affairs of ſtate; and that if a- 
ny private man ſhould be found to have any of it, he 
ſhould immediately be put to death. k They were 
imprudent and blind enough to imagine, ſays Plu- 
tarch, that it was ſufficient to hinder gold and ſilver 
from entering into their houſes, by placing the law 
and the fear of puniſhment as a centinel at their 
doors; whilſt they left the hearts of their citizens 
open to the admiration and deſire of riches, and in- 
troduced a ſtrong paſſion for accumulating them, 
by making it be conſidered as great and honourable 
to become rich. | | 

But the introduction of gold and ſilver money 
was not the firſt wound the Lacedzmonians gave to 
the laws of their legiſlator. It was the 3 

1725 | 0 
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of the violation of another more fundamental law. 
Ambition paved the way to avarice. The deſire of 
conqueſt drew after it a deſire of riches, without 
which they could no longer think of extending their 
dominion. The principal end of Lycurgus in the 
pſtitution of his laws, and eſpecially in the prohi- 
bition of gold and ſilver, was, as Polybius and Plu- 
tarch have judiciouſly obſerved, to bridle and re- 
ſtrain the ambition of the citizens, to diſable them 
from making any conqueſts, and to force them in 
ſome meaſure to confine themſelves within the nar- 
rw precincts of their own. country, without carry- 
ing their views or pretenſions any farther. In 
ſhort, the government he had eſtabliſhed ſufficed to 
defend the frontiers of Sparta, but. was: inſufficient. - 
to give her dominion over other cities. 

The deſign of Lycurgus was not to make conque- 
tors. To take away all ſuch thoughts from his citi- 
zens, though they dwelt in a country ſurrounded by 
the fea, 1 he expreſly forbad them the uſe of naviga- 
ton, the having a 5 or fighting by ſea. And this 
prohibition they religiouſly obſerved for near five 
hundred years, till after the defeat of Xerxes. Upon 
that occaſion, they reſolved to make themſelves maſ- 
ters by fea, ta keep ſo formidable an enemy at a diſ- 
ance. But ſoon perceiving, that theſe remote and ma- 
time offices of command corrupted the manners of 
heir generals, they readily gave them up, as we have 
ready obſerved in. the caſe of king Pauſanias. 

Lycurgus armed his citizens with bucklers and 
ances only for their own defence, not to enable 
hem to commit wrongs: with the greater impunity. 
He made them a people of ſoldiers and warriors, 
hat under the protection of their arms, they might 
Ive in liberty, moderation, juſtice, union and peace, 
tontenting themſelves with their own territories, with- 

Y 2 out 
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out uſurping thoſe of others, and convinced that a ci- U 
ty, no leſs than a private man, can never hope for ſo- ü 
lid and laſting happineſs by any other means than vir- NU 
tue. Men of corrupt manners, n adds Plutarch, who Wt 
think nothing more valuable than riches, and a pow- ſWre 
erful and large dominion, may give the preference to I. 
thoſe vaſt empires, which have ſubdued the world by 
violence; but Lycurgus was convinced, that nothing Wy 
of this kind was neceffary to make a people happy, Win 
Equity, moderation, liberty, and peace, were the Wth 
principal end of his policy, which has ſo juſtly been 

the admiration of all ages, as it was an utter enemy A 
to all wrong, violence, ambition, or a deſire of ru- Mbc 
ling and extending the bounds of the Spartan repub- Wih 
hc, Reflections of this kind, which are frequent in ſta 
Plutarch's lives, and are the greateſt and moſt valu- ¶ du 
able beauty, may very much contribute to give youth the 
a true notion of the folid glory of a ſtate really happy, Mili 
and may early undeceive them in the miſtakes they. 
are apt to form of the vain grandeur of thoſe empires, ¶ dre 
which have ſwallowed up the kingdoms of the earth, War 
and thoſe famous conquerors, who owe their riſe to hu 


uſurpation and violence. ; bu 

- 85 the 

III. The excellent Education of Youth. A 

ea 

The long duration of the laws eſtabliſhed by Ly-Wigi 

curgus, is certainly a very wonderful circumſtance ;Witt 

but the method he made uſe of to make them io. 

laſting, is no leſs worthy our admiration ; and thi 
was the extraordinary care he took in training up 

the children of the Lacedæmonians to an exact and B 


ſevere diſcipline. For, as Plutarch makes him ob 
ferve, the religion of an oath would be but a feeble 
tie, if the laws were not imprinted in their man 
ners by education and habitude, and a regard fo 
his inſtitutions ſucked in almoſt with their milk 
And thus we ſee his ordinances laſted for above fival. . 


hundred years, o like a ſtrong dye, that had pene 
| | trate 
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ei- rated quite through the ſubſtance, p Tully makes 
o- the ſame remark, and imputes the courage and vir- 
ir- tue of the Spartans not ſo much to their good na- 
ho Þ tural diſpoſition, as to the excellent education they 
w. received at Sparta, Cujus civitatis ſpettata ac nobi- 
to litata virtus, non ſolum naturd corroborata, verime: 
by N diam diſciplind putatur. Which ſhews us how near- 
ng I the ſtate is concerned to ſee its youth brought up- 
by. Jin a manner proper to inſpire them with a.love for. 
he che laws of their country. | 
en It was the great principle of Lycurgus, 4 which: 
my MW Ariſtotle repeats in expreſs; terms, that as children- 
u: belong to the ſtate, they ſhould. be brought up by. 
1b- Wihbe ſtate, and according to the intention of the 
in tate. For this reaſon, he required them! to be e- 
lu · ¶ ducated publicly and in common, and not left to 
ch che fancy of parents, 1 who. generally, through a 
dy, blind indulgence, and miſtaken tenderneſs, ener- 
cy rate at once both the body and mind of their chil- 
es, Wiren. At Sparta, they were inured from their in- 
th, fancy to labour and fatigue, by the exerciſes of 
to hunting and running; they were taught to bear 
hunger and thirſt, heat and cold. And, what mo- 
thers can hardly be perſuaded to believe, all theſe 
kvere. and. painful. exerciſes tended. to make them 
healthful and robuſt, capable of ſupporting the fa- 
y-Wigues of war, to which they were all deſtined, and? 
ay Ktually. did ſo. | 


IV. OBEDIENCE:. 


But the moſt excellent branch of the Spartan e 


- (ucation was, that it taught children perfectly to o- 
ble 


ley. 5 Whence the poet Simonides gives this city a: 


© 3. magnificent: 
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magnificent epithet, implying that Sparta alone could Ne 
tame the mind, and render men pliable and ſubmiſ- Ih. 
five to the laws, like horſes that are curbed and th 
brought under whilſt they are very young. For 
this reaſon, Ageſilaus adviſed Xenophon to ſend his gr 
ſons to Sparta, t that they might learn there the I 
greateſt and beſt of ſciences, how to govern and be au 
| governed, He had been well inſtructed in it him-W# 
| ſelf, and knew the full value of it. Plutarch ob- 
ſerves, that he did not attain the ſupreme command, Mi 
a like the other kings, without having firſt perfect- vl 
ly learnt to obey ; and, for this reaſon, * he was the ¶ qu 
only one amongſt all the Lacedzmonian kings, who 
had the refined art of agreeing entirely with his ſub- vb 
jects, and uniting in his perſon, with a greatneſs tru- {iv: 
iy royal, and a natural noblenefs of manners, that do 
air of goodneſs, humanity, and popular affability, Ide 
which he had derived from his education, 1 
He afterwards gave the moſt memorable example 7 
of ſubmiſſion to the law and public authority, to be Th 
found in hiſtory; and Xenophon and Plutarch juſt- I, 


ly prefer it to the moſt glorious of his other actions. 
After having gained very confiderable victories over Lac 
the Perſians, all Aſia being in-commotion, and moſt a 
of the ' provinces ready to revolt, he determined to hi 
fall upon the king of Perſia in the heart of his do- 
minions, and was preparing to fet out for this great lus 
expedition. In the mean while, a meſſenger arrives bor 
to tell him, that Sparta was threatened with a terri-MW't 
ble war, that the Ephori recalled him to the afliſtance ne 
of his country. Ageſilaus immediately ſets forward 
without deliberating a moment, crying out, 9h wretch-M ? 
ed Greeks, greater enemies to yourſelves than the bar. v. 
barians! A man muſt have been abfolutely maſter} 
of himſelf, and have a great reſpect for public 4 
authority, to abandon with ſo. inſtant. an obedi- G 
, ence CC 
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® At Sparta. the children deſigned for the throne, were excuſe ; b 


the ſeverity of their diſcipline. 
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14 ence all the conqueſts he had made, and the future 
il. MW hopes of ſucceſs, which were almoſt as certain as 
14 Mthe paſt. f | a 

Princes, * ſays Plutarch, generally place their 
grandeur in commanding others, and being ſubject 
he o nobody. They often affect an ignorance of their 
he duty, leſt the light of reaſon ſhould ſubject them- 
n- eelves, and blunt the edge and force of an authority, 
b. Mio which they would willingly ſet no bounds. Who 
d. Jchen, adds Plutarch, ſhall be the maſter of kings, 
g. Nrho have no other? Why the law, that ſovereign 
heMqueen of gods and men, as Pindar calls it; a law, 
hol not written in tables, but engraven on the heart, 
rhich will conſtantly attend upon them, and never 
forſake them, but exerciſe a mild though abfolute 
dominion over their minds. An officer ſtood by 
the king of Perſia's bed- ſide every morning, to ſay 
o him, Sir, remember you fulfil the ordinances. of 
Iromaſ/des he was the lawgiver of the Perſians. 
The love of juſtice and the public good ſays as much 
o every underſtanding and ſenſible prince. 

To give us a better notion of the character of the 
lacedemonians, and their perfect ſubmiſſion to the 


of aus, I ſhall here quote a paſſage from Herodotus, 
chich well deſerves our notice. When Xerxes was 


won the point of entering Greece, he aſks Demara- 
us one of the Spartan kings, who had fled to court 
or refuge, if he thought the Greeks would dare to 
ri-Hrithſtand him, and deſired he would ſpeak his ſen- 
ments. ſincerely. Since you require it, replies 
Demaratus, truth fhall ſpeak to you by my mouth, 
y Greece indeed has ever been brought up in po: 
verty; but has had virtue withal, improved by 
wiſdom, and ſupported by the vigour of the laws 
And from the uſe ſhe has made of this virtue 
Greece has equally preſerved herſelf from the in 
* conveniencies of poverty, and the yoke of ſubjec 
"tion, But to confine myſelf to my own Lacedz 
5 e eee eee, OI 
* Plut: ad principem indoctum. E 
? I hall, inſert the Greek text of this paſſage of Herodotus at th 


thſe of this article, with ſome remarks upon a difficult expreſſioi 
U Us. | 
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© monians, be aſſured that born and nurtured az 
they are in liberty, they will never hearken to any 
« propoſal that tends-to ſlavery, Were they forſa- 
« ken by all the other Greeks, and reduced to a" 
ec troop of a thouſand ſoldiers, or even a leſs num-W 
te ber, they would make head againſt. you, and ne- 
« yer decline the battle.“ The king ſmiled at his MW" 
diſcourſe, and as he could not comprehend, how 
men ſo free and independent as the Lacedzmonians NC 
were. ſaid to be, without any maſters to controul 
them, ſhould be capable of expoſing themſelves in 
fuch a manner to dangers and death; 2 They are: 
“ free and independent of every man, replies De. 
, maratus, but they have a law above them by which 
<& they are ruled, and they are more afraid of that 
% law, than your ſubje&s are of you. Now this 
% law forbids them ever to fly in battle from their 
„% enemies, how great ſoever the number of them 
% may be, and commands them to keep firm to 
* their poſts, and either conquer or die.“ And it 
happened as Demaratus had foretold. Three hun- 
dred Lacedæmonians, with Leonidas one of the} - 
Spartan kings at their head, ventured to diſpute then 
paſſage of Thermopylæ with the innumerable army y 1 
of the Perſians. And at laſt, after incredible efforts 
of valour, aver - powered by numbers rather than, d 
conquered, they, all fell with their prince, except fd 
one man, who eſcaped to Lacedæmon, where he was ea 
uſed like a coward, and a traitor to his country.. 1 
A magnificent monument was afterwards raiſed for , 
thoſe brave champions of Greece on the very ſpots x 
where they were ſlain,. with this inſcription made MW { 


zy the poet Simonides: « þ 
; N Zivs 10 4 
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"0>avuT0at. 
* Pari animo Lacedacmonii in Thermopylis occiderunt, in quos 
ümonides: 
Dic, hoſpes, Spartae, nos te hic vidiſſe jacentes, 


Dum fanQis petriae legibus obſequimur. 
Cic. Lb. 1, Tuſc. Quaeſt, n. 101. 
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i.e. Go, traveller, and ſay at. Lacedemon, that we. 
le buried here. for. obeying her ſacred laws. It may 
not be amiſs upon this occaſion to give the boys a 
his hint of the ſimplicity of the old inſcriptions, 


. (RITICAL OBSERVATIONS en a Paſſage in H- 
dul L230" $4 RO DOT US. . . 
ug o Tz 'Exaxads xevin ue At ole ouvIpopos £540 & pe /n $2 Eraxlos ton, 
are; brite coping xclepyarueyn N vols io xvp3* Tj Jun 5 ENAdg, 

Je- e aevinv axauovelal, N T drones vyny. Mes, SER” 

cl Valla tranſlates this paſſage thus, Gracia ſemper 
Nat uidem alumna uit paupertatis, hoſpes virtutis, quam 
his ſapientia atcivit et à ſevera diſciplina ; quam uſur- 
el ung Gracia et paupertatem tuetur, et dominatum. 
em harry Stephens, inſtead of paupertatem tuetur, has 
0 Whut in the margin paupertatem propulſat, which a- 
i Tees with the Greek text, 7% wii Aν,.gꝙras. 
m' This paſſage has very much emb:rrafied me, and 
A s certainly a very difficult one. It ſeems to imply 


ig evident contradiction, in ſaying firſt, that pover- 
ty was always held honourable in Grece, and then 
that the ſame Greece rejected poverty, and kept it at 
i diſtance, For which reaſon I was ver7 much plea- 
ed with Valla's tranſlation, and thougit it gave a 
beautiful meaning to the paſſage. *© Greece, ſaid 
MM" Demaratus to Xerxes, has hitherto alyays been 
O89” the ſeat of poverty, and the ſchool f virtue. 
oo” Inſtructed by the lectures of her wiſe nen, and 
de. ſupported by a ſtrict obſervation of her lays, ſhe 
bas hitherto always retained the love of pwerty, 
and the honour of command, et paupenatem 
nM tuetur et daminatum. But in this caſe we muſt 
change the text of Herodotus, and inſtead of «ra- 
„ola read fnaunilay, as Valla evidently conjecturd, 
| Findig 


> Herod, lib. 7. pag. 473. edit. Henr. Steph. ann. 1592. 
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Finding myſelf under this difficulty, I conſulted 
an abſent friend, who is very converſant in the La 


. tin and Greek authors, and whoſe obſervations and 
advice have been of great aſſiſtance to me in this 
work. I thall here inſert his anſwer, as it may bel 
uſeful to young maſters, in ſhewing them how tc 
explain obſcure and difficult paſlages, 
1 think, writes my friend, that I have diſcovered 
the true meaning of the paſſage in Herodotus. I 
will give the tranſlation. of it, _ I have produced 
the reaſons upon which I ground it, 
The principal difficulty lies in the ſenſe of the 
word 4rauivzr If there is an ambiguity in conſtru- 
ing it with mw, it is taken away by 9:o@0ovn, which 
the ſame verb equally governs. "Now $:o-woovm does 
not ſignify the Honour of command, as you tranſlat 
It, » ed 
__ -* xt then, to fupport this verſion, ar], my 

be changed into #avilas without authority, and in 
oppoſition to all manuſcripts and printed copies, 
which ſhould neter be admitted, unleſs the direct 
meaning of the text required it. | 

2. The peculiar character of the Greeks, eſpeci- 

ally in thoſe early ages, was the love of liberty, in- 
dependency, aid freedom from every yoke, «vr 
and not the dire of rule, an ambition to command, 
or the glory of conqueſts, _ 9 

3. Let ary one, if he can, inſtance not a whole 
nation, buta ſingle city, over which the Greeks had 
then extenled their empire, or affected the honour 9 
command, Demaratus therefore would have made 
himſelf idiculous, if he had boaſted to Xerxes 0 
the conmand of the Greeks, when he could no 
ſhew o1e village over which they exerciſed it. 

4. hough we ſhould grant for a moment, that 
this Iacedæmonian intended to exaggerate the jea- 
louſ of the Greeks for the honour of command, as 
capcble of making them ſacrifice every thing for the 
ceiſervation of ſo glorious a poſſeſſion, he woulc 


ever have made uſe of the word eco tO expe | 
| | | 
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dis thought. He would have certainly preferred 
yt ov, Hap Xn, Juvcgtia, xparos, Or may be worpavin, if he 
rould have talked like Homer, For #roown ſigni- 
fies only the dominion of a maſter over his ſlaves ; 
bminatio herilis in ſervos. It is an odious term, and 
arries with it the idea of ſlavery in the perſon who 
s ſubject to it, and conveys a notion entirely oppo- 
ite to the genius of the Greeks, who never after- 
rds, though their ambition had been augmented. 
rom their great victories over the Perſians, ever 
ought of eſtabliſhing that deſpotic power, dero. 
he Athenians and Lacedzmonians, who alternate- 
{ſhared the honour of command in all their con- 
ueſts, affected either to introduce a democracy in- 
the cities ſubdued, or an ariſtocracy, and to ani- 
ate them againſt the ſlavery of the Perſians by that 
leaſing image of liberty. This needs no proof 
ere, it is ſo expreſly laid down in all hiſtory. 

5. What Demaratus immediately adds of the La- 
dzmonians, to prove his general theſis by that 
urticular example, clearly ſhews, that the Ji 
ere ſpoke of was not active, ſuch as they would 
erciſe over others, but a paſſive #xoown. ſuch as 
lerxes required of them, to which the Spartans 
«Would never ſubmit, though abandoned by all the 
nd,FWreeks, and left to periſh inevitably alone. This is 
ie end of his reaſoning, which we ſhould have 
mſtantly in view. | 

do not ſee therefore kow we can receive a ver- 
on, at once directly oppoſite to the expreſs text of 
e original, the propriety of the words, the true 
aracter of the people, the evidence of facts, and 
e connection of the ſpeaker's argument. 5 
Thus then I would have it tranſlated: 

Greece indeed has ever been bred up in pover- 
ty; but has had virtue withal, improved by wiſdom, 


that 
jea- 


1, a5Wand ſupported by the vigour of the laws. And 
theſ from the uſe ſhe has made of this virtue it is, that 
oulaWGreece has alike preſerved herſelf from the incon- 
oY reniencics of poverty, and the yoke of ſubjection.“ 


II. Things 


2 56 _ a Profane Hitory 
II. Things Nga ble in : the Laws of Lrcuncvs 


Without entering here into an exact detail of a 
that may be blamed in the laws of Lycurgus, I tha 
content myſelf with ſome ſlight refleftions, whic 
the reader without doubt, juſtly ſhocked and offend 
ed at the bare relation of them, will have made be 
fore me. | 


I, Upon the Choice of the Children to be brought up 6 
| expoſed, 


And to begin with the choice of the children to 
brought up or expoſed, who can avoid being ſhoc 


ed at the unjuſt and barbarous cuſtom of pronoun v 
cing a ſentence of death upon infants, who had ud 
misfortune to be born-of too tender and delicate H 
conſtitution to ſupport the fatigue and exerciſes, . fr 
which the republic deſtined all her ſubjects ! Is MW th 
then impoſhible, and have we no inſtances of it, thai he 
children, at firſt weak and tender, may grow {tron ha 
by age, and become even very robuſt ? But were Wet) 
otherwiſe, can our country be ſerved only by H. 
{ſtrength of our bodies? And are wiſdom, prudencY fie 
council, generoſity, courage, and greatneſs of ſou pa 
and all the qualities which depend on the mind, MF ye: 
no value? © Omnino illud honeſtum, quod ex animo e 
cel/o magn ng querimus, animi efficitur non coi} 
7is viribus, d Did Lycurgus himſelf do leſs ferviY , 
or honour to Sparta by the inſtitution of his law 10 
than the greateſt officers by their victories? Agel reel 
laus was of ſmall ſtature, and had ſomething ſo v 5 
diſadvantageous i in his mien, that the Egyptia 1 
at firſt ſight of him could not forbear laughing 5 


and yet he made the great king of Perſia tremt 
upon his throne. 

But what is of greater force than all I have urge. 
Has any other a right over the lives of men, cc * 


Cie. lib. x. Offe. n. 79. 2 wid. n. 76. de Ol 
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he from whom they received them, that is, God 
himſelf? And does not a legillator viſibly uſurp up- 
on his authority, when he arrogates to himſelf ſuch 
a power independently of him? That command of 
the decalogue, which was only a repetition of the 
law of nature, Thou ſbalt not kill, condemns all the 
ancients in general, who thought they had the righr 
of life and death over their {laves, and even over 
their children. 


II. The /ole Care of the Body. 


The great fault of Lycurgus's laws, as Plato and 
Ariſtotle have obſerved, is, that they tended only 
to form a ſtate of ſoldiers. This legiſlator ſeemed 
wholly taken up in the care of ſtrengthening the bo- 
dy, without any concern about cultivating the mind, 
To what end ſhould he baniſh all arts and ſciences 
from his republic, e which principally tend to ſoften 
the manners, refine the underſtanding, improve the 
heart, and inſpire a polite, generous and honeſt be- 
haviour, neceflary in a word to the ſupport of ſoci- 
ety, and to render the commerce of life agreeable ? 
Hence the Lacedæmonians had ſomething rigid, au- 
ſtere, and often cruel in their character; which 
partly aroſe from their education, and created an a- 
verſion for them in all the allies. 


III. Their barbarous Cruelty to Children. 


Twas an excellent cuſtom at Sparta to inure the 
boys early to bear heat and cold, hunger and thirſt, 
fand by ſevere and painful exerciſes to bring their 
bodies within due ſubjection to reaſon, ſo as to make 
them ſubſervient to its orders, which could not be 
done, unleſs they were in a condition to ſupport all 

Vol. III. Z | kind 


* Omnes artes, quibus aetas pueril's ad humanitatem informari 
folet. Pro Arch. n. 4. 

f Exercendum corpus, et ita afficiendum ef, ut obcdire conſilio 
ntionique poſſit in exequendis negotiis et labore tolerando. Lib. 1. 

Offic. n. 79. 
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kind of fatigues. But was it requiſite to carry this ar 
trial ſo far as the inhuman treatment we have men- Ich 
tioned? And was it not brutal and barbarous in the WW nc 
parents, to ſtand unmoved at ſeeing the blood run qt 
down from their children's wounds, and the harmleſs Nor 
creatures often expiring under the blows of the rod! W ha 


IV. The unnatural Reſclution of Mothers. mi 


The courage of the Spartan mothers is admired, pl. 
who inſtead of tenderneſs and tears upon the news Win! 
of their ſons being killed in battle, expreſſed a kind 
of joy. I ſhould have been better pleaſed that na- 
tural affection had ſhewn itſelf upon ſuch occafions, 
and that the love of their country had not entirely MI 
ſtifled the ſentiments of the mother and the woman, M1 
One of our generals, who was told in the heat of ¶ de. 
battle, that his ſon was juſt ſlain, ſpoke far more det 
wiſely, ** Let us now think, ſays he, of conquering vi 


% our enemies, to-morrow I will lament my ſon.” pe 
ne! 
V. Exceſſive Leiſure. * 


T cannot ſee how we can excuſe Lycurgus for ob- 
liging the Lacedæmonians to paſs their whole lives 
in idleneſs, except what they ſpent in war. He left 
all arts and trades. to ſlaves and foreigners, who 
dwelt among them, and put nothing but the ſhield 
and ſpear into the hands of the citizens, Without 
mentioning the danger of ſuffering the number of 
ſlaves, required for the tilling of lands, to encreaſe 
to ſuch a degree, as to exceed that of their maſters, 
which often occaſioned ſeditions; into how many 
diſorders muſt ſo much leiſure throw perſons always 
idle, without any daily employment, or regular bu- 
ſineſs ? *Tis an inconvenience at - preſent too fre- 
quent among the gentry, and a natural conſequence WW | 
of their bad education. Except in time of war moſt 
of our gentlemen paſs their lives in a manner en- 
tirely uſcieſs, They look upon agriculture, . 

| an 
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his and trade, as things beneath them, and would think 
n · themſelves diſhonoured by them. They often know 
he nothing but how to handle their arms. They ac- 
un © quire but a ſuperficial - knowledge of the ſciences, 
eſs MW only juſt what they needs muſt; and ſeveral of them 


have no knowledge of them at all, nor the leaſt taſte 


ind trifling converſations, ſhould be their ſole em- 
Ing. 
VI. Shame and Modeſty abſolutely neglected. 


But the moſt blameable circumſtance in Lycur- 
zus, is the little regard he had for ſhame and mo- 
leſty, which ſhews us into what darkneſs and diſor- 
ders the heathen were plunged, A chriſtian maſter 
vill not fail to ſet the holineſs and purity of the go- 
ſel laws in oppoſition to that unbounded licentiouſ- 
neſs; and by this contraſt diſplay the dignity and 
excellence of chriſtianity, 

This may alſo be done in as uſeful a manner, by 
ob- comparing the moſt valuable part of Lycurgus's laws 


ves Miith thoſe of the goſpel. It is indeed worthy admi- 


cft Mration, that a whole people ſhould conſent to a divi- 
ho ion of lands, which put the poor upon an equal 
eld Mioting with the rich, and by the alteration of the 
but Mooney reduce themſelves to a kind of poverty. But 
of Ihe legiſlator of Sparta, when he eſtabliſhed theſe 
ale aws, had an armed force at his command. The le- 
15, Neiſlator of the chriſtians ſaid but one word, Bleſſed 
my re the poor in ſpirit; and thouſands of faithful in 
ays Wil after ages renounce their poſſeſſions, ſell their 
bu- Hands, and leave all to follow Jeſus Chriſt in poverty. 


ac Upon the Theft allowed the LacED ®MONIANS. 


en- 1 have thought proper to treat this article ſepa- 
ts Witely and with ſome extent; becauſe, in my opi- 
und on, the judgment generally given of it, does not 

| "2 * | ſeem 


for learning. No wonder therefore that entertain- 
ments, cards and dice, hunting- matches, viſiting, 


ployment, A ſad life for men of any underſtand- 
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feem ſufficiently founded in the nature of things, It 
This cuſtom of the Lacedæmonians is ſeverely con- i 
demned, as apt to incline youth to have little regard t 
upon other occaſions to the property of others, and 
as contrary to the law of nature and the decalogue. t 
In the catalogue of crimes ſaid to be tolerated in 
different nations, as inceſt among the Perſians, chef 
murder of old and infirm parents among the Indi- 
ans, adultery among other people, we generally find a: 
the theft of the Lacedæmonians, with an obſerva. 
tion that among the g Scythians, a nation com- v. 
monly conſidered as barbarous, and having no laws, iſ d 
without any other notion of juſtice than what was þ 
derived from natural inſtinct, theft was condemned 
and punithed as one of the greateſt crimes. bi 
But can it reaſonably be preſumed, that one of the w 
greateſt of legiſlators ſhould have exprefly authori- to 
zed ſo groſs a diſorder as thieving, whilſt every lit- 6 
tle lawgiver, in all ages and countries, has been care- an 
ful to puniſh it ſeverely, and even with death? m 
Plutarch, who mentions this cuſtom in the life of co 
Lycurgus, in the manners of the Lacedzmonians 


r 

and in ſeveral other places, never gives the leaſt ſig - 
of diſapprobation, though uſually ſo equitable af pr 
judge and ſo exact a moraliſt; nor do | recolleq; y] 
that any of the ancients ever charged it as a cringYl les 
upon Lycurgus or the Lacedzmonians. ot] 


Upon what then do the moderns found the ſen] pr 
tence they paſs upon it? Certainly upon not givinq di. 
themſelves the trouble of weighing the circumſtan 
ces, and penetrating the motives of it, 8 

1. h The Lacedæmonian youth never filched, bu 
by order of their governor. 

2. They did it only at a particular time, and it 
virtue of the law. 

3. They never ſtole any thing but garden-ſtui 


and victuals, by way of fupplement to their _ 
| whicl 


t Juſtitia gentis ingenits culta, non legibus. Nullum ſcelus ap 
eos furto gravins. Juſt. lib. 2. cap. 2. 
» Plut, in vit. Lycurg- 
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which was purpoſely given them in very ſmall quan-- 
98. MW tity. And thus all theſe thefts were confidered as 


on. inſtances of dexterity, which were publicly allowed 
ard them for the procuring a larger ſhare of proviſion. 


nd 4. The lawgiver had ſeveral reaſons for permit- 


ue. ting this kind of theft. 

in His deſign was, to make tlie poſſeſſors more care- 
the ful in locking up and preſerving their ſubſtance. 
di. And to make the boys more hardy and cunning, 
ind as deſigning them for the field. : 

va- They gave them little food, that they might ne- 
ver be cloyed, never be too full, or clogged with fat, 


hunger, and have better and more regular health. 


was neceflary to inure them early to a ſoldier's. life, 
to teach them to live upon a little, to provide a ſub- 


anmunition bread, to bear great fatigues, faſting, to 
maintain themſelves long with little proviſions in & 
country where the enemy, accuſtomed to conſume a 
great deal, muſt ſtarve in a. few days, or be forced 
to quit their ground through the want of neceſſary 
proviſions; whereas the Lacedæmonians could find 
wherewithal to ſubſiſt without difficulty, This the 


other view but to train up ſoldiers, was. willing to- 
eußß provide for at a diſtance by their education, inuring 


ing them to great frugality and: ſobriety, for want of 


any which the generality of military expeditions miſcar- 

ry, and the ſtrongeſt armies are rendered incapable: 
bu of maintaining their conqueſts. Inſomuch that at 
J ereſent, as luxury and an expenſive manner of li- 
] 1 ving has. multiplied the neceſſities of armies, the: 

care which embarraſſes the officers moſt is the pro- 
tl vifion of victuals; and the firſt obſtacle which hin- 
oY ders. their advancing into an enemy's. country, Is: 


uc; 3 3 . Wann 


2 ; 
: Inſtit. Lacon.. 


that they might be alert and nimble, learn to bear 
i But the principal motive was, that all thete boys: 


being deſigned for the army without exception, it: 


ſiſtence for themſelves without ſtanding in need of 


legiſlator, who was entirely a warrior, and had no. 


/ 
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want of ſubſiſtence, Thus our greateſt generals te 
confider the eaſe and expedition, with which im-Wſe 
menſe armies tranſported themfelves from one coun- N v. 
try to another, as the moſt ſingular and neredibl A 
circumſtance in ancient hiſtory, if 

Theſe are the advantages Lycurgus ien ed to Ich 
procure for a warlike people; and he could not 
have choſen more effrctual, nor more certain means. Wpu 
And this is neceffary for the underitanding his law, WSo 
and doing him juſtice. After all theſe obſervations, Whe 
J queſtion whether the Lacedzmonian youth were ter 
to be blamed for their theft, or obliged to make re- che 
ſtitution. In this caſe they may eaſily be juſtified Mis 
by ſtill ſtronger and more ſolid reaſons. gat 

It is a certain principle, that from the firſt diviſi- Nh 
on of eſtates we poſſeſs nothing but dependently onto 
the laws, and according to their diſpoſition ; and 
that by giving up to each particular the enjoyment 
of that portion which has fallen to his ſhare, the 
ſame laws may make ſuch reſerves and reſtrictions, 
and lay it under fuch ſervices and burdens as they 
hall think moſt proper. Now the whole body offs | 
the Spartan ſtate, when they accepted the laws 0 
Lycurgus, did agree by a folemn compact, that up- 
on the nine and thirty thouſand lots diſtributed a- 
mong the Spartans, the youth ſhould be allowed tofau 
take ſuch garden ſtuff and victuals as the pofſſcilorſſo t 
had not a watchful eye upon, without {ſuffering hinſÞFer 
10 complain of the robbery, or have an action a-un 
gainſt the robber. Thus we ſee, that whenever theſfiti: 
boy was caught, he was not puniſhed as having com- 2 
mitted an injuſtice, or ſeized upon another man's 
property, but for want of dexterity. 

Such fort of reſerves, and the like privileges grant- 
ed upon the property of others, are very uſeful in all 
ſtates. Thus God not only gave the poor a liberty 
of gathering grapes in the vineyards, of gleaning in 
the fields, and even of carrying off whole theaves,ſcen 
but withal allowed every paſſenger the freedom of cn-Feri 

| terinsMuit 


— 
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ls tering into another's vineyard, as often as he plea- 


n-Mſcd, and of eating as many grapes as he would, 
n- whether the maſter of the vineyard liked it or no. 


le And God gives this reaſon for it, that the land of 


Iſrael was his, and the Iſraelites held it of him on 
to fl this condition. | 
ot! Services of this kind are eſtabliſhed in other re- 
1s, publics, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of any injuſtice, 
w, Soldiers have a right to lodge in private houles, to 
15, be ſubſiſted in them on their march, or in their win- 
reMtcr-quarters, to be furniſhed with waggons and o- 
re-Mither neceſſaries. The lord of a manor has a right, 
ed Mis he pleaſes, and whenever he pleaſes, to take the 


which they are fed do not belong to him; and even 
to hinder the proprietors from touching any of 
hem, though bred in their grounds. 

ent Thus, the whole body of the Lacedzmonian 
the tate, conſiſting of every individual in it, had pub- 
ns, Wicly transferred to the youth a right of going into 
1eyWheir gardens and halls, and taking fuch proviſions 
s they liked beſt. And theſe boys were no more 


Athens for going into the gardens and orchards of 
imon, and taking thence what they wanted; be- 
tauſe every particular man in Sparta was ſuppoſed 
b have unanimouſly given the boys, who, after all, 
ere their own children, the ſame permiſſion that 


up“ 


to 
Tor 
im 


1 a-Fumon granted the Athenians, that were only his 
theſitizens. 

m- As to the Scythians, amongſt whom theft was ſe- 
1n'sMerely puniſhed, the reaſon of the difference is ve 


iident, For the law, which is the ſole judge of 
ant e property and uſe of our ſubſtance, had granted 
allo privilege to any one private man over the ſub- 
ertyWance of another; whereas the law of the Lacedæ- 
g innonians had done juſt the contrary. It would have 
ves, een a real theft to have gone into the gardens of 
en-Fericles, Themiſtocles, or Alcibiades, and taken the 
rinsMuit thence, but there was none in gathering it 

| from 


riminal for uſing this liberty, than the citizens of 


game and deer of his ter.ants, though the lands on 


* 
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from the orchards of Cimon and Pelopidas, becauſe 
they had affociated all their fellow-citizens into the 
ene of that part of their eſtates. 

There was no cauſe to apprehend, that this Spar- 
tan cuſtom ſhould teach the youth to ſteal upon o- 
ther occaſions. For the inſtitutions of Lycurgus, 
which prohibited the uſe of gold and ſilver money, 
and obliged all the citizens to live and eat together 
had made the robbery of goods and money eithe 
uſeleſs or impoſſible. And thus we don't find, that 
there ever was a diſcovery made of ſo much as one 
robbery at Lacedæmon for ſo many ages. 


Tur FOURTH PIECE, faken from the Hiſtory &. the 
GREEKS. 


"_ proſperous Times of TREBES, and Deliveranci 
of SYRACUSE. 


A® I defign to be ſhort, I have joined theſe twe 

pieces. of hiſtory together, though very ſepa 

Tate in themſelves; and, for the ſame reaſon, rela 

ting little beſides, 1 ſhall content myſelf with laying 

open the characters of thoſe, who had the greate 
mare 1 in them. N 


I. The preſperous Days of TREBES. 


No part of hiſtory, in my opinion, ſhews bette 
* what real merit is capable, and of what ſervic 
great officers are to a ſtate, than what happened a 

Thebes in a very ſhort ſpace of time. This cit 
was very weak in itſelf, and but lately in a manne 
reduced to flavery. Lacedemon, on the othe 
and, had long poſſeſſed the ſuperiority, and do 
mineered over all Greece, Two Thebans, by the! 
e£ourage and wiſdom, brought down the formidabl 


power of Sparta, and raifed their country to 1 
| Bighel 
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higheſt point of empire and glory. I ſhall juſt 
touch upon this event, without entering into parti- 
culars. | | | 
PI Theſe two Thebans were Pelopidas and Epami- 
„ rondas, both deſcended from the moſt illuſtrious 
Jus, amilics in the city, The firſt was born to a great 


. 


. eſtate, which he augmented very much by inheri- 
* ing the eſtate of another very wealthy and flouriſh- 
"Wig family. Poverty was in a manner hereditary to 


the other, but he rendered it ſtill more familiar and 
aly, by a ſerious application to philoſophy, and a 
plain manner of living, to which he always adhered 
vith entire conſtancy and uniformity. The one 
hewed the uſe that was to be made of riches, and 


riches to all ſuch as ſtood in need of them, and de- 
ſerved his aſſiſtance; ſhewing, ſays Plutarch, that 
he was the maſter and not the ſlave of wealth. As 
he could never prevail upon his friend Epaminondas 
to accept of his offers. and make uſe of his ſub- 
ſtance ; he learnt of him to live like a poor man in 
che midſt of plenty. He purpoſely vifited the hou- 
by ſes of the poor, that he might know of them how 
* to want. He ſhould be aſhamed, he ſaid, of ſpend- 
1 ing more at his table, or on his dreſs, than the 
meaneſt Theban. And he was only thus ſevere up- 
on himſelf, that he might have wherewithal to 
maintain a greater number of honeſt men, who 
wanted aſſiſtance. 


INC 


„ ereat things, but with this difference, that Pelopi- 
„das applied himſelf moſt to the exerciſe of the bo- 
dy, and Epaminondas to the cultivation of the 
mind. The one employed all his leiſure in wreſtling 
zel nd hunting, and the other in the converſation and 
10 ſtudy of philoſophy. | 

But what has moſt of all been admired in them 
by men of judgment is, that ſtrict friendſhip and 
unalterable union in which they lived during the 


whole courſe of their lives, though almoſt always 
| employed 


. 
% 1 
— * 
— — 4 . 
5 ICY; vent — 222 — — — —. 5 2 
— —— SC CAT ESRI. : DS £ 
— A—UP. . p — 


the other of poverty, Pelopidas diſtributed his 


AT A Ok 
. —— 


* 
— EEG 
— TD 


— . 
- — — 


They were both equally deſigned by nature for 


— 


— 


> 94S ern — 


— — — 
— i, 
— — _ —ä—— . — — 


— * 
7 = 


— OI 


— — 

rr 
n - 

GALS = 5, 


b 
% 
a 


Raz 


1 Coo ut "Io 2a al Cr 


366 - of Profane Hiftory, 


employed together, either in the command of the 
army, or the government of the commonwealth; 
an union, founded upon the mutual eſteem they 
bad for each other, and increaſed by the love of 
their country, which made each of them look upon 
the ſucceſs of the other, as his own. This good 
underſtanding and agreement, ſo ſeldom, or alimoſt 
never found amongit miniſters of ſtate, as may be 
{een in the caſe of the great men of Athens, could 
ariſe only from a real greatneſs of ſoul, and a ſolid 
virtue ; which, not conſulting glory, or riches, the 


fatal ſources of diſſenſion and envy, and conſider- Nut 


ing only the intereſt and happineſs of their coun- 


try, was far ſuperiour to the little weakneſs of that ert 


mean jealouſy, which feels uneaſineſs at the merit of 
others. | 

Ihe firſt and moſt glorious proof Pelopidas gave 
of his courage and prudence, was the bold deſign 
he laid and executed, though then very young, of 
delivering his' country from the yoke of the Lace- 
dæmonians, who had made themſelves maſters of 
the ciradel of Thebes by ſurprize. - He took care in 
a little time to form a conſiderable conſpiracy a- 
gainſt the tyrants. But though this affair had been 
carried on with all poſlible ſecrecy, within a mo- 
ment before the execution, a meſſenger, who had 
made all imaginable ſpeed, enquired for Archias 
the chief of the tyrants, who were then feaſting to- 


gether, and gave a letter into his hands, which he 


faid required immediate diſpatch, and was about ſe- 
rious affairs. And indeed it was afterwards known, 
that it contained a circumſtantial account of the 
whole conſpiracy. k Archias ſmiling, To-morrow 
then, ſays he, for ſerious buſineſs ; and put the let- 
ter under the cuſhion on which he lolled. But 
there was no to-morrow for him ; for he was killed 
that night with all the tyrants, and the citadel reco- 
vered. The change which ſoon after happened in 
their affairs, and the war which humbled the my 
| 0 
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of Sparta, and deprived them of their empire by 
ea and land, might properly be ſaid to be the work 
of that night, in which Pelopidas, without taking 
ther caſtle or fort, with an handful of men, un- 
oofed, to uſe that expreſſion, and broke the bonds 
f the Lacedzmonian ſway, which ſeemed morally 


ot mpoſſible to have been either broken or unlooſed. 

bel He had afterwards a ſhare in all the victories 
d rhich Thebes gained over the Lacedæmonians. 
lid After ſuch happy and ſucceſsful expeditions, all the 


owns in Theſſaly apply to Pelopidas for aſſiſtance a- 
ginſt the tyrants that oppreſſed them. He immedi- 
tely ſets forward on his march, and gives them li- 
terty by his preſence, The two competitors for the 
own of Macedon made choice of him to decide 
heir quarrel, He preſcribes them conditions of 
jeace, and takes hoſtages of them for the ſecurity 
their engagements; ſo great was then the fame 
f the power of Thebes, and the confidence they 
laced in his juſtice, He afterwards went embaſſa- 
br to the king of Perſia, and was received with 
he greateſt marks of diſtinction and reſpect; and 
a-Nnilſt the deputies of the other republics were em- 
cn oyed in ſerving their private advantage, he was 
o- MWigaged ſolely in promoting the general intereſt of 
ad Nreece; and without aſking any thing for his coun- 
ias Wy, ſtudied only to procure the liberty of all the 
to - Nreeks, and their entire independency. Contented 
he With having obtained that, and little affected with 
{e- Ne magnificent preſents offered him by the king, he 
n, Weeepted only of ſuch as, without enriching him, 
he rely expreſſed the good-will and favour of the 
ow rince. | 
et · W So many great actions terminated in a very glori- 
zut Ius death indeed, but not altogether ſuch as might 
led Ie deſired for ſo great a man; for Pelopidas, pure 
c0- Ming too briſkly the tyrant of Pheræ, who fled be; 
in Wre him, and had covered himſelf behind the com- 
ide my of his guards, was at laſt overpowered by num- 
of ers, after having acted prodigies of valour. He 
| | ſhould 
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ſhould have remembered, that great men are ac 
countable to their country for their lives, and oughdll | 
to die for that alone, and not for themſelves. t 
As to Epaminondas , he has deſervedly been, 
conſidered as the greateſt man Greece ever produy ; 
ced, or perhaps the world, m It would be hard tat 
fav, whether he was a better general or man. Hy 
had all the great qualities of the moſt famous capMh 
tains, as Diodorus Siculus obſerves, and none oMﬀ:: 
their vices. He was alike averſe to ambition and f 
varice. He ſought to procure his country the com 
mand, and not to command himſelf, Riches werWM tt 
ſo far from being a temptation, that he never tufMt 
fered them to approach him; it ſeems as if hf 
ſhould have thought himſelf diſhonoured by growWq 
ing rich; and his poverty attended him to his grave di 
whither he was carried at the expence of the publicMof 
As he was born poor, he reſolved to continue fo 
and his friend Pelopidas could never prevail upoſ vi 
him to think otherwiſe. © I am not aſhamed, ſaiq; qu 


% he to him, of a poverty that has not preventeWof 
% me from deſerving the firſt employments in thMaft 
«© commonwealth, and the command of her armiesMth: 
1 Poverty has brought no ſhame upon me, nor wi ing 
« I bring any upon poverty, by quitting it.“ bat 
n He was as little ſolicitous about glory as moneyM( þ 
He never made any intereſt for offices: Dignitie ou. 
courted him, and often did violence to his modeſt r 
in obliging him to accept them; though he alway vat 
diſcharged them in ſuch a manner, as did more hoWmo 
nour to them, than they to him. ver 
; Hiltha 
exp 
1 Thebanum Epaminondam, hand ſcio an ſummum virum Gra bou 
ciae. Cic. lib. de orat. n. 139. | * 
m Fvit incertum, vir melior an dux eſſet. Nam et imperium no 
fibi ſemper, ſed ratriae gna: fi:it: et pecuniae adeo parcus fuit, 2 5 
ſumptus funeri defuerit. Juſtin. lib. 6. cap 8. pad 
® Gloriae quoque non cupidior quam peenniae; quippe recuſavil » . 
omnia imperia ingeſia ſunt; honoreſyque ita geſſit, ut ornamentuq 
non accipere, ſed dare ipſi dignitati vider-tur. Jam literarum MY 
dium, jam philoſophiae doctrina tanta, ut mirabile videretur, und q x 
tam inſignis militiae ſcientia hominĩ inter literas nato. Juſt. ibid Num | 
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cl His integrity, ſincerity, and invincible love of ju- 

gi ftice, procured him the entire confidence of his ci- 
tizens, and even of his enemies. No body could a- 

een void loving and admiring him for his good nature 
duY and affability, which nothing could alter; nor did 
they in the leaſt take away from the high eſteem and 
veneration, which his great qualities had gained 
him. © It is in virtues of this ſocial kind, that Plu- 
tarch places the real grandeur of Epaminondas. 
Nor indeed is any thing more extraordinary than 
ſuch qualities, with an almoſt abſolute power, in 
the midſt of wars and victories, and at the head of 
the greateſt affairs; nor can any thing more neceſ- 
ſary be propoſed for the imitation of perſons of 
quality, who are often tempted to ſubſtitute artiſice, 
diſſimulation, airs of haughtineſs and pride, inſtead 
of them, | | „ 2 

His elevation of mind made him always bear 
with mildneſs and patience the jealouſy of his e- 
quals, the ill humour of his citizens, the calumnies 
of his enemies, and the ingratitude of his country 
after his great ſervices, P He was fully of opinion, 
that greatneſs of ſoul conliſted principally in ſuffer- 
ing theſe trials without concern, complaining, or a- 
bating any thing of his zeal for the public good; 
becauſe the ill uſage of our country, like that of 
dur parents, ſhould be borne with ſubmiſſion. 

There never was a greater maſter in the art of 
var. In him intrepid valour was united with the 
moſt conſummate prudence. And all theſe virtues 
vere no leſs the effect of his excellent education, 
than of his happy genius. From his infancy he had 
exprefſed ſuch a wonderful taſte for ſtudy and la- 
bour, that one would wonder how a man born in 

Vol, III. A a the 
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the midſt of letters, and brought up in the boſom 
of philoſophy, could have poſlibly acquired ſo per- If 
Fett a knowledge in the art of war, | 
Thus great men are formed; which we canno 
inculcate too much into youth deſigned for the ar 
my, the ſervice of the ſtate, or any employment! 
general whatſoever, as ſeveral of them are apt to 7h 
look upon ſtudy as uſeleſs, and almoſt diſhonoura 
ble. r Tully, in his third book de Oratore, gives 
long liſt of the moſt illuſtrious officers in GreeceM,. 
who were all very induſtrious to improve theiygfſ 
minds by the ſtudy of the ſciences, and philoſophy 1 
in particular. Among theſe were Piſiſtratus, Peri, 
cles, Alcibiades, Dion of Syracuſe, whom we thal.. 
ſpeak of by and by, Timotheus the ſon of Conon 
Ageſilaus, and Epaminondas. It is a great misfor 


| a vid] 
tune for perſons raiſed to preferments and the ad. 
miniſtration of public affairs, to enter upon them yor 
as Tully expreſſes it, naked and unarmed, i. e. with 


out knowledge, underſtanding, or almoſt any tinc 
ture of the ſciences that adorn and cultivate the 
mind, 5 Nunc contra plerique ad honores adipiſcendoi 
et ad rempublicam gerendam nudi veniunt atque iner 
mes, nulla cognitione rerum, nulla ſcientia ornati. 


TI. The Deliverance of SYRACUSE. 


Two very illuſtrious men were engaged in reſto 
ring liberty to Syracuſe, Dion, and 'Timoleon. The 
firſt laid the foundations, and the ſecond entirely i 
niſhed that great work. 5 


I. Dro. 


T queſtion, whether among the lives of illuſtriou 
men left us by Plutarch, there is one more beauti. 
ful and curious than that of Dion; but there 'F 
certainly none which ſhews more the value of 
good education, and of what great advantage th 
converſation of men of learning and virtue wm bai 


'S/Eib. 3. de orat. n. 137, t4t. | * Ibid. n. 136. 
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II ſhall confine myſelf chiefly to this point, by ma- 


king ſome reflections on ſuch circumſtances in the 
I'M life of Dion, as relate to it. 


REFLECTION fe FIRST. 


The Converſation of Men of Learning and Probity ve- 
| ry uſeful to Princes. 


Dion was brother to Ariſtomache, the wife of 
the elder Dionyſius. A kind of chance, or rather, 
ys Plutarch, a peculiar providence, which laid the 
bundations of the liberty of Syracuſe at a diſtance, 
kd Plato thither, the prince of philoſophers. Dion 
became his friend and diſciple, and improved very 
nuch by his lectures. For though educated in ſla- 
nh principles under a tyrant, and habituated to a 
cowardly and ſervile ſubjection; though bred up in 


lte, which made all happineſs conſiſt in voluptuouſ- 
neſs and magnificence; he. had no ſooner heard the 
liſcourſes of this philoſopher, and taſted of that 
philoſophy which leads to virtue, than he found his 
bul enflamed with the love of it, | 

The fecond Dionyſius ſucceeded his father at an 
we when, as * Livy ſays of another king of Syra- 
tuſe, he was ſo far from being able to govern with 
viſdom, that he was ſcarce capable of uſing his li- 
trty with moderation. He was no ſooner upon the 
brone, than the courtiers took pains to get the a- 
cendant of him, and beſet the young prince with 
tontinual flatteries. Their whole employment was 
b find out every vain amuſement for him, to en- 
moe him continually in feaſting, the company of 
omen, and all other ſhameful pleaſures. Dion, 
eing fully of opinion, that all the. vices: of the 


The 
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Puerum, vix dum libertatem, needum dominationem, modicè 
Watorum. Laeti id ingenium tutores atque amici ad praccipitanduns. 
n omnia vitia aceeperunt. Liv. lib. 24. n. 4. 5 
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pomp and pleaſures, and accuſtomed to a kind of 


joung Dionyſius proceeded only from his bad edu- 
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cation, endeavoured to introduce him into good 
converſation, and give him a taſte of diſcourſe, ca- 
pable of improving his manners, To this end he 
prevailed upon him ta ſend for Plato to his court. 
And though the philoſopher had no great inclina- 
tion for the journey, as expecting no great benefit 
from it, he could not reſiſt the earneſt ſolicitations 
which were made him from all parts. He there- 
fore came to Syracuſe, and was received with extra- 
ordinary marks of honour and diſtinction. 
Plato found the moſt happy diſpoſitions in the 
world in the young Dionyſius, who gave himſelf up 
without reſerve to his lectures and advice. But as 
he had very much improved himſelf by the inſtruc- 
tions and example of his maſter Socrates, the moſt 
Ikilful man that ever the pagan world produced, for 
inſtilling a taſte for truth, he was careful to manage 


the young tyrant with wonderful addreſs, declining | 


to oppoſe his paſſions directly, Iabouring to gain his 
confidence by kindneſs and infinuation, and ſtudy- 
ing to make virtue at once amiable to him, and 
victorious over vice, which holds men only in its 
chains by the allurements, pleaſures, and delights it 
lays before them. | 

The change was ſudden and ſurpriſing. The 
young prince, who had wallowed till then in idle- 
neſs, ſenſuality, and the conſequential ignorance of 
every duty, awaking as it were from a lethargy, be- 
gan to open his eyes, to diſcern the beauty of virtue, 
to have a taſte for the pleaſures. and joys of a ſolid 
and agreeable converſation, and gave himſelf up as 
eagerly to the defire of being taught and inſtructed, 
as before he was averſe to it, and abhorred it. The 
court, which is the ape of princes, and conforms u- 
niverſally to their inclinations, entered into the ſame 
ſentiments. All the rooms of the palace were like 
ſo many ſchools of geometry, covered with the duſt 
the geometricians uſed in —_— their lines; and in 
a little time, the ſtudy of philoſophy, and the moſt 
ſublime ſeiences, became che general and prevailing 


taſte. 
et The 
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* The great advantage of theſe ſtudies, with refe- 
rence to a prince, is not only the ſtoring his mind 
with an infinity of very curious, uſeful, and often 
neceſſary branches of knowledge, but alſo the with- 
drawing him from a ſtate of idleneſs and indelence, 
Ge and the vain amuſements of a court; the inuring 
him to a life of ſeriouſneſs and application; ; the rai- 
ling a deſire in him of being, inſtructed in the du- 
ties of royalty, and becoming acquainted with ſuch: 
a; have excelled in the art of reigning; in a word, 
the enabling him to govern by himſelf, and ſee eve- 
ry thing with his own. eyes, that is, to be truly a: 
king. But this will be always oppoſed by courtiers: 
and flatterers, as was now the caſe of Dionyſius the 
younger. 


Ca-; 
he 
Tt. 


ns 


REFLECTION: the SECOND, 
Flatterers, the fatal Peſt of Courts, and Ruin of Princes.. 


What Tully ſays of flattery, with relation to friend-- 
ſhip, is no leſs true with reference to the courts of 
princes, that it is a moſt mortal poiſon; u Sic haben- 
dum eft, nullam in amicitia peſtem: efſe majorem, quam- 
adulationem.. * By flatterers he means falſe and dou- 
ble minded men, of an eaſy and. pliable diſpoſition, 
who, like Proteus, put on a thouſand different forms: 
2 occaſion. offers, attentive only to pleaſe the prince, 
c- © conſtantly employed in ſtudying his. taſte and inch-- 
1c, ¶ nations, and reading his deſires in his countenance,, 
lid I never laying before him any offenſive truth, contra- 
a3 dicting him in nothing, and: talking always the ſame 
d, ¶ language with him. The guards, ſays an ancient. 
he writer, are fer round the palaces: of kings to keep» 
u- off enemies leſs dangerous than flattery. Y It de- 
ne WF ceives the centinels, enters not only into the cabinet, 
ke but the heart of a prince; and is induſtrious to de- 
it ¶ prive him of what is moſt precious and etlential to- 


5 Aa 3: his: 

| 
v De amicit. n. wy * Thid: n. t, 93. 

"5 Y Sola quippe hace (adulatio) nequicquam vigilantibus atellitibus 


imperium depraedatur; regumque nobiliflimam partem, animam ni- 
he mum, aggreditur. Synel., de regno. 
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his happineſs; T mean, a wiſe and equitable ſpirit, 
the diſcernment of truth and falſhood, the love of 
juſtice and the public good. 5 | 

V Ir is not ſurpriſing that a young prince like Di- In 
onyſius, who would have found it difficult to have 
itood his ground with the moſt excellent diſpoſition 
and amidit the beſt examples, ſhould at laſt give 
way to. ſo great a temptation in a court, that had 
long been infected, where there was no emulation 
but in vice, and ſurrounded with a multitude of 
Hatterers, who were continually praiſing and com- ge 
mending him. They began with ridiculing the reti- 


red life he was made to lead, and the ftudies to Þ 
which he applied himfelf, as if deſigned to make a nc 
philoſopher of him. They went farther, and took iy 
pains to render the zeal of Dion and Plato ſuſpect- Nye 
ed, and even odious to him, by reprefenting them z pr 
as troubleſome reformers and haughty pxdagogues, il; 


who aſſumed an authority over him, which was nei- 
ther fit for his age or condition. At laſt Dion and fis 
Plato, under different pretexts, and at different 
times, were baniſhed the court, which abandoned Hau 
itſelf again to every kind of exceſs and riot. 

We ſee from hence how difficult it is for a prince 
to eſcape the ſnares that are laid for him by the con- 
currence of a ſmall number of perſons, in the firſt 
places or employments about him, and intereſted to 
favour-each other, to-conceal from him part of what 
he ought to know, and to agree upon certain points, 
notwithſtanding their ſeparate intereſts,  jealoufies, 
and ſecret hatred, that they alone may be ſole maſters. 
of affairs, may engroſs the prince's confidence, and 
keep him a kind of prifoner, within the narrow cir- 
cle they have drawn around him. * Claudentes prin- 
cipem ſenem, et agentes ante omnia ne quid ſciat, 


| REFLECTION 
| * 

Y Viz artibus honeſtis pudor retinetur, nedum inter certamina vi- 
tiorum pudicitia, ant modeſtia, aut quidguam probi moris ſer vare- 
tor. Tacit. annal. lib. 14. cap. 15. 

*FTriſtes et ſupercilioſos alienae vitae cenſores, publicos paeda- 
gogos. Senee, ep. 123. 

M Lamp. in vit. Alex. 
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Ny REFLECTION the THIRD. 


i- He great qualities of Dion intermixed with ſome 
| igt faults, | 


It is difficult to find ſo many excellent qualities in 
one ſingle perſon, as in the prince we are ſpeaking 
of, Greatneſs of ſoul, noble ſentiments, generoſity - 
in diſtributing his fortune, heroic courage in the 
feld, joined with uncommon temper and prudence, 
and a vaſtneſs of mind, capable of the largeſt views, 
a reſolution unſhaken in the greateſt dangers and 


noſt ſudden changes of fortune, a love for his coun- 
k try and the public good, carried almoſt to an excels, 
t- rere part of the virtues of Dion, He imbibed the 
* Wirecepts of philoſophy with an ardour of which Pla- 
„ Mio ſays he had ſeen but few inſtances; and he ſtu- 
1 lied it, not out of curioſity or vanity, but to know 


his duty, and make it the rule of his conduct. 

at Though paſſionately addicted to philoſophy, the 

ech ſtudy af it never diverted him from his duty, 2 as. 
he knew how to contain his paſſion for it within 

© aue bounds, After Dionyſius had obliged him to 

kave Syracuſe and Sicily, he led the moſt agreeable 


he men of genius, and confult the ableſt politici- 
ns, leaving every where behind him the marks of 
DN lis liberality and magnificence, equally beloved and 
eſpected by all that knew him, and receiving extra- 

a ordinary 


it Mite in his exile that can poſſibly be imagined for a i 
© nan that had once taſted the pleaſures of ſtudy; en- i 
at Hoying in tranquillity the. converſation of the philo- 1 
ts 6 . . .. ; 

» Wophers, affiſting at their diſputes, and making a | 
„ onſiderable figure amongſt them through his excel- 1 
T5 ent genius and the ſolidity of his judgment; vifſit- 1 
nd ing the cities of learned Greece, to collect in them, 1 
u. 1 may be allowed the expreſſion, the flower of 

| 


- 


da» . Retinvirque, quod eſt difficillimum, ex Gpientia modum, Ta- 
it, in vit. Agric. n. 4. ; 
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ordinary honours wherever he paſſed, which were 
paid ſtill more to his merit than his birth. It was Nx 
from ſo pleaſing a life as this that he tore himſelf to I ſo 
aſſiſt his country, which implored his protection, Iſe 
and to deliver it from the yake of tyranny, under Inn 
which it had long groaned. | : 
A bolder attempt perhaps was never formed, nor 
at the ſame time ever met with greater ſucceſs. He 
ſet out with no more than eight hundred men, and 
two merchant ſhips, to engage with fo formidable 
a power as that of Dionyſius. Who would have 
« thought, b ſays an hiſtorian, that a man with two 
„ merchant ſhips would have been able to dethrone 
a prince, who had four hundred ſhips of war, an 
% hundred thouſand foot, ten thouſand horſe, pro- 
« viſion of arms and corn in proportion, and as 
« much treaſure as was requiſite to maintain and 
« pay ſo numerous an army, who beſides this. was 
«© maſter of one of the greateſt cities in Greece, “ 
« with ports, arſenals, and impregnable forts, and 
& ſupported and fortified by a great number of ve- “ 
* ry powerful allies? The cauſe of Dion's great ]“ 
& ſucceſs was his magnanimity and courage, and M* 
« the affection borne him by thoſe whole liberty he]! 
«© was to procure.” | 

But what I find moſt beautiful in the life of Dion, M* 1 
moſt worthy of admiration, and, if I may be allow- . 
ed to ſpeak ſo, moſt ſuperior to the common ſenti-Wye: 
ments of mankind, is that greatneſs of ſoul and un- Nea 
heard-of' patience, with which he bore the ingrati-Wilts 
tude of his fellow citizens. He had left all to come not 
to their aſſiſtance, he had brought the tyranny to its YA 1 
laſt gaſp; and was upon the poiat of reſtoring them 
to their full liberty. And as a reward for ſo many ved 
fervices, they ſhamefully expel him their city inf] I 
company of a ſmall handful of ſoldiers, whoſe tide- 
Hty they could not corrupt; they load him with in- In t 
jurics, and add the moſt cruel abuſes to their trea-Wah 


chery, And though he wanted no more to revenge I bity 
bimſclfYPlat 


— 


Diod. Sic. hiſt. lib. 16. 
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ere Ekimſelf of thoſe ungrateful rebels, than to give the 
vas word, and deliver them up to the indignation of his 
to ſoldiers; having a like command over them as him- 
on, Mfelf, he checks their impetuofity, and without dif- 
lcr Warming them, lays a reftraint upon their juſt refent- 


ment, not allowing them in the very heat and fire 


10r Hof battle to do more than intimidate his enemies 
He vithout killing them; becauſe he conſidered them 
nd Will as his fellow-citizens and brethren. | 

dle He faid upon another occaſion, *©* that officers 
uſually paſſed their days in the exerciſe of arms, 
and in learning the art of war; that for his part 
he had ſpent a long time at Athens in the acade- 
my, to learn there how to conquer wrath, envy 
and revenge ; that to be civil and obliging to one's 
friends and men of probity was no mark of ha- 
ving conquered our paffions ; but to behave with 
humanity towards thoſe who have done us wrong, 
and to be always ready to pardon them. It is 


mitted to be more excufable to revenge ourſelves 
of ſuch as have injured us, than to be the firſt in 
doing wrong to others, But if we conſult nature, 
we ſhall find that both theſe faults have but one 
root, and that there is as much weakneſs in re- 
venging an injury, as in firſt committing it.“ 

All the wrongs and ingratitude of his country 
ti-Nvere not capable of making any abatements in his 
n· zeal. After various changes of fortune he reſtored 
tl- Wits liberty, and expelled the. tyrants, But he had 
ne not the pleaſure of enjoying the fruit of his labours. 
its A traitor formed a conſpiracy againſt him, and aſ- 


mYfaflinated him in his own houfe. His death invol- 


ny ved Syracuſe in new misfortunes. Rd 

in I think we cannot charge Dion with any more 
e- than one fault; he had ſomething rough and ſevere 
n- In his temper, which rendered him unſociable and 
a-Wlifficulr of acceſs, and kept men of the greateſt pro- 
ge Wbity and his beſt friends too much at a diſtance. 
Plato had often put him in mind of this failing. 2 

| | 0 


true, he ſaid, according to human laws, it is ad- 
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had even endeavoured to correct it, by bringing him. x: 
particularly acquainted with a philoſopher of a chear- 
ful and facetious diſpoſition, and very.capable of in- 
ſpiring him with kind and obliging ſentiments. He He 
afterwards reminded him of it by a letter, wherein of 
he ſays, © *© Conſider, I beg of you, that you are 
* accuſed: of wanting good nature and affability ; Nag 
„and always remember, that the moſt certain N dh 
« means to make affairs ſucceed, is to render one's 


, ſelf agreeable to thoſe with whom we have to 4 
treat. 4 Haughtineſs baniſhes friends and com- Ny 


** Panions, and reduces a man to live in ſolitude.“ Ife 
e Notwithſtanding he was blamed for his too great 


auſterity and uſing an. inflexible ſeverity towards the 55 
people, he was never obſerved to depart in the leaſt I; 


from it, either from being naturally averſe to the ir 
arts of inſinuation and perſuaſion, or that in the de- 
ſign he had of correcting and reforming the Syracu- I 
fans, who were ſpoiled and corrupted by the adula- 


tion and complacency of their orators, he thought A 
| | himſelf nm. 
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H Abdi ken Evroreg., This thought of Plato's is ex- all 
tremeiy- beautiful, but not ſo obvious at firſt fght M. Dacier has 
tranſlated it thus: Hawghtineſs is always the companion of ſolitule ; rel 
which carries with it no idea, or rather preſents one directly oppo- 
ſite to reality. For it is falſe, that havghtineſs is away found in 
ſolitude. A ſingle man, with no body about him, is ſittle ſuſcep- 
tible of it, and has no opportunity of ſhewing it. This vice requires 
witneiles and ſpectators. This therefore is not Plato's meaning; 
who intends to ſay, that hanghtineſs drives away the reſt of man- ple 
kind; that it removes thoſe from us with whom we ought to live in 
the greateſt union; whereas affability gaii.s great men abundance of 
followers, and makes them live in a manner amidſt a multitude of ex 
perſons, even ſuch as are ſtrangers and unknown, who gladly ap- Wyn 
proach” them, and take pains to attach themſelves to them; where- Wh 
as haughtineſs wakes a deſert around them, puts all to flight, and l 
reduces them to as great a degree of ſolitude, as though they were W © 
in a wilderneſs, and by that means deprives them of the aſſiſtance dit 
of the perſons they ſtand in need of for the ſucceſs of their affairs. Wof 
"Hi duke, ipnwicx Evvorrog, Hawghtineſs reduces a man to ſol» 
tude 
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TY himſelf obliged to a more reſolute and manly beha- 
viour. 
Dion was miſtaken in the moſt eſſential point of 
c governing. From the throne to the loweſt office in 
n the ſtate, whoever is to command and direct others, 
e ought principally to ſtudy the f art of gaining the 
5 Waffeftions of mankind, of moulding and turning 
n F them at pleaſure, and conciliating them to our own 
views ; which can never be effected by domineering 
over them, by haughtily commanding them, or bare- 
ly pointing out their duty to them with a rigid in- 
flexibility. There is a ſteadineſs and reſolution, or 
rather an obſtinate ſeverity, even in the purſuit of 
virrue, and the exerciſe of all employments, which 
is apt to degenerate into vice, when carried too far. 
I own we are never allowed to bend the rule ; but 
it is always commendable, and often neceflary, to 
ſoften and make it more tractable ; which is princi- 
pally done by an obliging and inſinuating behavi- 
our; by not rigorouſly infiſting upon the perfor- 
mance of the moſt minute circumſtance of duty, by 
overlooking ſuch little faults as ſcarce deſerve no- 
73 Wiice ; and remonſtrating mildly upon thoſe that are 
more conſiderable; in a word, by endeavouring by 
all poſſible means to gain the love of others, and to 
e; Mrcader virtue and duty agreeable, | 


* II. TiMOLEON. 


ig; Timoleon, who was a native of Corinth, com- 
an- pleted at Syracuſe what Dion had ſo happily begun; 
r and ſignalized himſelf in that expedition by amazing 
of exploits of valour and wiſdom, which made him e- 
ap- qual in glory to the greateſt men of his age. After 
re, Ihe had obliged Dionyſius to quit Sicily, he recalled 
ere all the citizens, whom the tyrants had baniſhed into 
nce different countries; he got together fixty thouſand 
irs. Hof them to re- people the deſerted city; he divided 

| V 
vo, e This is what an ancient poet called fl-ramina at ue ommnium re- 


iI tina rerum oratio. Cic. lib. x. de Divin. n. 80. 
| \ 
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the lands among them, gave them laws, and eſta 
bliſhed a form of civil government in conjunctio 
with commiſſioners from Corinth; he cleared a 
Sicily of tyrants, with which it had been long infeſt 
ed, reſtored peace and fecurity in all places, and 
Tupplied the cities ruined by the war with all thingy 
neceſſary for reinſtating themſelves. _ 

After ſuch glorious actions, which had gained 
him unlimited credit, he voluntarily renounced hi 
authority, and paſſed the reſt of his life at Syracuſe 
as a private man, enjoying the grateful ſatisfactio 
of ſceing ſo many cities, and ſuch multitudes of peo 
ple indebted for their tranquillity and happineſs tc 
him. But he was ever reſpected, and conſulted as 
the common oracle of Sicily. There was no treat 
of peace, no new law, no divifion of lands, no re 
oulation of policy made without Timoleon's being 
concerned in it, and giving the laſt hand to it. 

In his old age hie had the trial of a very ſevere 
affliction, which hc bor: with an aſtoniſhing pati 
ence; I mean the {vis of his ſight. This acciden 
was ſo far from diminiſhing the people's conſidera 
tion and reſpect that they had for him, that it ſervec 
only to augment them. The Syracuſans were no 
fatisficd with paying him frequent viſits; but carrie 

all ſtrangers that travelled amongſt them“ to hi 
houſe either in town or country, to ſhew them thei! 
benefactor and deliverer. If any matter of momen 
was to be debated in the public aſſembly, they cal 
led in him to their aſſiſtance ; and as for him, he 
came in a chariot drawn by two horſes through the 


Forum into the theatre, and entered the aſſembly ii 


the ſame chariot amidſt the ſhouts and joy ful accla 
mations of the whole people. When he had give 
his opinion, which was always religiouſly obſerved 
his ſervants carried him back in his chariot acrol: 
the theatre, the whole people reconducting him be 
yond the gates of the city with the like acclamation 
and applautes, 


The 


d 
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ta. They paid him ſtill greater honours after his 
on death. His funeral was ſolemnized with the utmoit 
all magnificence, and the greateſt ornament of it was 
ſt· the tears and bleſſings beſtowed by the people upon 
nd the deceated, which were not the effect of mere cu- 
wil from and decency, but proceeded from a ſincere af- 
fection and the moſt cordial gratitude. They far- 
MY ther made an ordinance, that every year for the fu- 
hi ture upon the day of his death, games of muſic, 
uſÞ wreſtling, and horſe-races ſhould be celebrated in 
ion honour of his memory, 
eo Nothing ever was more conſummate than what 
tal hiſtory tells us of Timoleon. I do not mean onl 
his great exploits in the field, and the good aaa 
atWof all his enterprizes: What I admire moſt in him 
reYis his warm and diſintereſted love for the public 
inWMeood, reſerving to himſelf only the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing others happy by his ſervices; his freedom from 
all inſolence of power and pride of worth, his re- 
tirement into the country, his modeſty, moderation, 
declning of honours, and what is ſtill more extra- 
ordinary, his averſion to all flattery, and even for 
vedFhe juſteſt praiſe. 8 When at any time mention was 


had acquired in expelling the tyrants; he only re- 
plied, that he thought himſelf highly indebted to 
the gods, for making choice of him to be the mini- 
ter of their will, when they determined to reſtore 
the peace and liberty -of Sicily ; for he was tho- 
oughly perſuaded, that all human events were di- 
ected and governed by the ſecret orders of divine 


7. providence. | 
cla} I cannot conclude this article concerning the go- 
verlfrernment of Sicily, without defiring the reader to 


ompare the happy and peaceable old age of Timo- 
eon, who was eſteemed, honoured, and beloved by 


Vol. III. Bb the 


Cum ſuas laudes audiret praedicari, nunquam aliud dixit, quam 
ein ea re maximas diis agere gratis atque habere, quod, cum Sici- 
am recreare conſtituiſſent, tum ſe potiſſimum ducem eſſe voluiſ- 
t. Nihil enim rerum humanarum ſine deorum numine agi puta- 
it, Cornel. Nep. in Vit. Timol, cap. 4. 


"he 


made of his wiſdom, his valour, and the glory he 
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the whole world, with the miſerable life of Diony- 
ſius the tyrant (I mean the father) who was conti- | 
nually haunted with terror and apprehenfion, that I 
never ſuffered him to reſt, the horror and execration 1 
of the public. h During the whole courſe of his f 
reign, which laſted eight and thirty years, he wore 
a cuiraſs of braſs under his robe. He never made a 
ſpeech to the people, but from the top of a tower. Nu 
And not daring to rely upon any of his friends or a 
kindred, he took foreigners and ſlaves to guard, 
him, going abroad as ſeldom as he could, his fear 
obliging him to condemn himſelf to a kind of per- Nec 
petual impriſonment. That he might not truſt his 
life and throat in the hands of a barber, he made 
his daughters ſhave him, who were then very young; 
and when they were grown up, he took the ſciſſars 
and razor' out of their hands, and taught them to 
ſinge off his hair and beard with nut-ſhells ;- i and 
at laſt did this office himſelf, evidently not caring} 
to rely any longer upon his own daughters. He 
never went by night into the apartments of his 
wives, without cauſing them to be thorough! 
ſearched, and with great care. His bed was encom 
paſſed with a very large and deep entrenchment, ha 
ving a draw-bridge, which opened a paſlage to it 
After he had well bolted and barred the doors of his 
chamber, he raiſed this bridge, that he might ſleep ſe 
curely. k Neither his brother, nor his ſon, were al 
lowed to- come into his chamber without changing 
their clothes, and being ſearched by the guards. Ca 
a life of ſuch continual jealouſy and terror be proper 
ly called reigning, or even living? 1 A king, whe 
really deſerves that name, needs no guards but fo 
form, and the outward ſplendor of majeſty, mas h 
- DF. live 


u Cic. lib. 5. Tuſc. Quaeſt. n. 58, 62. | | 

i Lib. 2. de Off. n. 25. * Plut. in vit. Dion. 
1 Princeps, ſuis beneficiis tutus, nihil praeſidio eget : arma orn: 

menti cauſa habet. Sen. lib. r. de Clem. cap. 13. | 
m Quod tutius imperium eſt, quam illud, quod amore et carta 

munitur? 3 ſecurior quam rex ille, quem non metuunt, ſed 

metuunt ſubditi? Syueſ. de regno. ER 4 | 


vita 
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lives in the midſt of his own family, ſees none but 
his own children, wherever he goes, viſits none but 


his friends, and is always in a country committed to 


his care and tenderneſs, whilſt all his ſubjects, in- 
ſtead of fearing him, are only afraid for him. 
What compariſon, » ſays Tully in one of his 
books of Tuſculan Queſtions, is there between the 
wretched and fearful life of Dionyfius the tyrant, 
and that of Plato, Archytas, and a great many 
other philoſophers, who lived at the ſame time? 
This prince, in the midſt of pomp and grandeur, 
condemned by his own choice to a kind of dungeon, 
excluded the converſation of all good men, paſſed 
his life with ſlaves, wretches, and barbarians, re- 
garding every man as an enemy, who ſet a juſt va- 
lue upon liberty, employed only in murder and 
blood ſhed, and ſpending his days and nights in con- 
tinual terror. The others, united by the fame fen- 
timents of happineſs and taſte of ſtudy, formed a- 
mongſt themſelves the moſt pleaſing and agreeable ſo- 


Ecicty that can poſſibly be imagined, exempt from all 


care and uneaſineſs, and knowing no other pleaſure 
than what ariſes from the contemplation of truth, 
and the love of virtue, wherein theſe philoſophers 
placed the whole happineſs of man. 

0 ”['was in their ſchool, and from their converſa- 
tions, that Dion had imbibed theſe principles and 


ſentiments, which he endeavoured to inſtil into the 


young Dionyſius, exhorting him to govera his ſub- 
jects with humanity and tenderneſs, as a good father 


governs his 3 Conſider, ſaid he, that the 


chains which ſupport and ſtrengthen a monar- 
« chical government, and which your father boaſt- 


* ed he had made as hard to break as adamant, are 


neither fear nor force, as he imagined, a great 
* number of gallies, nor a guard of thouſands of 


© barbarians ; but the affection, love and gratitude, 


* which the virtue and juſtice of princes raiſe in 


the hearts of their people; and that chains form- 


B b 2 « ed 


Lib. 3. Tuſc. Quaeſt. n. 63, 66. Plug. in vit. Dion. 
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ed by ſuch ſentiments, though more gentle and fo 
leſs heavy than others ſo hard and Riff, are how- Iſt⸗ 
ever much ſtronger with regard to duration, and I ih 
contribute more firmly to the fupport of the er 
** ſtate : That beſides. a prince is neither honoured, (co 
nor eſteemed, for being richly apparelled, for his I do 
furniture or retinue, or for Ending his days in be 
luxury and pleaſures, if he has no advantage in Wall 
point of reaſon and underſtanding over the leaſt Wm: 
of his ſubjects, and is ſo wholly employed in the Wu 
* decoration of his body apartments, as to neglect Eto 
« adorning the palace of his mind as becomes the Yup 
majeſty of a king.“ | it 


ER TICLE THT SECOND. 10 


Of the Roman HIS TOR. no 


HO prejudiced ſoever Livy may ſeem in fa- Ro 
vour of the people, whoſe hiſtory he writes, we 
cannot deny but the high encomium he gives them fac 
in the beginning of his work is very well grounded, 
and it muſt be owned with him, that there never . F 
was a republic more powerful, or governed with fro 
greater juſtice; or more abundant in glorious exam- fut 
ples ; where avarice and luxury were later introdu- Wet 
ced, or where poverty and frugality were had in ſo Nchi 
great honour during fo great a length. Cæterum, 
fays Livy, auf me amor negotu ſuſcepti fallit, aut fer! 
nulla unquam reſpublica nec major, nec ſanctior, nec vr 
bonis exemplis ditior fuit ; nec in quam tam ſera ava- 
ritia luxuriaque immigraverint ; nec ubi tantus ac 

tamdiu paupertati ac parſmonie honos fuerit. 
Providence, having ſhewn in Nebuchadnezzar, 
Cyrus, and Alexander, with what eaſe it ſubverts 
the greateſt empires, and erects new ones, was plea- . 
ſed to eſtabliſh one of a very different kind, which 


ſhould in no reſpect reſemble the impetuoſity of the 
| former, 
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id former, or be owing to thoſe tumultuous circum- 


v. I tances, wherein chance ſeemed to have a greater 


id I ſhare than wiſdom ; an empire, which was to en- 
je creaſe by juſt degrees and proportions, which ſhould 
d, conquer by method, and grow ſtrong by the wit- 
is I dom of counſels and patience ; whoſe power ſhould 
in Ibe the fruit of every human virtue, and which in 
in all theſe particulars ſhould deſerve to become the 
| model of every other government. With this view 
ie Much diſtant foundations were laid as were fufficient 
& o ſupport the mighty edifice deſigned to be raiſed 
ze upon them. Providence had made preparations for 
it by a long ſucceſſion of great men, and a chain of 
ingular events, which the heathen world could not. 
zwoid admiring, and over which they were forced 
to own the divinity preſided. ? Livy in the begih- 
ning of his hiſtory ſays, that the original and foun- 
dation. of the greateſt empire in the world could be 
no other than the work of the fates, and the. effect 
of the peculiar protection of the gods. 4 He makes 
- MRomulus declare, as ſoon as he is admitted into 


re heaven, that it is the will of the gods that Rome. 


n Mkould become the capital of the univerſe, and that 
J, Wo human power ſhould be able to withſtand it. 
r He induſtriouſly enumerates the prodigies which, 
h rom the firſt foundation of the city announced its. 
i- Wuture greatneſs, and takes notice of a kind of ſe- 
1» Weret inſtinct and certain foreſight of the power, for 
o Irhich it was intended, in ſeveral of thoſe who go- 
rerned it at firſt, 5 Laſtly, Plutarch ſays in expreſs 


25 
terms, that whoever conſiders the conduct and ac- 
% ions of the Romans with the leaſt attention, muſt: 


Bb 3 clearly: 


? Debeb:tur, ut opinor, fatis tahtae origo urbis,. maximique ſe- 
tundum deorum opes impern principium. Liv. lib. 1. n. 4. 

1 Abi: nuneia- Romants, Caw&ieites ita velle, ut mea Roma. eaput: 
irbis terrarum fit Sctantque, et ita poſteris tradant, nullas opes 
WWirmanas armis Romants reſiſtere poſſe. Ibid. n. 16. 

Inter principia condendi hujus operis, (Capitolit) moviſſe nu- 
nen ad indicandam tanti imperii molem traditur deos. Ibid. à. £5 
* Plut. in vit. Romul. by 
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elearly diſcover, that they could never have attain- 
ed to that height of glory they did, if the gods had 
not taken care of them from the beginning, and 
there had not been ſomething miraculous and di- 
vine in their original. And in another place, 
which in my opinion is well worthy of notice, t he 
attributes that incredible rapidity of conqueſts, 
which aſtoniſhed the univerſe, not to the efforts of 
human prudence and valour, but to the ſpecial pro- 
rection of the gods, whoſe favour, like an impetuous 


wind, in the ſwift progreſs of ſucceſſes, ſeemed in 


haſte to augment and extend the Roman power. 

It is of the hiſtory of this people that I am now 
undertaking to give ſome idea. To this end I ſhall 
produce only fome ſelect pieces of it, as I have done 
already in treating the hiſtory of the Greeks ; and 


J thall chuſe ſuch as will beſt explain the character 


and fpirit of the Roman people, and which preſent 
the greateſt virtues and moſt excellent examples, 
I ſhall alſo add- ſome reflections, to ſhew youth in 


what manner they. may make the beſt advantage of 


what they read. 
The firſt piece of this hiſtory thall treat of the 


foundation of the Roman empire by Romulus and 
Numa; the ſecond of the expulſion of the kings 


and the eſtabliſhment of liberty ; the third ſhall be 
much larger, though it takes iy but the ſpace of a- 


bout fifty years, from the beginning of the fecond 


Punic war, to the defeat of Perſeus king of Mace- 
don; during which the greateſt events in the Ro- 
man hiſtory happened; and the fourth and laſt 
mall be of the changing the Roman republic into a 
monarchy, foretold in a particular manner by Po- 
Iybius in his hiſtory. 


TH E 


#2 . Evporer 785 rfarlaror % To  Po8rov Tic fic roceluryy Foverpary % 
uno » PTC, ou XFetpoiv avBporay ud e opreatTs Tpo xopicay My E4c0viey, 
Beta Jt Tory 8 v E,E“̊ Thxne Ert xuvopurns tide rvureu rig. ops 
086 * Plut. de fort. Ron. 
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d THE FIRST PIECE. Of the Ons HisTory. 


i- The Foundation of the Roman nee by RoMULUs 
ez and Nu MA. 


$, W E find all the principles and foundations of the 

| Roman greatneſs united in Romulus and Nu- 
ma, the cauſes of its riſe and continuance, the ma- 
15 © xims of its policy, the rules of its government, the 
in FF peculiar genius of its people, and the ſpirit, with 
which it was animated in its whole conduct, and in 
all its different circumſtances for above twelve hun- 
dred years. It was in theſe two reigns the Roman 
people imbibed the peculiar and ſingular characters 
by which they were afterwards diſtinguiſhed with 
ſo much glory and ſueceſs; and which took ſo deep 
root, that they furvived without alteration, not on- 
ly during the time of the kings and of the republic, 
but under the emperors, and even to the diſſolution 
of the empire. 


The FIRST CHARACTER of the ROMANS. 


VALOUR. 


One of the prevailing characters of the Romans 
was, that they were a warlike, enterprifing, victo- 
e- rious people, devoting themſelves. entirely to the 
o- profeſſion of arms, and: preferring the glory ariſing: 
t from military expeditions to every thing beſides, 
a Their founder Romulus ſeems to have inſpired them 
o- EW with this diſpofition. This prince, brought up from 

his infancy to the laborious fatigues of hunting, 
and accuſtomed to contend with robbers, obliged af- 

E terwards to defend the privileges of the aſylum he 
had opened, and having no other ſubjects in his 
new kingdom than a band of reſolute, deſperate, 
„and ſavage fellows, who had no hopes of 3 


Xu, 


Jp» ivr. their perſons but in force, and having no po 
ſeſſions, 
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ſeſſions, were able to ſubſiſt only by the ſword; 


this prince, I ſay, was wont to have always the 
ſword in his hands, and paſſed his reign in ſucceſ- 
fvely making war upon the Sabines, the Fidenates, 
the Veians, and all the neigbouring people. 

He placed military courage in great honour, by 
the frequent victories he gained, and his own per- 
ſonal exploits. And the glory, with which he was 
twice ſeen to enter Rome, bearing a trophy at the 
head of his conquering troops, amidſt a large train 
of captives, and the acclamations of all the people, 
gave place to the triumphs which were introduced in 
after ages, and were, at the ſame time, a moſt pow- 
erful incentive to the ambition of the generals, and 
the higheſt pitch of grandeur to which they could 
aſpire. Romulus was no lefs careful to animate the 
courage of the common ſoldiers by rewards and dif- 
ferent military honours, than by the allurement of 
the conquered lands, which he divided among them, 


The SECOND CHARACTER of the RouANs. 


Prudent Meaſures taken for extending their Empire. 


Another great character of the Romans conſiſts 
ih the wiſe meaſures they always took for extending 
and aggrandizing their empire, whereof Romulus 
had ſet them an example. This prince, perſuaded 
that the power of a ſtate conſiſted in the multitude 
of its ſubjects, made uſe of two expedients for aug- 
menting the number of his. 

The firſt was the moderate and prudent uſe he 
made of his victories. and conqueſts, Inſtead of 
treating the vanquiſhed as his enemies, according to 
the cuſtom of other conquerors, by cutting them 
off, plundering them of their effects, reducing them 
to flavery, or forcing them, by the ſeverity of the 
yoke impoſed upon them, to hate the new govern- 
ment, he looked upon them all as his natural ſub- 
jects, made them live with him in Rome, com- 

municated 
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municated to them all the privileges of the ancient 
citizens, adopted their feaſts and ſacrifices, left the 
way open for them indifferently to all civil and mi- 
ltary employments ; and by all theſe advantages, 
making the good of the ſtate a common intereſt, 


Ihe attached them to it by ſuch powerful and volun- 


ary ties, as they were never after tempted to break 
through. | 
The Romans, having always at heart a tacit pre- 
ſcience of the grandeur to which they were. deſti- 
ned, punctually obſerved. this maxim of profound 
ind beneficial policy. We know it was uſually 
the general himſelf, who had conquered a city or 
2 province, that became the protector of them, 
that pleaded their cauſe in the ſenate, that defend- 
ed their rights and intereſts, and, forgetting his 
title of conqueror, remembered only that of patron 
ind father, to treat them all as his clients and chil- 
dren, Fd | = 
The ſecond expedient employed by Romulus, was 
not to diſdain the admiſſion of ſhepherds, ſlaves, 
md men of no ſubſtance or family, into the num- 
ber of his ſubjects and citizens. u He knew the be- 
zinnings of cities and ſtates, as of all other human 
things, were weak and obſcure, and that the foun- 
ders of ſtates had thence taken occaſion to feign, 
that their firſt inhabitants were the offspring or 
ſons of the earth. He received, therefore, all fu - 
zitives into his aſylum, whom the love of liberty, 
ind proſecutions for debts, or other reaſons, obli- 
ged to ſeek a retreat. This firſt conceſſion, joined 
to the feaſt of the Saturnalia, which Numa after- 
wards inſtituted, in which the maſters admitted. 
their flaves to a ſhare in the ſame entertainment, and. 
lived with them in a ſtate of perfect equality, inſpi- 
red the Romans with greater mildneſs and good- 
nature 


" Urbes quoque, ut caetera, ex infimo naſci: deinde, quas ſua 
virtus ac dii juvent, magnas fibi opes magnumque nomen facere. - 
Lbs Adjiciendae multitudinis cauſa; vetere conſjlio condentivm 
bes, qui obſcuram atque humilem conciendo ad ſe multitudinem, 
dat am è terra ſibi prolem ementiebantur; aſylum aperit. Liv. lib. 

1. n. 8. et 9. 
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nature towards their ſlaves than any other republic 


whatſoever. .Every citizen had the power, by ſet- 


ting his ſlaves at liberty, of making them Roman 


citizens like himſelf, of granting them the rank and 
all the privileges annexed to it, and of uniting them 
to the ſtate in ſo ſtrict and honourable a manner, 

that: there was no inſtance of any freeman that did 
not prefer this new country to the place of his na- 
evity and ami. 

By theſe two expedients, Rome was continually 
renewed and ſtrengthened. By the ſame means, its 
lofles were repaired, and the places of the ancient 
families extinét by the accidents of war ſupplied ; 
recruits were always found ready within itſelf to fill 
up the legions, and ſubjects capable of diſcharging 
every employment of peace and war; and when o- 
ver- charged with too great numbers, it was enabled 
to ſend out numerous ſwarms to live at a diſtance, 
and to plant powerful colonies upon its frontiers, 
which ſerved as bulwarks againſt the enemy, and ſe- 
cured the new conqueſts. | 

Buy continually incorporating foreigners, and chan- 
ging them into citizens and members of the ſtate, it 
communicated to them its manners, maxims, ſpirit, 
noble ſentiments, and zeal for the public ; and by 
giving them a ſhare in its power, advantages, and 
glory, it formed a conſtant flouriſhing ſtate, equally 
ſupported and aggrandized from without and within. 

u The Romans always avoided the capital fault of 


Pericles, though otherwiſe one of the greateſt poli- 


ticians that ever Greece had, in declaring that none 
ſhould be held as natural and true Athenians, but 
ſuch as had both Athenian fathers and mothers. By 
this ſingle decree, which excluded above one quar- 
ter of the citizens, he extremely weakened the com- 
monwealth. He diſabled it from making conqueſts, 
or maintaining them; and being obliged to reſt 1a- 
tisfied with having the conquered towns for allies or 
tributaries, inſtead of uniting them to himſelf as 
members of the body of the ſtate, and parts of the 

| republic, 


« Plut. in. vit. Perich. 
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republic, according to the principles of the Ro- 
mans, he ſoon ſaw them ſhake off their new yoke, 
and aſſert their liberty. 

x Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus juſtly looks upon the 
cuſtom introduced by Romulus of incorporating the 
conquered cities and nations into the ſtate, as a moſt 
excellent maxim of policy, and what principally 
contributed to the eſtabliſhment and ſupport ot the 
Roman grandeur, He obſerves, that it was the 
contempt or ignorance of this maxim, which ruined 
the power of Greece, difabled Sparta from recover- 
ing itfelf after the battle of Leuctra, and loſt the 
Thebans and Athenians the empire of Greece for 
ever after that of Cheronea; whereas the Roman 
republic has been ſeen to ſurvive the moiſt bloody 
defeats, and to ſend new armies into the field ſtill 
more numerous than thoſe they had loſt. 

The emperor Claudius, in an excellent diſcourſe 
ge made to the ſenate, to juſtify his having granted 
the privileges of Roman citizens to the people of 
Gaul, has judiciouſly obſerved, y that what ruined 
the republics of Lacedæmon and Athens, was the 
extreme difference they made between their own ci- 
tizens and the conquered ſtates ; treating the laſt 
always. as foreigners, keeping them always diſtinct 
from the community, and thereby preventing them 
from having any concern in the good of the public; 
whereas the founder of Rome, by a far more pro- 
found policy, incorporated the people he conquered 
into the number of his citizens, and, on the very 
day he had fought againſt them as enemies, recei- 
ved them as members of the ſtate, admitted them 
to all the privileges of natural ſubjects, and engaged 

them 


6 Rperioov PLETLOL TOALTEULETEY ur dp x9, 0 xa Th gaga po- 
l exeubepiog 7 rp xe, Kt Tov £71 Thy h YEMOVIEY avayovruy OUX EAGQ> 
rue H wepio x8. Dionyſ. Halic Antiq. Rom. lib. 2. 

7 Quid aliud exitio Lacedaemoniis et Athenienſibus fuit, quan- 
quam armis pollerent. niſi quod victos pro alienigenis arcebant? 
At conditor noſter Romulus tantum ſapientia valuit, ut pleroſque 
populos eodem die hoſtes, — ci ves habuerit. Tacit. Annal. lib. 
11. cap. 24 
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them out of intereſt to defend the very city, which i 
they had lately attacked. c 

It was principally by this means, as we have al- 
ready obſerved, that the largeſt empire that ever 
was, made up a body, whoſe parts were all united] i 
far more by affection than fear. The Romans had c 
colonies in all countries, and the people of all the v 
provinces were admitted to ſhare in the government b 
of the ſtate, without almoſt any difference between p 
them and the conquerors. 2 The two Gauls were e 


filled with conſular families. The civil and military] p 
employments were alike ſupplied by Romans and} e 
the natives of the country. S. Auguſtine ſome- I ft 
where obſerves, that at Carthage it was hard to di- 
ſtinguiſn between the free and the conquered, her tl 
citizens and thoſe of Rome having all things ſol o 
much in common, and the government ſo equally o 
ſhared between them both. c1 
This principle of policy, ſo conſtantly obſerved by 0: 
the Romans in all ages, is very worthy our attention, pl 
and may be of great uſe to us. Haughtineſs and ſe·¶ th 
verity ſerve only to keep up a dangerous divition, th 
which will break out upon the firſt occaſion. Good te 
treatment, on the contrary, makes a conqueror belo- 
ved, gains the affections of the new government, ob -· ¶ pc 
literates ancient grudges, and as a conquered people i th 
ſerve generally as a frontier, their fidelity becomes ail th 
firmer and ſurer barrier than all bulwarks whatſoever. on 


| b ] 

The THIRD CHARACTER of the ROMANS. th 
Their wiſe Deliberations in the Senate. | . 
ſtra 


The third character is the wiſdom of the ſenate, ¶ ner 


which began under Romulus to aſſume a fixed andW 6 j 
ſettled daf 


r Caetera in communi (ita ſint: (ſaid Cerealis, general of the Ro- ¶ et 9 
man armies, to the citizens of Treves and Langres) Ipfi plerumque ipſu 
legionibus noſtris pracſidetis ipſi has aliaſqne provincias regitis I tem 
Nihil ſeparatum, clauſumve. . - . - Proinde pacem et urbem quam . 
victi victoreſque eodem jure obtinemus, amate, colite. Tacit. bib] * 


lib, 4. cap. 54. 
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ſettled form. a The ſenate was the public council 
of the nation always ſubſiſting, not compoſed of ar- 
bitrary members, but made up of perſons choſen 
out of the moſt conſiderable families. The ſenators, 


intereſted by their fortunes and dignities in the ſuc- 


ceſs of the government, and capable of governing 
wiſely through their age and experience, held the 
balance even between the ſovereign authority of the 
prince, and the weakneſs of the people, and ſuppli- 
ed a number of magiſtrates, well formed and pre- 
pared for the greateſt employments by an excellent 
education, and replete with knowledge and ſefitiments 
ſuperior to the vulgar, They were called Fathers, 
Patres, that on the one fide they might remember 
they were placed in a high ftation, and held a rank 
of diſtinction, in order to their being the protectors 
of the people, whoſe advantage they ought to pro- 
cure with the vigilance, zeal, and diſintereſtedneſs 
of a parent; and, on the other hand, that the peo - 
ple might be reminded of the reſpect and affection 
they were obliged to bear them, and the confidence 
they ought to have in their counſel, credit and pro- 
tection, Eo | 1 
This ſenate was in all after ages the firmeſt fup- 
port, the principal ſtrength, and greateſt refuge of 
the ſtate, even under the emperors. We all know 
the famous ſpeech of Cineas, whom Pyrrhus ſent 
on an embaſſy to the Romans. Upon his return, 
d he told his maſter, the grandeur and majeſty of 
the Roman ſenate was ſuch, that they ſeemed to him 
Vol. III. Cc like. 


* Majores noſtri, eum regum poteſtatem non tuliſſent, ita magi- 
ſtratus annuos creaverunt, ut conſilium ſenatus reipublicae praepo- 
nerent ſempitei num: deligerentur autem in id conſilium ab uni ver- 
ſo populo, adituſque in illum ſummum ordinem omnium civium in 
duſtriae ac virtuti pateret. Senatum reip. cuſtodem, praeſidem, pro- 
pugnatorem coilocaverunt. Hujus ordinis auctoritate uti magiſtratus 
et quaſi miniſtros graviſſimi conſilii effe voluerunt: Senatum autem 
ipſum proximorum ordinum ſplendore confirmari, plebis liberta- 
tem et commoda tueri atque augere voluerunt. Cic. orat. pro Sext. 
n. 137. ; . 5 : N | v2.43 SI 

> Quem qui ex legibus conſtare dixit, unus veram ſpeciem Roma 
ni ſeuatus cepit, Liv. lib. 9 . 17. | 
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like an aflembly of kings. The glory and dura- 
tion of the empire (ſays the emperor Otho, upon 
occaſion. of an inſurrection, wherein he was appre- 
henſive for the ſenate) does not lie in buildings, nor 
in outward magnificence, Whatever is but materi- 
al, is a trifle; it may be deſtroyed and repaired, 
without any eſſential alteration. But to ſtrike at the 
authority of the ſenate, is to attack the being of the 
ſtate, and the ſafety of the prince. 

I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of the ſenate in an- 
other place, when I ſhall more particularly enquire 
into the form of government eſtabliſhed in the Ro- 
man republic. | 


- The FOURTH CHARACTER. 


The firit Union of all the Parts of the State. 


The Roman people were at firft no other than a 
confuſed multitude, made up of the tumultuous and 
accidental union of ſeveral perſons, of different cha- 
racters and intereſts, inclinations and profeſſions, 
and full of jealouſies and animoſities. To put an 
end to this diverſity, ſo prejudicial to the ſolid eſta- 
bliſhment of the ſtate, Romulus began with divi- 
ding his citizens into tribes and legions. 4 And 


Numa afterwards, ſtriking more deeply at the root 


of the evil, aſſembled all of the ſame trade and bu- 
ſineſs, and formed them into companies, by aſſign- 
ing them peculiar feſtivals and ceremonies, that by 
theſe new engagements of religion and pleaſure, 
they might be induced to forget the difference of 
their ancient original. | 

e But nothing contributed ſo much to the ſettling 
a perfect concord in this infant ſtate, as the right of 


patronage 


'© Quid? Vos pulcherrimam hane urbem domibus et tectis, et 
congeſtu lapidum Rare creditis? Muta iſta et inanima intereider ac 
reparari promiſcua ſunt: acternitas rerum, et pax gentium et mea 
cum veſtra ſalus, incolumitate ſenatus firmatur. Tacit. hiſt. lib. f. 
Cap. 84. | 

4 Plut. in vit. Num. Dionyſ. Halicarn. Antiq. Rom. lib. 2. 
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patronage eſtabliſhed by Romulus ; becauſe, by thus 
joining the patricians with the plebeians, rhe rich 
with the poor, in very ſtrict and ſacred ties, he 
ſeemed to make but one family of the whole people. 
The firſt were called patrons or protectors, and the 
others clients. The patrons were engaged by their 
very name to protect their clients upon all occations, 
as a father does his children; to aſſiſt them with 
their advice, their intereſt, and their care; to ma- 
nage and carry on their ſuirs, if they had any; in 
a word, to do all kind of good offices for them. 
The clients, on the other hand, paid the utmoſt 
honours to their patrons, reſpe&ed them as ſecond 
fathers, contributed out of their fubſtance to the 
portions of their daughters in caſe they were poor, 
to redeem their children if taken captive by the e- 
nemy, and to ſubliſt themſelves if fallen under any 
diſgrace. We have already obſerved, that in the 
later ages, not only particular perſons, but whole 
cities' and provinces, were put under the protection 
of the great men of Rome. 

This union of the citizens, as Dionyſius Halicar- 
naſſeus obſerves, thus formed from the beginning, 
and carefully cemented by Romulus, was afterwards 
ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that for above fix hundred 
years, though the republic was continually torn by 
the inteſtine diviſions, which ſubſiſted fo long be- 
tween the ſenate and people, they neyer.came to an 
open rupture, or engaged in a civil war; f but their 
diſputes, how warm and violent ſoever, were always 
amicably compromiſed, upon the remonſtrances 
made on both ſides; each party mutually comply- 
ing with the other, and making ſome abatements of 
their rights or pretenſions. | | 


— 
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The FIFTH CHARACTER. 


Love of Simplicity, F rugality, Poverty, 1 Labour and 
EO: v. Ser eng 5 


One of Numa': s firſt cares, after he came to the 
crown, was to inſpire his new ſubjects with the love 
of that labour, ftmplicity, and poverty, which were 
{o long practiſed and eſteemed among the Romans. 
The manner of his advancement to the throne gave 
him a right to recommend all theſe virtues n 
to his citizens. 95 
Numa generally reſided at Cares, his native ci- 
ty, and the capital of the Sabines, from whence the 
Romans, after their union with that nation, were 
called Qirites. He was naturally inclined to vir- 
tue, and had beſides improved his mind by. the ſtu- 


dy of all the ſciences that were known in his age, 


and eſpecially philoſophy, which had a great ſhare 


in his whole conduct. His delight was che country 


and ſolitude, and there he employed himſelf in til- 
ling the ground, and ſtudying the eee ou n 
vine Power in the works of nature. 

Whilſt he was enjoying this pleaſing retirement, 
the Roman embaſſadors came to tell him, that the 
two parties which divided Rome were at laſt united 
in the choice of him for their king. This news 
troubled, but did not diſcompoſe him. He repre- 
ſented to them, how dangerous it was for a man, 
who was happy and content with the life he led, to: 
paſs on a ſudden to one directly oppoſite to it. I 
„ have been brought up, ſays he to them, in the ſe- 
«« yere diſcipline of the Sabines; and, except the. 
** time I ſpend to ſtudy and know the Deity, I am 
te wholly taken up in agriculture, and feeding my 
« flocks. If they think they ſee any thing valuable 
© in me, it muſt be qualities which ſhould keep me 


at a diſtance from a throne ; 4 the love of ie 
. «cc e 
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E Plut. in vit. Num. 


W G © G aA g = |S 


3 Of Progfane Hiſtory. 297 


„life of retirement and application to ſtudy, an ex- 
„ treme averſion for war, and a great fondneſs for 
peace. Would it be right for me: to enter into a 
% city, which reſounds in all quarters with the noiſe 
„of arms, and breathes nothing but war; and at- 
% tempt to teach a people veneration for the gods, 
* the love of juſtice, the hatred of war and vio- 
„ lence, who ſeem to be far more deſirous of a ge- 
„ neral than a king ?” 6 

Numa's refuſal ferved only to make the Romans 
redouble their ſolicitations. They preſſed and con- 
jured him not to involve them again in a freth ſe- 
dition, which muſt inevitably end in a civil war, as 
he was the only perſon upon whom the two parties 
could agree. | | | 

When the embaſſadors were withdrawn, his fa- 
ther, and Martius his kinſman, uſed their utmoſt 
endeavours to prevail upon him to accept of the 
crown, * Though you think it, ſaid they, no plea- 
* ſure to lay up great riches, becauſe you are ſatis- 
„ fied with a little; nor have any ambition to com- 
* mand, becauſe you enjoy a greater and more real 
« glory, which is that of virtue; yet conſider, that 
* to reign well is paying God the homage and wor- 
* ſhip which is moſt agreeable to him. It is God 
„ who calls. you to the throne, as not caring to let 
„the talent of juſtice, he has bleſſed you with, ly 
% idle and uſeleſs. Do not therefore decline the 
* acceptance of the royal dignity, as it opens to a 
% wiſe man the vaſteſt field for great and glorious: 
actions. By this. means, the gods may be nobly 
+ ſerved, and the minds of men infenſibly civilized, 


and inclined to the duties of religion; for ſub- 


* jects naturally conform to the manners of their 
«« princes. The Romans loved Tatius, though he 
Was a foreigner, and have conſecrated the memo- 
* ry of Romulus, by the divine honours they now 
« pay him. Who can tell whether this victorious 
*« people is not tired of war? and whether, enrich- 
* ed as they are with ſpoils and triumphs, they do 

Ce 2 | * not 
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not deſire a prince of moderation and juſtice, who 
may govern them peaceably under good laws and 
« mild adminiſtration? But though they ſhould 
* continue as fond of war as ever, is it not better 
ta divert the fury of their paſſion, by taking the 
«« reins into your hand, and uniting your country 
and the whole nation of the Sabines with ſo pow- 
«« erful and flouriſhing a city by the ties of andity 
% and friendſhip?” _ 

Numa could not reſiſt ſuch ſtrong and wile re- 
monſtrances; and immediately ſet forward on his 
journey. The ſenate and people of Rome went out 
to meet him, with a wonderful deſire of ſeeing him. 


The opinion they had long conceived of his probity, 


was very much increaſed by the account the embaſ- 
ſadors had given them of his moderation. h They 
conceived. a. man muſt be exceedingly. diſcreet, that 
was capable of refuſing a ſceptre, and could look 
with indifference and contempt upon what the reſt 


of mankind confidered as the bcight of all human 


grandeur and: happineſs. | 

Numa preſerved. the: famie virtues upon: the throne 
which he had brought to it. So far as decency 
would admit in his ſtation, he lived with the ſame 
fimplicity and modeſty as in private life. He was a 


perfect model of royal virtue, and tempered the ma- 


jeſty of the prince with the moderation of the phi- 
loſopher, or rather heightened it by an additional 
ſplendor, in making it more amiable and of greater 
force. Contented to attract reſpect by his truly 
royal qualities, he baniſhed all the vain appearances 
of greatneſs, which only impoſe upon the ſenſes, 
and his virtue did not want. He lived without 
pomp, without luxury, and without guards: On 
the very day that he came to the, crown, he diſchar- 
ged the cohort which Romulus had always about his 
perſon, i declaring, that he would neither diſtruſt 
thoſe who. placed a confidence in. Bim. nor com- 
mand men who diſtruſted him. . X 

4e 
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He then divided the conquered lands among the 
poor citizens, to divert them from injuſtice by the 
lawful fruits of their labour, and inſpire them with 
the love of peace by the cares of agriculture, to 
which it is neceſſary. He reſtrained and lulled their 
over- earneſt paſſion for war by the pleaſures. of a 
quiet life and uſeful employments. That he might 
attach them to the cultivation of their lands by a 
concern for their own intereſt, he diſtributes them 
into boroughs, gives them inſpectors and overſeers, 
viſits often himfelf their labours in the field, judges 
of the maiters by the work, raiſes ſuch to employ- 
ments, as he found to be laborious, diligent and in- 
duſtrious, and reprimands the flothful and negli- 
gent. And by theſe different means, ſupported by 
his own example, and confirmed by his perſuaſion, 
he raiſed huſbandry to ſo great honour, k that in af- 
ter-ages the generals of the army and principal ma- 
giſtrates were ſo far from conſidering country buſi- 
neſs as below them, thar they gloried in cultivating 
their fields with the ſame victorious and triumphant 
bands, which had ſubdued. their enemies; and the 
Roman people were not aſhamed to-confer the com- 
mand of their armies, and entruſt the ſafety of the 
ſtate: to thoſe illuſtrious huſbandmen, whom they 
bad taken. from. the plough, and obliged to quit. the 
care of their lands to aflume that of the ſtate; : 

Scipio. Africanus, after he had conquered Han- 
6 | | nibal, 


* Pluribus monementis Seriptornm admoneor, apud antiquos no- 
tros fuiſſe gloriae curam ruſticationis : ex qua Quintius Cincinnatug 
obſeſſi Conſulis et exercitus liberator, ab aratro vocatus ad dictatu- 
tm venerit; ac rurſus, faſcibus depoſitis, quos feſtinantius victor 
reddiderat quam ſumpſerat imperator, ad eoſdem juvencos et qua- 
mor 7 5 avitum herediolum redierit. Itemque C. Fabricius. et 
Curius Dentatus, alter Pyrrho finibus Italiae pulſo, domitis alter Sa- 


binis, accepta quae viritim dividebantur captivi agri ſeptem jugera 


non minus induſtrie coluerit, quam fortiter armis quaeſierat. Et 
ne ſingulos intempeſtive nunc perſequar, cum tot alios Romani ge- 
deris intuear memorabiles duces hoc ſemper duplici ſtudio floruiſſe, 
vel CY vel colendi patiios quaeſitoſque fines, Columella de 
e rofl. lib. 1. 1 | 

ln hoc angulo ille Carthaginis horror Scipio, abluebat corpus la- 
boribus rirſkicts feſſum: exercebat enim opere ſe terramque [ut mos 

it priſcis) ipſe ſubigebat. Senec. epiſt, 86. 
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nibal, broke up the ground himſelf, according to Im 
the cuſtom of his predeceſſors, planted and grafted || v« 
his trees, and did all country buſinefs. Every body Har 
knows how much the clder Cato, ſirnamed the Cen- 
for, applied himſelf to agriculture, about which he let 
has even left behind him ſome directions. m Tully Nvi 
in his beautiful oration in favour of Roſcius, is ex- 
tremely ſevere againit the accuſer of his client, for for 
departing from the manners of the ancients, and I. 
urging againſt Roſcius his retirement into the coun- 
try, as an evident proof of his father's hatred for ht 
him; fince by the fame principles he might have re- ſpl 
flected upon the honour and probity of Attilius, an 
whom the Roman embaſſadors found actually in the thi 
field employed in ſowing his lands. Our anceftors, ba 
“ ſays he, had a very different way of thinking; 
* and by ſuch a conduct raiſed the republic from à ini 
% weak and low condition to fo powerful and flou- of 
« riſhing a ſtate. They carefully cultivated their Neat 
ie own lands, without coveting thoſe. of their neigh- g 
1% hours through mean and infatiable avarice ; and Ithe 
by that means enriched the republic, and -enlar- fe 
« ged the Roman empire with ſuch a number of i 
% lands, cities and nations.” 

But this love of labour and a country life did not 
only contribute to the. conqueſts and grandeur of 
the Roman empire, it alſo ferved to ſupport for fo 
many ages thoſe noble ſentiments, that generoſity, I 
and diſintereſtedneſs, which rendered the Roman Vas 
name ſtill more illuſtrious than all their moſt fa- 55 

| ; mou$sF*Y 


m Nae tn, Ernci, accuſator eſſes ridiculus, ſi illis temporibus na- 
tus eſles, cum ab aratro arceſſebantur qui conſules fierent. Eten im, hea' 
qui praceſſe agro colendo flagitium putes, profeQo illum Attilium, ſerv 
2 ſua manu ſpargentem ſemen, qui miſſi erant, convenerunt, mig 
Howinem turpiſſimum atque inboneſtiſſimum judicares. At hercule | 


majores noſtri longe aliter et de illo et de caeteris talibus viris exl- 
ſtimabant. Itaque ex minima tenuiſſimaque republica maximam et 
forentiſſimam nobis reliquerunt. Suos enim agros ſtudioſe cole- - 
bant, non alienos evpide appetebant : quibus — et agris, et ur- 
bibus, et nationibus, rempublicam, atque hoe imperium et popul pient] 
R- nomen auzerunt. Cic. Ocat. pro S. Roſt. Amer. n. 30 0 \ 
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mous victories. For it muſt be owned, n there is a 
very near relation between this innocent country life 
and wiſdom, of which it is in a manner the ſiſter; 
it may juſtly be looked upon as an excellent ſchool 
of ſimplicity, IP Juſtice, and all the dra 
virtues. 

Numa, brought up in this ſchool, inſpired not 
only his own ſubjects, but the neighbouring cities, 
with the ſame taſte and ſentiments, as Plutarch ob- 
ſerves in the beautiful deſcription he has left us of 
his reign. For the Romans were not the only peo- 
ple, that , were calmed and civilized by the juſtice 
and pacific diſpoſition of this excellent king, but all 
the cities round about, in which, as if a gentle gale 
had breathed upon them from Rome, there might 
be diſcerned an admirable change of manners, and 
inſtead of an eager paſſion for war, a fervent deſire 
of living in peace, of cultivating their lands, of edu- 
ating their children in tranquillity, and ſerving the 
gods in quiet. Nothing was to be ſeen throughout 
the country but entertainments, diverſions, ſacrifices, 
feſtivals, and rejoieings at one another's houſes, 
vithout any apprehenſion or umbrage, as if the wiſ- 
dom of Numa had been a rich ſource, from whence 
virtue and juſtice had flowed into the minds of the 
different people, and diffuſed into their hearts the 
ſame tranquillity that reigned in his. | 

In ſhort, during the whole reign of Numa there 
vas not the leait appearance of war, or diſpoſition 
to revolt; and the ambition of reigning never led 
my perſon to conſpire againſt him. But, whether 
the reſpect for his eminent virtue, or the fear of the 


Ideity which protected him, diſarmed guilt; or that 


heaven by a ſingular favour took a pleaſure i in pre- 


Jerving that happy reign from every attempt that 


might ſully the glory or diſturb the joy of it, his 
was a een and example of that great truth, which 
Plato 


Res ruſtica, G ne » ddd: proxima et quaſi confanguinea ſa 
pientiae eft. Colum. de ruft. lib. t. 

o Vita ruſtica parſimeniae, diligentiac, juſlitias magiſtra eſt, 
Orat. pro Roſe, Amer. n. 75, 


= 
> 


jiuſtice, and the love of peace. This character is 
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Plato ventured to pronounce long ſince, when 
ſpeaking of government, he ſays, 4 Cities and men 
will never be free from evils, till by the peculiar fa- 
vaur of the geds, ſupreme power and philoſophy uni- 
ting in the ſame perſon, render virtue victorious over 
vice. For the wiſe prince is not only happy, but 
makes thoſe happy alſo, who hear the words he ut- 
ters. He has ſcarce ever occaſion to make uſe of 
force or menaces to reduce his ſubjects, who having 
fo illuſtrious a model of virtue continually before 
their eyes in the life of their prince, are naturally 
inclined to imitate him and lead a happy and un- 
blameable life with him, which is the beſt effect of 
a wiſe government; as on the other fide the moſt 
folid glory of a prince is to be able to inſpire his 
ſubjects with ſo noble an inclination, and to lead 
them to a life of ſuch perfection; which no body 
ever knew better how to do than Numa. | 
T have thought myſelf obliged to expatiate a little 
upon the reaſons of Numa for refuſing the crown; 
the motives which induced him to accept of it;. 
the excellent rules he obſerved in his government, 
and the beautiful deſcription that Plutarch gives of 
the wonderful effects of his reign, founded upon 


great, and almoſt fingular in hiſtory 5 and I think 
it the duty of a maſter to give his ſcholars a juſt 
ſenſe of the paſſages, which abound with ſuch fine 
ſentiments, and are ſo proper at the ſame time to 
form both the heart and the underſtanding. 


The 


> Lib. 5. de Rep. | TT | 

© Atque ille quidem princeps ingenii et doctrinae Plato, tum de- 
nique fore beatas reſpnblicas putavit, fi, aut docti et fapientes ho- 
mines eas regere eœpiſſent; aut, qui regerent, omne ſuum ſtudium 
in doctrina ac ſapientia collocaſſent. Hanc conjunctionem videlicet 1 
poteſtatis et ſapientiae ſaluti cenſuit civitatibus eſſe polle. Cic- Mio: 
epiſt. 1. ad Quint. fratr. lib. 2. „ Bert nn ; 
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1 De $1xTH CHARACTER, 


8 WISE Laws. 


Numa underſtood from the beginning of his reign, 
that juſtice, which is the foundation of empires and 
fall ſociety, was ſtill more neceſſary to a people nur- 
o tured in the exerciſe of arms, accuſtomed to ſubſiſt 
e upon rapine, and to live without difcipline and go» 
y Pernment. To ſoften the ferocity of their temper, 
I. and reduce fo many different characters to an uni- 
of Mformity, he eſtablithed wiſe laws, and recommended 
t tbe obſervance of them by his moderation and mild- 
is Meſs, by ſetting an example of the greateſt virtues, 
id and an unalterable love for equity as well towards 
ſoreigners as citizens. By this conduct he inſpired 
is ſubjects with fo great a regard for juſtice, that 
Ile quite changed the face of the city. And ſo great 
Jras the zeal for obſerving ſuch uſcful and facred 
laws, and perpetuating the ſpirit of them, that we 
have conſtantly ſeen at Rome, even down to the la- 
teſt emperors, a continued tradition of the know- 
on edge of their laws, a kind of ſchool of wile legiſla- 
is ors and famous lawyers, who forming their deci- 
nk ions upon che pureſt light of reaſon, and the ſureſt 
uſtWYnaxims of natural equity, have compoſed that bod 
ne Wt law and the rights of mankind, which has be- 
to home the admiration of all the world, and been ad- 
pted, or at leaſt imitated by all civilized nations, 
ho have extracted from them the beſt part of their 
WS | 


The SEVENTH CHARACTER, 
de- 


no- RELIGTLON. 
lium 


licet The ſeventh character is a great reſpect for reli- 
Cie. ion, and a faithful perſeverance in beginning every 
ung with it, and referring every thing to it. Ro- 
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mulus had already expreſſed a very high regard for 
religion, as Plutarch obſerves; but Numa carried it 
much farther, and applied himſelf to give it more 
luſtre and majeſty. He preſcribed the particular 
rules of it, ſet down at large all its exerciſes and 
rites, added the utmoſt ſolemnity to its ceremonies, 
and made the feſtivals as agreeable and attractive as 
poſſible. By theſe new ſpectacles of religion, and 
this frequent commerce with things ſacred, which 
ſeemed to render the deity preſent in all places, he 
brought them to a more gentle diſpoſition, made 
them more tractable and humane, and inſenſibly 
changed their propenſity to violence and war into a 
love of juſtice and a deſire of peace, which are the 
beſt fruits of it. This habit of introducing religion 
into all their actions, influenced the people with ſo 
profound and conſtant a veneration for the divinity, 
that from that time, and in all after- ages, they ne- 
ver created magiſtrates, declared war, gave battle, 
undertook any thing in public or private, made no 
marriages, funerals, or journeys, without fome act 
of religion. The care they took to build a temple 
to Faith, and to make her reſpected as the ſacred 
guardian of promiſes and engagements, and the in- 
exorable avenger of the breach of them, kept the 
people ſo exactly to their words, that the obligation 
of an oath was never held more inviolable by any 
nation whatſoever. e 
Polybius and Livy give the Romans a glorious 
character in this reſpect. 1 Polybius ſays, that when 
once they had taken an oath, they kept it inviolably, 
without ſtanding in need of any ſecurity, witneſſes, 
or written contracts ; whereas all theſe precautions 
were ineffectual among the Greeks - The other 
1 c MEL, 


r A! duric xd Tov prov Tirews Trpios T0 b ο - Polyb. lib. 6. 
Deorum aſſidua inſidens cura, cum intereſſe rebus humanis cœ - 
leſte Numen .videretur, ea pictate omnium pectora imbuerat, ut fi- 
des ac jusjurandum proxime legum ac pœnarum metum civitatem 
regerent. Et cum ipſi ſe homines in regis, velut unici exempli, 
mores formarent; tum finitimi etiam populi, qui ante caſtra, . 
3 | WM 1 | urbem 
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obſerves, ** that the different and continual exerciſes 
« of religion, eſtabliſhed by Numa, which gave the 
“ Divinity ſo conſtant a ſhare in all human actions, 
© had poſſeſſed the citizens with ſuch a ſenſe of re- 
“ ligion, that a word or an oath had no leſs weight 
and authority at Rome, than the fear of the laws 
« and puniſhment. Nor did the Romans only aſ- 
t ſume the character and peaceable diſpoſition of 
« Numa, in forming themſelves upon the example 
* of their king, as by a perfect model; but the 
“ neighbouring nations, who before had looked up- 
*« on Rome leſs as a city, than a camp, deſigned to 
& diſturb the peace of all other people, conceived 
e ſo high a veneration for the prince and his ſub- 
& jects, that they would have thought it criminal, 
& and in a manner ſacrilegious, to have attacked a 
te city ſo entirely devoted to the worſhip and ſer- 
& vice of the gods.“ | 
In my entrance upon the Roman hiſtory, I thought 
it neceſſary to give firſt ſome idea of this famous peo- 
ple, whoſe principal characters, which rendered them 
ſo illuſtrious, and raiſed them to ſo great a ſuperio- 
rity above all other people, are ſo happily united in 
Romulus and Numa, the two founders of their em- 
pire. We hereby ſee, of what conſequence the firſt 
impreſſions are, not only with regard to private per- 
ſons, but to whole nations; for it is evident that 
theſe eminent virtues, which prevailed in the infan- 
cy of Rome, and were continually improving and 
increaſing in after- ages, were the occaſion of her 
conqueſts, and gained her the empire of the world. 
For, as * Dionytius Halicarnaſſeus judiciouſſy ob- 
ſeryes, it is an immutable law, and founded in na- 
ture itſelf, that whoever are ſuperior in merit, be- 
Vol. III. Es D d | come 


poſitam in medio ad ſolicitandam omnium pacem crediderant, in 
eam verecundiam adducti ſunt, ut civitatem totam in cultum ver- 
ſam Deorum violari ducerent nefas. Liv. lib. 1. n. 27. 

* Puotous yap $1 vouogs Tract xowor, oy sdelg dveruars xp d- 
xt Gti Tov nrlovay-Tvs xptirlarag. Dion, Hal. lib, 1. Ant. Rom. 
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come ſo likewiſe in power and authority, and that 
the people who excel moſt in virtue and fortitude, 
ſooner or later will have the command over thoſe 
who have leſs. 7 


The $ECOND Pirce of Roman His TORX. 


The Expulſion of the Kings, and Eſtabliſoment f 
EEE Liberty. 


*HE epocha of the expulſion of the kings, and 
the eſtabliſhment of the liberty of Rome, is 
too conſiderable to be ſlightly paſſed over. This 
memorable event is the baſis of the moſt famous re- 
public that ever was ; it is the ſource of its proſpe- 
rity, and of every thing great and wonderful admi- 
red in it. From thence the Roman people farther 
contracted two ſingular branches of their character ; 
the one, an irreconcileable abhorrence of regal pow- 
er, and whatever bore the leaſt appearance of it ; 
and the other, a violent paſſion for their liberty, of 
which they were at all times extremely jealous al- 
moſt to an exceſs. The reciprocal moderation ob- 
ſerved by the ſenate and people, is a third circum- 
ſtance, which well deſerves our obſervation, 


CHARACTER he FIRST. 


Hatred of the Royal Dignity. 


Several circumſtances and motives concurred to 
occaſion and confirm the implacable hatred they 
bore to regal power. PP WAY 

1. The diſcontent and averſion which the people 
of Rome had long conceived againſt the violence and 
tyrannical government of the 'Tarquins, at laſt 
broke out upon occaſion of the injury offered to 
Lucretia, and the fatal manner in which ſhe * 

ge 


at 


w 


ſe 
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ged the prince's crime upon herſelf, by killing her- 


ſelf with her own hands. J 


2. Theſe diſpoſitions were conſiderably improved 
by the aſtoniſhing reſolution of Brutus the conſul, 
who cauſed his own ſons to be beheaded in his pre- 
ſence,. for having entered. into- a conſpiracy to re- 
ſtore the kings. The blood. of two ſons ſpilt by 
their own father, to the dread and. aſtoniſhment of 
all that beheld it, gave them a lively ſenſe how 
dreadful a calamity it muſt be to live under the yoke 
of the 'Tarquins,, as. it. coſt ſo dear to redeem them 
from it. This bloody execution, and the tragical 
death of Lucretia, which were alike horrible to na- 
ture, impreſſed in all their minds ſo ſtrong an aver- 
fion to regal power, that even. in after-ages they 
could not bear ſo much as. the ſhadow of it; but 
thought, that after the example. of their anceſtors 
they ought to ſacrifice whatever was moſt dear to 
them, and expoſe themſelves to the utmoſt hazards, 
rather than. ſuffer an evil, which from their infancy 
they were taught to confider as the greateſt and moiſt 
inſupportable of all that could befal them. 

3. By abandoning the king's treaſures to be plun- 
dered by the people, pulling down his palaces in 
town and country, devoting his fields near Rome to 
Mars, to make the reſtitution of them impoffible, 
throwing the corn upon his lands into the Tiber, 
they made the rupture abſolutely irreconcileable ; 
and the whole people, who had ſhared in the inſult 
and pillage, were ſenſible their only ſafety lay in an 
inflexible reſiſtance, . 

4. The ſanguine obſtinacy of the Tarquins in fa- 
tiguing the Romans with a long and ſevere war, 
and in ſtirring up all their neighbours againſt them, 


laid them under an abſolute neceſſity of defending 


themſelves to the utmoſt, Their repeated engage- 
ments, frequent battles, and the death of one of 
their conſuls, who was killed in the field with the 
moſt conſiderable of the citizens, kept up and en- 
flamed their animoſity, and made the fear and ha- 

D d 2 | tred 
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tred of the royal authority grow into an habit, 
One may judge. of the abhorrence they had for it 
from the beginning, by the anſwer they gave to the 
embaſſadors of king Porſenna, who earneſtly ſoli- 
cited the reftoration of the Tarquins. u They de- 
clared they were rather diſpoſed to open their gates 
to the enemy than the kings, and would fooner 
ee to loſe their city, than they would their li- 
er ty. i 
pe The law, which to prevent any one from at- 
tempting to make himſelf maſter of the republic, 
empowered all others to kill him before he was ju- 
ridically condemned, provided that after his death 
they could prodnce an evident proof of his having 
entertained any ſuch deſign, ſeemed to arm every 


citizen indifferently againſt the common enemy, to 


conſtitute every private man a guardian of the pub- 
lic liberty, and to make him reſponſible for its pre- 
ſervation. . | | 
6. The heroic valour of Horatius Cocles, with 
the extraordinary rewards and honours he received, 
for ſingly oppoſing on the bridge the auxiliary for- 
ces of the Tarquins; the intrepid boldneſs of Scæ- 
vola, who puniſhed his hand for having failed of 
his blow ; the courage of Clelia and her compani- 
ons ; the triumphs decreed to Publicola' and his 
brother Marcus upon account of the victories gain- 
ed over the kings ; the funeral oration and ſolemn 
honours paid to Brutus as the father of liberty, and 
afterwards to Publicola in acknowledgment of his 
conſtant love for the republic; all theſe objects ftill 
contributed to inflame their zeal for liberty, and 
hatred of tyranny ; and as theſe great examples ex- 
cited the admiration of all mankind, they inſpired 
them with an ardent defire to imitate them, 

7, The 


fta induxiſſe in animum, hoſtibus potius quam regibus portas 
patefacere: eam eſſe voluntatem omnium, ut qui libertati erit in illa 
urbe fiuls, idem urbi fit. Liv. lib. 2. n. 15. ä 
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7, * The ſolemn oath the people took at the al- 
tars in their own: name and the name of all their 
poſterity, that they never would, upon any pretext 
whatſoever, ſuffer the re-eſtabliſhment of the regal 
power, was in all after-ages as preſent to the peo- 
ple's minds, as if they had but lately thrown off the: 
yoke of a ſevere and ſhameful ſlavery. 

This averſion, cemented with ſo much blood, 
and ſupported: by ſuch powerful motives, was hand-- 
ed down from age to age, not only whilſt the re- 
public ſubſiſted, but under the emperors alſo, and 
eould not be extinguiſhed but with the empire. 
y The attempt of Manlius, in aſpiring to the crown, 
blotted out the remembrance of all his great actions, 
and occaſioned his being thrown-down without pity” 
from the ſummir of that very rock, which he had 
regained:from the hands of the enemies. Nothing 
haſtened more the death of Cæſar than the ſuſpicion, 
he had raiſed. that he deſigned to have himſelf de- 
clared king. His ſucceſſors, beſides the tribunitian 
power,, took the titles of Cæſar, Auguſtus, Chief 
Pontiff, Proconſul, Emperor, Father of their Coun- 
try; but neither their Own ambition, nor the flat- 
tery of the people ever preſumed to go farther, or 
ſpeak out plain. And though they were in poſſeſ- 
ſion of as abſolute power as any King on earth; ;. 
though ſome of them, as Caligula, Nero, Domi-- 
tian, Commodus, Caracalla and Heliogabalus, car- 


ried the abuſe of ſovereign power ſo far as to exer-- 


ciſe the moſt cruel tyranny.; yet none of them ever 


ventured to. aſſume the diadem, as It. was judged 


the mark of a title, which had ſomething too odi-- 
ous in it for eight or ten centuries to efface; and. 
D d. 3 hat 


= Omnĩum primum avidum novae libertatis populum, ne poſtmo- 
dum flecti precibus aut donis regiis poſſet, jurejurando adegit (Bru- 
tus) neminem Romae paſſuros regnare: Liv. lib 2 n. 1. 

Dam natum tribuni de ſaxo Tarpeio dejecerunt: loeuſque idem 
in uno homine et eximiae gloriae monumentum, et poenae ultimae 
ME» > + Ut ſciant homines quae et quanta decora foeda cupiditas: 
regni, non ingrata ſolum, ſed inviſa etiam reddiderit. Liv. Iib. 6. 
N. 20. 
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what is ſtrange and almoſt incredible, whilſt their 
impious religion permitted them to ſet up for gods, 


a more reſerved policy forbad them to pretend to 
be kings. | 


| CHARACTER the SECOND. 


An exceſſive love of Liberty, and a diligent applica- 
tion to extend its rights. 


The whole body of the Roman republic conſiſted 
of two orders, which had each their particular ma- 
giſtrates, as well as their different intereſts, and 
were always oppoſite to each other. The one was 
called the Senate, and was the head and council of 
the ſtate; the other was the common people, called 
in Latin plebs or plebes, which was diſtinguiſhed 
from the nobility and the Patrician families. Theſe 
two orders, joined together, formed what was pro- 
perly called the Roman people, populus Romanus: 
whoſe general aſſemblies were held either by centu- 
ries, and were named centuriata comitia, in which 
the ſenate had the greateſt power ; or by tribes, 


#ributa comitia, where the power of the people pre- 


tailed moſt, | 

This people, already elate from the frequent vic- 
tories and conqueſts they had gained over their 
neighbours, conceived ſtill higher ſentiments, from 
the ſhare they had in the adminiſtration, and the 
conceſſions the ſenate were obliged to make them in 
the times immediately e+e the revolution. 
Nothing was more capable of pleaſing this people, 
than the readineſs. with which the conful Publicola 


in one night cauſed his houſe to be pulled down to 


the ground, upon ſome murmurings againſt the 
height of its ſituation, and the largeneſs of the build- 
ing, which was looked on as a citadel. 

The ſame Publicola, to remove what was moſt 
terrible in the conſular power, and make it more 
gentle and. popular, cauſed the ax to be taken away: 
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in the city from the faſces which were carried be- 


fore the conſul; 2 and when he ſhewed himſelf in 
an afſembly of the people, he ordered that they 
ſhould be bowed down, as though he ſubmitted 
them to the people, and did homage to them for 
his authority. i ; 

He farther extremely augmented the power of 
the people and their immunities by the law, which 
allowed of an appeal to the people from the judg- 
ment of the conſuls and ſenate ; by that which con- 
demned thoſe to death who ſhould accept any office 
without receiving it from the people ; by the law, 


which excuſed the poor citizens from paying taxes; 


and by that which exempted ſuch as were diſobedi- 
ent to the conſuls from corporal puniſhment, and 
reduced the penalty of their diſobedience to a pecu» 
niary mulct. 

Io advance the authority of the people ſtill far» 
ther, he thought fit to diſcharge himſelf of the cu - 
ſtody and management of the public treaſure, and 
prohibited any of his relations and friends from 
meddling with it. He therefore depoſited it in the 
temple of Saturn, and allowing the people to chuſe 


two officers, who ſhould have the keeping of it, he 


gave them a great ſhare in the adminiſtration of the 


finances, which are the force of the ſtate, the ſtrength 


of the war, and the fubſtance of rewards. 
The people growing fond of being admitted into 
the adminiſtration, were careful ever after. to loſe 


nothing of their ground; and they could not be 


more agrecably pleaſed than by having an opportu- 
nity given them of enlarging their rights and prero- 
gatives, 5 . | 
The ſtrongeſt barrier they oppoſed to the proceed- 
ings of the ſenate and conſuls, and the firmeſt ſupport: 
of their credit and liberty, was the eſtabliſhment of 
che 


Gratum id multitudinĩ ſpectaculum fuit, ſummiſſa bi cſſe im- 
perii infignia, confeſſionem que factam populi quam conſulis. majes 
ſtatem vimgue majorem eſſe. L. lib, 2. n. 7» 
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the tribunes of the people, 2 which was one of the 
conditions of their reconciliation with the ſenate, 
and their return into the city, after their withdraw- 


ing to the mons /acer. The perſon of theſe tri- 


bunes, who were properly creatures of the people, 
was declared ſacred and inviolable. At firſt they 
created two, and afterwards they were multiplied 


to the number of ten. The patricians were render - 


ed abſolutely incapable of this employment; = and 
to diſable them from influencing the election of the 
tribunes, it was ordered, that all the plebeian ma- 
iſtrates ſhould be nominated in the aſſemblies, 
which were held by tribes, wherein the ſenators had 
little authority, The violence and injuſtice of the 
decemvirs, which occaſioned the ſecond retreat of 
the people to the Aventine hill, gave occaſion alſo 
to ſtrengthen the tribunes with an additional power, 
It was decreed, that the laws made by the people in 
the aſſemblies held: by tribes,. ſhould oblige all the 
Roman people, and conſequently the ſenate as well 
as the reſt; b which gave the tribunes a great au- 
thority; that they ſhould create no magiſtrate, from 
whom it might not be allowed to appeal; and that 
every private man ſhould be empowered to kill with. 
impunuy whoever ſhould: oppoſe: this ordinance ;. 
that the perſon of the tribunes ſhould be again de- 
clared more ſacred: and inviolable than ever. Their 
power in ſhort extended very far, and reached even 
to the conſuls themſelves, whom they pretended 
they had a right to impriſon, e as they publicly de- 
clared 

2 Agi deinde de concordia coeptum,.. conceſſumque in conditio- 
nes, ut plebi ſui magiſtratus eſſent ſacroſancti, quibus auxilii latio 
adverſus conſules eſſet, neve cui patrum capere eum magiſtratuny 


liceret. Liv. lib. 2. n. 33. | | | 

o Volere, tribunns plebis, rogationem tulit ad populum, ut ple- 
beii magiſtratus tributis comitiis fierent. Haud parva res, ſub titu- 
lo prima ſpecie minĩme atreci ferebatur ; ſed quae patriciis omnem 
poteſtatem per elientium ſuffragia creandi quos vellent tribunos au- 


ferret. Ibid. I. 2. n. 56. | 
b Ive lege. tribunitiis, rogationibus telum acerrimum datum eſt, 
Thid. « 


3. n. 55. 
* Pro collegio pronunciant, placere conſules ſenatui dicto andi- 
entes eſſe: ſi adverſus. confenſum ampliſſimi ordinis ultra tendant, 


in vincula ſe duci eos juſſuros. Ibid. I. 4. n. 26. 
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clared upon an occaſion, when the ſenate had re · 
courſe to their authority to reduce the conſuls to 
their duty, who refuſed to obey them. | 

After the people had thus confirmed their au- 
thority, they ſtill went on to form new projects, 
which the tribunes, out of zeal or complaiſance, 
did not fail to ſecond with great warmth. They 
ſpared no pains to open to themſelves the way to all 
poſts of dignity, and eſpecially the conſulſhip, which 
was the firſt office of the ſtate, in which the greateſt 
part of the public authority reſided, and which was 
reſerved for the patricians alone. After long and 
hot diſputes, at laſt they obtained it, and upon the 
occaſion of a flight adventure. I beg leave here to 
tell the ſtory, as it is one of the moſt beautiful and 
molt natural to be found in Livy. 

d Fabius Ambuſtus had married his eldeſt daugh- 
ter to Serv. Sulpicius a patrician, and the younger 
to a young plebeian, named Licinius Stolo. One 
day as the latter was viſiting her elder ſiſter, and 
they were talking together, Sulpicius, who was then 
tribune of the ſoldiers with conſular power, coming 
home, the lictor ſtruck the door with the rod he 
carried in his hand, according to cuſtom, and made 
a great noiſe, The younger Fabia, who was unace 
quainted with the cuſtom, having exprefled ſome 

« 2 fright 
1 M. Fabii Ambnſti, potentis viri, filiae duae nuptae, Ser. Sul- 
picio major, minor C. Licinio Stoloni erat... Forte ita ineidit, 
ut in Ser. Sulpicii tribupi militum domo forores Fabiae, cum inter 
ſe (ut fit) ſermonibus tempus tererent, lictor Sulpicii, .cum is de fo- 
ro ſe domum reciperet, forem {yt mos eſt) virga pereuteret. Cum 
ad id, moris ejus inſueta, expaviſſet minor Fabia, riſui ſorori fuit, 
miranti ignorare id ſororem. Caeterum, is riſus ſtimulos pat vis mo- 
bili rebus animo muliebri ſubdidit: frequentia quoque proſequenti - 
um rogantiumque numquid vellet, credo fortunatum matrimonium 
ei ſororis viſum; ſuique ipſam malo arbitrio, quo a proximis quiſ- 
que minime anteiri vult, poenitniſſe. Confuſam eam ex recenti 
morſu animi eum pater forte vidiſſet, percunctatus ſatiz? ſulvae, a- 
vertentem doloris cauſam (quippe nec ſatis piam ad verſus ſororem, 
nec admodum in virum honorificam) elicuit, comiter ſciſcitando, 
ut fateretur eam eſſe cauſam doloris, quod juncta impari eſſet, nu- 
pta in domo, quam nec honos nec gratia intrare poſſet. Conſolans 
inde filiam Ambuſtus, bonum animum habere juſſit: evſdem pro- 
pediem domi viſuram honores, quos apud ſororem viderat. Liv. 
lib. 6. n. 34. | 
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fright upon the occaſion, her ſiſter laughed at her 
fimplicity, and wondered ſhe did not know what it 
meant, As the ſmalleſt trifles often make an im- 
preſſion. upon, the ſex, the younger Fabia was high- 
ly offended at the mirth of her ſiſter. The multi- 
tude of followers, who attended the military tri- 
bune, and expected his orders, without doubt made 
her conſider the fortune of her elder ſiſter as far ſu- 
perior to her own; and a ſecret jealouſy, which is 
apt to occafion an uneaſineſs at ſeeing our relations 
in a ſtation above us, made her repent of being 
married as ſhe was. Whilſt this uneaſineſs hung up- 
on her, her father coming in, and finding her very 
ſorrowful, deſired to know the reaſon. But as ſhe 
could not diſcover it, without ſeeming to want 
friendſhip for her ſiſter, and reſpect for her huſ- 
band, ſhe declined telling him for ſome. time. Fa- 
bius. at laſt, by kind expreſſions and careſſes, drew 
the ſecret from her, and the ingenuouſly owned, 
that the cauſe of her grief was the being married 
into a family, which was incapable of any poſt of 
honour or authority, Her father comforted her, 
and bad her not be uneaſy, for. ſhe ſhould ſoon ſee 
the ſame dignity. in. her family, as made her think 
her fiſter ſo happy. From that moment, therefore, 
he laboured to effect it, in conjunction with his ſon- 
in-law Licinius. Having affociated L. Sextius in 
their defign, a young man of an. enterpriſing geni- 
us, who wanted nothing but the rank of patrician 
to entitle him to the higheſt dignities in the ſtate, 
they ſeized. upon. the favourable opportunity which 
the preſent conjuncture afforded them, and after ſe- 
veral diſputes with the parricians, they at laſt forced 
them to admit the plebeians to the conſulfhip. L. 
Sextius was the firſt man, upon whom this honour 
was conferred, | | 
After this victory, nothing remained inacceſſible to 
the people. The offices of prætor and cenſor, and 
even the dictatorſhip and prieſthood, were all offer- 
ed and granted them; the ſenate, rightly judging, 
that 
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e that after they had been reduced to grant them the 
conſulſhip, it would be to no purpoſe to diſpute any 
thing elſe with them. And thus the people, who were 
little leſs than ſlaves under the kings, and clients with- 
6ut power under the patricians, became by degrees e- 
qual to their patrons, and their aſſociates in all the ho- 
nours and employments of the commonwealth. 


CHARACTER Fe THIRD. 


The reciprocal Moderation of the Senate and People in 
their Diſputes. N 


The diſputes between the people and ſenate, con- 
eerning public employments, continued very long, and 
were carried on with ſo much warmth and vigour, as 
made them ſeem impoſhble to be terminated but by 
the ruin of one of the parties. The tribunes of the 
people, who were uſually very hot and pafſionate, per- 
petually animated the multitude by bitter invectives 
againſt the conſuls and ſenate. Upon the affair of pro- 
kibiting marriages between the patricians and the peo- 
ple, Do you not ſee, ſay they, in what contempt you 
„live? They would take from you, if they could, a 
part of the very light of heaven. They are in pain 
that you breathe the ſame air with them, that you 
« talk the ſame language, and have the ſame figure of 
% men as they have. Can any thing be more inſult- 
ing and diſgraceful, than to declare one part of 
the city unworthy of being allied to the patricians, 
* as though they were polluted and impure? And as 
* to dignities, has the republic any cauſe to be diſſa- 
« tisfied with the ſervice of the plebeians in all the 
offices confided to them? There is now nothing 
* wanting to them but the conſulſhip; and in chat, 
for the future, they ought to believe their ſafety 
* and liberty conſiſt ; nor till they have obtained it, 
* can they hold themſelves really free, or that HY 
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e Senaty, com in ſ1:omis imperiis id non obtinuiſſet, minus in 
practura tendente. Liv. lib. 8, n. 15. 
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4 have actually thrown off the yoke of ſervitude 


% and tyranny f. | 

The ſenators were ſometimes no leſs tranſported 
with violence and paſſion, g Whatever was grant- 
ed to the people in confirmation of their liber- 
ty was looked upon as ſo much loſt to them. 
h And though they owned, that the younger part of 
their body were frequently too warm and zealous, 
et if one ſide or other was to go beyond the 
bad, of decency, they rather choſe to ſee the 
matter puſhed too far on the ſide of their faction, 
than on that of their adverſaries; ſo difficult it is, 
fays Livy, in diſputes of this nature, where a per- 


+Fe& equality is pretended to be obferved between 


the two parties, to keep the balance in ſo juſt an e- 
quilibrium as not to incline to one ſide more than 
the other; every one inſenſibly endeavouring to 
raiſe himfelf, in order to. depreſs his adverfary, and 
to make himſelf formidable, that he may be under 


no apprehentions from him, as if there was no me- 


dium betwixt doing and receiving an injury. 
- It muſt be owned, however, to the glory of the 
Roman people, that this diſpoſition, i which feemed 
| : | >: > ready 
f Ecquid ſentitis in quanto contemtu vivatis? Lucis vobis hujus 
partem, fi liceat, adimant. Quod ſpiratis, quod vocem mittitis, 
quod formas hominum habetis, indiynantur. . . . . An eſſe ulla ma- 
jor aut infignior contumelia poteſt, quam partem civitatis, velut 
contaminatam, indignam connubio haberi? Liv. lib. 4. n. 3. et 4. 
Nullius eorum (qui ex plebe ereati ſint tribuni miſitum) populum 
Romanum poenituiſſe. Conſulatum ſuperciſe plebeiis. Eam eſſe 


arcem libertatis, id columen. Si eo per ventum fit, tum populum 


Romanum vere exactos ex urbe reges, et ſtabilem libertatem ſuam 
exiſtimaturum. Liv. lib. 6. n. 37. i” 
5 Quicquid libertati plebis caveretur, id patres decedere ſuis opi- 
bus credebant. Liv. lib. 3. n. 55. 

k Seniores patrum, ut ni mis feroces ſuos credere juvenes eſſe, ita 
malle, fi modus excedendus eſſet. ſuis quam adverfariis ſupereſſe a- 
nimos. Adeo maderatio tuendae libertatis, dum aequari velle ſimu- 
lando ita ſe quiſque extollit, ut deprimat aliom, in difficili eſt; ca- 
vendoque ne metuant homines, metuendos ultro ſe efficiunt ; et in- 
juriam a nobis repulſam, tanquam aut facere aut pati neceſſe fit, in- 


jungimus aliis. Ibid. n. 65. 


t AEternas eſſe opes Romanas, niſi inter ſemet ipſi ſedit ionibus ſae- 


vient. Id unum venenum, eam labem civitatibus opulentis reper; 
' . > ts : tum, 
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ready to have recourſe: to the laſt extremities, and 
break out into bloody ſeditions, the uſual ſource 
and cauſe of the ruin of great empires, was long 
reſtrained; and in a manner ſuſpended, partly by; 
the wiſdom. of the ſenators; and partly by the pati- 
ence. of the people; and for: above ſix hundred 
years, as we have already obſerved, . theſe. domeſtic. 
diſputes never degenerated into civil wars: 3 
There were always grave and. diſcreet men in the: 


ſenate, zealous · for the public good k, and alike a- 


voiding the two oppoſite extremes, . either. of be- 
traying the intereſts of the ſenate to gain the favour 
of the people, or of irritating. and provoking the 
people by declaring too warmly for the ſenate, who: 
managed ſo as to induce both parties to. a: reconcilia- 
tion, and by prudent condeſeenſions to prevent the 
fatal conſequences; which too obſtinate a reſiſtance 
muſt have inevitably induced. 1 They repreſented: 
to their. conſuls when too hot and violent, as: Appi-- 
us was, that they ſhould not attempt to carry. the- 


conſular power: beyond the juſt bonnds;. which the 


common benefit of peace and concord required; 
that whilft the tribunes and the conſuls were enga- 
ed in drawing over all. they could to their ſeparate 


intereſts, the republic torn and divided, was redu- 


ced to a languiſhing condition, both parties being 


more intent upon ruling than preſerving it: m They 


Vol. III. Ee. | _ repreſented: 


tum, ut magna imperia mortalia eſſent. Diu ſuſtentatum id malum,.. 
partim patrum conſiliis, partim - patientia - plebis. Liv. lib. 28 
m 44. | 
* Alios conſules, ut per proditionem dignitatis patrum plebi adu-- 
Jatos, aut acerbe tuendo jura ordinis, .aſperiorem domando multitu-- 
dinem fecifle; T. Quintium orationem memorem majeſtatis patruna» 
concordiaeque ordinum: habaiſſe.' Liv. lib. 3. n. 69 

1 Ab Appio petitur, ut tantam conſularem majeſtatem eſſe vellet, 
Per- in concordi eĩvitate eſſe poſſet. Dum tribuni conſuleſque ad 
Te quiſque omnia trahant, nihil relictum eſſe virĩum in medio; dif--- 
tractam laceratamque rempublicam magis quorum in manu fit, quam. 


ut incolumis ſit, quaeri- Liv. lib 2. n. g. 


=' Ne ita omnia tribuni poteſtatis ſuae implerent,. ut nullum pu- 
blicum concilium ſinerent eſſe. Ita demum liberam civitatem fore, 


ita aequatas leges, ſi ſua quiſque jura ordo, ſuam majeſtatem tencars- 


Liv. lib. 3. n. 63. 
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repreſented alſo to the tribunes, that it would de 
neither glorious nor advantageous to them to found 


and enlarge their authority upon the ruin of the ſe- 


nate, which was the public council; and that the 
only means to eſtabliſh the lberty of Rome, and 


| ſupport an equality among the citizens, was to main- 


* 


tain each order of the ſtate in its juſt rights and. 


privileges. 02 --:: — TIC = 
_ The people, on their fide, ſhewed ſometimes: a: 
ſurpriſing temper and moderation, and behaved with 
a generoſity, one would fearce think a multitude 
capable of; as may be feen in the following inſtance 
of an aſſembly, where they appeared at örſt more 
exaſperated than ever. The people feemed refolved 
not to take up arms againft the enemy, who were 
then in the field, unleſs. they were admitted to have 
a ſhare in che government. The ſenate finding 4 
mult either ſubmit to the people or the enemy, 

ter having given up the duſinet: 


. 
* 
— 


8 of marriages to no 


purpoſe, judged it requiſite to do the ſame, in re- 


ard to the public employments; and having propo- 
d to nominate military tribunes inſtead of conſuls, 


they conſented that the plebeians ſhould: be admit- 
ted to that employment. * The event proved, that 
after the heat and fire of the diſpute was over, and 
they were calm enough to judge of matters as they 


ought, that the people were quite different from 
what they were whilſt it ſubſiſted. For, ſatisfied with 


the condeſeenſion of the ſenate, they nominated none 


but patricians to be military tribunes, with a modera- 


tion, fays Livy, an equity, and greatneſs of ſoul, ſel- 
dom found even in one man. Hanc modeſtiam, æ- 
quitatemque, et altitudinem animi, ubi nunc in una in- 
veneris, quae tunc populi univenſi. fuit:? 


„ Bventus eorum comitiorum docuit, alibs animos in contentione 
bertatis dignitatiſque, alios ſecundum depoſita. certamina incorru · 
pto judicio eſſe. 8 PDA aw bs 
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